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Dear Warriors,

It’s 2020! If you are like me, it seems surreal to say that number 
out loud. We are now over halfway through our 2019-2020 school 
year. We are also winding down our 4th year of the Now Through 
Eternity Comprehensive Campaign. During the 3.5 years of this 
campaign, the Warrior Family has generously contributed more 
than $3,725,000 to the campaign, events and other needs within 
the ministry. That’s another number that feels overwhelming to 
say out loud. God is good! And His people are generous!

Without such generosity it would be challenging for Lincoln 
Lutheran and the Lutheran Education Foundation to execute 
ministry in a healthy and positive manner. It is important to fully 
appreciate such generosity, but we also need to be careful not to 
take the ministry of Lincoln Lutheran for granted!

A few years ago, I was extended a Call to serve a church and school 
in Delray Beach, Florida. Sara and I went to visit the ministry just 
before Christmas. The church had some really neat ministries 
and had some great ideas about additional ways to serve their 
community. It would have been a fun new challenge and a very 
different ministry.

During our visit we had the chance to tour a couple of schools 
that would have been potential options for our girls. We got to see 
what those schools were doing in the area of faith, curriculum, 
technology and activities. When Sara and I had a chance to talk 
about our visit and assess where God might be calling us to serve, 
we both hit a roadblock when it came to the education of our girls. 
There was just so much more they were going to be able to be a 
part of at Lincoln Lutheran.

Part of what hit me after that visit is how easy it is to take for 
granted the blessing that is Lincoln Lutheran. It’s not perfect. 
There are always opportunities to do new things and get better in 
areas. But, it is a true blessing to Lincoln and the families it serves. 

In my current role as a Board Member for the Association of 
Lutheran Secondary Schools (which serves as a resource to 
Lutheran Secondary Schools around the world) I have had a chance 
to learn more about how other schools serve and how Lincoln 
Lutheran lines up with what other schools are doing. Believe me, 
there are some schools that are doing crazy neat ministry, but 
guess what, so are we! I encourage you to not do what I do at times 
and take the Warrior ministry for granted! Thank you so much for 
the GENEROSITY that makes this place what it is! Thank you for 
valuing the Christian Education of young people! Thank you for 
supporting our staff which does great work each and every day! 
Without you - without such generosity - a very important ministry 
would cease to exist!

God’s Richest Blessings in 2020 and beyond!

  
  

Scott Ernstmeyer, Ed.S. 
Executive Director - LLSA & LEF 
LLJHS - Class of 1989

U P C O M I N G E V E N T S

March 2020

3/27 25th Annual Gala 

May 2020

5/17 Graduation 
5/28 Give to Lincoln Day

A D M I N I S T R AT I O N

Scott Ernstmeyer, Executive Director 
Matt Heibel, Principal 
Julie Frederick, Guidance Director 
Joel Brase, Assistant Principal and Activities Director  
Lloyd Wagnitz, Director of Ministry Advancement

M I S S I O N

Equip young people to be faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ by providing an excellent, 
Christ-centered education.

V I S I O N

Lincoln Lutheran will be known as a welcoming 
Christian community that provides students with 
a Christ-centered education through dynamic 
programs, dedicated professional staff and an 
environment conducive to learning in order to 
develop prepared and responsible servants in God’s 
world. 

 
TAG L I N E

Lincoln Lutheran - Christ-centered Learning for Life

 

2019 –2020 T H E M E V E R S E

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, 
for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

– Joshua 1:9

L E T T E R FRO M L I N C O L N LU T H E R A N
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August 2019
The year began with 298 students in grades 6-12, 
48 were new 6th grade students.  Two new teachers 
joined the Warrior family.

The annual Boosters Bash 
was held on August 23.  
Lincoln Lutheran teams 
were introduced along 
with team scrimmages and 
performances. 

September 2019
September 5th, 
Grandparents’ Day was 
celebrated in the main 
gym with refreshments, 
a short presentation, and 
Chapel with all of the 
Lincoln Lutheran students, faculty, and staff.

Homecoming week was the week of September 
16th.  The Coming Home Tailgate party preceded 
the football game with Lincoln Lutheran defeating 
Lincoln Christian for the “Spirit Sword”! 

