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Course Name: 20th and 21st Century Literature and Composition 
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Course Information 

Description: 
 

20th and 21st Century Literature and Composition fulfills the needs of the college-
bound student who needs to develop his/her reading and writing skills. 

This class will read from a survey of 20th and 21st century literature deriving from 
various cultures and points of view. College composition skills will be introduced.      

This is a demanding “college prep” class, so if you “don’t do reading,” this course 
is not recommended. 

There is homework, and reading needs to be done on schedule. 

This class is a graduation requirement for most students – it is serious business.   



B.F.A. English Department Philosophy:  The English Department provides 
opportunities for all learners to improve their literacy skills through the 
study of literature. 

  

Essential Questions: 

·       What role does literature play in understanding 
recurring societal issues? 

·       Does literature provide a more accurate view of 
history than historic texts? 

·       Can literature tell us how to live?  
 
 

Prerequisites: 
Successful credit awarded for junior English. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Standards: 
 



Students must attain proficiency in all four of the English proficiencies 
(PBGRs) to have credit awarded: 

●  Reading: Students can comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate a wide 
range and level of complex literary and informational texts. 

●  Writing: Students can produce clear and coherent writing for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

●  Language: Students will demonstrate the ability to apply knowledge of language 
when writing or speaking. 

●  Speaking and Listening: Students will initiate and participate effectively in a 
range of discussions and/or presentations, responding thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives and expressing ideas clearly and persuasively. 

 
 



 
 
Transferable Skills:  
 

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due 
dates, and come to class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of 
time to arrange alternate due dates for extenuating circumstances.	

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal 
decisions and actions; works collaboratively with others; and uses technology and 
digital media responsibly.	

● Informed & Integrated Thinking: Use evidence to justify claims and arguments.	

 

Required Texts and Materials (Students have some choices) 

Shooting an Elephant, by George Orwell 

Things Fall Apart, Achebe 

Cry, the Beloved Country, Paton 

Plainsong, Haruf 

1984, Orwell 

The Handmaid’s Tale, Atwood 

The Road, McCarthy 

Fahrenheit 451, Bradbury 

                   
Assessment Policy  



 
Assessments:   
 
We will utilize a number of assessment types: 

1. Pre-Assessments 

2. Formative Assessments 
3. Unit (Summative) Assessments 

These will vary, with some being objective tests, some in-class essays, 
and some typed, “process” essays with opportunities to revise and get 
peer feedback 
 

 
(PAR Syllabus Eng. 180) 


