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Course Information 

Description: 
Include your official course description as written in the course catalog. 

Students in this course explore connections between literature and their own world.  A major 
emphasis is placed on building community and promoting individual involvement and voice.  
Students read a variety of genres of literature and strengthen their knowledge of literary 
elements through activities and assignments.  Emphasis is placed on creating opportunities for 
students to be active learners in order to develop their skills throughout the year.   
 
Prerequisites: 
[Include any prerequisites for your course. If there are no prerequisites to the course, you 
should state that as well.] 

Ability to blow up a balloon 

 



Course Standards: 
● Business Concepts -  Students can comprehend and demonstrate the basic  

      concepts presented within the Business Curriculum. 
● Career and College Readiness - Students can identify their career interests and what  

      steps are necessary to further their education at the postsecondary level and/or the  
      world of work. 

 
Transferable Skills:  

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due 
dates, and come to class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of 
time to arrange alternate due dates for extenuating circumstances.	

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal decisions 
and actions; works collaboratively with others; and uses technology and digital media 
responsibly.	

● Informed & Integrated Thinking: Use evidence to justify claims and arguments.	

 

Required Texts and Materials 

Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
The House on Mango Street  by Sandra Cisneros 
Night by Elie Wiesel 
YA Book in Verse (chosen by student groups) 
Various short stories, articles, and poetry 
A minimum of two independent reading books 

 

-Protractor, binder, graphing calculator 

 

Scoring 
 
A course score average of 3 or better will receive credit for the course.  
  
For example: 
Standard - Reading: 4 
Standard - Writing: 2 
Standard - Speaking and Listening: 3 
Standard - Language: 3 
Course score = 3  
 



 

 
Assessment Policy 
 [Include a description of how they will be assessed.] 
 
Assessments:  Each unit of study will consist of the following assessment strategies outlined 
below. 
  

1. Pre-Assessments:  Students will respond to the actual test questions before their learning 
via Google Form/Survey to determine student readiness and monitor growth and progress 
throughout the unit of study’s learning; 
 

2. Formative Assessments:  Students will be engaged in a variety of reading, writing, 
vocabulary, and film activities, all of which MUST be accomplished in order to take the 
unit’s final assessment. 



 
3. Unit (Summative) Assessment:  Students will respond to reading and vocabulary 

questions as well as create an evidence-based argument from the unit of study’s 
Compelling Question.  Here is an outline of how the summative assessments will be 
organized: 

○ History PBGR:  Vocabulary and Reading and Writing prompts and questions; and 
○ Inquiry PBGR: Construct an evidence-based argument that addresses the 

compelling question using specific claims and evidence from historical sources 
while acknowledging competing views. 

 
A flex day will be planned, following an assessment, to provide students the opportunity to be 
reassessed and/or work on missing/current assignments. These days will be identified on the 
class calendar when each corresponding test day is identified. 
 

 

Course Outline 

Introductory	Unit	of	Study:		“The	American	Experience”	
Compelling	Question:	Who	gets	to	experience	the	American	Dream?	
	
Supporting	Questions	

1. What	is	citizenship?	
2. What	defines	our	American	values	and	principles?	
3. What	shapes	our	political	culture?	

	
Unit	One:		“Birth	of	a	Nation”	

Compelling	Question:		Are	we	a	perfect	union?	
	
Supporting	Questions	

1. Is	compromise	always	fair?	
2. Did	the	Constitution	create	a	just	government?	
3. What	 rights	 are	 guaranteed	 in	 the	 Bill	 of	

Rights?	
4. What	should	be	the	role	of	government?		

	
Unit	Two:	“Westward	Expansion”	

Compelling	Question:		Does	growth	always	lead	to	progress?	
	
Supporting	Questions	

1. Was	the	Louisiana	Purchase	and	the	Missouri	Compromise	good	for	America?	
2. Was	America	justified	in	taking	land	from	Mexico?		
3. Did	the	California	Gold	Rush	transform	the	American	Dream?		
4. Will	the	removal	of	Native	Americans	lead	to	progress	for	America?		



		
Unit	Two:	“Union	in	Peril”	

Compelling	Question:		What	rights	does	a	state	have?	
	
Supporting	Questions	

1. Can	words	lead	to	war?	
2. Can	‘popular	sovereignty’	work?	
3. Should	Dred	Scott	be	set	free?	
4. Which	event	caused	the	most	conflict	between	the	North	and	South?	

		
Unit	Three:	“The	U.S.	Civil	War	

Compelling	Question:		How	should	we	remember	the	Civil	War?	
	
Supporting	Questions	

1. What	happened	during	the	early	years	of	the	war?	
2. Did	Lincoln	abuse	his	executive	powers	during	the	war?	
3. What	were	the	turning	points	of	the	war?	
4. What	were	the	legacies	of	the	Civil	War?	

Etc.  

 

 
Additional Information: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


