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Course Information 

Description: 

Global Studies is a yearlong, one credit, college and career preparatory course for 9th 
graders. Global Studies engages students in a rich learning environment focused on the 
geographic and cultural aspects of human societies from all over the globe, both 
present and past, as well as engaging students in learning contemporary global, 
national, and local current events. One of the founding premises of this required course 
is to introduce students to the very geographically and culturally diverse physical and 
social world around us, and how “what we do” in our lives here in northwestern Vermont 
is interconnected with groups, organizations, and people on a global level.  

Proficiencies: Inquiry, Geography, Global Economics. 

 Prerequisites: 
None 



 
 
Course Standards: 

● Inquiry: Students make sense of the world through questioning and developing 
reasonable explanations to support such inquiry through the analysis of information.   

● Geography: Students use geographic inquiry and reasoning to propose solutions to 
local, national and global issues. 

● Global Economics: Students make economic decisions through understanding the 
interactions between humans, governments, economic systems and both the national 
and global marketplaces. 

 
 
Transferable Skills:  

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due 
dates, and come to class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of 
time to arrange alternate due dates for extenuating circumstances.	

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal decisions 
and actions; works collaboratively with others; and uses technology and digital media 
responsibly.	

● Informed & Integrated Thinking: Use evidence to justify claims and arguments.	

 

Required Texts and Materials 

None. All learning occurs through Google Classroom using laptops provided in the classroom. 
Assignments on paper will occur from time to time. Students can keep these papers in a section 
of a binder for another class. 

 

Standard and Course Scoring  

Each course content standard will be averaged to the nearest whole number. All course content 
standards will then be averaged together to provide an Overall Course Proficiency/Standard 
Average. Students must have a 3.0 or higher as an Overall Course Proficiency Average in 
order to pass the class and receive course credit. 

If a student’s score trend over time shows a growth pattern that the average does not show, 
then scores will be adjusted higher to best represent that growth.  

 

 



 
Assessment Policy 
Assessments:  Each unit of study will consist of the following assessment strategies outlined 
below. 
  

1. Pre-Assessments:  Pre-Assessments are implemented at the beginning of a new unit of 
study and are used to determine where individual students are in their understanding of a 
new concept that is about to be learned in class. Pre-Assessments sift out a student’s 
prior knowledge  and their current understandings and preconceptions about a topic. 
These are not graded and do not count toward the student’s course grade. Pre- 
Assessment data informs what’s needed for learning the new topic of study.  
 

2. Formative Assessments:  Students will engage in a variety of different kinds of 
assessments throughout a unit of study that are designed to monitor a student’s progress 
toward learning topics, concepts, and information. Examples include entrance and exit 
cards, surveys, discussion-based observation, ungraded quizzes, or 1:1 or small group 
targeted assessment between teacher and student. Formative Assessments are given 
regularly, not graded,  and in a wide variety of formats. 
 

3. Summative Assessment:  Students will engage in assessments that are much bigger, 
more comprehensive, and graded. These grades count toward the student’s course grade. 
Summative Assessments measure the student’s ability to learn and apply knowledge. 
Examples include graded quizzes, tests, projects, and written papers. Summative 
Assessments can occur at key stopping points throughout a unit of study.  

 
What It Means To Be Proficient In Global Studies 

A) In order to “pass the course” and obtain course credit, the student must demonstrate 
Proficiency in a content PBGR throughout each of our units of study.  

B)  In order for students to learn and grow to become proficient in Global Studies, they 
must complete every assignment and assessment given in the class 

C) If assignments or assessments are not completed, then a “1” will go in the 
gradebook, therefore affecting the overall Proficiency score for a student. 

 
I believe that every student can learn and become proficient in their learning. I 
also believe that there is merit and real-life relevance in students learning and 
performing at the minimum of a ‘3’ level in all assessments. Therefore, if a 
student scores below a ‘3’ (Proficient), I will support them to improve their 
learning and performance and then to redo/retake/revise the assessment until 
they achieve Proficiency or higher. They will have multiple opportunities to do 
this within the 3-week timeline described below. 
Three Week Revising, Re-Doing, Re-Taking, Making-Up Assignments 
and Assessments Policy: 



It is always the student’s responsibility to be self-directed when it comes to their learning 
and taking advantage of this 3-week policy. 

The Social Studies Department has adopted a 3-week timeline for students to revise, redo, or 
make-up assignments and assessments. The only exception to this timeline is if a student has 
documented or previously agreed upon accommodations warranting an extension.  

