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The world’s most advanced
rechargeable solution
With its small, discreet size and integrated rechargeable
battery, you can rely on your ReSound LiNX Quattro hearing
aids for more than a full day - without having to change a
single battery.

For a no-obligation demonstration of this new technology
call us to schedule an appointment today!

(479) 259-9626
200 North Quanah • Russellville, AR 72081
www.russellvillehearingclinic.com

WE ACCEPT ALL
MAJOR INSURANCES

Hearing aids & protection • Tinnitus and dizziness

Dr. Charlie Palmer, Au.D.

Over 20 years of clinical experience;
the most experienced Audiologist
serving the River Valley area.

 Free 60 Day Trial
 0% Financing Available
 Hearing Aids for Every Lifestyle
and Budget

Hear better... Live Better! Call to make an appointment today!

LETTER FROM SUPERINTENDENT

Dear RSD Patrons,
It is my pleasure to be writing to you in this

latest edition of Connections Magazine. As I enter

my third year serving as your superintendent,
I can say first hand that we are a district with
amazing opportunities and resources for both
teachers and students. We continue to be the
“school of choice” in our region and state.
Our board goals remind us that Russellville
School District will continue to foster partnerships
with our community that value and support
education. We are very proud of our new
partnerships in our community and continue
to honor our current partners. This edition of
Connections Magazine will explore this further
and demonstrate our gratitude for them.
With the vast opportunities available to our
students and staff, we are confident that all
students will achieve a level of success so that
businesses and post-secondary schools will seek
out RSD students. This confidence rests upon
maintaining and fostering these community
partnerships. Our students deserve the very best
opportunities to help them succeed in whatever
pathway they choose in life.
Thank you for taking the time to read this
publication, and thank you for your support of
this community and our school district.
I am proud to be a part of this teaching and
learning community!
Educating, equipping, and empowering all
students every day in every way,
Dr. Mark Gotcher
Superintendent
Russellville School District
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Your Insurance May Cover
The Cost of Hearing Aids!

Real People, Real Stories.
Right after purchasing my hearing aids, my mother
became ill and was placed in the hospital. My new
hearing aids were such a blessing. I was able to hear
and understand the doctors and nurses during a very
vital time.

You may have Hearing Aid Benefits from one of
these Insurance Providers! We can help you find
out. This is a short list of companies that may
provide hearing aid benefits. **We will not file
your insurance UNLESS you want to keep the
hearing aids at the END of your trial.**

My hearing aids feel very natural in my ears. I can
now hear students, and I don’t have to ask people to
repeat themselves. It’s been really nice to hear and
understand people’s prayers.
Dr. Horne provided great expertise, communication
and service. Even though I immediately experienced a
perfect fit, I know she is always available to make any
adjustments or provide any services.
I would recommend Dr. Horne with Sound Advice Hearing Doctors Russellville to anyone.
Judy Brown, Plainview, AR

At Sound Advice Hearing Doctors we have a “Try Before You
Buy” policy which means, we make sure patients try the hearing
devices before making any purchases. This is how it works. We
will test and fit you with a pair of hearing aids and let you walk
out of the clinic without making a purchase, putting down a
deposit, or even swiping your credit card and we do not collect
a “restocking fee”! There is absolutely no obligation to purchase.
You don’t pay unless you find something that you want to keep.

She lives, serves, and invests
in the Russellville community.

150504RUTC
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beyond
the cafeteria
doors
There has been a slow but steady
societal shift in the way that we see
food culturally, and the expectations
we have for what we are putting in our
bodies due to ongoing studies and the
rising awareness of how the quality of
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our food directly affects our health.
This doesn’t stop at home; your child’s
school cafeteria has also seen a change
in what is desired and needed in order to satisfy our children’s nutritional
needs.

Helping our kids

GROW STRONGER
for a stronger community.
At Millard-Henry Clinic, we take a team approach to caring for kids from birth to 18 years of age.
By working together, we believe we are not only helping kids grow stronger, but are
helping to grow a stronger community for generations to come.
To schedule an appointment with one of our pediatricians for your child, call
Millard-Henry Clinic/Atkins at 479.641.2255 or Russellville at 479.968.2345.

