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Welcome to our Winter 2020 edition of the RSU 10 Community Update.  

We hope you will enjoy hearing about all of the things going on 
throughout our school district.                                     


ARE YOU CONNECTED TO THE RSU 10 NEW WEBSITE AND APP? 

This fall RSU 10 launched a groundbreaking branding campaign for the district. User-
friendly websites and mobile apps for each school help connect the RSU 10 community. 
The campaign is part of a larger effort to highlight the achievements taking place every 
day across the district and to allow all members of the community to be better informed 
on a daily basis.


The new website and app include information such as dining menus, events calendars, 
real-time updates on sports scores, school document links, and even a live feed. The 
free app for Android and iPhone sends emergency and other notifications directly to 
those who download the app. The technology is designed with both families and school 
leaders in mind with our goal being up-to-date communication spurring involvement in 
public education in our communities.


This effort is in partnership with Apptegy, an education technology company.  The 
company created Thrillshare, a marketing platform that empowers teachers, students, 
and administrators to share stories of growth in the district. 


If you haven’t already, please download the free mobile apps in the Google Play Store or 
the Apple App Store by typing in RSU 10 Public Schools. Find the revamped, mobile-
friendly website at  www.rsu10.org. Community members can expect to see more 
stories and regular updates from RSU 10.  


Deborah A. Alden, Superintendent

Telephone:  207-369-5560

Email:  dalden@rsu10.org
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FROM THE DESK OF THE DIRECTOR OF CURRICULUM,  

INSTRUCTION, AND ASSESSMENT 

Greetings!  What if I were to ask you, “Who was the twenty-first president of 
the United States and how long did he serve?”  Would you have remembered 
that answer from back when you were in school?  Because, surely, like me, 
you were all made to memorize the list of the United States of America 
Presidents, right?  Well, I can tell you right now that I just Googled it.  (Go 
ahead, you can Google it too.) I did not remember that fact.  How about if I ask 
you to explain photosynthesis?  I am able to cobble together an explanation 
based on the experiments I remember from grammar school and because of 
my love of plants.


There’s been a ton of research on the brain, best teaching practices, how 
students learn, and lots and lots of hypotheses on what skills students need as 
they leave school, and head out into the twenty-first century.  As research is 
published, and professional development offered, education shifts and 
changes -- as it should.  What we teach, how we teach, and how we assess 
student learning has to keep up with current research in order to be relevant.


This is a roundabout way of telling you that standards are being revised at the 
state level.  In 2018-19, the state worked with vast committees to revise the 
Maine Learning Results (MLRs) Social Studies standards and the Science 
standards.  In the field, administrators and teachers are learning about these 
changes, meeting in committees -- spanning from kindergarten to grade 
twelve teachers -- to examine the revised MLRs, rework our district standards, 
and determine the resources that are available.


Another impact of the standards change is felt in the “how of teaching” these 
new standards. Emphasis has been removed from student memorization and 
recall to inquiry-based instruction. In both social studies and in science, 
teachers are expected to ask lots of questions and give time for students to 
grapple with and experiment to find answers. This requires critical thinking 
skills and often collaboration among peers -- top strategies listed as important 
for members of the workforce now and in the future.


Partner with us as we continue to grow as educators -- ask us questions, and 
ask questions of your children.  Feel free to reach out to me for more 
discussion at lcondon@rsu10.org.


Leanne Condon


Student Early Release Day in March! 
ALL RSU 10 schools will be released early (half 
day) on Thursday, March 19th in order to hold 


Parent/Teacher Conferences.
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BUCKFIELD JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS ARE REVOLTING!!! 

During November & December, students at Buckfield Middle School experienced the 
laws of the 18th century in 21st century fashion. For three weeks students were 
involved in a simulation project, reliving the causes of the Revolution by living under 
the unfair dictator or “Royal Governor Caldwell” and her parliament. Each student 
received simulated cash (50 British pounds) to start, and dealt with daily 
“proclamations” (modern adaptations of British colonial law), which quickly cut into 
their rights and savings. Not only did the students have to survive the proclamations, 
but at the beginning of each class and royal meetings, students were required to say 
“Good day Ma’am or Sir.”  The First Proclamation hit the middle school students hard.  
At lunch, all 8th graders were required to eat in the smaller outer cafe with inadequate 
seating. Also, the Sugar Act was put in place; Royal Guards and Governor Caldwell 
patrolled, collecting two pounds for all sugary items. Some students began testing the 
powers of the Royal Guard by smuggling their sugary items, and creating counterfeit 
money. With the assistance of the high school, these smugglers were taken to court 
and sentenced by “Royal Judge Whitney.”  The Second Proclamation also hit students 
hard. A news conference was held to introduce the Quartering Act, which many 
students rebelled against as 
intolerable. “Lord Grenville,” Mr. 
Nolette, told 7th graders they had 
to house British soldiers in their 
lockers and were no longer able 
to use them. 8th graders had to 
pay for their food. The students 
had enough; they began to 
openly revolt by displaying 
protest posters and they refused 
to follow rules. Thanks to the 
coordination and support of the 
staff involved, as well as the 
parents who listened to their 
students during this process. The 
entire simulation was a success.


