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Course Information 

Description: 

Global Studies is a yearlong, one credit, college and career preparatory course for 9th graders. 
Global Studies engages students in a rich learning environment focused on the geographic and 
cultural aspects of human societies from all over the globe, both present and past, as well as 
engaging students in learning contemporary global, national, and local current events. One of 
the founding premises of this required course is to introduce students to the very geographically 
and culturally diverse physical and social world around us, and how “what we do” in our lives 
here in northwestern Vermont is interconnected with myriad groups, organizations, and people 
on a global level. Proficiencies: Inquiry, History, Geography, Civics, Government and Society, 
Economics. 

 
Prerequisites: 
There are no prerequisites for this class 

 



 

Course Standards: 
● Inquiry 

Make sense of the world through questioning and developing reasonable explanations to 
support such inquiry through the analysis of information.   
 

● Evaluating Sources & Using Evidence  
Use various technologies and skills to find information and to express responses to 
questions through well-reasoned explanations and evidence-based arguments.  
 

● Global Economics  
Students make economic decisions through understanding the interactions between 
humans, governments, economic systems and both the national and global 
marketplaces.  
 

● Geography  
Students use geographic inquiry and reasoning to propose solutions to local, national 
and global issues.  

 
Transferable Skills:  

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due 
dates, and come to class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of 
time to arrange alternate due dates for extenuating circumstances.	
 

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal 
decisions and actions; works collaboratively with others; and uses technology and digital 
media responsibly.	

Required Texts and Materials 

● Three ring binder  
● All other class material will be provided by the instructor  

 

Standard and Course Scoring  
A course score average of 3 or better will receive credit for the course.  
  
For example: 
Standard - Reading: 4 
Standard - Writing: 2 
Standard - Speaking and Listening: 3 
Standard - Language: 3 
Course score = 3  
 



 

 

Assessment Policy 

It is always the student’s responsibility to learn and practice being a self-directed 
and responsible learner.  

 

#1) What It Means To Be Proficient In Global Studies 
A) In order to “pass the course” and obtain course credit, the student must demonstrate 

Proficiency in a content PBGR throughout each of our units of study.  
B)  In order for students to learn and grow to become proficient in Global Studies, they 

must complete every assignment and assessment given in the class 
C) If assignments or assessments are not completed, then a “1” will go in the 

gradebook, therefore affecting the overall Proficiency score for a student. 



 
 
#2) Assignment/Assessment Retake - Redo Policy  
The BFA Policy says, “All students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate 
proficiency with all Parent Standards for each class, recognizing that each student learns at 
different rates and times.” 
 AND   
"Teachers will establish clear and reasonable deadlines and due dates for assignments and 
assessments in order to keep the progression of learning viable and manageable for 
students. Students who have a documented need, or prevailing individual requirement, for 
additional time will work collaboratively with the classroom teacher to accommodate those 
needs." 
 

A) So, students will be able to retake or redo assignments or assessments within three 
weeks of the original date it was issued in class. 

B) If the three week time period elapses and the student has not retaken or redone an 
assignment/assessment, then the original score/grade remains in place and the 
time window has closed.  

 
 
#3) Incomplete or Missing Assignments/Assessments 
The Bellows Free Academy Student Handbook states that, “Students assume full 
responsibility for meeting with teachers upon their return from school from an absence to 
make arrangements for any missed or late assignments, and to make up that work. A 
student will be allowed 2 school days to make such arrangements for work missed during 
his/her excused absence regardless of length of absence (p.20).” 
 AND   
"Teachers will establish clear and reasonable deadlines and due dates for assignments and 
assessments in order to keep the progression of learning viable and manageable for 
students. Students who have a documented need, or prevailing individual requirement, for 
additional time will work collaboratively with the classroom teacher to accommodate those 
needs." 

A) Students can meet with their teacher either before school, during Advisory, during 
Enrichment, or at a pre-arranged time after school within the required 2-day time 
period to make such arrangements for making up what they missed.  

