4.31—EXPULSION
The Board of Education may expel a student for a period longer than ten (10) school days for violation of
the District’s written discipline policies. The Superintendent may make a recommendation of expulsion to

the Board of Education for student conduct:

e Deemed to be of such gravity that suspension would be inappropriate;
e  Where the student’s continued attendance at school would disrupt the orderly learning environment; or
e Would pose an unreasonable danger to the welfare of other students or staff.

Expulsion shall not be used to discipline a student in kindergarten through fifth (5™") grade unless
the student's behavior:

a. Poses a physical risk to himself or herself or to others;
b. Causes a serious disruption that cannot be addressed through other means; or
c. Isthe act of bringing a firearm on school campus.

The Superintendent or his/her designee shall give written notice to the parents, legal guardians, persons
having lawful control of the student, or persons standing in loco parentis (mailed to the address
reflected on the District’s records) that he/she will recommend to the Board of Education that the student be
expelled for the specified length of time and state the reasons for the recommendation to expel. The notice
shall give the date, hour, and place where the Board of Education will consider and dispose of the
recommendation.

The hearing shall be conducted not later than ten (10) school days following the date of the notice, except
that representatives of the Board and student may agree in writing to a date not conforming to this
limitation.

The President of the Board, Board attomey, or other designated Board member shall preside at the
hearing. The student may choose to be represented by legal counsel. Both the district administration and
School Board also may be represented by legal counsel. The hearing shall be conducted in open session of
the Board unless the parent, legal guardian, person having lawful control of the student, person
standing in loco parentis, requests that the hearing be conducted in executive session. Any action
taken by the Board shall be in open session.

During the hearing, the Superintendent, or designee, or representative will present evidence, including
the calling of witnesses that gave rise to the recommendation of expulsion. The student, or his/her
representative, may then present evidence including statements from persons with personal knowledge of
the events or circumstances relevant to the charges against the student. Formal cross-examination will not
be permitted; however, any member of the Board, the Superintendent, or designee, the student, or his/her
representative may guestion anyone making a statement and/or the student. The presiding officer shall
decide questions concerning the appropriateness or relevance of any questions asked during the hearing.

Except as permitted by policy 4.22, the Superintendent shall recommend the expulsion of any student for a
period of not less than one (1) year for possession of any firearm or other weapon prohibited on school
campus by law. The Superintendent shall, however, have the discretion to modify the expulsion
recommendation for a student on a case-by-case basis. Parents, legal guardians, persons having lawful
control of a student, or persons standing in loco parentis of a student enrolling from another school
after the expiration of an expulsion period for a weapons policy violation shall be given a copy of the
current laws regarding the possibility of parental responsibility for allowing a child to possess a weapon on
school property. The parents, legal guardians, persons having lawful control of the student, or persons
standing in loco parentis shall sign a statement acknowledging that they have read and understand said
laws prior to the student being enrolled in school.



The Superintendent and the Board of Education shall complete the expulsion process of any student that
was initiated because the student possessed a firearm or other prohibited weapon on school property
regardless of the enrollment status of the student.

The District shall establish programs, measures, or alternative means and methods to continue
student engagement and access to education during a student’s period of expulsion. The District’s
program shall include offering an expelled student an opportunity for enrollment in digital learning
courses or other alternative educational courses that result in the receipt of academic credit that is at
least equal to credit the expelled student may have received from the District if the student had not
been expelled.

Student suspensions for more than ten (10) school days or six (6) school days in grades
10-12 due to block scheduling or expulsion are a function of the Board of Education. The
building principal of the school will furnish the student and parents in writing, a list of
the offenses committed by the student. The principal will notify the student and parents
of the impending expulsion hearing to be conducted by the school board. The student
and the parents will be notified that they have the right to appear at the Board

hearing and present their defense in regard to the accusations presented by the principal
of the school. The student and the parents will be notified that they have the right to
bring legal counsel to represent them with their defense.

Conduct that disrupts school routine, tends to impair the discipline of the school or harms
other pupils is sufficient grounds for suspensions or expulsion.

Violations of Arkansas Civil Law on school property by students are also grounds for
suspension or expulsion; e.g. carrying concealed weapons, drunkenness, drugs, etc.
Some other examples of offenses that warrant suspension or expulsion are: immoral
conduct, indecent language or behavior, violent opposition to authority, persistent
disobedience or disorder.

Legal References: A.C.A. § 6-15-1406
A.C.A. §6-18-502
A.CA. §6-18-507
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