
 

January   2020   Parent   Letter   &   Board   Notes   from  
Highland   High   School  

 

From   Dr.   Chris   Becker,   Principal-      Semester   II   is   underway   as  
students   and   staff   returned   to   classes   on   Tuesday,   January   7.   We  
hope   you   had   a   wonderful   Winter   Break   and   are   excited   for   the   new  
term.    Faculty   and   staff   continue   their   strong   efforts   to   support  
teaching,   learning,   and   extracurriculars,   and   work   to   prepare   students  
for   the   future.    During   the   January   6   Teacher   In-Service,   faculty  
participated   in   valuable   Professional   Development   training   that  
included   a   powerful   keynote   session   from   educational   speaker   Dr.  
Todd   Whitaker   and   a    Stop   the   Bleed    safety   training   led   by   SRO,   Chris  
Flake   and   area   first   responders.    Recently,   the   HHS   Varsity   Cheer  
Team   brought   home   a   1st   place   trophy   at   the   ICCA   competition   in  
Springfield,   IL   and   were   also   crowned   MVC   champions.    Finally,  
please   check   out   a   copy   of   the   newly   designed    Highland   CUSD   5  
Strategic   Planning   Brochure    which   showcases   the   goals   and   targets  
for   the   district   in   coming   years.    We   are   excited   about   the   direction   of  
the   district   and   look   forward   to   action   plans   moving   forward   to  
improve   our   amazing   schools   and   community.    The   next   Highland  
CUSD   #5   Board   Meeting   is   scheduled   for   Monday,   January   27th   at  
6:00pm   at   the   District   Office.    

 

Please   see   the   information   below   regarding   the   practice   SAT   for  
Juniors   on   February   7,   the   April   PSAT/SAT   Test   for   Freshman,  
Sophomores,   and   Juniors   on   April   14,   the   Illinois   Science  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bz_72jPcjgWAaUx1aU9ZSHRia21sWFMwVTBpOTl5SVVIY20w/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0Bz_72jPcjgWAaUx1aU9ZSHRia21sWFMwVTBpOTl5SVVIY20w/view


 

Assessment   for   Juniors   on   April   22,   and   the   5Essentials   Survey.    As  
always,   please   contact   the   HHS   office   with   any   questions,   feedback,  
or   concerns.    We   appreciate   your   continued   support   in   making   HHS  
the   best   it   can   be   for   students,   faculty,   parents,   and   community.   
 

Attention   Junior   Parents:   Practice   SAT   Test   Fri.,   February   7  
HHS   juniors   will   take   the    practice     SAT   test   on   Friday,   February   7    in  
preparation   for   the   required    SAT   Test   on   Tuesday,   April   14 .    An  
additional   parent   letter   will   be   sent   later   in   the   term.   See   the   notes  
below   for   more   details:  

● Encourage   your   11 th    grader   to   spend   time   at   home   prepping  
with   Khan   Academy-    https://www.khanacademy.org/sat  

● Khan   Academy   offers   free   practice   materials   for   SAT   prep  
● English   teachers   are   registering   all   juniors   for   Khan   Academy  

prep   &   students   will   have   logins   to   practice   
● Juniors   will   practice   Khan   Academy   modules   in   English,   math,  

&   other   classes   during   semester   II   
 

PSAT/SAT   Test-   Tues.,   April   14   for   Frosh,   Soph,   and   Juniors  
-College   &   Career   Day   for   Seniors   Tues.,   April   14  
-Illinois   Science   Assessment   Test   for   all   Juniors   Wed.,   April   22  

● Freshmen   and   Sophomores   will   take   the   required   PSAT   &  
Juniors   will   take   the   required   SAT   on   Tues.,   April   14  

● Parents   of   9th,   10th,   and   11th   grade   students   are   required   to  
complete   the   following   Participation   in    College   Planning   Options  
Consent   Form    regarding   pre   administration   of   the   PSAT/SAT  
per   College   Board   and   ISBE.     Forms   should   be   turned   into   the  