 

Course Outline 

Unit	1:	GRIT:	How	To	Be	An	Effective	and	Successful	High	School	Student	

We	spend	the	first	3-4	weeks	of	the	school	year	learning	the	concepts	of	Grit	and	Growth	Mindset.	
We	believe	that	success	stems	not	from	talent,	but	from	a	healthy	developed	mindset	of	
perseverance	and	tenacity.	Students	will	learn	the	concepts	of	Grit	and	Growth	Mindset	and	then	
apply	those	concepts	to	themselves	and	the	start	of	their	high	school	experience.	They	will	then	
apply	these	concepts	throughout	their	9th	grade	year.	

Unit	2:	Cultural	Competence:		What	is	culture	and	is	mine	the	only	one?	

Students	learn	what	culture	is,	the	5	Elements	of	Culture,	what	makes	up	culture,	and	how	culture	
shapes	their	own	beliefs,	mindsets,	and	attitudes.	More	importantly,	students	learn	that	there	are	
many	vastly	different	cultures	in	today’s	world	and	each	exists	as	a	result	of	the	information	and	
technologies	available	to	a	group	through	time.		

Unit	3:	Geography:	Human	Interaction	with	the	Environment	

Students	begin	this	unit	of	study	by	learning	the	5	Themes	of	Geography	and	then	learning	to	see	
our	local	area	through	the	lens	of	the	5	Themes.	The	goal	is	for	students	to	be	able	to	see	what	is	
around	us	through	a	critical	eye	versus	casual	observance.	The	5	Elements	of	Culture	are	embedded	
at	this	previous	stage	of	learning	as	well	in	order	to	understand	how	and	why	our	landscape	and	
human	activity	exists	as	it	does.	The	final	stage	of	this	unit	focuses	on	one	of	the	5	Themes	of	
Geography,	Human	Interaction	with	the	Environment,	to	develop	an	understanding	of	how	humans	
currently	use	and	interact	with	the	natural	environment	and	determine	if	there	are	any	issues	and	
ways	to	solve	any	potential	issues.	Students	are	introduced	to	Global		
Economics	at	this	stage	of	their	learning	in	this	unit	to	understand	how	human	usage	is	sometimes	
driven	by	economics.	

	

Unit	4:	Global	Economics:		Our	purchasing	power	and	the	globalization	of	products	

Students	learn	that	the	flow	of	money	and	goods	occurs	globally.	This	unit	begins	with	learning	the	
story	behind	the	products	we	buy,	where	money	actually	goes	once	it	leaves	our	hands,	and	how	
our	purchasing	habits	impact	people	locally	and	around	the	globe.	Students	also	learn	the	journey	



of	the	products	we	buy,	tracing	common	everyday	things	we	use	back	to	their	origins.	Global	
Economics	focuses	primarily	on	learning	the	concepts	of	globalization	from	a	monetary	and	goods	
perspective.		

Unit	5:	Sustainability:	Interacting	with	and	using	resources	in	a	sustainable	way	

This	unit	picks	up	where	the	Geography	unit	ended.	Students	learn	the	differences	between	
renewable	and	nonrenewable	sources,	the	environmental	and	economic	impact	of	resource	
extraction	and	usage,	and	finally	how	people	can	develop	an	environmentally	and	economically	
sustainable	way	of	living.	The	5	Themes	of	Geography	are	an	integral	part	of	this	learning.	Students	
learn	these	concepts	and	then	apply	them	by	designing	their	own	environmentally	and	
economically	sustainable	model	of	living.	

Unit	6:	Racial	Nationalism:	How	a	way	of	thinking	and	believing	has	led	to	human	conflict.	

Students	learn	the	concepts	of	Racial	Nationalism	and	then	learn	how	it	has	shaped	human	conflict	
in	history.	The	5	Elements	of	Culture	are	integral	to	this	learning.	Students	choose	from	a	wide	
variety	of	different	human	wars	and	conflicts	and	apply	their	learning	by	determining		how	and	
why	the	event	they	chose	occurred	(or	is	still	occurring)	through	the	lens	of	Racial	Nationalism.		

Unit	7:	The	Research	Paper	

Students	learn	the	many	parts	of	writing	a	research	paper	in	the	Modern	Language	Association	
(MLA)	format.	Students	begin	this	learning	by	choosing	a	topic	they	are	highly	interested	in	
learning	much	more	about,	and	then	they	learn,	practice,	and	do	the	various	pieces	of	the	research	
paper	step	by	step.	The	required	length	is	4-7	pages	in	length.	This	unit	takes	4-5	weeks	to	
complete.	

Unit	8:	Topic	of	Choice	

Students	end	the	school	year	by	choosing	a	high-interest	topic	and	creating	a	capstone	project	that	
they	will	present	to	small	groups	in	class.	The	capstone	project	entails	the	learning	from	any	two	
units	of	study,	is	completed	in	MLA	format,	and	shows	true	depth	of	learning.		

	

Contact Information: 
 
Justin Strait Bedell 
Chair, Department of Social Studies 
M.Ed, CAGS School Leadership 
jbedell@maplerun.org 
802-527-6533 


