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Social Studies Department Course Syllabus 
 

 
Course Name: U.S. History 
Course ID: 10236Y 
Course Credits: 1 
 
 

Instructor: Campbell, Mike Year/Term:  2019-20 

Room: B-208 Phone: 527-6535 

Email: mcampbell@maplerun.org   

 

Course Information 

Description: 
United States History is a required course for juniors. Students analyze America from a cultural, 
political, economic, military, domestic point of view to the late 1990’s. U.S. History A covers the 
PreCivil War era through World War I. U.S. History B covers the twentieth century beginning 
with the 52 1920’s. A variety of learning strategies will be used including discussions, 
multimedia, simulations, research, term projects, and outside readings. Evaluation is based on 
participation, assignments, tests, and projects. Proficiencies: Inquiry, History, Geography, 
Civics, Government and Society, Economics.   
 
Prerequisites: 
Global Studies, We The People, and junior status 

Course Standards: 
 

● Inquiry - Students make sense of the world through questioning and developing 
reasonable explanations to support such inquiry through analysis of information. 



● History- Students understand and evaluate change and continuity over time by making 
appropriate use of historical evidence in answering questions and developing arguments 
about the past. 
 

Transferable Skills:  
 

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due 
dates, and come to class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of 
time to arrange alternate due dates for extenuating circumstances.	

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal decisions 
and actions; works collaboratively with others; and uses technology and digital media 
responsibly.	

● Informed & Integrated Thinking: Use evidence to justify claims and arguments.	

Required Texts and Materials 

● Internet 
● The Week 
● The Americans 
● PowerSchool Learning 
● Blogger 
● The Presidents 
● The Story of Us 
● Glory, Rosewood, Cinderella Man, Pearl Harbor, Saving Private Ryan, and parts of 

several films that apply to the topics covered in the overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scoring 



 

 
Assessment Policy 
 
Assessing students with proficiencies and transferable skills may still result in some 
understandable bumps in the road but I am confident that my colleagues, and even the 
students, will work with me to make this fair and accurate.  I firmly believe in the revision 
process and I will make that available to all students upon completion of any assignments  The 
Social Studies department has collectively decided to limit this revision to a three week period 
and my time counter will start for each assignment upon the first feedback and assessment 
grade given.  The Transferable skills will be assessed, documented, and communicated in 
Unified Classroom or PowerTeacher Pro and will not impact the proficiency goals in the final 
assessment.  However they do impact the Honor Roll and whether or not a student meets the 
eligibility requirements for National Honor Society.  Therefore they must be taken as seriously 
as the proficiency assessments and I will do my best to communicate each time they apply to 
any work within my class.  Please contact me if you have any concerns regarding this 
assessment practice.   Finally, if an assessment score of 3 represents a student’s best effort, 
even after revision attempts, I will be the first in line to celebrate that score.  However, in most 
cases, students can achieve a 4 through the revision process and by working with me in the 
Enrichment period or by appointment after school.  Any further questions can be answered 
through an email or phone call.  This contact  information has already been listed above. 
 

Course Outline 

Fall Semester: 
  
Unit 1: An Era of Growth and Disunion  



 
● The U.S. Civil War occurred because of regional differences in competing political, social, and 

economic beliefs that continue to affect us today. 
 

● The U.S. Civil War occurred because of regional differences in competing political, social, and 
economic beliefs that continue to affect us today. 

 

●  Reconstruction was an era of social, political, and constitutional conflict that had noble intentions 
but limited successes. 

 
Unit 2: Modern America Emerges  
 

● The Gilded Age created political, social, and economic problems that led to a need of progressive 
reforms. 

 
●  At the beginning of the 20th Century, competition for economic, political, and military power 

brought the United States into international conflict. 
 

●  As the United States emerged as a world power, conflicting views towards isolationism 
challenged its foreign policy beliefs and resulted in American involvement in World War I. 

 
Spring Semester 
  
Unit 3: The 1920s and the Great Depression 
 

●  As economic, technological, and societal changes expanded during the 1920s, the nation 
struggled to balance the impact on American values and its way of life. 

 
●  The economic collapse during the Great Depression forced the United States to change the 

relationship of the government with its citizens. 
 

●  The New Deal shifted the federal government’s role to become the economic and social 
watchdog. 

  
Unit 4: World War II and Its Aftermath 
 

●  The international community was forced into World War II because of the rise of dictators and 
military expansion. 

 
●  When the United States was forced to respond to a world at war, the political, social, and 

economic changes impacted the course of the 20th Century for our nation and the world. 
 

● The Cold War produced a bipolar alignment of philosophies and nations that competed for global 
power between the United States and the Soviet Union. 

 
●  Life in postwar America is marked by social conformity and economic prosperity. 

  
Unit 5: Living with Great Turmoil 



 
●  The Cold War struggle of Vietnam divided the American nation and contributed to the turmoil of 

the 1960s. 
 

● The 1960s was a decade marked by social turmoil which led to a more equitable society. 
 

● The Civil Rights Movement transformed the African American political, social, and economic 
relationship in the United States. 

 
Additional Information 

Teacher Availability 

I am available directly before and after school each day in B208 at 527-6535 and/or by 
appointment.  Please review the following schedules for specific times. 

Mr. Campbell’s Schedule 2019-20          

Email: mcampbell@maplerun.org 

Classroom Expectations 

Students must do the following to be successful learners: 

● arrive on time to class and be prepared with the necessary materials 
● display consistent participation 
● maintain an excellent attendance record  
● complete assignments by their due date 
● RESPECT all members of the class including yourselves 
● follow ALL guidelines outlined in the BFA Student Handbook 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