 

https://www.smore.com/app/reporting/out/9b7v0?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.khanacademy.org%2Ftest-prep%2Fsat&t=https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat&w=w-3091006487&i=&l=l-8370118704
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rxceYmezfiSUN0c3dCV19FcFhzQjFwVThqcGhUUzd4TExV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rxceYmezfiSUN0c3dCV19FcFhzQjFwVThqcGhUUzd4TExV/view?usp=sharing


 

HHS   Office   by   Monday,   March   2nd.     Forms   will   be   handed   out  
to   students   during   1st   hour   and   extra   copies   are   also   available  
in   the   HHS   Office   or   at   the   Information   Desk.   

● Juniors   take   the   required   Illinois   Science   Assessment   on   Wed.,  
April   22   

● Additional   Parent   Letters   will   be   sent   closer   to   test   time   
● Seniors   have   a   non   attendance    College/Career   Day    on   April   14  

and   will   NOT   attend   school.   
● Seniors   are   encouraged   to   spend   the   day   visiting   their   college  

or   check   out   career   opportunities.   (This   day   does   not   count   as  
one   of   the   students’   two   College/Career   Days.)  

 
5Essentials   Survey-      The   2019-20   Illinois   Parent   Survey   window   will  
close   on   Feb.   14,   2020.    Please   see   the   link   to   complete:  
http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/   
Participation   in   the   parent   portion   helps   us   understand   conditions   at  
our   school   and   guides   improvement.   Your   identity   and   survey  
responses   will   be   kept   completely   confidential   and   will   never   be  
connected   to   you   or   your   child.   If   you   have   any   questions,   please   call  
5Essentials   Client   Services    at   1-866-440-1874.   Thank   you   in  
advance   for   your   participation!  
 
From   Ms.   Amy   Boscolo,   Assistant   Principal/Athletic   Director:   
 
Winter   Sports   Update-  
The   Dance   Team   will   compete   at   Sectionals   on   Sat.,   Jan.   25.    The  
IHSA   State   Tournament   will   be   held   on   Fri.,   Jan.   31   and   Sat.,   Feb.   1.   
 

 

http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/
http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/


 

Cheerleading   won   the   ICCA   State   Championship   on   Saturday,  
January   11   and   were   crowned   MVC   Champions   at   Triad   on   Jan.15.  
They   will   compete   in   the   IHSA   Sectional   on   Sat.,   Feb.   1.    The   IHSA  
State   Tournament   will   be   held   on   Fri.,   Feb.   7   and   Sat.,   Feb.   8.   
 
Wrestling   will   host   the   MVC   Conference   Super   Duals   on   Sat.,   Feb.   1.   
 
Boys   Bowling   had   5   members   of   the   team   qualify   for   Sectionals   on  
January   21.    Girls   Bowling   will   be   at   Regionals   on   Sat.,   February   2.  
 
Boys   and   Girls   Basketball   are   still   competing   in   regular   season   play.  
Regional   play   will   begin   mid-February   for   the   girls   and   late   February  
for   the   boys.   
 
From   Associate   Principal,   Caleb   Houchins   &   Chris   Flake,   SRO-   

During   the   Teacher   In-Service   on   Monday,   January   6,   SRO   Chris  
Flake   and   other   members   of   the   Highland   Police   Department,  
Grantfork   Police   Department,   Madison   County   Sheriff's   Department,  
and   Highland   EMT   held   a    Stop   the   Bleed    safety   training   for   all   High  
School   and   Middle   School   faculty.    Teachers   rotated   through   several  
stations   that   showed   how   to   use   a   basic   tourniquet   and   an   Israeli  
Bandage,   make   slings,   and   transfer   victims   out   of   unsafe   areas.    This  
in-service   was   done   in   conjunction   with   the   new   school   safety  
buckets   that   have   been   provided   to   every   teacher   in   the   district.  
Every   teacher   now   has   the   resources   and   knowledge   to   provide   first  
aid   in   any   emergency   situation.  
 