OUR PEDIATRIC SPECIALISTS
Jonathan Brixey, MD • Barry McCraw, MD • Kristen Nelson, MD • Rick Harrison, MD
Christina Bartlett, MD • Chad Masters, MD • Madison Orsburn, MD • Lynette Smith, MD
OFFICE HOURS
8 am – 5 pm | Monday — Friday
9 am – 12 pm | Saturday (at the main clinic)
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RSD is in partnership with Aramark, a food service company that
supplies RSD’s school nutrition, led
by Director of Dining Services, Daniel Connerly.
Connerly has seen the shift of
trends in food preference, how it’s
processed, and how it can be found
all the way through the system from
producer to consumer.
“Sadly, agriculture has received
a lot of negative attention recently
with GMOs and sustainability issues, so we have started to pay more
attention to where our food comes
from and how its produced.”
You might not know that RSD
spends 31% of its budget on locally
sourced products.
Connerly feels that one of the biggest misconceptions about school
nutrition at RSD is that “we aren’t as
healthy as we say we are.”
With the changes in school nutrition, one might ask, “what is considered a meal?”
Connerly explains that a meal for
students in grades K-12 consists of
three out of five offered components,
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with a fruit or vegetable having to
be one of the three available components offered.
“For example, if a student chooses
a hamburger with a bun and fruit
juice to drink you have satisfied all
three components necessary with
only two items!”
Of course, students are encouraged to take all that they need to eat
well and feel full at every meal. Each
of our schools offer a fresh vegetable
and fruit bar that they utilize as a
buffet.
“I have had the desire for some
time to show parents,
staff, and students
that the food we
are serving in
our cafeterias
have been
specifically
formulated
for school
Child Nutrition.”
Meaning that the
food found

in our school cafeterias can’t be found
on grocery store shelves.
Connerly explains that most all
breaded and grain products that are
served are made with whole grain. The
desserts and snacks served have no
dyes and are made with all-natural food
coloring and far less sugar, if any at all,
than if purchased in stores. Meats and
breakfast items have all been reformulated for the better so only the best is
served to students and staff.
This concept is where Connerly says
he decided to forge ahead with the
partnership with a local farming
business, Ralston Rice,
found in Atkins, Ark.,
as part of the ‘Farm
to School’ initiative.
The idea
of bringing
local, fresh
produce
to local
schools is
a movement known
as ‘Farm to
School’ and
is picking up
steam across the
state with 47 districts
already participating in
Arkansas.
Connerly says that he knew he
wanted to be a part of ‘Farm to School,’
and his original goal was to partner
with a local farm for a convenient way
to participate in the movement when
he formed a partnership with Ralston
Rice.
He goes on to explain that you can
use rice throughout the year, and it has
more longevity than fruits, vegetables,
and other perishables.
“I loved what I initially learned from
my visit to the farm and with the family, and what we have received from
this partnership was more than I could
have expected.”
Ralston Rice is the exclusive supplier
of rice products to our school district.

partnerships establish success in our schools

When asked what their original
thought was when agreeing to partner with Russellville School District’s
Dining Services in the ‘Farm to School’
movement Robin Ralston answered,
“We know how important good nutrition is to school children and loved the
idea of being a part of their day.”
Ralston agrees that the ‘Farm to
School’ movement is great for everyone involved from students who benefit from the products to the farmers
themselves.
“Farm to School is a game-changer
for schools and local producers. We
are excited to see schools not only in
agreement with ‘Farm to School’ but
really champion the program throughout their communities.”
Russellville School District www.rsdk12.net 9
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AUTO • HOME • LIFE
Serving the River Valley
over 40 years

479-880-1222
1309 East Main • Russellville

www.hindmanandson.com
Monday-Friday 8-5 • Saturday 8-12

National Accounts • EFS Transcheck
T-Chek Systems • Come-Data Checks

Passenger • Light Truck • Truck Tires
www.jesseubanks.com

No2 Nitrogen
Filled Tires

Jess
Eubanks

24 Hour
Road Service

2420 W. Main
Russellville
479-968-7776
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For all your tire needs
We carry most major brands

