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RICHMOND GRADE SCHOOL PTO 

Welcome to December RGS Families! 
 
I know this is a busy time of year, but if you could take some 
time to complete our 5Essentials Survey it would be much ap-
preciated!  This survey is a tool provided by the state that al-
lows schools to gather information related to five indicators: 

 Effective Leaders 
  

 Collaborative Teachers 
  

 Involved Families 
  

 Supportive Environments 
  

 Ambitious Instruction 
  
 
Your insights are valuable and I would be so grateful if you 
could complete the survey 
when you have a 
chance.  The window will be 
open until February 14, 2020. 
 
Enjoy the upcoming holidays 
and time off with your fami-
lies! 
 
Ms. Kuhl 
 

 
 

DECEMBER UPCOMING DATES 
       

2—13   SC Adopt a Family  
2  Girl Scouts 4th Gr (Pardue) 3:34-5,Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9PM Gym 
3-6 PTO Holiday Shop 
3        Girls Scouts 3rd Gr  (McCallister), 
      3:34-5. Café 
         Chess Cllub 3:40-4:40, Zaremba’s Room  
4  Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5:15 Café 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9PM Gym 
5        School Store K, 1st & 2nd 
 Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café 
 3rd Gr Trip to A Christmas Carol 
6        School Store 3rd, 4th & 5th 
 Science Splash for 1st Gr 
9 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9 Gym 
10  Mobile Dentist 
 Veteran’s Day Assembly 
         Girls Scouts 2nd Gr (Keblusek/Hogel)  
                    3:34-  5:45, Cafe 
          Winter Chess Club 3:40-4:40 
          Girl Scouts 1st Gr (Hogel/Sena) 
                    5:30-7, Café 
11  PTO Meeting 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9 Gym 
13  Early Dismisal 11:45 
16 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9 Gym 
17  Girl Scouts 3rd Gr (McAllister)  
      3:34-5, Café 
          Chess Club 3:40-4:40, Zaremba’s Room 
 5th Music & Band Concert 7 
18  Girl Scouts 2nd Gr (Klelusek/Hogel) 
      3:34-5  Cafe                  
          Girl Scouts Kdg (Rizzo) 3:34-5 Servi Area 
 PTO McDonald’s Night 4 
 Girls Travel Rockets BB  6-9 Gym 
 Board Meeting, District Office 7 
19        Girl Scouts 5th Gr (Smith) 3:34-5 Café 
20     Winter Parties 
23-Jan 3   WINTER BREAK—NO SCHOOL 

 
SCHOOL RESUMES ON MON-
DAY, JAN 6, 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/RGSPTO/


 

MRS.  JODI ZAREMBA 
Spanish Teacher 
JZAREMBA@NSD2.COM 

  ¡Feliz Día de Acción de Gracias! Happy Thanksgiving from the Spanish Room! I hope that you all had a 
very blessed and restful holiday! As things begin to pick up speed for the holidays, all of our Spanish 
classes will be keeping the pace with a lot of new language and cultural activities. 

Fifth Graders have been very busy! Besides learning and practicing vocabulary words associated with 
the month of November, they also took an in depth look at the Latin American holiday of Day of the 
Dead. the During the coming weeks, we will be learning our December vocabulary words and also 
learning about Las Posadas. 

Fourth Graders have begun their Día de los Muertos projects. When they are completed, students will 
take a brief look at the Mexican holiday of Las Posadas, and a lesson in making authentic God’s Eyes 
ornaments.  

Third Graders are completing their unit on the Magical Mariposa, and are currently practicing and so-
lidifying their knowledge of the related Spanish vocabulary words. In the next few weeks, we will be 
starting our final Monarch Project and we will also be taking a look at the Mexican holiday of Las Posa-
das.  

Second Graders are finishing their study of formal and informal greetings and leave-takings in Spanish. 
We are currently completing a project related to how to make introductions. When this is finished, we 
will be ready to discuss the holiday customs and traditions of Mexico and its Latin American neighbors. 

First Graders have learned several new words associated with the season of fall, and we will be looking 
into The Legend of the Poinsettia and the history of this popular Mexican flower. 

Kindergarteners have been introduced to the color red and the circle shape in Spanish. They will con-
tinue to learn additional colors, while incorporating some Spanish vocabulary for the season. 

All of my students have been working very hard to learn not only the meanings of the words, but also 
the pronunciation of the new language. I am very proud of their progress thus far, and I thank you for 
the opportunity to work with all of your children! 



 
 

Kindergartners were able to recognize 
that our song “Brush Your Teeth” is a rhym-
ing song. Then we learned “1 Potato, 2 Po-
tato” and all students took a turn playing the 
drum for our piece. Another instrument kin-
dergartners are taking turns playing, is the 
tambourine. Classes get to move only when 
the leader plays and freeze when they stop. 
We’ve been working hard on singing our pic-
tures. Students realized they are either lines, 
curves, spirals, or zig zags. Recently, we 
have begun drawing our own pictures to 
sing.  

5th graders are working hard on their Christmas 
show The Lights of Jingle Bell Hill. The concert will 
take place on Tuesday, December 17th at 7pm in the 
RGS gym. Speaking parts and solos have been as-
signed. Students should dress as their characters or 
wear festive holiday clothing. Doors will open at 
6:45pm that evening and students should go down to 
their classrooms. If you have any Christmas decora-
tions we could borrow to decorate our stage like a 
bedazzled Christmas town, please send them in. We 
appreciate any props we can borrow and return the 
night of the concert! 