The 24th Annual Warrior Classic Golf Tournament 
was on September 27th.  This year there were 140 
golfers, 35 sponsors, and 21 alumni who golfed or 
sponsored the event.

October 2019 
 
Two of the Lincoln Lutheran 
Cross Country team members 
qualified for the State Cross 
Country meet.

 
 
 
Lincoln Luthearn Girls 
Golf State Champions!

 

Seventy-four 5th graders attended the annual 5th 
Grade Visit Day.

November 2019
Lincoln Lutheran 
Volleyball team 
finished the season 
34-3 and captured the 
2019 Nebraska State 
Championship!

Lincoln Lutheran  
received the NSAA C1 
Sportsmanship Award 
during State Volleyball 
Tournament.  
 

The Middle School performed two of the most 
popular plays of Shakespeare, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream and Hamlet.  The High School performed a  
One Act play called The Good Doctor.  This play 
was also performed in conference and district 
competitions. 
 

December 2019
Fall Academic All-State Winners:   
Janna Schmidt - One-Acts; Mallory Schmidt - Girls  
Golf; Paige Trutna and Gretchen Stennett - Volleyball; 
Kayla Steinbauer, Alayna Bergt, Ben Blankenbiller 
and Tanner Lebo - Cross Country; James Admiraal 
and Ethan Zager - Football

Middle School students spent the morning of 
December 18 serving the Lincoln Community at 
Tabitha, Easterday 
Rec Center, Northeast 
Family Center, The 
Cotner Center, People’s 
City Mission, F Street 
Community Center, 
Nebraska Right to Life, 
Catholic Social Services 
and the Salvation Army. 

Warrior News is published for Lincoln Lutheran alumni 
and friends.  For additional copies, or to notify us of 
address changes or personal updates contact us at  
402-467-5404 or development@lincolnlutheran.org

First Semester in Review
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Alumni News

2019 Distinguished Alumni Award - Liz Schultz (Justus) 
 
Liz is a 1977 graduate of Lincoln Lutheran Junior High. She attended 
Lincoln Northeast High School and Concordia University, NE where she 
received a degree in Elementary and Early Childhood Education. She 
would later earn a Master’s Degree in Early Childhood from Concordia. 
The last 17 years she has served at Faith Lutheran Church providing 
leadership for Touching Hearts. In 2007 Liz earned a Nebraska District 
Distinguished Lutheran Early Childhood Administrator award.

“Lincoln Lutheran taught me about quality education. I learned how to study and grow as an individual. I 
also learned that faith is connected to our everyday lives and should be a part of all we do. Lincoln Lutheran 
instilled in me a desire to share my faith. One of the reasons I became a full-time church worker was because 
of the many teachers and role models at Lincoln Lutheran. I enjoyed many wonderful teachers, especially Mr. 
Roeber. I remember having a lot of fun in science and home economics. I really enjoyed band and choir and 
playing basketball with my teammates.”

Liz advises current Lincoln Lutheran students, “Find the path that God has chosen for your life and find joy 
as you live that life. Include prayer as you make decisions and know that God will walk beside you throughout 
your life’s journey.” 

Liz and husband Ron Schultz live in Lincoln and are blessed with three children: Luke (LL ‘05), Caroline (LL ‘07) 
and Megan (LL ’10).

 On August 3, 2019, the Class of 1999 organized a gathering to celebrate 20 years. The gathering 
started with an open house at Lincoln Lutheran followed by a meal and fellowship at Granite City.



4

Alumni News

2019 Distinguished Young Alumni Award - Miranda Watson (Rabbe) 
 
Miranda is a 1999 graduate of Lincoln Lutheran High School. She attended the 
University of Nebraska, Lincoln earning a Business Management degree. Miranda 
has earned multiple real estate licences from the Larabee School of Real Estate and 
is currently self-employed with Woods Bros Realty as a REALTOR®, Assoc Broker. She 
received the “Presidents Club Sales Volume Award” from Woods Bros every year since 
2007.