Truck Tires • New & Used Tires • Retreads • Alignment (3 axle) • General Repair
Computer Alignment & Balancing • Brakes • Shocks/Struts • Air Conditioning • Batteries
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The family agrees with Connerly
that the expectations of ‘cafeteria
food’ have changed in the last decade.
When asked what Ralston thought the
biggest take away was from introducing young students to local farmers,
they responded that the opportunity
to broaden a student’s awareness of
what it means to be a farmer and to
encourage students to take an interest
in farming as a profession.
“When students are able to try the
foods we grow locally and have the
ability to meet the actual farmers
who grew the produce, we hope to
shape their vision of what farming is,
to encourage them to become farmers themselves, and help feed hungry
people around the world.”
Ralston goes on to say they appreciate the support they have received

from RSD and Aramark for their family business.
The family says it feels blessed to be
part of the RSD family because they
know how much RSD cares about their
students and staff.
“It goes beyond the cafeteria doors.
It is obvious that it’s more than just
serving food. RSD is concerned about
the welfare of the whole child and providing the best nutrition possible.”
With agriculture being vital to the
Arkansas economy, introducing students at such a young age to successful
agri-businesses, like Ralston Rice has
the potential to influence them to look
at agriculture as a potential career
pathway.
Connerly added, “when you have
such a shining example of a successful business and family it’s hard not to

Did You
Know?

want to emulate that.”
The Ralston family is in agreement
that the partnership with RSD has
been a positive one for them as well.
“We have been overjoyed by all of
the support we have received in the
River Valley. Farming is a business and
we would encourage future farmers
to get interested in all the disciplines
needed for a successful career in agriculture.”
Aramark Dining Services at RSD
is doing a lot of great things for our
district. You can keep up to date with
what is being served and upcoming
events through Connerly’s Newsletter, ‘The Feed’ or by following the RSD
Dining Services Facebook page.
Ralston Rice is located in Atkins,
Ark., and welcomes you to visit its website at www.ralstonfamilyfarms.com

Good Grades and Good Vision
go hand in hand. Eighty percent
of what kids learn in school is
presented visually. Since 1 in 4
children have a vision problem,
yearly comprehensive eye
exams are critical. Binocular
vision problems can significantly
affect a child’s ability to learn
even though they may read
20/20 on the chart. Your child
should have an exam by their
first birthday, at 3 years of age,
before starting school and every
year thereafter to evaluate their
visual acuity, binocular vision
and eye health.

3715 W. Main St.
Russellville, Arkansas
(479) 280-1991
Russellville School District www.rsdk12.net 11

partnerships establish success in our schools

A united
community
partners
with RSD
Russellville School District is fortunate that we live in a community that
truly believes in education, and continually chooses to engage with our
schools to unify and encourage our
students to know they are valued and
cared for.

Superintendent Dr. Mark Gotcher showcased the willingness of
those in our community to volunteer their time and expertise in his
‘Report to Patrons’ given at the October school board meeting.
The Russellville Board of Education has three goals it follows in
order to bring the very best to the students of our district.

Drive -thru Banking
Reinvented

Real Tellers.
Real Easy.
Real Quick.

Extended
ITM Hours
7am-7pm M-F

ITMs Locations:
2002 N Arkansas 501 W Main 3005 W Main
3103 E Main Ola Fayetteville

"SERVING THE RIVER VALLEY
OVER 50 YEARS"

Member FDIC

Learn More: fsbitm.com
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Services we offer include skilled nursing with
long-term, and respite care, in addition to
Physical, Occupational, and Speech Therapy.

215 S. Portland Ave

www.russellvillenr.com

968.5256
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Gotcher highlighted board goal #3
in his report to those in attendance
which states; ‘RSD will increase
partnerships that create a unified
community that values and supports
education.’
Last year, 72 local donors committed to 135 Community Scholarships
valued at $98,087 for Russellville
students!
Gotcher went on to thank individuals, local businesses, and the partnerships that sustain events in our
schools and around our district.
Some of the events that are made
possible include ‘Hoops for Hunger’
supported by the Noon Rotary Club,
and ‘The Junior Firefighter Challenge’
hosted by the Russellville Fire Department.
Dwight Elementary partners with
Downtown Rotary for their Bingo
night and Pork Fest, and with Arvest
Bank for their Christmas Pajama
party.
Rotary Club supports Crawford
Elementary’s Reading program, and
the Connect Church supports its Food
Backpack program and after-school
tutoring.
London Elementary was able to
create an outdoor classroom for their
students with the help of the London
Master Gardner’s Organization as
well as a sustainable garden!
Kiwanis supports the STEPS Dance
program at Oakland Heights Elementary, Elmo’s Crane service provided a
demonstration at Sequoyah Elementary, and PetSmart agreed to provide
care and supplies for Center Valley
Elementary’s therapy dog, Ranger.
Arkansas Tech University plays
so many different roles, and their
presence can be found in nearly every
school across the district. This year,
Arkansas Tech University hosted the
Arkansas Governor’s School at Tucker
Coliseum and committed to two more
years as host!
Dwight and London Elementary
partner with ATU’s P.E. department
for their Bicycle Rodeo. ATU part-

