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	1
	Is TRUTH the same for everyone?
	1. Compare and contrast fiction and nonfiction

2. Use academic vocabulary to communicate ideas about texts

3. Mark a text while reading to verify or modify predictions

4. Expand reading skills by recognizing words that contain prefixes and suffixes
	The big question for this unit is “Is TRUTH the same for everyone?”  as we analyze the literature contained in the unit with this question in mind, we also discuss the overarching spiritual aspect of this concept.  “Is Biblical TRUTH the same for everyone?” and how 
	· class discussion

· small group collaboration

· individual practice

· white board activities
	· “A Changing Society”

· “Always to Remember: The Vision of Maya Ying Lin” by Brent Ashabranner

· “Robot Dreams” by Isaac Assimov
	· calling on students to answer questions, read, demonstrate understanding

· observations of small group collaborations
	

	2
	
	1. Use a standard format to create a journal in which to record responses to literature.

2. Analyze a diagram to determine how to read it
3. Identify narrative elements such as character, plot, and setting

4. Mark texts for important words and phrases, questions, and observations
	does the answer to that question affect how we reach those around us.  Many of the stories we read have to do with other cultures and their customs.  While there are certain TRUTHS that are the same for everyone there are aspects of culture and areas of life that are not as clear cut and easy to see.  
	· Creating a reading journal
· Discuss diagrams
· Create a diagram for a simple process

· Marking texts as we read
	· “The Greenhouse Effect”
· from “Water Man Comics” by Dav Pilkey

· “Occupation Conductorette” (from I Know When the Caged Bird Sings) by Maya Angelou
	· Diagrams of how to make a PB&J sandwich
· Notes in the margins
	

	3
	
	1. Identify different types of conflicts in fiction and nonfiction narratives
2. Analyze the stages of a plot in fiction and nonfiction narratives

3. Apply writing rules to revise sentences

4. Identify and distinguish between common and proper nouns, and identify appositives, and concrete, abstract, and possessive nouns.  Apply rules to spell plural and possessive nouns.
	It is through these stories and facts that we are able to discuss what impact that has on our Christian witness.  We also delve into Fiction and Nonfiction and the importance of being able to distinguish between the two.  The importance of discernment plays a key role in our Christian walk and in our outreach to those around us.
	· White board acitivities with grammar
· Small group collaboration

· Plot diagrams
	· From “Tears of Autumn” by Yoshiko Uchida
· “The Attic” by Alvin Schwartz

· “Amigo Brothers” by Piri Thomas
	· demonstration of understanding through answering questions and class discussion participation
	

	4
	
	1. Plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish a descriptive essay about a person.
2. Follow rules and apply techniques for having a productive literary discussion.

3. Apply understanding of literary terms related to plot when reading a fiction passage.
	Being able to use vivid details to communicate and describe things is a skill that will help us to understand more about our world, but also allow us to understand more of others and how their word affects their outlook on life. 
	· Writing 
· Peer review

· Literature circles

· Discussion of literary terms
	· “Robot Dreams”

· Reading Journals
	· Rough Draft 
· Final Draft Essay

· Literature Circles

· Test
	Write a descriptive Essay
Mid-Unit Benchmark Test

	5
	
	1. Analyze a text to determine the author’s purpose
2. Analyze how authors use details to establish setting and mood

3. Identify and analyze common recurring themes in literature

4. Compare and contrast the themes of two fictional passages
	During this week we not only discuss fiction and nonfiction, but also formal and informal communication.  This is another aspect that is beneficial for our spiritual walk.  When we are talking to those around us it is important to know our audience in an effort to be able to reach them best.
	· Reading and analyzing details to determine the author’s purpose
· Reading to analyze the mood and setting

· Discussion themes in literature
	· Email 
· Memo

· From “The Land I Lost” by Huynh Quange Nhuong

· From “The Day it Rained Cockroaches” by Paul Zindel

· “The Ant and the Dove” by Aesop

· from The Grass Harp by Truman Capote

· from Child of the Owl by Laurence Yep
	· Class Discussion
· Small group collaboration

· Independent word

· 
	

	6
	
	1. Use nominative, objective, and possessive cases of personal pronouns correctly
2. Analyze indefinite pronoun and antecedent agreements based on person and number.