Some of Miranda’s favorite memories of Lincoln Lutheran include times spent in 
shop class learning to use power tools, (correctly and safely!), designing a project, 
and completing it to Mr Roeber’s high standards (not an easy feat). “We were not only 
taught life skills that I STILL use on a daily basis, we were also taught creativity and 
problem-solving. We were encouraged to stick with a project or process, and learn to 

adjust when things weren’t quite turning out according to our original plan - a life lesson for which I am forever 
grateful.”

“I also enjoyed crazy biology dissections with Lyle Ziems; learning the power of “6’s” in math with Don 
Duitsman; understanding the importance to VOTE from Nathan Bassett; experimenting in chemistry and 
physics with Gary Loontjer; sweating on the fields and courts with Sue Zeigler and practicing music to later 
receive countless awards with Kathy Ohlman. Seriously, what fun!”

“When I attended LL, we were given great freedoms to make our own choices, but also true responsibilities to 
ensure that whatever we did was a success. For those of us who may have been a smidge ornerier than others, 
we were given guidance and correction in a compassionate manner. Our teachers set an example of Christ’s 
love and direction for our daily lives. With high expectations, I was allowed to participate in school activities 
year-round. The balance I learned while relying on God as my stronghold to manage everything has prepared 
me for my work and play in life, with clients, friends, family and more!”

Miranda’s advice for current Warriors: “Tough times never last, but tough people DO! Many days in middle 
school and high school are SO TOUGH. But your God is tougher, and your experiences will only make your faith 
stronger! There’s a great big world out there full of endless possibilities and wonderful opportunities. The best 
is yet to come!”

Miranda and husband Jaime live in Lincoln and are blessed with two sons, Nolan (6th grade @ LL), and Myles 
(5th grade @ Faith).

 

Mark your calendars - August 1, 2020

Alumni Gathering

Honoring the following classes

Junior High Class of 1970 - 50 years 
Junior High Class of 1980 - 40 years 
Junior High Class of 1990 - 30 years 
High School Class of 2000 - 20 years 
High School Class of 2010 - 10 years

Watch for more details!
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Thoughts from the Warrior Family

Joseph Admiraal A LU M N I -  C L A S S O F 2018

 

I am currently studying Geography at the University of Idaho.  I am also a Marine Officer 
Candidate at the Naval ROTC Battalion there.  

My path to Lincoln Lutheran probably looks significantly different from a lot of the kids who 
attend the school.   Neither of my parents are Lutherans and my family doesn’t go to a Lutheran 

church, but when I was 5 years old they decided to send me to Faith Lutheran Elementary School and I was in the 
Lutheran Education System until I graduated from high school.  They wanted me to have a Christian education and I 
know they made a good decision for my education.

 The first thing that really made a difference to me was the teachers.  I remember my sixth-grade teachers; it was 
obvious they cared about us and wanted us to succeed.  Throughout middle school and early in high school, I didn’t 
have a strong desire to succeed, or to be a leader, or even to do anything worthwhile with my life.  But when God 
stirred a desire in me, I knew exactly who to look to as role models.  I can look at different teachers I had and say I 
can attribute a part of who I am to them.  Many of them are still at Lincoln Lutheran, and I know they will remain 
friends and mentors for as long as they’re alive.  The teachers want their students to succeed, and if they see we have 
a desire to succeed, they’re going to bend over backwards for us.  Many of these teachers have had a profound impact 
on me, whether it be on my values, my worldview, or even my future in the military.

 I have a similar relationships with my coaches as I do with my teachers.  I cannot name a coach I have had at Lincoln 
Lutheran who hasn’t been a role model for me – not only in life, but in Christian Faith as well.  Sports have built my 
character as they have combined the necessity of teamwork with the opportunity to learn from people I consider 
mentors.

 The coursework at Lincoln Lutheran is incredibly rigorous.  It is challenging and students are well-prepared for 
college if that is the path they take.  When I got to college, we would have a two page essay assigned and I would hear 
the whole class groan; I was never daunted because I knew I had done more difficult things in high school.  Finals 
week was difficult and stressful at Lincoln Lutheran, but in college it has been easy.  

The Christian Education aspect of this school can’t be understated.  There’s nothing more important; it’s the purpose 
of the school.  I don’t know if anyone can put a value on the importance of having a foundation like that.  Attending a 
mid-size, secular university that is seldom welcoming to Christian values did not concern me because I knew I had a 
foundation on which to stand.  Being surrounded by people who believe the same thing is a great gift, and when it is 
time to step out of that comfort zone and go show or speak about Jesus Christ to those who don’t believe the same, I 
certainly felt I knew my faith well enough to defend it or explain it.