ners with Special Education on the
‘Next Steps’ program that introduces
students to what is offered to them
on the ATU campus following graduation.
The Arkansas Tech University
women’s softball and volleyball teams
volunteered their time to fill backpacks at Oakland Heights Elementary, and the ATU music, art, culinary
arts, and theatre programs worked
with the students at Sequoyah Elementary’s Fine Arts ‘Classy Club.’
ATU’s Career Center Construction
students built libraries for RMS,
RJHS, and the RHS campus.

RSD WILL INCREASE
PARTNERSHIPS
THAT CREATE A
UNIFIED COMMUNITY
THAT VALUES
AND SUPPORTS
EDUCATION.
The Biology department at ATU
worked with the Animal Adaptation
Project Lead the Way module, and
the 50-year tradition of ‘Fifth Grade
Camp’ was hosted by students in
ATU’s Parks and Recreation Department.
Just some of the mentionable
achievements across our district
made possible with community
partnerships include the ‘Food Stock
Fundraiser’ with River Valley Food
4 Kids and Aramark’s Summer Meal
Program that provided 8,500 meals
across our community through the
summer.
The Pope County Sheriff’s department partnered with RSD to help
fund an SRO for London and Center

Valley Elementary, and the Army
JROTC program has continued to
grow with 80 participating students.
The Russellville Board of Education continues to implement their
goals to be the ‘school of choice’ in
our region for parents, students, and
employees as well as a commitment
to achieving a level of readiness in
our students so that businesses and
post-secondary schools seek out our
students!
Russellville School District hopes
that by valuing the generosity of
local leaders and encouraging their
partnerships with our schools we
can work together to help students
achieve the most success!
Thank you to the following individuals who have given their time and
heart this school year:
• Senator Breanne Davis
• Representative Joe Cloud
• Mayor Richard Harris
• The Center for the Arts
Foundation Board
• Russellville Animal Shelter
• Manna House
• Pastor Greg Sykes
• Gregory Burns
• Arvest Bank
• Simmons Bank
• River Valley Ozark Off-Road
Cyclists Team
• River Valley Realty
• New Life Church
• Connect Church
• City Church
• First Baptist Church
• Second Baptist Church
• First United Methodist Church
• First Assembly of God Church
• Kiwanis Club
• Russellville Junior Auxiliary
For the full presentation of the
2019-2020 Report to Patrons, please
visit our website at https://core-docs.
s3.amazonaws.com/documents/
asset/uploaded_file/495847/20192020_Annual_Report_To_Patrons.
pdf
Russellville School District www.rsdk12.net 13
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safety
in numbers
RSD PARTNERS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES
The expectations of school safety have
changed drastically in the last decade. The
need for safety in schools has increased and
the level of awareness of potential threats has
become a top priority for administrators.
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RSD Safety Coordinator Jeff Holt states that “we are
very fortunate that our district places the safety of our students and staff first, and we receive a tremendous amount
of support from our community. We want to be the safest
district in America and in order to do that we must have a
strong commitment to safety, and we must search for and
use all the resources available to us.”

partnerships establish success in our schools

Holt goes on to say without hesitation that the hardest part of his job is
protecting the district from the ‘idea’
that someone would want to harm our
students and staff.
“Unfortunately, we must not only
prepare for situations that have already
occurred, but we must also prepare for
situations that might but have yet to
occur. This takes a great deal of communication and planning from many
resources.”
RSD partners with many local agencies including the Russellville Police
Department, Pope County Sheriff’s
office, the Arkansas State Police, Pope
County Fire and Rescue, Emergency
Medical Services, Arkansas Tech Police, and local county and city officials.
Holt says that several Russellville
School District employees and students
are also included in regular safety plan-

ning meetings.
“We all have the same goal in mind:
keeping everyone in our school district
safe.”
Another component of RSD safety is
the school resource officers (SROs) who
are stationed throughout the district.
They play an important and vital role in
the safety of our school community.
“We have an outstanding team of
SROs in our district: Kevin Hobby, Lee
Goemmer, and Nathan Holland, as
well as an outstanding Commissioned
School Safety Officer (CSSO) Terry
Cobb.”
Holt explains that they shouldn’t be
viewed as ‘just officers.’ He describes
the officers as heroes in the eyes of the
students they serve daily.
“These guys are willing to risk their
lives for our students and staff, a
concept that many are not able to fully

