
State Environmental Quality Review Act – Negative Declaration 
Notice of Determination of Non-Significance 

 
Name of Action: Acquisition of Five (5) Properties on Marsden Street (totaling 4.13-acres) 
 
Project Location: Properties are located on the north and south side of Marsden Street 
between Madison and Division Streets. The Suffolk County Tax Map ID#’s for these lots are:   
 
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.2 (0.88 acres), 
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.3 (0.90 acres),  
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.4 (0.78 acres),  
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.5 (0.81 acres), 
SCTM#: 902-6-4-56 and 61 (0.76 acres)  
 
Project Sponsor: Sag Harbor Union Free School District 
 
Date:   October 17, 2022 
 
This notice is issued pursuant to Article 8 of the Environmental Conservation Law (State 
Environmental Quality Review Act) and the implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617.  
 
The Sag Harbor Union Free School District (District), as Lead Agency, has determined, subsequent 
to preparation and evaluation of the Short Environmental Assessment Form – Parts 1, 2 and 3 
(SEAF); review of available public information sources; and site and area inspections that the 
proposed action described below will not have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) will not be prepared. 
 
SEQRA Status:  Unlisted 
 
Description of Action:  
 
The Sag Harbor Union Free School District proposes the acquisition of five properties, totaling 
4.13-acres, located on the north and south side of Marsden Street between Madison and 
Division Streets. The Suffolk County Tax Map ID#’s for these lots are:   
 
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.2 (0.88 acres), 
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.3 (0.90 acres),  
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.4 (0.78 acres),  
SCTM#: 902-6-4-47.5 (0.81 acres), 
SCTM#: 902-6-4-56 and 61 (0.76 acres)  
 



Reasons Supporting this Determination of Non-Significance: 
 
In accordance with SEQRA and its implementing regulations at 6 NYCRR Part 617, the District, 
using the SEAF and other relevant information, and comparing potential impacts of the proposed 
action with thresholds pursuant to 6 §NYCRR 617.4 and 617.5, has determined that this project 
is an Unlisted Action. A coordinated review was not conducted. 
 
The District, as Lead Agency for the action, and after analysis of the proposed action; review of 
SEAF Parts 1, 2 and 3; and the criteria set forth in 6 NYCRR §617.7, has determined that the 
proposed action will not result in significant adverse impacts to the environment. Pursuant to 6 
NYCRR §617.3(g), the Lead Agency has considered the whole action including both initial land 
acquisition and subsequent potential construction of new facilities to the fullest extent possible.  
The district is considering the construction of a synthetic multipurpose field including a comfort 
station (with concession stand and toilets), bleachers, and parking area and access roadway on 
the four lots located on the north side of Marsden Street and the construction of a parking lot 
with EV charging stations on the lot located on the south side of Marsden Street.  
 
Construction plans and specifications have not been prepared for any proposed improvements 
being considered by the District and, accordingly, this determination of non-significance is based 
on typical design standards, best management practices, and mitigation measures employed on 
similar projects to avoid, minimize, and mitigate potential environmental impacts.  It is 
anticipated that a subsequent determination of significance will be made by the District to re-
evaluate the potential for significant adverse impacts after the scope of the proposed 
improvements on the Marsden Street properties have been finalized and construction 
plans/specifications including best management practices and mitigation measures have been 
designed.   
 
This determination of non-significance is supported by the following: 
 
1. Groundwater and Surface Water Quality and Quantity – The acquisition of five Marsden 

Street properties under consideration by the District would not result in any impacts to 
groundwater or surface water quality or quantity. 
 
However, future implementation of the athletic field and parking area improvements under 
consideration by the District would result in a small, but insignificant, increase in municipal 
water usage and sanitary discharge due to the concession and comfort station.   The proposed 
comfort station shall be serviced by an on-site sanitary system that conforms to Suffolk 
County Department of Health Services standards. 
 
There will be no increase in stormwater runoff from the site. The proposed project does 
increase the impervious coverage on the site; however, it is expected that the site’s  



stormwater management system will store and treat runoff generated by a 2.0-in rainfall 
event in conformance with New York State Stormwater Design standards.  There are no 
wetlands or surface waters on or adjacent to the site. Based upon the above, the proposed 
action would not result in significant adverse impacts to groundwater or surface water 
quantity or quality. 
 