WESTERN FOOTHILLS REGIONAL 
PROGRAM (WFRP)  

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING & 
MATHEMATICS (STEM) WEDNESDAYS AT 

WFRP 

Mr. Graham has been teaching STEM 
lessons to students in grades K-5 on 
Wednesday afternoons.  In this lesson, 
students are using computer science and 
coding skills to make their Sphere Minis 
move down the hallway.  Students had to 
work collaboratively and problem solve to 
get their sphere to the next block.  
Thanks Mr. Graham for these educational 
and engaging activities.


Governor Caldwell holds court over her 
subjects as part of a middle school American 

Revolution lesson at Buckfield Jr./Sr. High 
School.



A SEASON OF GIVING AT MEROBY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

During the month of 
November, Meroby 
participates in a 
“Tokens for Turkeys” 
campaign.  During this 
time, we are supported 
by the Oxford Federal 
Credit Union. We give 
our students tokens for 
their positive behavior, 
and during November 
the students are asked 
to donate their coins to 
support our local food 
pantry.  For every token 
donated, Oxford 
Federal Credit Union 
gives us 25 cents.  Our 
students donated 2000 tokens and raised $500.  Our students are learning to 
be part of our greater community as well as the importance of giving.  In 
return, the community has been very generous in giving back to Meroby.  ND 
Paper donated over $800 to us for clothing, and Dixfield Discount Fuel 
donated toys. Meroby is proud of doing our part to help our community and 
grateful for all the support we receive.


HARTFORD-SUMNER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Investigations is the mathematics 
program for students in grades 
K-5 at Hartford-Sumner 
Elementary School. The focus of 
instruction is on mathematical 
thinking and reasoning. Students 
use the complete Investigations 
curriculum to develop an 
understanding of:

•number, operations, and early 
algebraic ideas

•geometry and measurement

•data analysis and probability

•patterns, functions, and the math 
of change, which provide 
foundations for algebra


Investigations is based on years of work with real teachers and students, and research 
about what is now known about how children learn mathematics. It is carefully 
designed to invite all students into mathematics and to help them develop an 
understanding of fundamental mathematical ideas.


“Understanding refers to a student’s grasp of fundamental mathematical ideas. 
Students with understanding know more than isolated facts and procedures. They 
know why a mathematical idea is important and the contexts in which it is useful. 
Furthermore, they are aware of many connections between mathematical ideas. In 
fact, the degree of students’ understanding is related to the richness and extent of the 
connections they have made” (2002, Helping Children Learn Mathematics, p. 10).




MOUNTAIN VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL 
(MVHS) 

This fall the Mountain Valley Players performed A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream for three dreamy 
nights: November 21, 22, and 23! This particular 
play was different from many others performed 
on the Muskie stage as it included actors of 
many different ages. Students created theater 
magic bringing audiences back to the warmer 
months of the year with this rendition of William 
Shakespeare’s classic tale of love triangles and 
fairy magic. The play featured 27 students from 
the two local elementary schools who played the 
fairies of the Fairy Queen and sprites of the King 
of the Forest.


The play tells the story of Theseus, the duke of 
Athens played by senior Allan Hagan, marrying 
Hippolyta, queen of the Amazons, played by 
sophomore Mikayla Burse. To celebrate his wedding he invites citizens of Athens to perform at 
his wedding. A group of hard handed working men of Athens jump at the chance to perform, 
even though they have never acted a day in their lives. This group of “rude mechanicals,” lead 
by Nick Bottom, played by Noah Stickney, brought comedy to the stage with their bumbled 
production of “Pyramus and Thisbe.” Meanwhile, a group of young mismatched lovers flee into 
the woods only to stumble upon a war between the Fairy Queen, played by senior Olivia Welch-
Blackwell, and the King of the Forest, played by returning student Kristin Arsenault. The lovers, 
played by Sophomores Donna Arsenault and Taylor Duguay, Junior JayShaun Wright and senior 
Skyler Bradeen, become victim of a misplaced love potion by a mischievous sprite, Robin 
Goodfellow, played by Italian forgeign exchange student Clelia Rodondi.  All of these actors 
together created a beautiful production that director Natalie Simmons was proud to share with 
the Mountain Valley community. 


