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A message from our principal:

Welcome back from break everyone and
Happy New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed the
holiday break and the New Year is off to an
incredible start. For me the start of a New Year
always brings optimism and a sort of
rejuvenation. This is also a great time for
reflection on the previous year and goal setting
for the current year. For the most part, we have
had an incredible school year so far with lots of
fun activities and impressive achievements. I
hope the second half of our school year is an
active, engaging and exciting time for all. In
the blink of an eye our seniors will be
graduating and summer vacation will be upon
us.
A huge CONGRATULATIONS to Mr. Babbitt who just received
his Masters Degree in Secondary Education (Curriculum
Assessment and Instruction) from the University of Maine. Mr.
Babbitt graduated with a perfect 4.0 average!

This is just a reminder that seniors are in the ordering process for caps and gowns. The forms are due by Tuesday, January 14th.
Gratefully,
Dwayne Conway
Principal
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Get to Know Our MCHS Team
Cal Dorman teaches Tech and Career, Accounting, Personal
Finance, and Yearbook. He is currently a Co Master Advisor for
the Class of 2022 and a chair of the Freshman Academy team.
When Cal joined our team a few years ago one of the first things
he noticed was how polite and respectful the student body was.
He is impressed at how many students are involved in
something and that many of our students are involved in
EVERYTHING!. The thing that really stands out to me the most
about Maranacook is how the students and the school
community are so accepting of everyone. He commonly shares
the play and musicals as a common reference when he talks
about Maranacook. These events are such a huge production,
every social group is represented and they get along well.
Cal is a super handyman. His father was always building or
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Cal is a super handyman. His father was always building or
fixing something for us or someone else. When Cal has time he
will take on any task, just ask him about his little plumbing
incident from this past summer.
Cal has many role models in his life with is father being his first
with his willingness to help anyone. His best friends growing up
always amazed him. He was such a good person, student and
athlete. What impressed me the most was his character, given
his families very meager financial status.
Cal is passionate about his Family! His parents came from a
very large families and almost all of their siblings have large
families, I have four siblings. My wife has four siblings as well,
however we only have two kids. We do the little things like
eating dinner together at the table as much as our busy
schedules allow. We do two mandatory vacation weeks each
year, camping and a trip to the coast.
Cal told us the best three words to describe him would be
Optimistic, Positive, and Easy Going.
When Cal is not working he really enjoys working in his garage
on whatever project is at hand, yes it is heated! He has
acquired almost every tool you could imagine and is still
collecting. From changing the oil to building a deck, it all starts
in his garage. He said, "I may joke about it, but I love my honeydo list."

Guidance
Kim and Sara welcomed next year’s freshmen
(current 8th graders) to the high school for the
first of many transition activities! Teams joined
us in the library to play High School Lingo
Bingo, combining a ton of information with the
opportunity to win prizes! We also discussed
the excitement and concerns of coming to high
school. We look forward to working with the
class of 2024!

Music
Auditions for the Spring Play, “The Iliad, the Odyssey, and all of Greek Mythology in 99 Minutes or Less” will be taking place this
week! The play goes up March 26-28, so make sure to put it in your calendar! The Concert Band and Jazz Ensemble are getting
back into the rhythm of rehearsing as they prepare for their Winter Concert on 1/23/20 in the Maranacook Performing Arts Center
@ 7PM. And the Concert Chorus and Chamber Singers received new music this week as they look forward to their next
performance on Humanities Night!

JMG (Jobs for Maine Grads)
After a long break, students in JMG jumped right back into action. Students worked on budgeting this week by laying out fake
scenarios with jobs/salaries. They started out by picking their ideal job. They had to look at how much schooling they needed and
figure that cost into their budget. Once they got the job, they took their hourly wages and/or salaries to see if they could live the
lifestyle they want to live. Students debriefed with Mr. Smith to talk about different ways to substitute their wants and needs; along
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with “Budget Busters.” On Friday, students received a visit from the JMG Specialist at the University of Maine at Augusta; Joe
Hayes. Joe talked about UMA and the college process as a whole.

Maranacook Alternative Program (MAP)
On Wednesday, students spent the afternoon working on their Leadership Exploration and Development (LEAD) course. Students
set goals for 2020 in an interaction station activity and engaged in a team building exercise called Key Punch!