3. Use prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing skills to produce a finished personal narrative

4. Respond to literature and broad questions about literature in creative ways.
	Many of the same tactics that we use to analyze literature can be used when reading the Bible.  Ways of looking to understand the author’s purpose and glean the meaning and message from a passage.  
	· White board activities and small group collaboration to analyze and identify parts of speech and proper usage.
· Writing a paper

· Peer review

· 
	· “Robot Dreams” 
· Reading Journals
	· Rough Draft
· Final Draft Essay

· Anchor Book Project

· Test
	Write a personal narrative essay
Anchor Book project

End of Unit Test

	7
	Are yesterday’s HEROES and EVENTS important today?
	1. Compare and Contrast people and events of the past and present
2. Identify the steps involved in writing a research report.

3. Evaluate texts to determine if they meet the reader’s purpose

4. Use borrowed words and words with mythological origins correctly in sentences.
	The Bible tells us stories of those who have gone before us.  It also calls us to honor our elders and seek the wisdom of the older generations.  As we discuss the research process and the Unit question, “Are yesterdays’ HEROES and EVENTS important today?” We must take into account
	· Class discussion
· Small group collaboration

· Independent work
	· “Record Your Announcement”
· Employment Agreement

· From The World Book Encyclopedia
	· 
	

	8
	
	1. Use strategies to choose a research topic
2. Evaluate research sources for reliability and relevance

3. Use strategies for avoiding plagiarism

4. Learn and implement different note-taking methods

5. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources
	the events and heroes of the Bible.  
As we discuss plagiarism we discuss the reasons why it is wrong which always includes the ethical and moral reasons as well as the legal reasons.
	· Taking notes exercise
· Reading and discussion
	· “Flying to Fame”
· “A Great and Honorable Leader”

· from “A Visit to Washington D.C., 1879” by Chief Joseph

· from “The Surrender in the Bear Paw Mountains” by Chief Joseph
	· Research Topic
· Primary and Secondary Sources

· Note -taking
	

	9
	
	1. Read and interview transcript and analyze how its structure reveals information about its subject
2. Revise to correct run-on sentences and sentence fragments
3. Use brief quotations and block quotations correctly.

4. Draft, revise, and edit an interview report

5. Decide which note-taking method to use for a given passage.
	What would it be like to interview your favorite Bible character?  Who would you interview?  What would you ask?  How do you think they would respond to your questions?

	· Interviewing each other
· Writing up the interview report
	· “Stephen King: His Books, His Life, His Wife”
	· Interview Transcript
	Mid-Unit Benchmark Test

	10
	
	1. Identify key components of a summary
2. Summarize reading passages

3. Develop an effective thesis statement

4. Use notes, outlines, and organizational strategies to write a first draft.

5. Revise draft and create engaging writing through sentence variety, parallel structure, and word choice.
	Writing research papers can be difficult. While each student has their own topic and research point this week can be a great time to find ways to just be encouraging and uplifting as project tend to have a way to weighing students down.  Encourage them to not get bogged down in the nitty-gritty.
	· Summarizing 
· Reading and discussing

· Small group collaboration
	· Bicycle Warranty
· From “Kids on the Bus: The Overlooked Role of Teenagers in the Civil-Rights Era” by Jeffrey Zaslow

· “Alexander the Great” by James Barraclough
	· Rough Draft
· Final Draft of Research Paper
	Rough Draft
Final Draft of research paper

	11
	
	1. Recognize the importance of accuracy when providing research text and source information
2. Insert accurate internal citations

3. Create a bibliography following style rules

4. Cooperate with a group to prepare, practice, and deliver an oral presentation.
	More encouragement as we are nearing the end of the project with reminders about plagiarism and why it is right to give credit where credit is due.
	· Independent work with peer review and collaboration
	· “Alexander the Great” by James Barraclough
	· Works Cited Page
	Works Cited Page

	12
	
	1. Use capitals, commas, semicolons, and colons as needed in sentences.
2. Script, revise, edit, and deliver a multimedia presentation
	How can the skills you are using for your multi media presentation be used effectively in our churches and ministries?
	· White board activities
· Small group collaboration
	· 
	· Multimedia Presentation
· End of Unit Test
	Multimedia presentation

End of Unit Test

	13
	Can all CONFLICTS be resolved?
	1. Demonstrate knowledge of conflict, and approaches to solving conflict.
2. Compare novels to short stories in order to identify characteristics of each genre.