comprehend.”
They do an amazing job building relationships with our students and with
our staff. It doesn’t take long when you
are around them to see why they are so
good at what they do. They help students with difficult situations, as well as
celebrate with them when a celebration
is warranted.
“You can walk down the hallway of
an elementary school and you are guaranteed to see many high fives and even
hugs as the students pass. You see the
way the students look at them; wideeyed and in awe of who they are and
what they stand for. It’s an awesome
sight to see.”
A school resource officer has three
main roles and the responsibilities that
accompany them: they are law enforcement officers, law-related counselors,
and law-related educators.

Left to right: Amanda Crow, Jeff Brown, Mistie Parsons, Scott Babb,
Jennifer Spradlin, Scott Hill, Renee Olson

479-967-8000
www.simmonsbank.com
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Their most important responsibility is to keep our students and
staff members safe. They often help
counsel students and staff members
on law-related issues, as well as
make appropriate referrals to juvenile authorities or other government
agencies when necessary.
School resource officers also serve
as the liaison between the school, the
local police department, and emergency personnel in Russellville.
These partnerships with local
authorities were put to the test this
summer when RSD hosted an Active
Shooter Drill in July at the Russellville Middle Grades Complex.
“I believe it was the first one that
had ever been done to this magnitude in Pope County. It helped everyone involved by training together
with each agency in order to better
16
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prepare our district and local emergency personnel for an active shooter
situation.”
The Active Shooter Drill was an
opportunity to test procedures currently in place, as well as the organization and communication between
the school district and all the agencies that were part of the drill.
Multiple agencies from Pope
County participated, as well as community volunteers, many of which
were school district employees and
students.
After the drill, RSD and local
authorities debriefed and each
reflected on what procedures needed
to be improved, what could be done
better, and what changes would better prepare our district in case of a
catastrophic event.
Another safety measure in place

that coordinates with local authorities and RSD is the state provided
RAVE Panic App, a communication
tool that gives schools and emergency personnel a way to quickly
communicate information to large
groups of people at the same time.
Corporal Kevin Hobby says, “I
think the Rave App is an excellent
tool and in my opinion, is the best
form of quick dissemination of information that could save lives in the
event of an emergency.”
“The most important aspect of the
RAVE Panic app is that it gets all the
information to the “good guys” so
they can respond quickly,” says Holt.
“The first few minutes of any
emergency situation is critical and
the App allows almost instantaneous
notification to the staff of RSD,” says
Hobby.

partnerships establish success in our schools

Holt explains that at the press of a
button a 9-1-1 dispatcher is contacted,
along with emergency first responders
and school personnel. This App gives
the tools necessary to coordinate a
faster response during an emergency.
When an emergency happens that
involves a multitude of people, effective
communication is crucial.
When local authorities train with RSD
employees, it creates a sense of community ownership for our school’s safety. “I
can’t put into words what the members
of these agencies mean to me personally, as well as what their support means
to our district,” says Holt. “I am amazed
at the talented people these agencies
employ and we are so very thankful to
be partnered with them in an effort to
make sure we do everything we possibly
can to keep everyone safe in the Russellville School District.”

Hobby agrees that Russellville is
a unique place in which almost the
entire community is invested in the
school district in some form or
fashion.
“Everyone in the community wants the school district to succeed because
they know with that
success everyone wins.
I’m fortunate to work for
Police Chief Humphrey
and an upper administration that believe in the
same investment.”
In closing, Holt says that
students, parents, and staff
should feel confident knowing
that the partnerships with local
emergency personnel and RSD have
the same goal in mind: keeping our
school district safe.
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Eyecare

Proudly serving Arkansas and the River Valley since 1967.
We have over 100 years of industry experience and more than
30 trustworthy brands. We are dedicated to you. Buy local and
come see us for all of your lighting and electrical supply needs.

