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5 Essentials Survey for Parents
Parents: Please take a few minutes to fill out the 5-Essentials Survey at
https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/. We need at least 20% of our parents to take
the survey in order to get a report, but currently only have about 5%. The
information from the survey report will help us develop school improvement plans
and better improve our programs and services for students and the community.
Your input is important to us!

UPCOMING DATES
January 28-31
February 14
February 17
February 19
February 29
March 9
March 14
March 17
March 18
March 23-27

AdvancED/Cognia Accreditation Visit
Teacher Institute – NO SCHOOL
Presidents Day – NO SCHOOL
Board Meeting – BRHS Library, 7 p.m.
BRHS Talent Show
Blue Ridge CONNECT - BRHS, 6-8 p.m.
BRHS Boosters Cash Bash
Grade 2 and 3 Spring Program, 7 p.m.
Board Meeting – BRHS Library, 7 p.m.
Spring Break – NO SCHOOL
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Jan. 15 School
Board Meeting
Partial List of Actions Taken:
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

The Board has begun planning for Blue
Ridge Connect, March 9, 6-8 p.m. at
BRHS. Mark your calendar now to join
the board and school district
administration for informal 2-way
conversations about issues in and around
the district. This is your chance to ask
questions and give your ideas on how we
can better serve our students and
community!
Congratulations to 7th grade students Josh
Berkler for placing 2nd and Carsyn Stiger
for placing 3rd in the district level with
their Patriot Pen Essays. Josh received an
award and $150 check from BR Board
Member, Dion Lathrom at the January Board meeting.
Mr. Ken Seneca, Industrial Arts Teacher, presented to the Board on the opportunities his courses
provide students. Mr. Seneca’s program is well-respected and includes classes that are eligible for
dual credit with Parkland College. It is well-worth your time to look at the presentation posted at
https://5il.co/cc6i.
Ms. Aimee Thacker, Family and Consumer Sciences Teacher, produced a fun video to highlight
some of the work her students have done in their classes. Watch it at https://5il.co/cc6s (it may load
slowly).
Approved Health/Life Safety amendments for Radon abatement at BRIJHS (Jr. High Side), and for
replacement of VAV/Damper units at BRHS.
Set a date for the BR Board of Education to participate in in-district professional development with
the IASB Field Services Representative Patrick Allen.
Completed the 1st reading of numerous policy revisions from the PRESS policy services, to address
the many new legislative requirements from the state of Illinois.

School Calendars for 2020-21 and 2021-22:
The Board reviewed draft calendars for the 2019-20 and 2020-21 school years. The District Steering
Committee reviewed survey information from District personnel to develop the 2-year calendar. BR is
considering a 2:20 dismissal during the 1st week of school to ease students back into the school
schedule and allow for the many additional committee and planning meetings that need to take place at
the start of school. We are also considering trying an earlier than typical start date in 2021-22; this
would allow for more even numbers of days in semesters, and a guarantee that school would be out for
the summer prior to Memorial Day.
Proposed calendars are posted at https://5il.co/cc7f and will be presented to the board for final approval
at the February 2020 board meeting. The Board welcomes any comments or input on the calendars.
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LEAD/SEED Grant:
Each of our principals participate in the LEAD/SEED grant. The grant is designed to provide coaching
and supports for our principals so that they can grow as educational leaders. A summary of the
activities and benefits associated with the grant is posted at https://5il.co/cc7z
Quarterly Financial Report:
The financial report for the first half of our fiscal year is posted at https://5il.co/cc82. Revenue and
expenditures are at typical levels for this point in the school year, except for revenue from the state of
Illinois for transportation reimbursement. Federal funding has been received in a timely manner. The
state of Illinois has fully paid the funds owed us from FY19 and has paid all but about $130,000 of what
they owe us for FY20 to date.
Quarter Review of Progress Toward Strategic Planning Goals:
The quarterly review of our strategic plan goals is posted at https://5il.co/cc81. Progress on each item is
noted in the far right column of the charts beginning on page 2. We have met nearly all of our goals and
are ready to develop a new plan for the future. The upcoming accreditation visit by AdvancED/Cognia
will provide an outside review of our district and provide important data for us as we create a new
strategic plan.
DeWitt Children’s Mental Health Forum:
Blue Ridge hosted this month’s meeting of the DeWitt Children’s Mental Health Forum. This group has
been meeting for 4-5 years to coordinate efforts of the Mental Health agencies in our area to better
serve our students. At this month’s meeting we heard a presentation from the Children’s Advocacy
Center on the work they do for children who may have faced physical or sexual abuse. For more
information on the CAC, go to https://www.nationalchildrensalliance.org/

Health and
Wellness Tips
Try to be more physically active every
day. Take the stairs. Play outside. Walk
the dog. Dance inside! If the weather’s
nice, ride your bike. Get out there and
MOVE!
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Educational Technology
State Tests: Testing season is right around the corner! A
slew of tests will be taking place in the coming months.
The State of Illinois now requires that all students in grades
3-8 take an online/computer version of the Illinois
Assessment of Readiness test for ELA and Math. A paper
test can only be taken as an accommodation for a student
with specific IEP needs. In addition, Winter benchmark
testing for Schneider and BRIJHS Reading and Math is also
taken online during the month of January. These tests really
tie up our resources - we are thankful to be 1:1 with the
current demands of the state in place.