3. Use background knowledge and details in a text to make inferences while reading

4. Apply knowledge of word origins to build a vocabulary of words frequently used in English
	The big question for this unit – Can all CONFLICTS be resolved? has a great Biblical application as we analyze the short stories and excerpts we are able to dive into the conflicts in the stories and other options for resolution.  
	· Group discussion
· White board activities
	· “Grandma Ling” by Amy Ling
· “Animals Among Us”

· from Bad boy: A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers

· Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor
	· Question and answer
· Class discussion
	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor
Reading Journals

	14
	
	1. Support literary analysis and reader response writing with details from the text
2. Analyze authors’ purposes in using flashback and foreshadowing

3. Locate and identify action and linking verbs in sentences, recognize and differentiate between principal parts of regular verbs, identify and revise principal parts of irregular verbs, and identify singular and plural words and revise for subject/verb agreement
	
	· Small group collaboration
· Class discussion
	· From The Land by Mildred D. Taylor
· From “The Birds” by Daphne du Maurier

· “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hunt
	· reading journal
· class discussion
	

	15
	
	1. Plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish a narrative short story
2. Cooperate with a small group to accomplish analytical and creative tasks.

3. Make inferences based on evidence in passages.

4. Extract information from nonfiction texts to make meaningful comparisons of two subjects
	
	· Writing process
· Peer review

· Small group collaboration
	· “Weighing Your Options: Plasma or LCD Television?”
· “Extreme Weather; Hurricanes and Tornadoes”
	· short story
	Mid-Unit Benchmark Test

	16
	
	1. Identify and analyze different methods of characterization in fiction
2. Create examples of verbal, situational, and dramatic irony

3. Read a short story and identify examples of irony and of a particular point of view.

4. Work in a group to teach one literary term in an oral presentation.
	
	· Small group presentations
· Reading and class discussion
	· From “Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara
· From Jim the Boy by Tony Earley

· “Hamadi” by Naomi Shihab Nye
	· oral presentation
	

	17
	
	1. Use verbs correctly in the simple and perfect tenses and use specific words to build vivid description and action
2. Analyze sounds of unstressed syllables to pronounce words correctly.

3. Write, revise, edit, and publish a compare-and-contrast essay.
	
	· White board activities
· Writing process

· Peer review
	· From “Beauty Lessons” by Judith Ortiz Cofer
· “The Tell-Tale Heart” by Edgar Allan Poe
	· Essay
	Compare-and-Contrast essay

	18
	
	1. Identify types of power relationships in conflicts
2. Participate in small-group discussions about power and conflict in novels.

3. Creatively analyze a specific aspect of the anchor book and produce a product that displays your analysis.
	
	· Project work
· Small group collaboration
	· Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor
	· Test
· project
	Anchor Book Project

End of Unit Test

	19
	How much INFORMATION is enough?
	1. Distinguish between information that is useful and information that is not useful.
2. Identify how nonfiction is organized and determine an author’s tone and voice.

3. Identify the main idea and supporting details, and use them to gain information from texts.
4. Use context clues, dictionaries, and thesauruses to define synonyms and antonyms.
	During this unit the students read Anne Frank. Due to the nature of this book, there are many opportunities to discuss the events of the holocaust and how we treat people who are different than we are.  It is a great opportunity to talk about the way we treat people of different races and belief systems and how those actions impact our witness.
	· Class discussion
· Reading 
	· “Local Kids Clean Up Playground”
· “What Makes a Car Run”

· Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl
	· Question and answer
	Anne Frank: Diary of a Young Girl 
Reading Journals

	20
	
	1. Define and use literary terms related to expository writing.
2. Analyze an author’s purpose, perspective, and techniques in persuasive writing.