On   Thursday,   January   9th,    Whim   ‘N   Rhythm ,   an   all   female   a   capella  
group   from   Yale   University,   performed   a   concert   for   the   entire   student  

 



 

body   at   Highland   High   School.    The   concert   ranged   from   present   day  
Top   40   hits   like    Rumor   Has   It     by   Adele   to   classic   country   songs   such  
as    Jolene     by   Dolly   Parton.    It   was   an   excellent   concert   and   our  
student   body   enjoyed   the   show.    Exposure   to   the   arts   is   a   key  
component   in   giving   all   of   our   students   a   well   rounded   education.  
Stay   tuned   for   additional   PLC   assemblies   that   are   in   the   works   for  
February   and   March.   
 

From   the   School   Counselors-Mary   Jackson   (Department   Chair),  
Carrie   Lieberman,   and   Amber   Spaeth:    December   was   busy  
wrapping   up   groups   for   the   semester   and   helping   students   prepare  
for   final   exams.    Counselors   attended   the   ISCA   Workshop,    Helping  

Students   with   Trauma   and   Emotional   Dysregulation    and   the    SWIC  

Partnership   Day .    Approximately   106   students   signed-in   for   individual  
appointments.    Roughly   48%   were   seniors;   12%   juniors;   17%  
sophomores   and   23%   freshman.    Students   signed   in   70%   of   the   time  
for   Academic   Reasons;   21%   for   College   or   Career   Reasons,   and   9%  
of   the   time   for   Personal   (Social/   Emotional)   Reasons.    Counselors   are  
busy   working   with   students   on   their   2020-2021   pre-registration  
course   selections,   scholarship   applications,   testing   prep   and   more.  
See   the   latest   newsletter   for   more   info:    https://www.smore.com/gqtwd  
 

From   Natalie   Propst,   School   Nurse-    Just   a   friendly   reminder   that  
we   are   in   the   midst   of   flu   season.   Per   the   CDC,   there   are   several  
steps   you   can   take   to   protect   your   student   and   household   from   the  
flu,   which   include   the   following:   
 

 

https://www.smore.com/gqtwd


 

● Get   the   flu   vaccination   as   it’s   recommended   for   those   6   months  
and   older.  

● Stay   away   from   those   who   are   sick.  
● Keep   those   who   are   sick   with   flu-like   illnesses   away   from  

others,   and   keep   those   with   illness   home   until   fever   free   for   24  
hours,   without   the   use   of   medication.  

● Cover   your   mouth   and   nose   with   a   tissue   when   coughing   or  
sneezing.  

● Wash   hands   often   with   soap   and   water,   or   alcohol   based   hand  
rub   if   soap   and   water   are   not   available.  

● Avoid   touching   face   (eyes,   nose,   and   mouth).  
● Clean   and   disinfect   surfaces   that   may   be   contaminated   with  

germs   with   household   disinfectants,   according   to   label  
directions.  

From   Math   Team   Coaches-   Mrs.   Kimmle   and   Mr.   James:     The  
Math   Team   participated   in   5   competitions   last   semester   involving   the  
Southwest   Math   Conference   and   Excellence   in   Math.    Highland  
students   earned   22   individual   awards   and   a   second   place   team  
award.    The   next   competition   will   be   Regionals   in   February.    The  
coaches   are   Valerie   Kimmle   and   Brent   James.  

 

 

From   Andrew   Gibb-Clark,   Choir   Director  

 



 

The   spring   semester   is   a   busy   time   for   the   choirs!   We   begin   the  
semester   with   a   Pancake   Fundraiser   that   includes   performances   by  
all   of   the   district   choirs   on   Jan   25th.    The   HHS   Show   Choir   will   debut  
their   full   show   this   year   at   the   event!    Six   choir   students   will   be  
attending   All-State   Jan.   28-Feb.   1st.   After   All-State,   the   show   choir  
will   attend   3   competitions,   Feb.   8th   in   Troy,   Missouri,   February   21st  
and   22nd   in   Davenport,   Iowa,   and   February   29th   in   Sullivan,   IL.  
Auditions   for   the   Spring   Musical   were   held   January   14th   and   15th   and  
rehearsals   have   started   well!   This   years   show   is   “The   Little   Mermaid”  
and   will   take   place   April   3rd-5th   at   the   Highland   Elementary  
Auditorium.   