Curriculum
•

•
•
•

Schneider teachers worked with English/Language
Arts Coach Raquel Eshleman to begin unpacking
Fontas & Pinnell Phonics kits, discuss how
collaboration and common plan could be used to
inform ELA instructional practice, and how
collective teacher efficacy can be a game changer.
Ongoing preparation for AdvancED/Cognia
Accreditation Review5 Sight training
4H planning for spring semester
Development of 2020-21 Professional
Development Plans

Schneider School
News
Financial Literacy - Our building is expanding our
programming this year related to financial literacy. We
will begin Junior Achievement in all kindergarten through
3rd grades in January and February. The program is five
sessions and takes about 25 minutes for each session.
These lessons are aligned to the Illinois Learning
Standards and provide our students foundational
knowledge and skills related to financial literacy.
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Benchmark Testing - As we return from break and
start second semester, we begin our winter
benchmark testing. Benchmark testing is done for
each K-3 student three times a year. The data, in
addition to classroom data, provides our teachers
and Title 1 program information used to track
student progress during the course of the year. We
also use progress monitoring data which is tracked,
weekly or biweekly, to create and/or adjust
intervention groups. These are designed for students
who need additional support to address student
learning deficits or for potential enrichment
possibilities.
Pre-K Monitoring Visit - We recently completed
our Pre-K monitoring visit. This process includes
the help from so many people at the Schneider
building. Thank you to our Pre-K teachers (Kim
Bode and Lindsay Wilkinson), aides (LaDawna
Patrick, Maria Aldrich, Chris Wells), Mary Russell,
and Sandy Kline for their planning and preparation.
We will receive our rating in six to eight weeks. We
currently have a “Gold” rating for our program,
which is the highest rating a Pre-K program can
achieve.
Movie Day - Prior to the last day of break, our students visited the Princess Theater in LeRoy. Instead of
holiday gift exchanges and parties, students viewed “Frozen II”. The students had a great time watching
this new release. We have many students that rarely get the experience to go to the movies. Thank you to
P.I.E. for providing monetary assistance for this event!
Attendance: We had 67 students during the month of December with perfect attendance. This is up 7%
from November.
Behavior: 95% of Schneider students were ticket free during the month of December. This is up 2% from
November.
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BRIJHS News
•
•
•

BRIJHS had a busy last few days of the semester with an AR Dodgeball Party, 6th Grade Greek
Olympics, and a PBIS Celebration.
We are hosting another student teacher in 4th grade this semester. Aidan Currie will be learning
from Mrs. Hale this semester.
BRIJHS is taking students to the annual Students Involved in Technology Conference in February.

Attendance: We are placing an emphasis on the importance of good school attendance. We send
attendance letters home to students. We have several students with individual attendance incentives. Our
attendance in December of 2018 was 89.45% and our attendance in December of 2019 was 89.63%.
Behavior: There were 32 discipline referrals this month. PBIS and Restorative Practices are implemented
throughout the building. On January 3, BRIJHS staff had a day-long training in Restorative Practices led by
Kevin Jones from ROE #17.

BRHS News
•
•

•

Ron Crosby’s Family donated over $500
in Memorial Funds to the Blue Ridge
Athletic Department.
The Parent Advisory Council continues to
meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the Month,
at 6:00 in the Commons. This is one hour
before Booster Club.
Congratulations to Mr. Don Anton who
was named Mix 95.4 Teacher of the Month
sponsored by Rick Ridings Ford in
Monticello. The recognition came with a
check for $100.
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Congratulations to Paige Bolen for being Named Student of the Month for December.
Thank you to Pam Davis for helping 2 of her Alternative Education Students finish their Graduation
Credits
Thank you to Greg Builta and his Maintenance Staff for all of their cleaning over Christmas Break.
The High School Teachers and Staff did an outstanding job preparing information for the upcoming Advanced ED visit.
The ESSA Committees are exploring interventions to help our students improve their Reading and
Math skills.
The Students in the CEO Program are organizing a Road Race for January 25th. Next, they will
work on their Individual businesses for their year-end Trade Show.
Our Local Ag Students are planning to have another Career Day in the Old Gym during FFA Week.

Attendance: There are 220 Students currently enrolled at Blue Ridge High School. This time Last Year
there were 232 Students. The Average Daily Attendance from December 12, 2019 through January 8, 2020
was 215, which is 97.7%. This time last year the average was also 215 but 92.6%. We continue to work
with the Regional Office of Education and the Truancy Officer to improve Student attendance.
Behavior: From December 12, 2019 to January 8, 2020 BRHS has had NO Out of School Suspensions; 21
for 2019-2020 as compared to 1 last year. 18 Disciplinary Infractions, by 11 Students; 202 for the 20192020 School Year, as compared to 3 last year. 209 Students with No Disciplinary Infractions. That is 95%
of the Student Body.
Extra-Curriculars:
•
•
•
•

Athletes of the Month for December: Basketball—Savannah Stiger and Wayne Bowns, Cheer—
Arianna Kemphues, and Scholastic Bowl—Mitchell Houser.
Zach Stephens named to the All-Tournament Team at the BSN Holiday Tournament.
Jenna Mozingo named to the All-Tournament Team at the Meridian Holliday Tournament.
Brady Masengale signed a Letter of Intent to play Football at St. Ambrose College in the Fall.
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