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Letters from GGM – January 2020  
 

George Grant Mason School 
1 Tornado Drive, Tuxedo NY 10987            Phone: (845)-351-4786 

Mr. Paul Brown, Principal 

Website:  George Grant Mason  Twitter: @GGM_Tuxedo 

 

Walkabout with Mr. Brown: 

Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had a safe, relaxing winter 

break and is ready to get back into the swing of rigorous learning. 

As we move into the new year, we look to continue to open the lines of 

communication with our community.  Our new website has been 

launched. Please visit our new website at 

http://tuxedoufsd.apptegy.us/o/tufsd.  We have also added the ability 

for community members to download our Tuxedo UFSD app, which will 

give you instant access to our information.  To add our app to your 

smartphone, please search Tuxedo UFSD in the Play Store or Apple 

Store.  This will allow for easy, instant communication and updates 

through your smart phone. We look forward to a great year of learning!     

Please do not forget to checkout our Twitter page @GGM_Tuxedo. It’s 

a great way to stay connected to George Grant Mason Lower School! 

Board of Education Meeting: 

The next regularly scheduled Board of Education meeting will be held 

on Thursday, January 16, 2020 at George F. Baker Upper School at 7:00 

p.m. 

Kindergarten: Mrs. Rush: 

Kindergarten continues to learn every single day!  We have been 

learning something new about our school community since September! 

In the new year, we will start learning all about the helpers in the Tuxedo 

community, from police officers to dentists to sanitation workers to 

ourselves! Kindergarten spread community service back in October 

when we helped decorate a mural for the Tuxedo Firehouse Halloween 

party, and in December when we sang to our friends at St. Joseph’s 

and The Promenade.   We will continue to do our job of being good 

citizens in the classroom, as well as extend our community building 

throughout GGM and Tuxedo.   

 

 

Upcoming Events 

January 6 

Students return to school 

January 10 

NHS and NJHS Hat and 

Glove Drive ends 

January 16 

Board of Education Meeting 

7pm 

January 20 

Martin Luther King Day-  

No School 

 

http://tuxedousfsd.ss16.sharpschool.com/district_services/george_grant_mason_school
http://tuxedoufsd.apptegy.us/o/tufsd
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 First Grade: Mrs. Sayles: 

First Grade will be starting the New Year by 

studying community helpers.  We will look at 

different professions.  First grade will study the 

tools that each job may require.  We will also 

talk about what we want to be when we grow 

up! In phonics, we will continue learning about 

our consonant blends.  In math, we will be 

looking at the relationships between addition 

and subtraction.  We will be looking at the 

changes that occur during winter.  

First Grade: Mrs. Matthies: 

January is going to be a busy month for first 

grade! In ELA and social studies we will learn 

about Martin Luther King and why we 

celebrate his birthday. We continue to learn 

more about story plots and settings! We will 

focus on writing with more detail and 

elaboration! In math we continue to act out 

and model addition and subtraction problems 

while learning strategies to help us with word 

problems! 

Second Grade: Mrs. Blume: 

Happy New Year! Second graders will be 

focusing on the basics, reading, writing and 

arithmetic, as we return from our two week 

winter break. Second graders will be reading a 

lot (to get back into the habit) and responding 

to their reading in a variety of ways in order to 

monitor comprehension. They will be learning 

about nonfiction conventions, like captions, 

tables of content, glossaries and different types 

of print and how these conventions help the 

reader understand the information in the text. 

This learning will lead to the students doing 

research and writing their own nonfiction book 

while including some of these conventions. We 

hope to take another walk to the Tuxedo Public 

Library to borrow books and help with our 

research! 

In math, the students will focus on various 

strategies to quickly solve basic addition and 

subtraction facts while also learning the pencil 

and paper algorithm for solving double and 

triple digit addition problems. 

 

Third Grade: Ms. Stasiak: 

Math: The students have been exploring the 

topic of division. After discussing that division is 

repeated subtraction, we have applied and 

tried several different strategies to help us solve 

problems, such as arrays, number lines, related 

facts, and pictures. The students have also been 

making connections between the relationship 

that exists between multiplication and division. 

Please make sure to practice your facts each 

night! 

 
ELA: The students have been learning to read a 

text closely. This means we not only read the 

story but answer questions, identify the main 

idea, as well as summarize what we read. To 

really show what we know, we have been 

practicing the RACE strategy. This helps us make 

sure we restate the question, answer the 

question, and use evidence to support our 

thinking. We have also been practicing the skill 

of context clues. This helps us build our 

vocabulary and improve our written 

explanations. 

 
Social Studies: Most recently in social studies, we 

have been traveling around the world. The 

students have read, discussed, and drawn 

images about different holidays around the 

world. 
 