VINSON ELECTRIC

2500 S Arkansas Ave | Russellville, AR 72802
479-968-1296 | vinsonelectric.com
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building
relationships
at the breakfast
table...
The Chamber of Commerce is the heart
of business advocacy and economic
development in the Russellville area
that provides numerous opportunities
for businesses to advance including
networking events according to their
Chairman, Mr. Joe Wolfe.
‘We are the voice of the business community in our
area. We are an advocate for all businesses both large
and small on important issues such as local initiatives, transportation projects, and state legislation.”
The first Friday of every month The Chamber hosts
a ‘First Friday Breakfast’ as an opportunity for business professionals to network with one another.
The event also focuses on providing innovative
information through a new keynote speaker each
breakfast who addresses guests on their specific
industry and or expertise in an area important to our
local economy and infrastructure.
In August, the Chamber began looking for a new
place to hold the breakfast because they had grown
beyond the capacity of their current venue.
Vice President for Economic Development, Suzy
Griffin says that hosting the breakfast at The Center
for the Arts has been a win-win for the Chamber.
“Not only have our members been welcomed in a
lovely, hospitable setting but we have the opportunity to show off this first-class facility.”
One of the goals of the Chamber for 2019 was to
maintain a close partnership between the business
community and its educators.

18
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CHAMBER FIRST FRIDAY BREAKFAST
Wolfe says, “Partnering with RSD on
the First Friday Breakfast, as well as
other programs throughout the year,
has certainly led to success in achieving
that goal.”
The First Friday Breakfast is just the
latest example of how the Chamber and
RSD work together.
The Chamber’s Annual Meeting is
hosted by RSD in the Cyclone Arena,
and the “Educator’s in Industry’ event
was held in the Black Box theatre this
summer.
Griffin says the support for events
like these from RSD has had a positive
effect on the community and the local
economy.
“The quality of education offered by
RSD is one of the community’s biggest
selling points. Dr. Gotcher’s genu-

ine support of the community has a
positive effect that is evident on a daily
basis.”
Russellville School District Superintendent Dr. Mark Gotcher is pleased
with the potential opportunities that
the partnership between the Chamber
of Commerce and the district will bring
for students in the future.
“We are honored to host the First
Friday Breakfast at The Center for the
Arts. It is a beautiful venue and allows the Chamber to partner with our
district as we look to enhance economic
growth opportunities in our community.”
Another goal of the Chamber was to
create opportunities for ideas and visions to be shared.
Wolfe agrees that “It’s essential for

D
MEXICAN FOO
Call ahead for faster service!

our educators to be as well equipped as
possible in teaching the necessary skills
needed for workforce employment. This
is why partnerships with RSD are so
important and why workforce development discussions are critical.”
Wolfe encourages contacting the
Chamber of Commerce whether you
are a new business to our area or have
been established in our community for
decades.
“If an individual feels we can assist
you in any way, please never hesitate to
contact us.”
The next ‘First Friday Breakfast’ is
scheduled for February 7, 2020.
For more information please contact
The Russellville Chamber of Commerce
at russellvillechamber.com or the office
at 479.968.2530.

Clear Vision Is Essential
for Students of all ages to reach their
Full Academic Potential!

Featuring

Complete Mexican Dinners
Meat & Cheese Nachos • Enchiladas
Burritos Supremes • Taco Villa Salads
Meat & Bean Chalupas

Voted Best Tacos
Lori Boyd Canfield, OD

Amy J.S. Daiber, OD

Open 11am Daily-Close 9pm • Open until 10pm - Friday & Saturday

(479) 968-1191
420 E. 4th St., Russellville

Kit &
Cindy
Kitterman

317 E. Parkway
Russellville
967-6113

208 N. Front St.
Dardanelle
229-1467
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CENTER FOR THE ARTS COMMITS TO THE COMMUNITY

leaving
a lasting
legacy
SEATING CAMPAIGN:
CENTER FOR THE ARTS

The Center for the Arts is a point of
pride for the Russellville community.
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The Center holds a special place with
not only the Russellville School District
but the surrounding communities that
are able to enjoy quality programs they
might otherwise not get to experience
without it.

CENTER FOR THE ARTS COMMITS TO THE COMMUNITY

The ‘Seat Naming Campaign’ will offer the opportunity to leave a lasting contribution to The
Center for the Arts by honoring a loved one, RSD
alumni, or commemorating a favorite teacher or
administrator by purchasing an engraved plaque to
be placed on a seat in The Center’s auditorium.
Immediately following the introduction of the
campaign, Board Member Julie Morgan jumped at
the opportunity. “I wrote a check right then,” she
said.
“I purchased two seats; one for my daughter
Mandy, and one for my husband Johnny. Both were
heavily involved in school activities and took on
leadership roles while at RHS.”
Since the opening of The Center, there have been
two other successful fundraising campaigns that
gave individuals and local businesses the opportunity to contribute to The Center with engraved
benches and dedicated artwork found in the lobby.
Last year, the board offered scholarships to two
graduating RHS seniors, and they have high hopes
of adding a third scholarship this year.