 
We continued working with la pentatonic in 4th grade 
with our Solfege Sleuths. Students had to aurally 
match a melody with the correct staff notation. Clas-
ses also learned the song “Harvest Time.” This piece 
is a la pentatonic round that we are now playing on 
our barred instruments. 

 
“Closet Key” is a fun game that reinforces our tritonic 
pitches of mi, re, do for our 3rd graders. It also intro-
duces crescendo, when our voices get louder, and 
decrescendo, when our voices get quieter. Then stu-
dents sight read a tetratonic song called “Old Mother 
Brown.” We added a vocal ostinato to this piece to 
make it more challenging. Students also composed 
their own rhythms to play on metal and scraper in-
struments. 

 
2nd graders worked on the pitches sol, la, and mi 
with the game “Doggie, Doggie.” Afterwards, classes 
practiced reading melodies off a 2 line staff and au-
rally identifying which melody was sung by a yum 
yum monster. We read the book Puff the Magic 
Dragon and then read the song from our textbook. 
Classes broke down the characters, setting, problem, 
and solution. In our storybook, the illustrations show 
Puff getting a new friend after Jackie Paper grows 
up, who turns out to be Jackie’s daughter. We 
watched a YouTube video of Peter, Paul, and Mary 
performing the song on television in 1965. 

 
After finishing our Halloween music, 1st grade contin-
ued practicing their quarter notes and eighth notes. 
Students learned the song “Engine, Engine No.9” 
and decoded icons of the rhythm into notes. During 
class, everyone composed their own 4 beat rhythm 
with quarter notes and eighth notes. We added these 
compositions to our engine song. Classes also prac-
ticed identifying the rhythm of words, much like iden-
tifying the number of syllables. 
 

Continued 

First grade is working on patterns. It is a great 
topic because we have looked at simple patterns 
to very extreme. 
  
Second grade is working on classification. At first, 
they didn't think much of it until we started to re-
late it to everyday life. 
  
Third grade is racing around space. All of them 
are very excited about space and the new explo-
rations and finds in the past few weeks. Did you 
know we sent an unmanned spaceship to Mercu-
ry? It will be there in three years.  
  
Fourth graders are into experimenting with elec-
tricity. Ask them about their Electric Spider exper-
iment. It left us all with our hair on end. 
  
Fifth grade is just about ready to test their craft 

stick structures. Watch for some pictures of the 

structures to be coming home in the next few 

weeks. 



 

LIBRARY  

NEWS…..  
December 

We will be having our Follett book fair the third week of 
December.  I encourage parents to look through the book 
fair flyer with their child and decide what they want their 
student to purchase, and then send the correct amount of 
money along with them to school.  Also, remember there 
is a 7% tax applied to each purchase.  

Follett also offers the option of purchasing a gift card 
online that is printable.  Parents can then send their stu-
dent to school with a prepaid card they can use at the fair. 
The prepaid card helps leave out the worry of lost money, 
or how much they can spend.  Gift cards can be purchased 
at www.follettgift.com 

We would also welcome any volunteers who would like to 
help at the book fair.  We could use helpers in the morn-
ing or the afternoon during the school day. The fair is 
scheduled for December 16, through December 23.  

Students in the library continue to have interesting learn-
ing experiences.   

5th grade has been exploring media literacy and the ways 
media impacts our lives on a daily basis.   

4th grade has exploring fact and opinion and the murky in-
between.   

3rd will be learning about text features and how they can 
help us find information. 

2nd grade: Fall and Thanksgiving are the themes students 
have been participating in. 

1st grade is learning alphabetical order and the difference 
between fiction and nonfiction books. 

Kindergarten is listening 
to stories and partici-
pating in connecting 
enrichment activities. 

. 

Mrs. Walker 

Librarian 

 

     

The cold weather is upon us; please make 
sure your children are appropriately dressed for out-
door recess.  Warm winter attire includes, coat, hat, 
gloves, scarf, and snow pants and boots when the snow 
falls.  Your child is only allowed to play in the snow at 
recess if they have snow pants and boots; otherwise 
they will be instructed to remain on the blacktop on-
ly.  It is also helpful to label all winter gear; it is diffi-
cult when there are 3 pair of black snow pants to de-
termine which belong to your child. 

Snacks are an important break needed to 
rest and recharge for more classroom learning.  Please 
make sure that your children come to school with the 
appropriate number of nutritious snacks to get them 
through the day. 

As we are in the midst of cold and flu sea-
son;  here are some reminders to help you and your 
family: 

 Eat right, drink plenty of water, exercise, and 
get plenty of sleep to help boost your immunity 

  
 Wash your hands frequently, perform the elbow 
cough, and disinfect at home and work 

  
 Treat your symptoms and stay home from 
school or work so you don’t spread to others 

  
 If your child is feverish, they need to be fever 
free without fever reducing medicine for 24 hours 
before returning to school 

  
 If your child is out of school for 3 or more 
days, a doctor’s note is required upon returning 

http://www.follettgift.com