Science: In science we have been exploring the 

water cycle. The students are exploring each 

element of the water cycle and will be able to 

observe it in an upcoming lab! 
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Fourth Grade: Mrs. Rota:  

 This month Fourth Grade will continue to 

explore the Water Cycle in science.  We will 

learn all about water on Earth and we will 

create our own Water Cycle in the 

classroom.  After that we will move on to forces 

and motion. In Social Studies we will learn more 

about the early history of New York State - we 

will learn about early explorers and what life was 

like in the past.  In math we are finishing up 

division and will tackle fractions next. We also 

will continue to work on our facts with each new 

topic we tackle. We understand how important 

our facts are as we expand our math 

knowledge.  Finally, in ELA we will kick the 

month off by identifying individual goals for the 

new year. After that, we will learn about key 

details and how they help us identify the main 

idea in a story or text, summarizing a text, and 

what the moral of a text is. January will be an 

exciting month for us!! 

Fifth Grade: Mrs. Tartaglione:  

As we ring in the new year, fifth grade will be 

hard at work. In social studies, the students will 

finish their study of the Constitution, the three 

branches of government, and our system of 

checks and balances. In ELA, the focus will 

continue to be on understanding themes in 

literature and exploring literary devices such as 

similes, metaphors, personification, and 

alliteration. Students will also continue to 

expand their writing skills as we venture into 

more complex paragraphs and essays. 

In math, we will round out our study of decimals 

as we study division of decimals. A large focus 

will also be on problem solving strategies and 

breaking down math problems into 

manageable steps. In science, our fifth grade 

scientists will learn how adaptations help 

organisms survive. In addition, the students will 
be studying the characteristics of various 

biomes. 

 Sixth Grade: Mrs. Voss:  

ELA: This month we will analyze 2 genres of 

literature- poetry and historical fiction. Specific 

skills we will focus on include poetic structure, 

figurative language, word choice, tone, and 

point of view. Grammar instruction will focus on 

identifying and using complex sentences. 

Writing practice will include comparing and 

contrasting elements of text. 

Math: Students will learn how to write fractions 

as decimals and percentages. Students will 

apply percentages to real-life situations. 

Science: We will explore plant and animal cells. 

Cell parts of each will be identified, and the 

function of each will be studied. Students will 

create their own cell models. 

Social Studies: Our exploration of ancient 

civilizations will continue with the study of 

ancient Indian civilizations. We will learn about 

how the geography, culture, and religions 

affected the rise and fall of specific empires of 

ancient India. 

Enrichment Groups: Mrs. Gisonna:  

Happy 2020 to all my students as they continue 

to develop and reinforce reading. Reading, 

simply stated, is a process that involves 

recognizing words that lead to the 

development of comprehension. In my K-6 

Reading Support Groups, students learn familiar 

and unfamiliar sounds-spellings to help them 

figure out words. These sound-spellings can 

range from learning basic alphabet letter 

sounds to a more advanced sound spellings 

such as ought/aught. Learning these sound 

spelling chunks is just the beginning steps to 

learning to recognize other “word chunking” (a 

kid-friendly term used for learning smaller 

familiar parts of an unknown word) such as 

prefixes, suffixes, endings, grammar agreements 

and syllables. Reviewing and reinforcing some 

of these important decoding skills helps my K-6 
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students to better decipher what they are 

reading. 

Parents can reinforce their child’s reading skills, 

anytime, at home by having their child log onto 

their IXL account. I have created an IXL 

account for each of my students with their own 

password. Log on and make it a New Year 

Resolution to practice skills more in 2020!! 

Spanish Class: Mrs. Golden: 

December came and went so quickly! It was full 

of fun activities district wide and some 

unexpected weather events which made it fly 

by even quicker. So in Spanish class January will 

be a month of review, developing, completing 

and preparation. Grades K-6 will continue to 

work and complete the units we began in 

December. The first week we will use to review 

and refresh our vocabulary. We will then work 

on completing our units. We will also begin to 

talk about and brainstorm some projects we 

can create for International Day coming in 

February. Feliz Año Nuevo! 

Art: Mrs. Lyons: 

Third grade Art was on exhibit at the Tuxedo 

Park Library until December 14th. 

First and Second grade are working on Primary 

and Secondary colors. Third grade is working on 

Day of the Dead puppets with Mrs. Lyons and 

drawing 3D forms with Mr. Stankiewicz. The 

fourth grade is working on contour drawing and 

3D forms also. Fifth and Sixth grade are working 

on a Math/Art interdisciplinary lesson involving 

Tessellations. 

Family and Consumer Science Food and 

Nutrition Unit has just been completed, and the 

7th graders enjoyed cooking and eating chili 

and pancakes. 

In Yoga and mindfulness, we are focusing on 

the Warrior poses and working on flowing from 

one pose to the next. 