Ride with the #1 car
insurer in Arkansas.
Allowing students to utilize The Center enhances their
educational experience while at RSD.
With an award-winning band, choir, and thespian
program Russellville students are afforded the unique
opportunity to perform in a state-of-the-art facility and
given top priority with scheduled year-round programs
hosted by individual schools.
The River Valley is fortunate to have a large number of
individuals who are supporters of The Arts and are dedicated to keeping them a priority in our community.
Director for The Center for the Arts, Chrissy Clayton
explains that The Center for the Arts Foundation Board
meets regularly to discuss future goals and upcoming
plans for The Center. “Each member of the board has a
passion for The Arts and for what this building represents to our community,” she says.
“We work diligently to bring quality entertainment
experiences to our students and patrons.”
The campaign was first introduced in October during a
Center for The Arts Foundation Board meeting by Clayton and Superintendent Dr. Mark Gotcher.

Matt McCoy, Agent
701 E Parkway Drive
Russellville, AR 72801
Bus: 479-968-2466

With competitive
rates and
personal service,
it’s no wonder
more drivers
trust State Farm.®
CALL FOR A
QUOTE 24/7.

matt.mccoy.ugmr@statefarm.com

1001142.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company,
Bloomington, IL
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This campaign is really two-fold; it
is both a fundraiser that will result in
quality programming for the community and provides the ability to honor
an individual in a lasting way.
Clayton says her hope is that current
and former students will participate
and take on a leading role. She hopes
they will “support making the magic
happen for years to come.”
Morgan, however, looks at the opportunity as a gesture of pride.
“I chose to participate in this fundraiser because I am a proud former
RHS faculty member who is passionate
about The Arts, and I’m proud of the
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impact that RHS had on my daughter
and my husband as RHS alums.”
The campaign is scheduled to close
by the end of this year, making it an
ideal Christmas gift for anyone dedicated to preserving The Arts.
The board is hoping to make this an
annual fundraising event each October
for patrons to participate in.
“The River Valley is fortunate to have
a large number of individuals who are
wonderful patrons of The Arts and
although many have no connection to
the Russellville School District, they
are committed to preserving art in the
River Valley. Therefore, purchasing

seats is not only a fundraiser for The
Center but a wonderful way to honor
individuals” offered Morgan.
Seats can be purchased in the
Orchestra section for $250 or in the
Mezzanine section for $100.
Clayton closes by saying that this
is a unique way to pay tribute to the
years spent in Russellville schools, give
a unique gift that honors a loved one,
commemorate a special occasion, or
recognize your business or organization’s commitment to The Arts.
Information about upcoming events
can be found at www.russellvillecenter.
net or by calling 479.968.6600.

GETTING TO KNOW RSD'S ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT

MEET YOUR NEW ASSISTANT
SUPERINTENDENT

Dr.Danny
Brackett
dents, National Choir events, and
watching the success of students
and staff throughout their careers;
an example being the Midwest
Clinic in Chicago.
Where did you go to school,
what did you major in? Are
those areas still of interest to
you?
I am an Arkadelphia High
School graduate; Ouachita Baptist
University graduate with a BA in
Religious Studies, BSE in Health/
Physical Education/Recreation,
and MSE in Social Studies; I then
went to The University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, and graduated
with an Ed.D. in Educational
Leadership.
All degrees continue to serve me
in my growth and development as
an educator.

Tell us a little bit about you.
I’m in my 36th year in education and have
worked in 7 different districts in Arkansas.
I have had classes with 19 graduates to over
1,200 graduates.
I moved from Springdale School District to
Russellville this year.
I am married to Mandy (Short) Brackett,
who is a 1987 RHS graduate.
I have 5 children and 3 grandchildren.
I love the outdoors and learning new things.
What are some of the highlights/ fondest memories so far in your career in
education?
I have spent the last 26 years as a principal
in 3 different districts and opened a brand new
comprehensive high school (Har-Ber High
School) in Springdale.
I have enjoyed state championships in
sports, musicals, honoring National Merit Stu-