I still see Lincoln Lutheran’s influence at play in my life daily.  Time-after-time I can apply principles my teachers 
taught me, because it wasn’t just facts, but a framework and a worldview – tools to succeed.  I now attend a Lutheran 
Church in my town, not solely because I’m familiar with the theology, but mainly because the community mimics 
what I had at Lincoln Lutheran.  While I no longer belong to such a tight-knit class, I still seek out relationships with 
instructors who mirror those I had with my teachers at Lincoln Lutheran.

If asked to describe Lincoln Lutheran in one word, I don’t hesitate: foundation.  Lincoln Lutheran is a foundation for 
life for young men and women in many ways.  They will form lasting relationships with their friends and teachers.  
They will have a base of knowledge with which they are well-prepared to take on anything college or the workforce 
can throw at them.  But most importantly, they will have a strong foundation in Jesus Christ – at a time in their life 
when it’s difficult to stand for Christian values, and in an era of time when it may not feel like we even have the option 
to do the right thing.  That is what Lincoln Lutheran has meant to me.
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Mr. Lyle Ziems C U R R E N T T E AC H E R (31 Y E A R S O F S E R V I C E)

Lincoln Lutheran is brick and mortar, but the true identity of Lincoln Lutheran is in Jesus 
Christ and her people (the “village”). It’s truly incredible to me that my association with this 
village has spanned over half my lifetime. During that time, I have been blessed by association 
with 1000’s of people: educators, administrators, families, and of course, students. Both the LL 
village & I have experienced growing pains but also a myriad of growing pains. The LL village 
has graduated 100’s of students; three of them my own children. By God’s grace, the LL village 
has been instrumental in nurturing the faith of many, and I am one of them. God has called so 
many wonderful God-fearing and God-cheering people to invest money, times, and talents in 
the ministry of Lincoln Lutheran. Likewise, I am grateful for the blessing of so many who have 
invested patience, trust, wisdom, and encouragement in me.

Lincoln Lutheran means to me…it means ongoing battle with the dark forces of this world, 
it means God’s patient faithfulness, it means friendship and family, but most importantly, it 
means celebration of life in Christ!

Lexie Kreizel       S E N I O R - C L A S S O F 2020

Lincoln Lutheran has always been very important in my life. I haven’t known any differently 
than going to Wesleyan to watch the football boys play on Friday nights. That football family 
is something very special. But now that I’ve been a Lincoln Lutheran student, I have come to 
know many blessings that I have from attending school here. 

The most meaningful thing to me is the family aspect Lincoln Lutheran has. Our school is one 
big Christian family, all worshipping and praising our loving God. When deciding upon which 
high school to attend, a Lincoln Public High School or Lincoln Lutheran, I chose to stay here 
because of one main reason - the ability to be at a Christian school and be a Christian athlete, 
proclaiming my love for Christ each and every day with the Lincoln Lutheran family having my 
back. I get to be part of many activities as well as to personally make connections with a variety 
of different students and personalities at Lincoln Lutheran. Being a part of teams and activities 
that have the same goal of glorifying God with our talents he has blessed us with, is something 
that I will cherish forever. I will never go back or doubt my decision of a high school, because 
my time at Lincoln Lutheran has been a blessing and helped me grow tremendously. Family is 
everything to me and Lincoln Lutheran allows me to have that in everything I do.

Thoughts from the Warrior Family

Harper Davis       C L A S S O F 2025

I love to be a student at Lincoln Lutheran because of the fact that we can learn about Jesus.   
 
I also love the teachers and all my friends who I have made through Lincoln Lutheran!  I think it 
is important that we can hear about God’s Word without being persecuted. 

Lincoln Lutheran is the perfect school for me! 
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Thank You!

Lincoln Lutheran and Lutheran Education 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges the 
commitment of many generous donors.

Your continued support of Christian  
education has impacted 2,050 alumni 

and is impacting our current students.

Thank you!

