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Course Information 

Description: 

Accelerated Global Studies is an interdisciplinary course taught in conjunction with Accelerated 
Reading and Writing Workshop 118.  The course will examine the geography, culture, and history of 
various regions of the world.  Students in Reading and Writing Workshop will read works of 
literature from the same time period and/or region. 

Prerequisites: 
Recommendation from 8th Grade teachers. 

Course Standards: 
● Inquiry 

○ Students can create an inquiry into a social studies topic and pursue their inquiry in a 
way that results in a rich learning experience.   

● Geography 
○ Students examine local, national and/or global issues by using geographic tools to 

analyze data and examine cultural information. 
● Global Economics  

○ Students examine how trade leads to increasing economic interdependence and the 
impact trade has on different groups within participation nations. 



 
● Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence 

○ Students use various technologies and skills to find information and to express their 
responses to questions through well-reasoned explanations and evidence-based 
arguments.  

 
 
Transferable Skills:  

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due dates, and 
come to class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of time to arrange 
alternate due dates for extenuating circumstances.	

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal decisions and 
actions; works collaboratively with others; and uses technology and digital media responsibly.	

● Informed & Integrated Thinking: Use evidence to justify claims and arguments.	

Required Texts and Materials 

● Various teacher provided materials, with an emphasis on primary documents. 
 

Standard and Course Scoring  

Each course content standard will be averaged to the nearest whole number. All course 
content standards will then be averaged together to provide an Overall Course 
Proficiency/Standard Average. Students must have a 3.0 or higher as an Overall Course 
Proficiency Average in order to pass the class and receive course credit. 

If a student’s score trend over time shows a growth pattern that the average does not show, 
then scores will be adjusted higher to best represent that growth.  

 
Assessment Policy 
Assessments:  Each unit of study will consist of the following assessment strategies outlined 
below. 
  

1. Pre-Assessments:  Pre-Assessments are implemented at the beginning of a new unit 
of study and are used to determine where individual students are in their 
understanding of a new concept that is about to be learned in class. Pre-Assessments 
sift out a student’s prior knowledge  and their current understandings and 
preconceptions about a topic. These are not graded and do not count toward the 
student’s course grade. Pre- Assessment data informs what’s needed for learning the 
new topic of study.  
 



2. Formative Assessments:  Students will engage in a variety of different kinds of 
assessments throughout a unit of study that are designed to monitor a student’s 
progress toward learning topics, concepts, and information. Examples include 
entrance and exit cards, surveys, discussion-based observation, ungraded quizzes, or 
1:1 or small group targeted assessment between teacher and student. Formative 
Assessments are given regularly, not graded,  and in a wide variety of formats. 
 

3. Summative Assessment:  Students will engage in assessments that are much bigger, 
more comprehensive, and graded. These grades count toward the student’s course 
grade. Summative Assessments measure the student’s ability to learn and apply 
knowledge. Examples include graded quizzes, tests, projects, and written papers. 
Summative Assessments can occur at key stopping points throughout a unit of study.  

 
What It Means To Be Proficient In Global Studies 

A) In order to “pass the course” and obtain course credit, the student must demonstrate 
Proficiency in a content PBGR throughout each of our units of study.  

B)  In order for students to learn and grow to become proficient in Global Studies, they 
must complete every assignment and assessment given in the class 

C) If assignments or assessments are not completed, then a “1” will go in the 
gradebook, therefore affecting the overall Proficiency score for a student. 

 
Course Outline 

○ World War I and World War II: an analysis of the global impact of these two wars. 
○ China:  a study of the emergence of modern China.  Topics will include the Opium 

Wars, the Boxer Rebellion, the fall of the last imperial dynasty (Qing), rise of 
communism, the Great Leap Forward, and the Cultural Revolution.   

○ The French Revolution: an examination and analysis of the global impacts of both 
the French Revolution and the Age of Napoleon.  

○ Russia/Soviet Union: an examination of the origins of the Russian people and its 
history of authoritarian rule, from Tsarist Russia, the Soviet Era, to the present.  

○ Middle East: subjects will include the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict, Sunni and Shi’a 
Islam, the Iranian Revolution, and the rise of ISIS. 

○ Africa: a study of the four geographic regions of Africa and the impact of European 
colonization. 