2. Coastal Resources - The subject properties are within the boundaries of the New York State 
Coastal Zone Management Area and within the boundaries of the Village of Sag Harbor Local 
Waterfront Revitalization Plan (LWRP).   
 
The Marsden Street properties considered for acquisition by the District are within the 
boundaries of the Village’s Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) Boundary.  
Construction plans for the athletic field, comfort station and concession, and parking lots 
have not been developed.  However, these new uses being considered for construction are 
broadly consistent with the pertinent Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Policies.  
Specifically, LWRP Policy 1 states that the Village generally consists of an appropriate mix of 
commercial, residential, and recreational uses and the new development should be limited 
to infill development compatible with surrounding uses.  The area surrounding the Marsden 
Street properties has interspersed educational and residential uses.  Therefore, the new 
educational uses being considered at the subject lots conform with existing uses and, 
therefore, are consistent with LWRP Policy 1. 
 
Design and mitigation measures that are likely to be included in the construction plans and 
specifications for any potential athletic field, accessories structures, and parking lots are 
expected to provide consistency with other pertinent LWRP policies.  For example, 
installation of stormwater infrastructure and preparation and implementation of a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan would contribute to the future development’s 
consistency with LWRP Policy 4 related to minimizing impacts from flooding and erosion.  
Conformance with Suffolk County Department of Health Services design standards for any 
new sanitary system design and installation of stormwater management infrastructure and 
practices would contribute to consistency with LWRP Policy 5 related to protecting water 
quality and supply.  The subject properties do not include any regulated wetlands, significant 
natural communities, or habitat of any endangered, threatened, or rare species.  Therefore, 
the proposed amenities under consideration by the District are broadly consistent with LWRP 
Policy 6 related to protection of quality and function of Sag Harbor’s ecological resources.  
The District has requested consultation with the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO).  The District intends to conform to any SHPO recommendations for further cultural 
resource investigation or resource protection measures in order to avoid adverse impacts to 
the Sag Harbor Village Historical District, National Register properties, or other cultural 
resources and, therefore, the actions being considered would be consistent with LWRP Policy 
8 related to the protection of historical resources 



 
3. Drainage, Leaching, Erosion, and Flooding – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties 

under consideration by the District would not result in any impacts associated with drainage, 
leaching, erosion, and flooding.  However, future implementation of the athletic field and 
parking area improvements under consideration by the District would result in increases in 
impervious surface area.  However, it is expected that a stormwater management system to 
store and treat runoff from by a 2.0-in rainfall event in conformance with New York State 
Stormwater Design standards would be incorporated into the site design and will minimize 
the potential for sheet flow offsite.  It is expected that a Stormwater Pollution Prevention 
Plan (SWPPP) will be prepared for the potential construction in accordance with the New York 
Standards and Specifications for Erosion and Sediment Control (NYSDEC, 2016) and the New 
York State Stormwater Management Design Manual (NYSDEC, 2015).  The best management 
practices that would be undertaken pursuant to the SWPPP during construction would 
minimize potential for adverse impacts association with erosion and transport of sediments.  
The site is not in a floodplain, and therefore, no potential impacts associated with flooding 
are expected. Based on the above, the actions being considered by the District would not 
result in any substantial increase in the potential for leaching or drainage problems, erosion, 
or flooding, and therefore, no significant adverse impacts associated with these issues are 
anticipated. 
 

4. Transportation and Parking – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being 
considered by the District would not result in any change to traffic levels or demand for public 
transportation, roadway, or pedestrian infrastructure.  

 
The facilities under consideration by the District are not expected to have a significant 
adverse impact on transportation, as NYSDEC guidance indicates that a project generating 
fewer than 100 peak hour vehicle trips per day will not result in any significant increases in 
traffic. The project is expected to generate less than 100 new peak hour vehicle trips per day; 
accordingly, no substantial increase in traffic above existing levels is expected.  Furthermore, 
the traffic generated by athletic events at any new facility constructed at Marsden Street is 
expected to be similar to the traffic generated by athletic events occurring at the District’s 
existing athletic fields located approximately 400-ft to the southeast.  Lastly, an increase in 
formal parking spaces will reduce or eliminate parking on adjacent roadways and 
neighborhoods and would be beneficial to traffic levels and parking infrastructure in the 
vicinity of the site. 
 

5. Air Quality – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being considered by the 
District and the potential construction of the facilities under consideration by the District 
would have no impact on air quality. 
 



