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RICHMOND GRADE SCHOOL PTO 

Welcome to January RGS Families! 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
As a friendly reminder, please note that this month your 
student will be taking their iReady Winter Diagnostic 
benchmark assessment.  Please be sure they are in 
school each day so tests can be administered and not 
have to be made up as they can be quite time consum-
ing!   
 
Additionally, our 4th and 5th grade students will be partic-
ipating in our 5Essentials survey sometime before the 
end of the month.  Please look for more information to 
come home regarding this student survey.   
 
Don’t forget that parents are encouraged to take the sur-
vey as well!  Listed below is the link that will take you to 
the survey. 
 
https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/ 

 
Have a wonderful 2020!! 
Ms. Kuhl 
 

 
 

JANUARY UPCOMING DATES 
       

6  SCHOOL RESUMES 
 Girl Scouts 4th Gr (Pardue) 3:34-5,Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9PM Gym 
7 Girls Scouts 3rd Gr  (McCallister), 
      3:34-5. Café 
         Chess Cllub 3:40-4:40, Zaremba’s Room  
8  4th Gr Rietschel Watlow FT 
 Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5:15 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9PM Gym 
9  Spelling Bee 1-30-2:30 
 School Store K, 1st & 2nd 
 Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café       
 School Store 3rd, 4th & 5th 
10  2nd Quarter Ends 
13  Kids Heart Challenge 1:30 Gym 
 Snapology 3:34-5 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
14 Girls Scouts 2nd Gr (Keblusek/Hogel)  
                    3:34-  5:45, Cafe 
          Winter Chess Club 3:40-4:40 
          Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 
                    3:34-5:15, Café 
15  4th Gr Schlecht Watlow FT 
 PTO McDonald’ Night—5th Gr 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9 Gym 
16 Spelling Bee Make-up date 
17  Early Dismissal 11:45 
20  NO SCHOOL– MLK Day 
21 Girl Scouts 3rd Gr (McAllister)  
      3:34-5, Café 
          Chess Club 3:40-4:40, Zaremba’s Room 
22  4th Gr Gossell Watlow FT 
 Girl Scouts 2nd Gr (Klelusek/Hogel) 
      3:34-5  Cafe                  
          Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5 Serv Area 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
23  Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café 
27  4th Gr Challenger RT 
 3rd Gr Pillowcase Presentation 
 Snapology 3:34-5 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
28  Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 
       3:34-5:15, Café  
 Winter Chess 3:40-4:40 
29  4th Gr Treiber Watlow FT 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB 6-9 Gym 
30  Science Splash/Kdg 
31  5th Gr Challenger FT 

https://www.facebook.com/RGSPTO/
https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/


 

MRS.  JODI ZAREMBA 
Spanish Teacher 
JZAREMBA@NSD2.COM 

¡Felíz Ano Nuevo! As 2019 winds down to a close, so have most of our grade level projects in Spanish. During 
the month of December, all of the students spent some time exploring the different holiday customs in Mexico. 
From Las Posadas to the origins of our Poinsettia, many topics and customs were discussed and enjoyed by all.  

With 2020 ready to start, all classes will be revving up with new topics and vocabulary in the New Year.  Our fo-
cus will be getting down to the basics of the Spanish language.   

Fifth Graders will begin their discussion of the Aztecs. Our unit will include the history and customs of the Az-
tecs, as well as related Spanish vocabulary.  

Fourth Graders will begin learning the basic vocabulary for the parts of the body. We will work toward memori-
zation of the vocabulary, and students should also be able to correctly label a diagram of the body at the end of 
the unit. Flashcards will be created for students to use throughout the unit, and as a continued reference for 
use at home after we move on to other topics. 

 
Third Graders are completing their unit on the Monarch Butterflies, and will be learning the Spanish Alphabet. 
We will focus on the letters that are unique to the Spanish language, as well as the different sounds made by 
each vowel and consonant. 

 
Second Graders will begin the New Year learning the Spanish vocabulary words for la granja, or the farm. We 
will be learning the words for the animals that live on a farm, as well as some other basic vocabulary. We will 
also be doing some fun practice with these words, as well as completing a mini-book of vocabulary.  

 
First Graders are beginning the year with a unit on the family. Basic Spanish vocabulary for the members of the 
family will be taught. We will be working on making family flashcards, and many additional activities to give us 
practice with these important vocabulary words. 

Kindergarteners have learned their colors for red and blue, and are on to the color yellow. We will continue our 
exploration of colors throughout the month. With each color, a little booklet is completed by students to help 
them remember their new Spanish word. They are very eager and excited to bring these booklets home! We 
have also learned the word for circle and will be learning the square next. We will continue exploring the basic 
shapes in conjunction with our colors. 

With the  winter weather we see an upswing in illness. Please be aware that if your child misses Spanish class 
for any reason, missing assignments are usually sent home with their regular classroom homework. You can ac-
cess vocabulary lists to assist your child on my web page. It is under the Staff then Specials tab of the school 
website. Also, please encourage your child to see me if they need help. I am happy to work with them. 

 

 



 
Kindergartners practiced drawing their 
own pictures for the class to sing. We also 
learned a song called “The Little Skunk’s 
Hole” to practice our whispering, speaking, 
and calling voice in addition to our singing 
voice. We read the classic “Wheels on the 
Bus” from a book then added instruments. 
Students took turns playing egg shakers, 
drums, and rhythm sticks. Since it’s the sea-
son, classes sang “Jingle Bells” while play-
ing jingle bell instruments. 