STEM: Ms. Klimowich: 

Third Grade STEM students will start out the 

month of January by taking a virtual field trip 

inside a beehive! The class will explore the 

beehive by using virtual reality googles and the 

Google Expeditions app. The students will be 

able to take a closer look at the complex social 

structure that bees have within their hives, how 

the bees collect nectar, make honey, and learn 

why bees are so important to our Earth. Once 

we complete our virtual field trip of the hive, the 

students will use the augmented reality features 

of Google Expeditions to examine the exterior 

and interior anatomy of a bee.  

 

Multi-Subject: Ms. Backos: 

 

In ELA, we completed the Magic Tree House 

book, Dinosaurs Before Dark. While reading we 

studied varied vocabulary words, and will 

continue to study vocabulary words from the 

text. In January, the students will individually be 

assigned a dinosaur that was mentioned in the 

text such as a T-Rex, Triceratops, and 

Pteranodon. The students will read two research 

articles that contain information on these 

dinosaurs. The students will analyze the text and 

highlight important facts. Essentially, the 

students will be using the information in order to 

write a research essay on their dinosaur, which 

cites specific evidence from the text. In 

addition, the students will participate in the 

writing process, and will revise their own work, 

but also their peers’ work. Once all essays are 

finalized, the essays will be formatted into a 

dinosaur research journal, which will be 

published into books that the students will keep. 

In order to conclude this engaging unit, the 

students will participate in a dinosaur 

excavation, and they will build dinosaur 

terrariums. In math, we have been working on 

long division. In January, we will be working on 

multi step long division word problems. In order 

to finalize this unit, we will participate in a long 

division escape room, which requires students 

to apply their skills of dividing but also 
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multiplying. The students must solve several 

codes in order to find the main code, which will 

lead them to their reward. After completing this 

unit, we will be moving on to adding and 

subtracting decimals. During this unit, we will be 

doing a lot of grocery shopping in order to 

practice the skill of adding and subtracting 

decimals. As a cohort, we are able to partake 

in engaging activities, and units due to hard 

work and respectful behaviors that the students 

put forth. These behaviors, and work attitudes 

are enhanced through our monthly life skills that 

we work on. Our January life skill is, "Seek first to 

understand, then be understood". In essence, 

this life skills is requiring students to listen first prior 

to talking. This skills allows students to develop 

the skill of preparing a thoughtful response 

which respects emotions, all perspectives, and 

opinions. Through these life skills, our students 

are developing into 21st century citizens who 

are respectful, hardworking, and mindful. 

 

Multi-Subject: Mrs. Donnelly: 

 
Way back in September, I read a sweet story 

called Love Monster by Rachel Bright to my 

1st and 2nd grade ELA class.  In short, Love 

Monster is a not-so-cute monster who sets out to 

find someone who will love him just the way he 

is.  In the months of January and February, we 

will revisit our friendly, lovable monster in Love 

Monster and the Box of Chocolates, where he 

learns that sharing with friends is the sweetest 

treat of all.  Students will focus on the story 

elements of character, plot and theme as well 

as comparing and contrasting the 

stories.  Students will also write an opinion piece 

on their favorite book.  After completing some 

tasty chocolate-inspired activities and crafts, 

students will bring our classroom stuffed Love 

Monster plush home for the weekend to learn 

even more lessons about kindness and 

acceptance with their families and friends! 

 

Library: Mrs. Fox: 

In the library, Mrs. Fox is excited to share new 

books with each class! We have new books 

arriving each month, including titles in Spanish 

and graphic novels. 

Students in grades 4, 5, and 6 will be focusing on 

research skills for our International Day projects! 

Using digital (internet) and physical (books) 

resources, we will begin to learn how to find 

reliable information on our own, how to 

organize information so it is useful, how to share 

information, and how to give credit to 

resources. We will also be continuing to work on 

our typing skills, how to be responsible with 

technology, and how to find a just-right-for-me 

book.  

Grades K-3 will be focusing on how to use the 

library space. In Kindergarten, we will learn the 

difference between fiction and nonfiction 

books. In 1st-2nd, we will be working on finding 

our own fiction books and learning how the 

nonfiction books are organized. In 3rd we will be 

able to find books in any section all on our own 

and will start using digital resources to find 

information!  

 

Music: Mrs. Kurian: 

 

Congratulations to all K-6 performers!  Students 

had a knockout performance in December, 

where they showcased their expertise in singing 

and instrumental music.  Now that we’re 

starting a new year, students will be focusing 

more on skills needed to further their musical 

education for future performances. 

Physical Education: Mr. Brunner and Mr. Landro: 

Students will begin the new year by learning ball 

handling and basics in basketball. Students will 

be working on dribbling, passing, and shooting. 

Students will be playing various basketball 

games/drills such as basketball golf, sideline 

basketball, dribble knockout, knockout and 

modified basketball games that will help to 

promote success in the sport. 


