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Course Information 

Description: 
Students in this course study a chronological survey of American literature. Emphasis throughout is 

placed on helping students to continue to develop their reading and writing skills. The major areas of 

concentration are the literary genres of poetry, drama, short story, and novel; the expository essay; 

oral reports, and a review of grammar through the students’ writing. Student learning will be 

assessed through a variety of methods. 

 

Prerequisites: 
Grade 10 English & Teacher Recommendation 

 

Course Standards: 
● Reading:  Students can comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate a wide range and level of complex 

literary and informational texts. 
 

● Writing:  Students will produce clear and coherent writing for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
 

● Speaking & Listening:   Students will initiate and participate effectively in a range of discussions and/or 
presentations, responding thoughtfully to diverse perspectives and expressing ideas clearly and 
persuasively. 



 
● Language:  Students will demonstrate the ability to apply knowledge of language when writing or speaking. 

 
 
Transferable Skills:  

● Self-Direction: The ability to independently see a task through to completion, meet due dates, and come to 
class prepared; and can communicate with the instructor ahead of time to arrange alternate due dates for 
extenuating circumstances.	

● Responsible & Involved Citizenship: Students take responsibility for personal decisions and actions; works 
collaboratively with others; and uses technology and digital media responsibly.	

● Clear and Effective Communication:  Presentation and organization of information; using evidence to 
support claim; poise; language control; collaborative discussion	

Required Texts and Materials 

▪ The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn – Mark Twain 
▪ The Crucible-Arthur Miller 
▪ The Scarlet Letter- Nathaniel Hawthorne 
▪ Fallen Angels – Walter Dean Myers 
▪ The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 
▪ A Separate Peace – John Knowles 

Supplies: 

▪ Writing utensil 

▪ Folders and lined paper will be provided 

Scoring 
In this course, you will engage in a variety of tasks to assess your progress towards learning goals and to evaluate 
your mastery and understanding of information, skills, and concepts.  Each assessment will have clearly defined 
indicators for what students should be able to know, understand, and do. For each indicator, students will be 
evaluated on a 1-4 scale, with 3 representing proficiency. Each indicator will be measuring at least one of the 
following BFA English Department Graduation Proficiencies: 
 

1. Reading 
2. Writing 
3. Language 
4. Speaking and Listening 

 

Assessment Policy 
 
Formative assessments may include independent book talks and close reading exercises (such as RAFT 
responses). 
 
Summative assessments may include tests, essays that have gone through the writing process, and projects.  

 

 English Department Retake Policy-Multiple Assessment Opportunities 
 

1. All students will be given multiple opportunities to demonstrate proficiency with all Parent 
Standards for each class, recognizing that students learn at different rates and times. 

2.  Multiple opportunities fall into two categories 
1. Additional assessments given, as a part of the regular curriculum, throughout the year 

relating to that specific learning target (For example, assessments on processes and 
skills, such as summarizing, analysis, comprehension, performance skills, etc.) 



2. Retakes of specific assessments, usually content-based (such as a Unit Test, writing 
assessment, etc) 

3. The teacher, working with the student, will determine which category of multiple opportunity that will 
work best for a given situation. 

4. In order for a student to retake a specific assessment, either in whole or in part, the student needs 
to: 

1. Demonstrate readiness to retake, through a study plan, additional practice, and/or parent 
communication (A study plan needs to include the priority standard(s) being reassessed, 
and identify what practice or additional study the student needs to do before retaking the 
assessment) 

2. Work with the teacher to schedule a time to retake the assessment at a time that will best 
meet the needs of both the teacher and student (Such as during class, before or after 
school, or during enrichment) 

3. Retake the assessment within the marking period it was first given (exceptions will be 
made for extended absences or other exceptional circumstances) 

5. Retakes of specific assessments must allow students to demonstrate mastery of the standard, not 
memorization of a previous assessment (In other words, students will not just be given the same 
test again) 

6. The score on the retake replaces the previous assessment score. If the grade is lower than the 
original, then the original stands.  

  
 

Course Outline 

 

Units-Texts Unit 1-The Crucible & 
The Scarlet Letter 

Excerpts from  
Emerson’s “Nature,” and “Self-

reliance”,  
and Thoreau’s Walden 

Puritan Era & 
Transcendentalism 

Unit 2-Huck Finn 
Mid-19th Century 

Unit 3- 
The Great Gatsby 

Jazz Age 

Unit 4- 
A Separate Peace 

America  
Comes of Age 

Themes The Puritan era in New 
England 
The parallels between the 
Salem Witch Trials of 1692 and 
the McCarthy era in the 1950’s 
Characterization 
Symbolism 

Civil War ended 
slavery, yet racism 
remained a social 
malignancy. 
Landscape plays an 
important role in 
narrative. 
Understanding Mark 
Twain as a 
humorist, American 
celebrity and satirist. 
The hero’s journey 
creates the 
framework of the 
narrative. 

 
 

Connection 
between plot and 
setting 
Reliability of 
narrator 
Aspects of socio-
economic class 
Symbolism 
Defining the 
American Dream 
Characterization 
The Lost 
Generation 

 

Connection between 
plot and setting 
Reliability of narrator 
Aspects of socio-
economic class 
(wealth does not 
lead to happiness) 
Symbolism 
Defining the 
American Dream 
WWII & Post-World 
War II America 
Being accountable 
vs. being a victim 
Private school vs. 
Public school 
Friendship and 
competition 

 



Essential Questions How do our beliefs, values and 
morals affect the decisions we 
make? 
How does an author’s personal 
history affect their creative life? 
What role did religion play in 
the lives of the earliest 
Americans? 
What does it mean to be a 
transcendentalist?   

 

What are the 
elements of an 
enduring work of 
literature? 
Why is Huck Finn 
considered to be the 
first great American 
novel? 
How do our beliefs, 
values and morals 
affect the decisions 
we make? 
How does literature 
explore the concept 
of family? 

 

What is the 
American 
Dream?  
How do our 
desires motivate 
us? 
What is the cost 
of living in a 
materialistic 
society? 
How do we 
behave in the 
absence of clear 
moral standards? 
What is the role 
of geography in 
the formation of 
identity? 

 

How do we cope 
with loss? 
How do our 
adolescent 
insecurities interfere 
with our 
relationships and 
pursuits? 
What is an 
adolescent’s place in 
the adult world? 
What is the cost of 
living in a 
materialistic society? 
What is the role of 
geography in the 
formation of identity? 
Does competition 
bring out the best or 
the worst in people? 
What does it mean 
to be at peace with 
yourself?   
 

 

 