6. Noise and Light Impacts – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being considered 
by the District would not result in any noise- or light-related impacts.   

 
No significant, adverse, noise-related impacts are expected to result from the facilities being 
considered by the District both during project construction or during operation of the new 
facilities.  Construction shall occur between the standard hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, except on public holidays.  Any 
construction outside of these timeframes shall be subject to the noise standards and 
prohibitions specified in § 167 (Noise) of the Village Code.   
 
No significant, adverse, noise-related impacts are expected to result from the proposed 
action during operation of the new facilities, as athletic events of a similar type and intensity 
presently occur at existing athletic fields located approximately 400-ft to the southeast.   
 
Construction designs for the new athletic field being considered have not been prepared and 
it is not known if the field or facilities will be serviced by outdoor lighting.  However, any new 
outdoor lighting would be dark skies compliant and would comply with Village Code lighting 
requirements that allow no increase in light levels beyond the limits of the subject properties. 
Accordingly, no lighting-related adverse impacts will result from the proposed action. 
 

7. Solid Waste Generation and Management - The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties 
being considered by the District and the potential construction of the facilities under 
consideration by the District would not result in any significant changes to solid waste 
generation, and therefore, no significant adverse impacts to local or regional solid waste 
management practices would result from the improvements being considered. 

 
8. Natural Communities – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being considered 

by the District does not result in adverse impacts to natural resources.   
 
Installation of the facilities under consideration by the District would result in the loss of 
successional southern hardwood forest habitats dominated by black locust, black cherry, 
eastern red cedar, and Norway maple.  Successional southern hardwood forests are 
distributed throughout New York State and are classified with a rarity ranking of G5 and S5 
indicating that this successional community is considered “demonstrably secure” both 
globally and in New York State, according to the Ecological Communities of New York State 
(Edinger et al, 2014).  Accordingly, the potential loss of this successional habitat due to the 
construction of the facilities under consideration by the District is not a significant ecological 
impact. 
 
It should be noted that the NYSDEC EAF Mapper indicated that several significant natural 
communities occur in the vicinity of the site, including coastal oak-heath forest, coastal plain 



pond shore, and maritime beach.  Inspection of the Marsden Street properties by William 
Bowman, PhD indicated that none of these significant natural communities are present. 
 
The NYSDEC EAF Mapper indicates that potential for several endangered, threatened, or rare 
species to occur in the vicinity of the site, including northern long-eared bat, tiger 
salamander, pine barrens bluet, and scarlet bluet.  Eastern tiger salamander, designated as 
endangered in New York State, breeds in coastal plain ponds and inhabits upland forests 
within 1,000 feet of its breeding ponds.  Suitable coastal plain ponds known to provide habitat 
for tiger salamander are not present on or within 1,000 feet of the subject properties and, 
accordingly, no impacts to tiger salamander would be expected to result from construction 
of the facilities under consideration by the District.  Similarly, the pine barrens bluet and 
scarlet bluet are New York State-threatened damselflies that inhabit coastal plain ponds and 
no impacts to these species would be expected to result from construction of the facilities 
under consideration by the District.      
 
The northern long-eared bat was listed as threatened by both the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
and New York State in 2016 due to population declines caused by white-nose syndrome 
(WNS), a disease caused by an invasive fungus that kills affected hibernating bats during the 
winter months. During the summer months, northern long-eared bats utilize a wide variety 
of upland woodland and forest types (NYNHP, 2016), but are typically associated with mature 
interior forest (Carroll et al, 2002) and tend to avoid woodlands with significant edge habitat 
(Yates and Muzika 2006). During the summer, northern long-eared bats roost during the 
daytime in cavities or crevices of living trees and snags (i.e., standing dead trees) or 
underneath loose or exfoliating bark.  The site has large trees with loose bark and crevices, 
such as black locust, and potential for cavities in live trees or snags.  Due to the northern long-
eared bat’s potential use of diverse upland forest types and the presence of large trees with 
loose bark, this species may utilize the site for foraging and roosting habitat in the summer 
months.    
 
Due to the presence of suitable summer roost habitat at the site and documentation of 
northern long-eared bat foraging over various habitat types throughout eastern Suffolk 
County, the NYSDEC recommends that any cutting of trees occur during the winter months 
(between December 1 and February 28) to avoid any potential take of this protected species. 
Any cutting of trees associated with the construction of the facilities under consideration by 
the District would occur during this timeframe in accordance with NYSDEC recommendations 
to avoid potential adverse impacts to this species.   
 