MOUNTAIN VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOL (MVMS)  
PARENT AND COMMUNITY SUPPORT 

Mountain Valley Middle School values its 
parent and community support. We have 
an active Parent Teacher Organization 
(PTO)  that plans a variety of activities 
and supplies resources needed to 
support MVMS.  These efforts allow 
MVMS to continue offering many 
experiences and undertakings. Our PTO 
meets monthly and is open to any 
parent who wants to help out! You will 
often see the PTO at school events, 
such as Renaissance, sports events and 
Activity Nights. They run concessions 
and organize fundraisers. They provide 
prizes for Renaissance and buy books 
for our school wide book study. The 
PTO is appreciated by our staff and 
students, and they do not receive enough thanks for everything they do. 


MVMS also enjoys the support of our community. Whether we have members of our community 
come in to share their knowledge or businesses who supply prizes for Renaissance—we 
appreciate you!


And finally, our parents, who are our partners in educating their children, thank you for your 
support which is apparent in the emails, phone calls, Parent/Teacher conferences, social media 
posts, sporting events, and concerts.  


To all our parents, PTO and community, we give you a huge THANK YOU!  MVMS Hawks Soar! 




RUMFORD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (RES) 

RES staff is committed to making learning fun.  Besides all the amazing work they do 
in classrooms each day, staff planned and hosted an incredible Family Fun Night in 
December! It was a Who-
Bilation! This Grinch-
themed event began with a 
gathering in Cindy-Lou 
Who’s living room, and 
continued on to The 
Grinch’s Lair, and 
classrooms full of fun 
literacy activities. Students 
made age-appropriate 
games to take home and 
play. They read directions 
for a directed drawing of 
the Grinch, and they grew 
our school heart more than 
three sizes by adding their 
family’s name to our giant 
heart poster. Families also 
participated in reading The 
Grinch (check our Facebook page for the video: www.facebook.com/
RumfordElementarySchool). 


In addition, several community groups hosted activities, including the Rumford Library, 
Western Foothills Kids Association, Black Mountain, Oxford Federal Credit Union, and 
Safe Voices. Activities included card-making, word searches, and more. By completing 
four or more activities students were entered into our raffles. Ten students went home 
with literacy games and books, or a gift certificate to our book fair.  Almost half of our 
students attended the event!


RES would like to send a huge thank you to the entire community for their generous 
donations during the holiday season! ND Paper employees and Dixfield Discount 
Fuel’s toy drive helped provide clothing and gifts to families in need. River Valley 
Healthy Communities filled food bags to help over the winter break. It certainly takes 
an entire community to make a school successful, and we are grateful for ours! 


DID YOU KNOW STOPPED SCHOOL BUSSES IN 
RSU 10 HAVE BEEN PASSED ILLEGALLY 17 

TIMES SINCE THE START OF SCHOOL?  PLEASE 
DON’T ADD TO THIS NUMBER...PASS IT ON!

THANKS TO THE 
GENEROSITY OF THE 

BELIVEAU AND PARENT 
FAMILIES, THE RSU NO. 10 

NUTRITION PROGRAM WAS 
ABLE TO PURCHASE A MEAL 
VAN THAT WILL ALLOW FOR 

EXPANSION OF SUMMER 
AND AFTER SCHOOL MEALS.
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MESSAGE FROM SCOTT HOLMES,  
DIRECTOR OF BUILDINGS GROUNDS AND TRANSPORTATION 

Another winter season is upon us and we, here at Buildings, Grounds and Transportation are hard at 
work keeping our buildings and parking lots clear of snow and safe.  With 8 buildings and 11 parking 
lots we have a large amount of snow to move every storm.  

 

With the winter season also comes the task of determining if school should be canceled, delayed, or 
going as scheduled due to inclement weather. With 1700 students and over 300 staff coming to 
school on either one of our 27 bus runs or personal vehicles, there is a lot riding on the decision.  

 

On a storm day the goal is to make a decision by 5 a.m. This gives families time to make adjustments 
and notifies most of our staff before they begin their commute to work.  Around 3:30 a.m. the Director 
of Transportation checks the weather forecast from multiple sources.  The Director then starts driving 
the roads to see what conditions they are in. 

 

By 4 a.m. the Director will speak with road foremen from towns in our district, to check the conditions 
of their roads and where they stand on plowing and sanding.  Around 4:30 a.m. the Director will call 
the Transportation Directors of all the surrounding towns to see what they are thinking and/or 
planning.    

 

The Superintendent watches the weather forecasts and speaks with the surrounding districts 
Superintendents.  By 5 a.m. the Superintendent takes in all the information and forecasts we have 
gathered and makes the best call on whether or not to delay or cancel school.

 

As we all know the weather in Maine can be unpredictable.  With a goal of notifying people by 5 a.m., 
it makes it hard to make the most accurate call.  We understand it can be frustrating for all involved. 
We try to make the best decision for everyone’s safety with all the information gathered.  If you have 
any questions or issues please feel free to call us at Buildings, Grounds, and Transportation at 
207-369-5560 ext 8229.  