English
This week 9th and 10th grade students are taking the NWEA tests to assess their reading abilities. When testing concludes, 9th
graders will work on their Literary Elements essays and 10th graders will be working on their Hero’s Journey essays.
Ms. Chadbourne’s Junior CP classes are working on comparing multiple works in terms of analyzing the author’s purpose.
Students in Mrs. Moran’s junior class are finishing their book group selections and continuing to work on creating artifacts for
their characterization multi genre project.
Juniors in the Honors American Literature class are finishing their reading of Dear Evan Hansen. We are using commentary
from the writers and producers as a basis for selecting evidence to support theme analysis.
AP Lit and Comp: Students are working on a practice AP response essay to an independent book that they chose from the AP
recommended book list.
Juniors in the AP Language class are working on synthesis essay that involves analyzing and incorporating multiple sources to
support arguments around the American Dream.
Seniors in the CP classes are finishing their reading of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time and companion pieces
to compare themes and author craft.

World Language
The German program is working on finishing up a strong semester. German 1 is working hard on complex prepositional grammar
concepts as it relates to each student’s house. German 2 is closing up their last unit before beginning with the past tense.
German 3 and 4 are engaged with reading comprehension and summaries. Herr Fecteau is prepping them for more advanced
understanding by the end of the year. German 5 is doing some exciting in-depth research about the situation in Iran. They are
also learning a little bit about the cities and culture of the Iranian people.
Herr Fecteau is currently serving in the Legislature and will be teaching only on Mondays and Fridays until April. Mr Richard
Downing will be in class on Tuesday through Thursday and will be assisting with work that Herr Fecteau has assigned to
students.

Advisee
Master Advisors met on Wednesday to plan professional development for Feb. 5, 2020. The workshop will focus on the purpose
of the advisory program. The advisory program also received a wonderful letter thanking Advisors and students who baked
cookies, made chocolates, and pies for the food bank on Kids Who Care Day. They gave out over 70 food baskets that included
the baked goodies that were made and donated.

Social Studies
AP US History students finished up their NHD projects and presented them in class on Thursday and Friday
US History students are finishing their NHD projects for presentations next week.
Comparative Government AP beginning our look into the government and politics of Mexico. Ongoing discussion of current
events both U.S. and world events.
AP Psychology students students analyzed IQ tests and other tests used to measure intelligence and identified concerns for
their use as well as exploring the case of “Genie the Wild Child” who provided researchers with a test subject of someone who
was neglected and how that impacted her brain development.
Psychology students will be watching the movie “The Beautiful Mind” and looking at the progression of schizophrenia.
Ethics students Researched arguments for and against the Death Penalty and used their research to debate one side or the
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other as assigned.
World History students are beginning to look at the Middle Ages, NHD presentations start this week
AP World History students are looking at the political, economic, and social implications of the 7 years war.
CP Global Studies students have finished their DBQ Essays, its been a long process and the students have been working very
hard, the DBQ (Document Based Question) Project is something Social Studies Students will do at least six times during their
high school career.
Honors Global Studies students are learning about the United States government starting with the philosophy behind
government using John Locke and Thomas Hobbes as sources.
Personal Finance students are learning about the importance of Risk Management through Insurance and planning for the
future.

Math
Mr Boyman’s Precalculus class is working on higher order inequalities. His Intro to Calculus class has started the study of
derivatives. The Algebra 2 class is working on parent functions and translations of graphs.
In Jay Levasseur’s Algebra 2 CP Algebra 2 CP, we have finished factoring quadratic expressions, where the leading
coefficient is not equal to 1. In Honors Algebra, we have finished solving systems of equations with two unknowns by the
graphical method, the substitution method, and the elimination method. We will be solving systems, which are dependent or
inconsistent by the three methods mentioned above. Next up will be applications of systems. Algebra 1 Part 1, we are working
on the solutions to inequalities and the graphical representation of the solutions. In Honors Algebra 2, we have finished factoring
quadratic expressions, where the leading coefficient is not equal to 1. Before semester exams we will have added other
polynomial expressions to our collection of expressions to factor.
In Robbie Morin’s College Algebra class is finishing a unit on rational equations and will be working on factoring. In Transitions
to Algebra the class is working on solving word problems. In his Algebra 1 class, they are wrapping up their study of Literal
Equations, literally. These are formulas where they have to solve for a variable in the formula.
In Bill Babbitt’s Honor Geometry class, they are finding measures of missing side lengths using similarity and ratios and
proportions. In his CP Geometry class, students are learning about triangle congruence theorems. His Statistics class is
learning about finding the probability of compound events. His Problem Solving class is learning about linear coordinate geometry
finding slopes of lines, midpoints of segments and distance of segments.
In Ms Harman’s Geometry class, they just finished an exploration of parallel lines and non-parallel lines and the relationships
made by angles created by a transversal cutting the lines. In Algebra 1 Part 2 students are learning how to create a system of
equations from word problems and solving them and also working on box plots and dot plots.
In Ms. Graziano’s AP Calculus, we are finishing up a unit on applications of derivatives. The final lesson was about finding the
rate of change of an event using other rates of change. Such as if water is draining from a tank at a certain cubic feet per second,
how is the height of the water changing.
Math Ninja awards were given for the month of December.These are students that have WOWed their student in some way.
They are:

Jay Levasseur is giving his
Math Ninja award to Noelle
Seamon. This student has
become more confident with
her ability in the field of
mathematics through hard
work and discipline. She is
fast becoming a math GEEK.
Congratulations Noelle.

