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January Board of Education Meeting Synopsis          

January 21, 2020 

-Order was called with the Pledge of Allegiance 

-There was an addition made to the agenda. 

-There were two visitors to the meeting: Scott Senska and Paula Linke with the 4H grounds building 

committee. 

The visitors approached the SC Board of Ed and district administration to discuss an opportunity 

regarding their plans to build an addition to the current 4H building located just east of the 

school property.  Their purpose was to inform the district of their plan to build the addition and 

to open dialogue regarding the district’s interest in potentially utilizing the new space.  The 

vision of the 4H group is to have the new and old space to serve as a community building, thus 

their presenting to both Woonsocket and SC school districts.  A number of uses for the space 

were discussed as potential activities being made available.  This list is not all inclusive:  Space 

for various classroom parties and activities that are difficult to hold within the school 

classrooms, plays and other activities where a stage would be of use, potentially hosting FFA/AG 

related events, like CDE’s and other activities that an inside space would be helpful, practices for 

marching band, winterguard(if it returns), cheerleading, or any other activity that may need 

space that is difficult to schedule in either school’s facilities.  The building ideas were discussed, 

and the district was asked to consider if there is interest in committing to use the facility and to 

what degree would the district be willing to commit to using it from a financial perspective.  This 

idea will continue to be discussed as part of February’s board meeting with a final decision to be 

made by the March board meeting, per the request made by the 4H building committee in order 

to further the process in a timely manner.  

-Approved the agenda and the minutes from the December 10th School Board Meeting, and the Bills and 

Financial Reports. 

-Superintendent Siemsen reported the following: 

Legislative sessions have begun.  New report from the Governor states that there is more 

revenue than anticipated, and that money will be allocated to help fund education.  I will be 

attending superintendent’s day at the capital on February 5th.  Hopefully some ideas will be 

helpful in determining how the funds are allocated.  Honor Roll and report card distribution for 

quarter 2 occurred.  Info was sent to the newspapers.  We have 2 student teachers this 

semester: Tate Deinert in MS Math and Breanne Brandenburg in 1st grade.  On January 9th the 6-

12 grade students attended an assembly in Woonsocket (we were approached by 

Hitchcock/Tulare as several schools in the area participated in the assembly to defray the cost).  

The theme was centered around self-worth and making good decisions.  The presenter was an 

illusionist and integrated magic and humor into the presentation.  Well worth the time.   



Ms. Ronning and I are continuing work on the requirements for the Perkins Grant and CTE 

related items for our course offerings.  We have a meeting on January 23rd.  We are continuing 

to work with Roxane Dyk on elements for our upcoming accreditation review in April.   A grant 

was given to the School of the Deaf to hire a deaf educator.  We were approached about being a 

school who would receive services from this position.  We definitely are and will continue to 

work with them.  

-Principal Vermeulen reported the following: 

Marla Feistner and Kathy Wingert will be teaching CPR to the 8th grade students on January 27th 

and February 6th.  The Sanborn County Commissioners will be funding these classes.  Students in 

12th grade will complete the training in the spring.  Tate Deinert and Breanne Brandenburg are 

student teaching this semester at SC.  Tate is in Mr. McCain’s classroom and Breanne is in Miss 

Larson’s classroom.  School was not held on January 20th.  Students in grades 6th – 12th attended 

an assembly in Woonsocket on January 9th.  A little magic, comedy, and information regarding 

the topic of respecting yourself and others.  Standing up for what you believe.  Mica Foxley is 

the proud mother of a baby girl.  Vicki Harmderks is acting as her substitute.  Marla Feistner will 

be presenting information regarding e-cigarettes to grades 5th – 12th in February. 

-Discussion items:   

The board discussed the merits of purchasing a skid loader for a multitude of uses, particularly 

to assist in snow removal.  The members and administration see the value and will continue 

searching with an eye on a potential purchase in the near future.  Also, per a discussion item 

from a past meeting, the potential purchase of a newer suburban was discussed.  This is another 

item that would be helpful and will also be monitored.  Age for prom dates was discussed.  

Options for storage in the AG Shop was also part of the discussion.  Miss Ronning will be asked 

to provide some thoughts and input into this. 

-Approved the designation of surplus items: old ms math books and old marching band uniforms. 

-Approved entering into executive session to discuss personnel items, superintendent evaluation and a 

student matter.  In at 9:22 pm and out at 9:55 pm. 

-Adjournment at 9:56 pm. 

-Next scheduled board meeting will be held on Monday, February 10th at 7:00 pm in Forestburg.  

  

 

 