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you 
are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those en-
trusted to you, but being examples to the flock.  1 Peter 5:2-3 (NIV)

Gym Sponsors 2019-2020 
This program supports all Lincoln Lutheran activities 
through sponsorships in the gym and programs.

Anchor Parnters 
      Amigos (10 years) 
      Bryan Health (4 years) 
      Concordia University (10 years) 
      Innovative Pain and Spine (2 years) 
      Southeast NE Cancer Center (4 years) 
      Union Bank and Trust (7 years) 
Founding Partners
      Chick-fil-A (1 year) 
      Dillon Auto (1 year) 
      Doane University (5 years) 
      State Farm Insurance, Bev Higgins (9 years) 
      LCEF (2 years) 
      Lutheran Education Foundation (9 years) 
      Perspective Planning Partners (1 year) 
      Tag Ink and Thread (6 years) 
      US Bank (9 years) 
      Valentino’s (7 years) 
      Woods Brothers Realty, Miranda Watson  (1 yr) 
Mobile Scoreboard Partner 
      City Laundry (7 years)
Program Sponsors 
      Bryne & Jones Enterprises, Inc. (3 years) 
      Lincoln Orthopaedic Center, P.C. (10 years) 
      Schwisow Construction, Inc. (5 years)

Donor Commitment Since 1995
Financial Support (Years in a row)

15 donors - 25 years in a row 
8 donors - 20 to 24 years in a row 
41 donors - 15 to 19 years in a row 
51 donors - 10 to 14 years in a row

Financial Support (# Years out of 25) 
15 donors - 25 years 

41 donors - 20 to 24 years 
104 donors - 15 to 19 years 
197 donors - 10 to 14 years

Lincoln Lutheran School Association
Association Members
     Calvary Lutheran Church            1959 - present 
     Christ Lincoln                                  1999 - present 
     Faith Lutheran Church                  1991 - present 
     Holy Savior Lutheran Church     2003 - present
     Immanuel Lutheran Church       1995 - 2008 
                                                                    2018 - present
     Messiah Lutheran Church              1988 - present  
     Redeemer Lutheran Church        1959 - present 
     Trinity Lutheran Church           1959 - present 
 
Mission Partners 
     Peace Lutheran Church - Waverly 
     The Rock Lutheran Church - Seward 
     Word of Life Lutheran Church - Lincoln
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Fun Facts

History
1953 - Dream of a Lutheran Junior High School 
in Lincoln took root when the two elementary 
schools discussed overcrowding problems.

October 1959 - The Lincoln Lutheran School  
Association (LLSA) was formally signed into  
existance.  Calvary Lutheran, Trinity Lutheran 
and Redeemer Lutheran were the original  
members of the Association.

January 24, 1961 - First voter’s meeting and a  
plan for a new Junior High was approved.

November 26, 1961 - Offical groundbreaking and 
dedication of the first building.

September 7, 1962 - Lincoln Lutheran Junior  
High opened its doors for the first day of school 
with 118 students in grades 7  through 9 and a 
faulty staff of seven.

December 4, 1993 - High School Steering  
Committee formed.

November 14, 1994 - Voters approve High School 
project.

August 27, 1996 - First day of school in remodeled 
building and new additon with 270 students in 
grades 7 - 11.

September 14, 1997 - Dedication of gymnasium.

May 31, 1998 - First High School graduating class.

ACT Scores 
  
24.1 ACT composite score last year 
 
23.5 average ACT composite score last 18 years 

52% of Seniors last year met all four ACT  
Benchmark Scores – National Average is 22%

Alumni  

2050 alumni in 48 states and at least 6 countries

  975 Junior High alumni
1075 High School alumni

 

State Championships
 
2000 - Girls’ Track and Field
2001 - Girls’ Track and Field
2004 - Volleyball
2008 - Boys’ Track and Field
2015 - Girls’ Golf
2017 - Boys’ Golf
2017 - Girls’ Softball
2019 - Girls’ Track and Field 
2019 - Girls’ Golf 
2019 - Volleyball

State Runner-Up
2005 - Volleyball
2015 - Girls’ Track and Field
2018 - Girls’ Track and Field
2018 - Volleyball

Faculty and Staff 
 
18 average years of experience 

11 average years at Lincoln Lutheran
 
12 have only worked at Lincoln Lutheran  
               with 14 average years of experience
 

9 with Bachelor Degree
17 with Masters Degree
1 with a Doctoral Degree

Current Faculty and Staff Children  
   28 graduates of Lincoln Lutheran
   11 current Lincoln Lutheran students
   15 current Lutheran elementary school students
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Give to Lincoln Day
 
Give to Lincoln Day is a day of online giving 
for charities sponsored by Lincoln Community 
Foundation.  The Lutheran Education Founda-
tion has participated in all eight years the giving 
day has existed.