3. Describe an author’s tone using literary terms.
	
	· Small group collaboration
· Independent work
	· “The World of the Forensic Scientist”
· “Interview” by Sara Henderson Hay

· “The Trouble with TV” by Robert MacNeil2
	· Group discussion
	

	21
	
	1. Plan, write, and deliver a persuasive speech.
2. Use adjectives and articles to modify nouns and pronouns, use adverbs to modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.
3. Distinguish comparative and superlative forms and identify correct usage of both.

4. Use the writing process to plan, draft, revise, and publish a cause-and-effect essay.
	
	· Writing process
· Peer review
	· Anne Frank
· Reading Journals
	· Essay
	Cause-and-effect essay

	22
	
	1. Cooperate with group members to identify cause and effects.
2. Identify how the diction of a passage determines its tone.

3. Distinguish statements of fact from statements of opinion in nonfiction prose.
	
	· Literary circle
· Writing exercises
	· “On Women’s Right to Suffrage” by Susan B. Anthony
· “America the Not-So-Beautiful” by Andrew A. Rooney
	· small group collaboration and discussion
	

	23
	
	1. Identify elements that biographies and autobiographies have in common.
2. Identify important events and analyze the author’s perspective in an autobiography.

3. Determine how an author’s writing style is influenced by his or her purpose.

4. Identify coordinating and subordinating conjunctions

5. Identify, spell, and define pairs of homophones.
	
	· Class discussions
	· “Harriet Beecher Stowe”
· “Narrative of The Life of Frederick Douglass” by Frederick Douglass

· “Volar: To Fly” by Judith Ortiz Cofer
	· question and answer
	

	24
	
	1. Use the writing process to plan, draft, revise, edit, and publish a persuasive essay.
2. Analyze themes and elements of a novel and creatively demonstrate those themes through a project.
	
	· Writing process
· Peer review


	· Anne Frank
	· Persuasive essay
· Anchor book project

· End of unit test
	

	25
	What is the secret to REACHING SOMEONE with words?
	1. Demonstrate how tone of voice and physical movement convey meaning, and how they can be described in writing.
2. Compare and contrast prose and poetry.

3. Use paraphrasing to convey key information and interpretations of passages

4. Apply knowledge of word roots to define unfamiliar words
	In this unit we focus on using words to be powerful communicators.  With the big question, “What is the secret to REACHING SOMEONE with words?” we are able to analyze and discuss how words and body language affect others.  With this knowledge we can then easily transition to how those same skills
	· Word building exercises
· Class discussions
	· From “Rumblefish” by S. E. Hinton
· “For Some, Pain is Orange” by Susan Hornik
	· 
	

	26
	
	1. Identify techniques used to create imagery, such as diction and sensory language.
2. Analyze and interpret imagery in poetry.

3. Define symbols and identify how they are used in poetry and prose readings.

4. Distinguish direct, indirect, and extended metaphors
	to how we interact with our peers and acquaintances.  How can we effectively use our words to encourage and uplift those around us?  How can we use our words to reach others for Christ or impact the lives of those we meet on a daily basis?
	· Small group collaboration
· Sensory language exercises
	· “At First, It is True, I Thought There Were Only Peaches & Wild Grapes” by Alice Walker
· “Alabanza; In Praise of Local 100” by Martin Espada

· “Fire and Ice” by Robert Frost

· “Kim” by Paul Fleischmann

· “The Road Not Taken” by Robert Frost
	· 
	

	27
	
	1. Distinguish between active and passive voice.
2. Write, revise, edit, and publish a critical review

3. Use correct writing conventions, especially active and passive voice.

4. Use textual clues to determine the cultural context of a literary work.
	
	· Writing process
· Peer review

· White board activities
	· “Ode to Enchanted Night” by Pablo Neruda
· “Hope’ is the thing with feathers” by Emily Dickinson

· “Dreams” by Langston Hughes

· “The City Is so Big” by Richard Garcia
	· Critical review
	

	28
	
	1. Choose the best paraphrase for a passage
2. Use context clues to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary and idioms.