 

 



 

Check   out   the   links   for   info   on   the   HHS   website   &   social   media  
Highland   CUSD   #5     and     HHS   Web   Pages   
HHS   Smartphone   App -     Apple   App   Store    &     Google   Play  
HHS   Twitter-     https://twitter.com/HHSbulldogsIL    
HHS   Twitter   Athletics -     https://twitter.com/HHSBulldogAD    
HHSFacebook - https://www.facebook.com/Highland-High-School-IL-5014794 
83667441/    
Highland   CUSD   5   Facebook -     https://www.facebook.com/highlandcusd5/  
HHS   Counseling-  
https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-high-school/page/counseling-de 
partment--18   
PowerSchool   Login-     https://ps.highlandcusd5.org/public/    
Links   for   HHS   Events   and   Happenings-  
2019-2020   HHS   Important   Dates    &    2019-2020   School   Calendar   
Athletic   Website ,    FALL   SPORTS ,     WINTER   SPORTS     &    SPRING   SPORTS  
 
Educationally   Yours,  
 
Dr.   Chris   Becker Mr.   Caleb   Houchins Ms.   Amy   Boscolo  
Principal Associate   Principal Assistant   Principal/Athletics   
cbecker@highlandcusd.org            chouchins@highlandcusd5.org       aboscolo@highlandcusd5.org   
 
 

 

https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-cusd-5
https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-high-school
https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-high-school
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/highland-cusd-5-il/id1432066672
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/highland-cusd-5-il/id1432066672
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.apptegy.highlandil
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.apptegy.highlandil
https://twitter.com/HHSbulldogsIL
https://twitter.com/HHSbulldogsIL
https://twitter.com/HHSBulldogAD
https://twitter.com/HHSBulldogAD
https://www.facebook.com/Highland-High-School-IL-501479483667441/
https://www.facebook.com/Highland-High-School-IL-501479483667441/
https://www.facebook.com/highlandcusd5/
https://www.facebook.com/highlandcusd5/
https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-high-school/page/counseling-department--18
https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-high-school/page/counseling-department--18
https://www.highlandcusd5.org/o/highland-high-school/page/counseling-department--18
https://ps.highlandcusd5.org/public/
https://ps.highlandcusd5.org/public/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zw7sAFqM40R6qGb12vLkE8i-mUQ0cEyF1sZx4lSirMc/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rxceYmezfiVTVod0xadC16OGlLXzhJaFhzOXhPYm9sYjBZ/view?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/highlandcusd5.org/hhsathletics
https://sites.google.com/highlandcusd5.org/hhsathletics/fall-sports
https://sites.google.com/highlandcusd5.org/hhsathletics/winter-sports?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/highlandcusd5.org/hhsathletics/winter-sports?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/highlandcusd5.org/hhsathletics/spring-sports?authuser=0
mailto:cbecker@highlandcusd.org
mailto:chouchins@highlandcusd5.org
mailto:aboscolo@highlandcusd5.org


 
Parents   of   9th,   10th   and   11th   graders   must   complete   the    College   Planning  
Options   Consent   Form    and    return   to   the   HHS   Office   by   Mon.,   March.   2nd .   

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rxceYmezfiSUN0c3dCV19FcFhzQjFwVThqcGhUUzd4TExV/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0rxceYmezfiSUN0c3dCV19FcFhzQjFwVThqcGhUUzd4TExV/view?usp=sharing


 

  

 



 

  

 



 
  

 



 

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 

 

 