B) If the 2-day time period elapses and the student has not taken the required steps to 
meet with the teacher to obtain their missing work, then an Incomplete will go in the 
gradebook and the above policy on Assignment/Assessment Retakes and Redos 
goes into effect. 

C) If assignments or assessments are not completed, then a “1” will go in the 
gradebook, therefore affecting the overall Proficiency score for a student. 

D) Any exception to the above requirements must be arranged between the student, 
teacher, and parent/guardians. 



 
 
#4) Extra Time, Additional Assistance, Student Supports 

A) It is widely known that each student learns at different rates and times. 
B) The student only has to reach out and communicate with the teacher as soon as 

they can...OR, be receptive to the teacher reaching out to them. 
C) The teacher reserves the right to alter the above requirements in order to 

accommodate an individual student’s needs at any given point in time. 
D) It is always the student’s responsibility to learn and practice being a self-directed 

and responsible learner. 

 
 

#5) How A Student Demonstrates They Are Proficient At Semester End 
A) Students will use Unified Classroom in Power School as a place to keep their work 

and provide the evidence that they have learned and met the Proficiency 
Requirements of Global Studies. 

B) The student’s Unified Classroom Page will be used as the basis of their course grade. 
 

Course Outline 

Together we will develop our understanding of influential political, economic, social and cultural 
events of the past and present. As we consider world geography and history, we’ll develop our 
own sense of identity, culture, and community to determine our responsibility, as global citizens, 
to work for social justice.  

Together we will explore the Middle East, Europe, Latin America, and Asia to discover the 
cultural connections these geographical regions share and the differences that distinguish them. 
We’ll investigate their history and how it relates to their present roles in the world. Together we’ll 
focus on a number of common themes as we examine each of these regions. 
	
	
Additional Information  
 
Smartphones and personal devices that connect to media and social apps are 
prohibited from this class: 
Students will leave their phones and devices out of sight or in their lockers. Face down on the 
table does not count as out of sight. 

A) Unfortunately, these devices serve as more of a distraction to learning than a resource. 
Additionally, the teenage brain is not fully developed and is more emotion based than 
logical; and coupled with unrestricted and unsupervised use of  social media, undesired 
power struggles occur. 



B) Students may not use phones and devices during class time, unless directed by the 
teacher to do so.  

C) Parents/Guardians  can call 802-527-6534 to reach their student in the classroom 
D) Please refer to the district cell phone use guidelines below.  

 
9th-12th Grade District Cell Phone Expectations 

 
● Expectation: Cell phones are only permitted during scheduled passing and lunch 

times 
● Teachers have the right to ask students to turn in their phones at the start of the 

class 
● During Advisory, faculty and staff may use their professional discretion as to when cell-

phone use is appropriate 
● Cell phones are permitted for use in classrooms for instructional purposes only with 

explicit direction from the teacher, this includes enrichment 
● Students are not permitted to have their phones when utilizing a pass to go to their 

locker, bathroom, nurse, etc. 
● If a student is observed using a cell phone during class time outside of their room it will 

result in a disciplinary referral and loss of phone privileges, e.g. turning in their phone to 
the office for the remainder of the day. If a student refuses to turn in their phone it will 
result in further disciplinary action. 

● If a student is inappropriately utilizing a cell phone during class time, the teacher may 
collect the phone for the remainder of class or have it turned into the Main Office. If the 
student refuses either of the choices this becomes a disciplinary referral for 
insubordination and gets sent to the appropriate administrator. 

 
 
The two words to live by in this class… Respect and Responsibility!  
This class needs to be an open and safe environment. I encourage you to speak and think 
freely, that is part of what being a scholar is about. The more debate and conversation we can 
generate, the more interesting this class will become! The rest of the class and I may not always 
agree with what you say, but we respect your thoughts and your right to voice an opinion. 
Please remember that derogatory comments or hurtful remarks in the course of conversation 
are NOT acceptable at anytime.  
 
 
Communication  
Have questions, comments, or concerns? Please ask! You are welcome to stop in after school 
or email at any time. Your parents/ guardians should also feel free to be in touch. I will be asking 
you to share your work with them from time to time, and I look forward to a successful year 
working together.  
 