The remaining 2019-2020 School Board Meetings are as follows: 
January 13, 2020 Mountain Valley High School Library
January 27, 2020 Mountain Valley Middle School Cafeteria
February 10, 2020 Hartford-Sumner Elementary School Cafeteria
February 24, 2020   Mountain Valley High School Library – Budget Rollout Begins
March 9, 2020 Rumford Elementary School Cafeteria
March 23, 2020  Buckfield Junior/Senior High School 
March 30, 2020  Budget Workshop – Mountain Valley High School Library
April 13, 2020 Meroby Elementary School Cafeteria
April 27, 2020      Hartford-Sumner Elementary School
May 11, 2020 Mountain Valley Middle School Cafeteria
May 12 - 15, 2020 Post warrants – Individual Towns
May 18, 2020 (Monday) Nezinscot Region Informational Meeting - BJSHS Auditorium 
May 26, 2020 (Tuesday) Rumford Elementary School Cafeteria
May 27, 2020 (Wednesday) Budget Validation Meeting – Mountain Valley High School Auditorium
June 8, 2020 Mountain Valley High School – Employee Retiree Recognition
June 9, 2020 Budget Validation Referendum – Individual Town Voting
June 15, 2020 Mountain Valley High School Library

Your RSU No. 10 School Board Members: 
Jerry Wiley	 	 	 Buckfield	 	 jwiley@rsu10.org

Michelle Casey	 	 	 Buckfield	 	 micasey@rsu10.org

Linda Beaudoin	 	 	 Hanover		 	 lbeaudoin@rsu10.org	
Chad Culleton	 	 	 Hartford		 	 cculleton@rsu10.org

Ashley Derouche	 	 	 Mexico	 	 	 aderouche@rsu10.org

Peter DeFilipp	 	 	 Mexico	            	   	 pdefilipp@rsu10.org

Janet Brennick 	 	 	 Mexico	 	 	 jbrennick@rsu10.org

Kathy Sutton	 	 	 Roxbury		 	 ksutton@rsu10.org 

Abbey Rice	 	 	 Rumford		 	 arice@rsu10.org

Jennifer LeDuc	 	 	 Rumford		 	 jleduc@rsu10.org 

Travis Palmer	 	 	 Rumford		 	 tpalmer@rsu10.org

Greg Buccina	 	 	 Rumford		 	 gbuccina@rsu10.org

Charles Maddaus		 	 Sumner	 	 	 cmaddaus@rsu10.org 
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DEBORAH A. ALDEN, SUPERINTENDENT 
MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT FOR RSU 10

Department of Education:  Office of Facilities & Construction October 2019:

“On October 9, 2019, the State Board of Education approved the placement of 
projects 1 (RSU 49/MSAD 49), 2 (RSU 54/ MSAD 54), and 3 (RSU 10) onto the 
Approved Projects List for the Major Capital School Construction Program. The 
placement of these projects onto the Approved Projects Lists will now allow the 
Department to work with the school districts in developing recommendations and 
timelines for each project.” 


This is an exciting opportunity for RSU 10 as your Building Advisory Committee begins 
work through multiple sub-committees to research, plan and help bring a School 
Construction Project to the Mountain Valley Region.  The goal is to gain safety and 
efficiency in our facilities while at the same time providing state of the art educational 
opportunities for our children.  This is a five to six year process, but we are on the 
journey.  We are between step 4 & 5 of the 21 step process.  Most recently we have 
interviewed architectural firms in order to choose who would do the best job for our 
community.  This will allow us to begin site selection and research educational 
specifications to meet our needs.  All of this work is done in conjunction with the 
Department of Education as they will be our funding source and decisions are 
approved by our full School Board as well as public forums and referendums.


Your Building Advisory Committee (BAC): 
5 School Board Members:  	 Mountain Valley Region: Peter Defillip, Abbey Rice, 
Greg Buccina, Ashley Derouche; Nezinscot Valley Region:  Michelle Casey 

Superintendent:                    	 Deb Alden - Co-Chair (Leanne Condon) 

Facilities Coordinator:          	 Scott Holmes - Co-Chair  (Matt Desroches) 

3 Administrator/Teacher :    	 Grades PreK-2: Jill Bartash/Cassie Danylik

                                            	 Grades 3-5:  Kim Fuller/Elizabeth Ledsma

 	 	 	 	 Grades 6-8:  Ryan Casey/Bryanne Glover

2 Community/Parent:          	 Mexico:  Heather Gallant

                                            	 Rumford:  Melissa Harding

2 Town Officials:                 	 Mexico:  Jack Gaudet

                                            	 Rumford:  Chris Brennick 


The committee will bring in others for specific planning such as Special Ed., Nutrition 
Services, Finance, Athletics, etc.