Based on the above, the construction of the facilities under consideration by the District 
would not result in any significant impacts to natural resources.  
 



9. Critical Environmental Areas – The subject property is not situated within a Critical 
Environmental Area (CEA).  
 

10. Historical, Archeological, Architectural, and Aesthetic Resources, including Community and 
Neighborhood Character – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being 
considered by the District does not result in impacts to historical, archaeological, 
architectural, and aesthetic resources.   
 
As identified in the Short Environmental Assessment Form (Part 1), the Marsden Street 
properties are located within the Sag Harbor Village Historic District and located adjacent to 
twenty four (24) National Register Listed buildings (128, 132, 140, 144, 148, 152, 156, and 
160 Jermain Avenue; 236, 268, 271, 274, 280, and 286 Division Street; 11, 15, 19, and 23 
Grand Street; and 203, 207, 211, 219, 227, 233, and 245 Madison Street).  
 
The project site is located within an archaeologically sensitive area, as is much of Sag Harbor.  
The Village of Sag Harbor Historical District National Register of Historical Places Registration 
Form (dated March 8, 1994) indicated that, although the area has been occupied by human 
inhabitants for centuries, significant remains of Native American settlements have not been 
found in the Historic District.  Remains are most likely to be found in vacant sites, back yards, 
parks, roads, and cemeteries.  There has been previous disturbance at the site, as 1) review 
of aerial imagery indicates that much the site was cleared between 1969 and 1980 and 2) the 
site is classified as “Cut and Fill Land”, according to the USDA Soil Survey. 
 
Consultation with the New York State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) has been 
undertaken with regard to potential cultural impacts associated with the property acquisition 
and  facility improvements under consideration.  The District shall follow any 
recommendations from SHPO for further cultural resource investigations or resource 
protection measures and, accordingly, no significant adverse impacts to the Sag Harbor 
Village Historical District, National Register listed or eligible properties, or other cultural 
resources are expected to result from the facilities under consideration by the District. 

 

11. Energy Resources - The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being considered by the 
District and the potential construction of the facilities under consideration by the District 
would not result in any significant changes in the quantity or type of energy used. 
 

12. Public Health Impacts - The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being considered 
by the District does not result in hazards to public health and safety related to pollutants, 
toxic substances, or solid or hazardous waste.     

 



The facilities under consideration by the District will not result in the generation of 
contaminants or hazardous substances.  Construction materials associated with the athletic 
field, accessory comfort station, parking facilities, and EV charging station under 
consideration have not been designed or selected, but will be evaluated to confirm that 
selected construction materials will not increase public exposure to contaminants or 
hazardous substance and conform with appropriate regulatory standards.   
 
The project site is located within 2,000-ft of NYSDEC Environmental Remediation Site ID#: 
152139 (Bulova Watch Factory Superfound Site at 15 Church Street).  No adverse impacts to 
human health on the subject property are expected to result from its proximity to the Bulova 
Watch Factory as Bulova site-related contaminated contamination does not influence the 
public water supply used to service the area.  In addition, the Bulova building contains 
residential units and townhouses with protective measures to limit potential contact with 
subsurface soil and groundwater contamination remaining on the site through soil vapor 
intrusion.  The NYSDEC reports that that soil vapor intrusion due to the Bulova site is not a 
concern for off-site buildings or outdoor areas. 
 
Accordingly, no significant adverse impacts to the public health or any schools/school 
facilities, daycare centers, group homes, or residential properties are expected to occur.   
 

13. Change of Use or Intensity of the Use – The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties 
being considered by the District does not result in a change of use or intensity of use at the 
site.  The athletic field with accessory comfort station and concession and parking areas being 
considered would result in a small impact associated with the change and intensity of land 
use.  However, these changes being considered by the District are consistent in size with the 
surrounding development patterns and do not introduce any new land uses to the area, as 
there are existing athletic fields in close proximity to the site and existing parking areas and 
neighborhood roadways (including Marsden Street) are utilized for parking for the existing 
District buildings and facilities.   
 
The existing successional forests are not a significant ecological community or locally 
important habitat and it is expected that clearing and construction would be conducted in 
conformance with an approved Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan. 
 
