
Councilor Lennon was absent 
 
David Hellman:  

1. State of Maine cut state revenue.  SB would not have asked for a tax increase if it wasn’t 
for the state there wouldn’t have been a tax increase. 

2. MDOE rejiggered the funding formula that hurt Cape. We need to get equity for our 
funding, 

MaryAnn Lynch:  
2002 we were looking at a $500,000 cut to state funding while I was on the Council and 
at that time there wasn’t a public vote. 

Susana Measelle Hubbs 
We are at a cross roads and the community of cape must decide what they prioritize.  
Town Council and SB must work together and proposed a committee to find a new path 
forward.  On the SB website there is a list of responses to questions on the May 8th 
meeting notes 

Sherm Altenburg: 
Would like the town to contribute to the Land Trust purchase of Robinson Woods. 

Mrs Grimes(Didn’t catch her name) 
 Asked residents who signed the letter of support. 424 residents signed a letter in 
support of the school budget.  Pond Cove Playground was taken out of the budget and 
put towards the parents to fund. 

Sarah Estes 
The reason I chose Cape to live was because of the schools.  I know 54 Cape 
classmates that also moved back to Cape for the schools.  We know that being 
outstanding or great requires investment.  Taught in Lisbon.  She explained how other 
districts could not support the students because of the lack of funds. 

Nicoletta Que 
Has been in the CApe school system since Kindergarten.  The diverse extra curricular 
activities are a good example of the uniqueness of Cape schools. 

Ellis Stanley 
A Freshman at Cape HS and talked about how she was excited to go toHs after seeing 
her brothers go through HS.  CApe is one two schools in Maine that are recognized 
nationally for their music program. 

Ella Briman 
Here tonight to talk about the foreign language programs here at Cape that start at age 7 
or 8. 

Genevieve ?? 
I have a little sister and a little brother who is ADHD.  IF the budget is cut class sizes will 
increase which will hurt the students and she noted a study that notes how smaller class 
size help students succeed. 

??? Crawford 
CApe offers classes that can stand out on a college application.  I being 15 can’t vote so 
I am asking the Council to vote for the school budget 

????? 



With budget cuts the quality of the schools will go down which will cause property values 
will go down 

??? Crawford 
7th grader.  I promise that we will be worth it if you pass the budget. 

????? 
I have only lived in Cape for two years after coming from CA and I am glad to be a 
member of this town.  Please put the vote forward to the community 

Sandy ???? 
 We have exceptional schools that we should be proud of and protect .  I feel that our SB 
and INterim Supt are very talented and know what is needed to keep our school 
Department on top 

???? 
4th Grade Teacher in Biddeford where I see teachers struggle every day. 

???? 
Last year’s survey showed that teachers didn’t have support in the Administration.   

Laura Denino 
New to Cape, less than a year.  Seems to be a real problem on how to fund the schools.  
A lot of new businesses isn’t what we want in Cape.  If we do raise money at Fort 
Williams it probably won’t funnel back to the schools but be used at Fort Williams.  I 
would be happy to work on a committee to move this issue forward 

Janet Villiotte 7 Montgomery Terrace 
I am really glad to see so many people here tonight.  Harold Pascious spoke two weeks.  
MUnicipal business should be done in public and when a resident has sent a list of 
issues that a meeting …. A joint workshop hasn’t been setup that was requested by 
Council Chair Jessica Sullivan.  The cost of consultants doesn’t make financial 

Mr Hubbs??? (Susana’s husband) 
The memo that has been sent around is insulting and damaging  

???? 
Came from Montgomery County and compared to Montgomery County Cape school are 
better. 

??? Atwood 
It is important to debate but if you look at how much the increase is compared to other 
towns they are all about the same.   

Ann Cardi 
Went through the process of the budget step by step.   

Morgan Bizony 
Have taught in School districts in VA, NYC, and South Portland.  Do we really want our 
teachers to have to take on more work and increased class sizes?  Let’s not go 
backwards. 

Ken Lane 
LIved in Cape for 35 years and intend to vote. 

1. Unallocated Funds would put that all in.  So be it if we start the next year in a 
deficit. 

2. Why are we doing a $250,000 study.  Could that be deferred for one year 



3. Sarah Lyndon said that we need to go after the state funding.  Form a coalition 
made of people with sharp elbows. 

4. Let’s not take people from surrounding towns if they aren’t paying us. 
Jennifer ??? 

ON the School Board in early 2000’s.  IT was very frustrating when none of the Council 
members went to any of the SB budget meetings.  Lived in town for 30 years.  
Everybody in this room who are not retired pay into Social Security and the retired 
residents pay for out kids to go to school.  The school is the biggest employer and it 
doesn’t bring in any money.   I do see a lot of younger people from Cape trying to get 
back to Cape.  Property values remain high because we have good schools 

Barbara Powers 
I trust the Supt, A-Team, and School Board to bring forward a reasonable budget.  I want 
my property values to stay high.  The tax increase will cost me $1,000.  WE are finally at 
the point where we are considered a minimum receiver.  WE are not going to get hit 
again because we are a minimum receiver. 

Jim Clark 250 Ocean House Road 
My wife and I moved here 5 years ago and don’t have any kids in the district.  We moved 
from Fairfax VA.There’s no questions in my mind that the budget proposed should be 
put toward to a vote.  My wife and I are volunteers in the community.  Look to see what 
we can do to build the process for the future. 

Maureen Clancy 
Resident of Cape for 25 years, president of Boosters.  Impressed by students that spoke 
tonight but was disappointed that weren’t any boys.  I would rather pay more in taxes 
than to risk the investment that I have already paid. 

Bill Gross 
I feel that the issues this year have been building for 50 years.  In 1999 we had a ratio of 
every 12 students for every professional staff.  This year we have a ratio of 9.5 students.  
In my opinion that ratio going down would save $1 million if we reduced professional 
staff by 1 for 15 years 

REtired Engineer 
WE always did a cost benefit analysis for major projects.  I can‘ think of a more important 
benefit than our kids.  I don’t think we should be going backwards.  I am willing to take 
the hit because when I take a cost benefit analysis kids first 

?? Beesley 
Moved to Cape from Brookline MA 5 years ago.  There are different laws than there was 
years ago.  I think you need to think about the investment and how much it increases our 
property values. 

???? 
School has changed a lot from when I went to school.  We have follow the rules and the 
rules have changed.  I absolutely support the budget and the School Board. 

???? 
My daughter came up and spoke, a 7th grader and she did it all herself.  We moved from 
Toronto 5 years ago. 

Tim Thompson 



I do think we need to think about pushing the building study off a year.  Let’s put the 
resource officer in the budget now.  There are obviously things that need to be done 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