Sarah Harman is giving her
Math Ninja award to Shelby
DeMott. Shelby is a diligent
worker, on task, and asks
questions as needed. She is
attentive to classwork and an
asset to class. Shelby is a
silent math ninja.

Mike Boyman is giving his
Math Ninja award to Cash
McClure. Cash is my
November Ninja for the hard
work and effort that he
exhibits in order to learn and
excel in pre-calculus class..

Robbie Morin is giving his
Math Ninja award to Abby
Whitcomb. A double math
student this year taking
College Algebra and
Statistics. Abby is a quite
learner with great work ethic
and a desire to learn the
material. Abby is always
prepared and learns very
quick. Congratulations Abby.

Bill Babbitt is giving his Math
Ninja award to Dessie
Murphy. Dessie has
overcome many obstacles
while still excelling in
Geometry. Great work
Dessie!

Robyn Graziano gave her
Math Ninja award to Robbie
McKee. He seeks help when
he doesn’t understand. He
always asks for clarification.
Robbie has a willingness to
be vulnerable by asking
questions in class. He has a

questions in class. He has a
general enthusiasm for
calculus.

Technology
Semester long courses are finishing up up classwork and projects and prepping for their exams during the week of Jan 21st.
Yearbook representatives have been contacting seniors for photos and information, deadlines are within the next few weeks. The
Media Center displays new arrivals for reading and research and encourages students and staff to browse through the cloud
library for class resources and/or pleasure reading. Several of the cloud books come in digital and audio format. The tech
department has been supporting Math and English classes with Freshman and Sophomores as the NWEA’s are administered.

Science
In Earth Systems, students set goals for the end of the semester. They are finishing up learning how carbon moves through
different reservoirs as part of the carbon cycle.
Honors Biology: Students are wrapping up a unit on Gregor Mendel and his research on genetic inheritance of pea plants. Next
week they will apply those principles to the human experience.
AP Biology: Students are learning about chromosomal inheritance and how genetic variability is enhanced through not only
Mendelian concepts but also through more complex patterns such as crossing over. They are also learning about how the
production of gametes can lead to a variety of disorders.
Robotics: Several students traveled to Cape Elizabeth on Thursday of this week and competed in a robotics tournament.
Chemistry: Students in several classes are exploring the five major types of chemical reactions this week and how they are
represented in chemical equations. These classes also have begun to balance chemical equations to show that matter is never
created or destroyed during chemical reactions.
Honors Chemistry: We are wrapping up a unit about bonding hybridization, molecular shapes, and polarity. Students
investigated the shapes of several compounds during a lab that utilized chemical modelling kits. We also have began reviewing
for the midyear exam.
Health: We had a speaker come in for Health to talk about the dangers of substances and how it has impacted his life.
PE: We finished our badminton unit this week and are getting ready for our fitness testing next week.

Health Center
Adolescence is not always easy for those going through it or for the people parenting them. Teens are faced with many choices
and pressure to do certain things in order to get approval from their peers. It is important to be available and emotionally present
for your children when they need it and often that may be after an evening out. “Parents that effectively monitor and regularly
check-in may find their tweens and teens are less likely to check-out...The check-in rule does more than allow you to see your
child is home safe...You’ll be able to see that they are of clear mind, and not under the influence of substances...These check-ins
are not the time to ask them about details of their night. Don’t force it... In order for monitoring not to backfire, teens must
understand that the rules exist to keep them safe, not to control them.” Taken from “The Check-in Rule helps Teens Avoid Risk”https://parentandteen.com/check-in-rule/

Fine Arts
Digital Photography students are currently underway in work to develop a variety of portrait styles for the Portrait Unit. Their work
during the semester has been amazing and it will be exciting to see the creative spin that they bring to the assignment.
Ceramics students are doing a fabulous job getting their wheel-thrown work glazed and large sushi plates constructed this week.
The designs that they are arriving at with careful craftsmanship and skill with the materials has been super!
Fine Metals students are spending time working on their sculptural rings. Using outside influences in the sculptural side of fine
crafting with silver, they are pushing beyond earlier expectations to make their work really (and literally) shine!
Drawing students are nearly complete with their ink stamped portraits that we posted about before winter break and those are
looking really polished.