The athletic field and parking facilities being considered would not create a need for new 
transportation infrastructure or impose a burden on existing road infrastructure.  
Accordingly, the small impact associated with change in type and intensity of the existing land 
use is not considered a significant environmental impact.   

 
14. Land Use Compatibility and Consistency with Local Land Use Plans - The Sag Harbor UFSD is 

an educational institution associated with the New York State Board of Regents and under 



the jurisdiction of the NYS Education Department (NYSED), and is not subject to local zoning 
or local land use controls. It should be noted, however, that the Marsden Street properties 
are located adjacent to existing District properties and, similar to existing District properties, 
are located within the Village’s R-20 One-Family Residence District.  Under §300 (Zoning)- 
Attachment 1 (Table of Uses), school uses are classified as a “special exception” use in the R-
20 zoning district.  Land may be utilized for permitted or special exception uses within the R-
20 zoning district pursuant to §300-4.2 of the Village Code. 
 
The Marsden Street properties considered for acquisition by the District are within the 
boundaries of the Village’s Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP) Boundary.  
Construction plans for the athletic field, comfort station and concession, and parking lots 
have not been developed.  However, these new uses being considered for construction are 
broadly consistent with the pertinent Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Policies.  
Specifically, LWRP Policy 1 states that the Village generally consists of an appropriate mix of 
commercial, residential, and recreational uses and the new development should be limited 
to infill development compatible with surrounding uses.  The area surrounding the Marsden 
Street properties has interspersed educational and residential uses and, accordingly, the new 
educational uses being considered at the subject lots conform with existing uses and, 
therefore, are consistent with LWRP Policy 1. 
 
Design and mitigation measures that are likely to be included in the construction plans and 
specifications for any potential athletic field, accessories structures, and parking lots are 
expected to provided consistency with other pertinent LWRP policies.  For example, the 
installation of stormwater infrastructure and preparation and implementation of a 
Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan would contribute to the future development’s 
consistency with LWRP Policy 4 related to minimizing impacts from flooding and erosion.  
Conformance with Suffolk County Department of Health Services design standards for any 
new sanitary system design and installation of stormwater management infrastructure and 
practices would contribute to consistency with LWRP Policy 5 related to protecting water 
quality and supply.  The subject properties do not include any regulated wetlands, significant 
natural communities, or habitat of any endangered, threatened, or rare species.  Therefore, 
the proposed amenities under consideration by the District are broadly consistent with LWRP 
Policy 6 related to protection of quality and function of Sag Harbor’s ecological resources.  
The District has requested consultation with the New York State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO).  The District intends to conform to any  SHPO recommendations for further cultural 
resource investigation or resource protection measures in order to avoid adverse impacts to 
the Sag Harbor Village Historical District, National Register properties, or other cultural 
resources and, therefore, the actions being considered would be consistent with LWRP Policy 
8 related to the protection of historical resources 
 
 



15. Growth-Inducing Impacts - The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being 
considered by the District would not result in growth-inducing impacts.   
 
The athletic field with accessory comfort station and concession and parking areas being 
considered are not expected to require additional water supply or sewer infrastructure 
improvements.  In addition, the amenities being considered would host school athletic events 
of the same type and intensity as existing District athletic events.  Lastly, the considered 
improvements would not encourage or attract a large number of people to the subject site 
for more than a few hours when compared to the number of people who would otherwise 
come to the site absent the proposed improvements.  Accordingly, the athletic field 
improvements being considered by the District are not expected to result in any significant 
growth-inducing impacts. 

 
16. Creation of Material Demand - The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties being 

considered by the District and the potential construction of the facilities under consideration 
by the District would not result would not create a material demand for other actions that 
would result in significant environmental impact described above.  

 
17. Cumulative Impacts - The acquisition of five Marsden Street properties and potential future 

implementation of the athletic field and parking area improvements being considered by the 
District would not contribute to any cumulative impacts that create a significant impact to 
the environmental resources described above.  In addition, no other proposed actions are 
known that may affect the environmental resources of the subject properties.   

 

For Further Information 
 
Contact Person:  Jeff Nichols, Superintendent of Schools 
    
Address:  Sag Harbor UFSD 
   200 Jermain Avenue 
   Sag Harbor, NY 11963 
 
Telephone No.:  (631) 752-5302 
 
 
 