May 30, 2019 was the largest amount of dona-
tions received for LEF through this event.

$80,223.53 total raised 
$6,703.73 match received for participating

finished 16th out of 439 charities

Next Give to Lincoln Day is May 28, 2020!

Lutheran Education Foundation

From the desk of Lloyd Wagnitz 
Director of Ministry Advancement
Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2020! 
 
We are thankful for God’s richest blessings on 
the Lincoln Luthern ministry over the past 58 
years and we look forward with anticipation 
for where God  leads us in this new decade and 
beyond!

Over the last several years, it has been excit-
ing to experience the growth of generosity in 
support of  the Warrior ministry.  I have also 
enjoyed the time visiting with the Warrior fami-
ly and hearing the thoughts of alumni and their 
parents on the value of their experience and 
education received at Lincoln Lutheran!

God’s Blessings to you and your family.

Grateful for each of you,

Lloyd W. Wagnitz 
Director of Ministry Advancement 
lwagnitz@lincolnlutheran.org

Thrivent Choice
Lincoln Lutheran has been receiving Thrivent 
Choice funds since September 2010.  It is an easy 
way for eligible Thrivent Financial members to 
designate funds to a charity of their choice.

Thank you to more than 200 members who 
have selected Lincoln Lutheran for their Choice 
Dollars!

2019 funds must be designated  
by March 31, 2020

Eligible members must designate available 
funds by logging into their account at www.
thrivent.com or calling Thrivent Financial at 
800-847-4836.

Endowments at LEF
An endowment is a donation to a non-profit 
organization, which uses the resulting 
investment income for a specific purpose. Most 
endowments are designed to keep the principal 
amount intact while using the investment 
income for charitable efforts.

Lutheran Education Foundation has several 
endowments totaling over $1,000,000:

10 Lincoln Lutheran scholarship endowments

6 College scholarship endowments

2 Operational endowments

1 Lutheran elementary school endowment
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Lutheran Education Foundation

Comprehensive campaign highlights 
as of January 10, 2020

474 donors have committed 
$2,297,299.79 

and 
15 new planned estate gifts totaling 

$2,253,650.00

Debt Reduced 
(over and above regular payments) 

$496,299.56 
 

Scholarship and Endowment growth 
$477,157.83

Media Center Renovation and  
Warrior Center for Athletic Performance 

Funded and Completed

Campaign ends June 30, 2020

GALA - March 27, 2020
Plans are under way for the  
25th annual Gala!

Committees are at work to 
celebrate the 25th Gala in new 
and exciting ways.  The event 
will be at the Embassy Suites in 
downtown Lincoln and will include silent and 
live auctions, meal, and time to visit friends and 
members of the Warrior family.

Do you have ideas for the event or want to join 
in on the planning process?  Give us a call!

                   Purchase tickets online at  
        https://events.handbid.com/auctions/2020- 
        lutheran-education-foundation-gala/tickets  
 
or contact Kristin Bennett at 402-467-5404 to 
reserve your tickets.

                             Legacy Society

61 members

$1,336,133.25  
received from 28 members  

called home to be with the Lord

$3,127,550.00 
future planned gifts from 33 members

Lutheran Education Foundation
 
LEF has experienced substancial growth in the 
amount of assets being managed.  The chart  
below shows amount of assets at the end of fiscal 
years in June.  June 2019 Assets - $1,988,554.97



WARRIOR NEWS  |   JANUARY 202011

Non Profit Org
 US Postage  

Paid
Lincoln, NE

Permit No.1657

1100 North 56th Street 
Lincoln, NE 68504

402.467.5404  |  LincolnLutheran.org