Student Senate
Student Senate is buzzing! The Health Center committee is creating a promotional video that raises awareness of the services
they provide. Outreach committee is raising funds for senate through their annual carnation sale. Student Voice committee is
advertising for the Eurosphere dance on January 25. Sustainability committee is continuing their work on their garden mural.
School spirit committee is all hands on deck, this season is always their busiest as they are in charge of winter carnival,
including planning all the fun after school events, finding chaperones, designing and ordering class shirts and more. Finally there
will be a Voting Registration Drive on Friday January 10th. The League of Women Voters of Maine will be at the school during
lunches directing students on how to register. Most Juniors and Seniors will be able to register.

Extra and Co Curricular
Recent Scores:
JV Ice Hockey:
Kennebunk, tie 1-1
Gorham, win 1-0
Hampden, tie 1-1
Windham/Westbrook, loss
Varsity Hockey:
Cony 2 Hawks 1
Houlton/Hodgdon 4 Hawks 0
Presque Isle 5 Hawks 3
Hampden 6 Hawks 2
Boys Basketball:
Varsity beat Mt. View
JV lost to Cony
Varsity lost to Cony 92-89
Varsity beat Oceanside 66-45
Varsity beat Winslow 69-60
JV beat Waterville 73-46 (Chris Reid scored 27 points)
Varsity beat Waterville 83-57

Varsity beat Waterville 83-57
Girls Basketball:
Varsity beat Mt. View
JV lost to Cony 34-26
Varsity lost to Cony 49-32
JV lost to Oceanside 50-47
Varsity beat Oceanside 48-43
JV lost to Winslow 43-35
Varsity lost to Winslow 43-30
Varsity lost to Waterville 52-17
Nordic Ski
Results from Telstar Relays
The Telstar Relays consist of 4-person mixed gender teams. Our
school entered 6 teams, here are the results:
7th: Maura Taylor, Brady Stockwell, Cambelle Nutting, Carter
McPhedran (fastest individual leg of the day)
28th: Sophie O’Clair, Max Olmstead, Evelyn St. Germain, Will
Colvin
34th: Maggie Stokes, Zach Berg, Ashley Cray, Tom Poling
39th: Lily Cannell, Eric Nelson, Sally Stokes, Ben Adams
42nd: Claire Holman, Seth Badeau, Jenna Badeau, Noah Jones
43rd: Emily Lucas, Toby Olsen, Kusha Kane, Ethan Watts

Featured Athlete of the Week
Junior Sophie O’Clair, nordic skiing

Sophie is a key member of a girls nordic team
with high aspirations. The group has many
returning skiers from last year’s team and they
hope to improve and make a run at a title in
both the conference and at the state level.
Sophie is an excellent athlete who also excels
in cross country and track. Sophie also has a
big heart and is one of the most sportsmanlike
athletes you’ll ever meet. She can be seen
after her race is done encouraging other racers
as they cross the line.

Sophie Facts:
Favorite Athlete: Runner Shalane Flanagan (now retired)
Favorite Food: sushi
When Sophie isn’t skiing or running she can be found hiking,
playing with her dogs, or teaching yoga.
Person she most admires: Mom
Favorite subject in school: Ethics
Mentor: Mr. DeAngelis
Future Ambition: Complete her Bachelor’s Degree at Thomas
College (next year!) in Psychology, earn her Master’s Degree in
Criminology, spend time in the Peace Corps, and then maybe
work in the prison system teaching holistic health. Wow!

Athletic Schedule:
Sat, January 11th: Girls Basketball Home vs Cony JV 1pm Varsity 4pm
Boys Basketball Home vs Cony JV 2;30pm Varsity 5:30pm
Hawks Hockey Home vs Messalonskee at 8pm
Mon., January 13th:
Tues, January 14th: Boys Basketball @ MCI JV 5pm Varsity 6:30pm
Girls Basketball Home vs MCI jv 5pm Varsity 6:30pm
Wed, January 15th:
Thur. January 16th: Boys Basketball Home vs Mt. View JV 5pm Varsity 6:30pm
Girls Basketball @ Mt. View JV 5pm Varsity 6:30pm
Fri. January 17th:
Sat, January 18th: Hawks Hockey Home vs Massabsic 1pm

Upcoming Events:
1/15/20 Board of Education Meeting at MCHS 6:30-8:00
1/20/20 No School-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
1/21/20 MCHS Faculty Meeting 2:45- 4:00

Go Bears!
-Dwayne Conway, Ed.D
Principal
Class of 2022 Advisor
Maranacook Community High School
2250 Millard Harrison Dr.
Readfield ME 04355
207-685-4923x1022

