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School Committee 

North Adams Public Schools 

North Adams, Massachusetts 

 

Public Hearing of 07 June 2016 

 

A Public Hearing of the School Committee of the North Adams Public Schools was held on Tuesday, 07 

June 2016, in the Offices of the Superintendent, 37 Main Street, Suite 200, North Adams. 

 

Members Present:  Mayor Richard Alcombright, Chairperson 

    Tara Jacobs 

    Nicholas Fahey 

    Karen Bond 

    Mark P. Moulton 

    John Hockridge 

 

Missing:   Heather Boulger 

    

Also Present:   James E. Montepare, Superintendent 

    Ellen Sutherland, Assistant to the Superintendent 

    Amy Meehan, Principal 

    John Franzoni, Principal 

    Sandra Cote, Principal 

    Noreen Donnelly, Administrator of Special Education 

    Nancy Ziter, Business Manager 

    Diane Ryczek, Coord. Of Teacher Mentoring and Applied Technology 

    J. Matthew Neville, Director of Facilities 

    Noella Carlow, 21
st
 Century After School Site Coordinator 

    Adam Shanks, The Berkshire Eagle 

    Tammy Daniels, iBerkshires 

     Citizens 

     

     

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairperson Alcombright called the meeting to order at 6:08 p.m. 

 

HEARING OF VISITORS 

 
There were no visitors to be heard. 

 

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 

 

A. Fiscal Year 2017 School Budget 

 

Superintendent Montepare reviewed the proposed FY17 school budget which included $250,000 from 

the school choice account.  The budget is a 3.25% increase from FY16.  He stated that he would have 
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preferred not to use school choice money to pay for salaries but it was necessary.  He also stated that he 

is worried about Title I funds. 

 

The proposed budget eliminated: a foreign language teacher, 1.5 FTE science teachers at Drury, a 

speech position at Brayton, a behavior interventionist at Drury and a parent partner at Greylock. 

 

The proposed budget added: an ELL teacher, and ELL coordinator, a social studies coordinator, an 

athletic director, a 21
st
 Century Coordinator, 8 permanent substitute teachers, drama supplies and 

personnel, a high school Steeples teacher, an autism coordinator, 2 special education teachers (.5 

Colegrove, .5 Brayton and 1.0 Greylock), computer technician (previously funded through Title I) and 2 

teaching assistants. 

 

Other increases in the budget included:  workers compensation, general liability, van drivers, supplies 

(elementary and health), summer custodian, rent, trucks and buses. 

 

Superintendent Montepare expanded on the Athletic Director position which he anticipated would serve 

as a youth coordinator for the city. 

 

It was  

 

MOVED by Hockridge, SECONDED by Moulton 

 To approve the FY16 North Adams Public Schools 

 budget in the amount of $16,744,198 which includes 

 $250,000 from the school choice account 

 

  VOTE ON THE MOTION Ayes 6 FY 17 Budget 

      Nays 0 5958 

 

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

 

Mark Moulton thanks Superintendent Montepare and Nancy Ziter as well as Nicholas Fahey and Tara 

Jacobs who served on the Finance and Facilities subcommittee.  Mr. Moulton also expressed his 

appreciation for funding the athletic director/youth coordinator position and stated that he would like to 

see the city make this a full time position.  Chairperson Alcombright responded that the conversations 

would take place as soon he could get them organized. 

 

John Hockridge addressed Superintendent Montepare and stated that he has been around long enough to 

“recognize your mastery”.  He inquired about transportation and Superintendent Montepare explained 

that we saved money by redistricting  and this savings helps fund field trips, sports, etc. 

 

It was  

 

 MOVED by Moulton, SECONDED by Hockridge 

 that the meeting be adjourned. 
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  VOTE ON THE MOTION Ayes 7 Adjournment 

      Nays 0 

 

  MOTION CARRIED 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:57 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Karen Bond, Secretary 

 

/es 

 