What was your first impression of Russellville?
I have been to Russellville many
times over my career for sporting
events, to review the Renaissance
program, and for my wife’s 30year reunion.
Mr. Wesley White has been a
mentor of mine as I have grown
in the profession. My impression
of Russellville has always been
positive.
What has been the most
surprising thing about Russellville School District since
you moved here?
I have always known of the
outstanding professionals in the
schools in our community but
daily I am pleasantly surprised
by the competence, compassion,

and focus on students and their
achievements.
RSD has a lot of local
partnerships with area businesses; what is something
you would like to see us
implement or begin thinking
about?
Partnerships are the key to
public schools and serving student
learning needs. Developing and
maintaining partners is a goal for
RSD and I simply look for opportunities to add value to the current
work.
I believe one area in which I
may add value with partnerships
is the work over the years I have
experienced with local, state, and
federal legislators and policymakers. RSD’s goal is to be a liaison to
our public servants who propose
and vote on legislation that greatly
influences the work of educators.
What do you hope to accomplish while in your role
as Assistant Superintendent?
Is there a big-picture item
you would like to see happen?
It is my hope to build relationships with community members,
parents, and educators as I stated
previously, and look for ways to
add value to the outstanding work
for which the Russellville School
District is well known.
We have good work to do and
it is our goal to be the school of
choice not only in the region but
state and nationwide.
Russellville School District is
the place to be!
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EVENTS

UPCOMING EVENTS
Russellville School District | The Center for the Arts

DECEMBER 2019
3

— RHS Jazz Band Christmas Concert — Black
Box Theatre 7 p.m.

6

— The Dance Foundation presents
The Nutcracker 7 p.m.

7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
23

— The Dance Foundation presents
The Nutcracker 7 p.m.
— The Dance Foundation presents

MARCH 2020
19
20
21
23-27
29
30

— RHS Choir presents Feast of Carols 7 p.m.
— RHS Choir presents Feast of Desserts 2 p.m.
— RHS Band Christmas Concert 7 p.m.
— Christmas break begins through January 3

— Whirlwind Theatre presents Frozen Jr. 7 p.m.
— Spring break
— Chonda Pierce (TBD)
— Dallas Brass Concert featuring

ATU Symphonic Wind Ensemble

The Nutcracker 2 p.m.
— RMS & RJHS Choirs Christmas Concert 7 p.m.
— RJHS Christmas Band Concert 6:30 p.m.
— RMS Band Christmas Concert 7 p.m.
— RHS Choir presents Feast of Carols 7 p.m.

— Whirlwind Theatre presents Frozen Jr. 7 p.m.
— Whirlwind Theatre presents Frozen Jr. 7 p.m.

& RHS Symphonic Band 7 p.m.

APRIL 2020
4
5
10
30

— Russ Bus “Preacher’s Got Talent” 7 p.m.
— Elementary Art Show 2 p.m.
No School-Professional Development
— Cyclone Theatre presents
Once Upon A Mattress 7 p.m.

JANUARY 2020
4
6
14
20
20
21

— USA National Miss Pageant
— Classes resume

— Pope County Spelling Bee 7 p.m.
— No School-Martin Luther King Day

— Cyclone Theatre Dessert Theatre 7 p.m.
— Cyclone Theatre Dessert Theatre 7 p.m.

FEBRUARY 2020
3
10
11
13
17
18
28

— Junior Follies 7 p.m.
— No School- Parent/Teacher Conferences

— No School- Parent/Teacher Conferences
— RMS/RJHS /RHS Percussion Night 7 p.m.
— RHS Band Midwinter Concert 7 p.m.
— RJHS Band Midwinter Concert 6:30 p.m.
— CHRISTeens Conference

MAY 2020
1

— Cyclone Theatre presents

Once Upon A Mattress 7 p.m.

2

— Cyclone Theatre presents

Once Upon A Mattress 7 p.m.

3
5
7
11
12
14
15
16
19
21
22
25
26

— Cyclone Theatre presents

Once Upon A Mattress 2 p.m.
— RSD All Choirs Concert 7 p.m.
— RHS Band Appreciation Concert 7 p.m.

— RHS Celebration of Excellence 7 p.m.
— RJHS Band Appreciation Concert 6:30 p.m.
— Teacher recognition- 1 hour early dismissal
— Adult Education Graduation 7 p.m.
— RHS Graduation @ Tucker Coliseum 6 p.m.
— RJHS Choir Broadway Review 7 p.m.
— Semester tests
— Semester tests

— No School-Memorial Day holiday
— Semester Tests
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