3. Identify rhythm and meter in poetry

4. Examine poetry to understand meter
	
	· Class discussions
· Small group collaboration
	· Free-choice Book
· “Short-Sided Soccer”

· “The Rhythms of Rap” by Kathiann M. Kowalski
	· Mid-Unit Benchmark Test
· Question and answer
	

	29
	
	1. Convey a poem’s meaning through oral presentation with pace, tone, and gestures.
2. Define forms of poetry

3. Identify the speaker of a poem and how the speaker affects the meaning

4. Write simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences
	
	· Oral presentation
· Class discussion

· Sentence writing exercises
	· “Onamatopoeia” by Eve Merriam
· “I Hear America Singing” by Walt Whitman

· “The Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln

· “Slam, Dunk, & Hook” by Yusef Komunyakaa

· “The Eagle” by Alfred, Lord Tennyson
	· Poem Presentation
	

	30
	
	1. Share strategies for improving writing for assessment
2. Write for assessment accurately, clearly, and with good organization

3. Analyze and creatively respond to a free-choice novel through the use of a poetry project.
	
	· Writing project
· Peer review
	· Haikus by Basho, Chiyojo
· “I, Too” by Langston Hughes

· “Forsythia” by Mary Ellen Solt

· “the New Colossus” by Emma Lazarus

· “Fences” by Pat Mora
	· Writing assessment
· Free-choice book project
	

	31
	Is it our DIFFERENCES or our SIMILARITIES that matter most?
	1. Identify traits that differentiate individuals from each other and traits that individuals share.
2. Recognize clue words that signal causes and effects and use them to describe cause-and-effect relationships.

3. Think critically about etymology and how new words are created

4. Create new words by combining old words and by using root words.
	The Big Question for this Unit once again lends greatly to discussions of a spiritual nature:
How do our differences and similarities play a part in our roles in the church and as a body of believers.  How do our similarities and differences affect how we respond to each other and work with each other?  
	· Class discussion
· Partner activities
	· “Moving Plates of Rock”
· “The red Tail Angels”
	· question and answer
· discussion
	

	32
	
	1. Distinguish between dialogue and stage directions in a play
2. Recognize the main characters in a play or short story and their motives

3. Identify and distinguish participles, participial phrases, and gerunds.

4. Combine two sentences using gerunds and participles.
	
	· Small group collaboration
· White board activities
	· From “Let Me Hear you Whisper” by Paul Zindel
· From “Pygmalion” by George Bernard Shaw

· “Thank you, M’am” by Langston Hughes
	· worksheet completion
	

	33
	
	1. Use appropriate transitional words to clearly indicate order of steps in a how-to guide.
2. Compare and contrast the different methods that writers use to portray characters’ feelings and motivations.

3. Apply the skill of drawing conclusions to a variety of texts, including drama and nonfiction.
4. Analyze the role of setting in creating suspense
	
	· Writing process
· Peer review
	· “Golden Years” by Joel Achenbach
	· Mid-Unit Benchmark Test

· How-to manual
	

	34
	
	1. Identify aspects of setting in drama, including staging, sets, and props.
2. Analyze dramatization of experiences and stories.

3. Analyze characters in plays based on what they say and do.
4. Work in a group to present a scene from a play

5. Use vocal expression to enhance a dramatic reading or performance.
	
	· Analyzing a play
· Small group collaboration
	· From “The Diary of Anne Frank” by Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett
· From “Hatchet” by Gary Paulsen

· From “the Dancers” by Horton Foote

· “Coyote Steals the Sun and Moon” retold by Richard Erdoes and Alfonso Ortiz
	· group work
	

	35
	
	1. Identify and distinguish between independent and subordinate clauses.
2. Use the writing process to plan, draft, and revise a job application letter.

3. Demonstrate use of language and tone appropriate to a business letter.
	
	· White board activities
· Class discussion
	· From “FOB” by David Henry Hwang
· From “The Piano Lesson” by August Wilson

· From “A Raisin in the Sun” by Lorraine Hansberry

· “Harlem” by Langston Hughes
	· independent work
· question and answer

· participation in discussion
	

	36
	
	1. Participate in a discussion of literary works by sharing evaluating, and responding to questions.
2. Choose and complete a creative project to show understanding of the anchor book.
	
	· Literature Circle
	· Farewell to Manzanar
	· Literature Circle

· Anchor book project
· End of Unit Test
	