Congratulations to the 5th graders on a wonderful 
program! I am very proud of their hard work. Thank 
you to everyone who let us borrow lights and decora-
tions for the show! These items gave our show a fes-
tive set fit for Jingle Bell Hill. I hope everyone will en-
joy the winter break! 
 

We continued working on “Harvest Time” in 4th 
grade. After learning the ostinato on the barred 
instruments, students figured out how to play the la 
pentatonic melody. This is a challenge and gives stu-
dents the opportunity to refine their mallet technique. 
Classes chose a final performance form including a 
vocal and instrumental round. 
 

3rd graders finished “Old Mother Brown” by making 
it their own with their compositions. We took the vo-
cal ostinato we learned and transferred it to the met-
allophones. This became our accompaniment for the 
melody. Then classes transferred their rhythm com-
positions onto finger cymbals, triangles, and 
cabasas. Together this made our final rendition of 
“Old Mother Brown.” 
 

The 2nd graders read about the story behind the mu-
sic staff and solfege pitches (do, re, mi, etc) in the 
book Do Re Mi: If You Can Read Music, Thank Gui-
do d’Arezzo. Guido created the music staff and the 
pitches so that musicians could read music like 
words in a book. Not everyone knows that those syl-
lables came from a Latin poem that Guido set to mu-
sic. Most people know them from The Sound of Mu-
sic’s “Do Re Mi.” Students watched the clip of the 
song from the movie and we learned it. 
 

After playing their rhythm compositions from “Engine, 
Engine, No.9,” 1st graders added pitches. The 
pitch icons in “Engine, Engine Number 9” introduced 
1st graders to the music staff. We learned the music 
staff rap and practiced labeling the line/space num-
bers. Students also discovered the treble clef, which 
we then practiced drawing on the staff. We took stu-
dent’s compositions and chose sol or mi pitches for 
each one. Then we sang their songs together as a 
class. First graders sang a tricky piece called “Oh My 
Aunt Came Back” where we keep adding more 
moves. 
 
 

Continued 

 

I hope everyone 
has had a restful 
but fun winter 
break! 

Thank you to all 
the families who 
were able to get their skating forms back be-
fore the break started. I have to send in skate 
size information at the end of this week, so 
having those in helped me a great deal. It is a 
unit we do for 5-6 class periods over three 
weeks, and one of  my favorite units to do. I 
LOVE seeing the kids' confidence and skill im-
prove from day one until we finish. Next month 
I will start looking for volunteers to come in 
and help the K-1 students get all their gear on 
and off. 

The 3-5 graders are going to be tackling their 
Skeletal System unit next.  They were given 
study guides already and we will do activities in 
class to learn the bones but PLEASE help them 
study at home as well.  I don’t see them 
enough days to really help the ones who strug-
gle.  Make flashcards, use IPad games, sing the 
Macarena Bone Song from Youtube!  There will 
be a test on the skeletal bones by the end of 
January. 

Finally, I want to welcome a student teacher 
from UW-Whitewater, Miss Sena to RGS.  She 
is coming to us starting January 10 through 
March 18.  I know she is looking forward to it.  
It will be a good experience for all of us in the 
third quarter. 

 

 



 

LIBRARY  

NEWS…..  . 

Thank you to all the parents who helped at the 
Follett Book Fair. The money raised from the 
book fair will be used to purchase new materials 
for the library.  I want to particularly thank April 
Keyes for organizing the volunteers, and the li-
brary assistant Sandy Okayama for all her help. 

During library we will be concentrating on re-
search skills  In grades 3, 4, and 5, students will 
begin learning about text features found in in-
formational text and how these features can as-
sist researchers in finding information. Students 
will also learn how to use Webpath Express; a 
database associated with Destiny our online cat-
alog that is a safe, credible and fun educational 
search tool for PreK-12; that filters out irrelevant 
and questionable content.  Students will also 
learn the importance of giving attribution for 
sources you use in your research. 

1st and 2nd grade will also begin learning how to 
research using the Super 3 Research Process. 

Kindergarteners will  listen to stories about how 
different cultures celebrate the new year. 

Mrs. Walker 

Librarian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The cold weather is upon us; please make 
sure your children are appropriately dressed for out-
door recess.  Warm winter attire includes, coat, hat, 
gloves, scarf, and snow pants and boots when the snow 
falls.  Your child is only allowed to play in the snow at 
recess if they have snow pants and boots; otherwise 
they will be instructed to remain on the blacktop on-
ly.  It is also helpful to label all winter gear; it is diffi-
cult when there are 3 pair of black snow pants to de-
termine which belong to your child. 

Snacks are an important break needed to 
rest and recharge for more classroom learning.  Please 
make sure that your children come to school with the 
appropriate number of nutritious snacks to get them 
through the day. 

As we are in the midst of cold and flu sea-
son;  here are some reminders to help you and your 
family: 

 Eat right, drink plenty of water, exercise, and 
get plenty of sleep to help boost your immunity 

  
 Wash your hands frequently, perform the elbow 
cough, and disinfect at home and work 

  
 Treat your symptoms and stay home from 
school or work so you don’t spread to others 

  
 If your child is feverish, they need to be fever 
free without fever reducing medicine for 24 hours 
before returning to school 

  
 If your child is out of school for 3 or more 
days, a doctor’s note is required upon returning 




