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Congratulations 
State 
Champions! 

Congratulations to the 

Felicity-Franklin FFA 

Advanced Parliamentary 

Procedure Team who 

won the state event in 

December. The students 

have spent many hours 

learning how to efficiently 

and properly conduct a 

business meeting, as 

well as think on their feet 

and speak in public. 

Team members include: 

Audrey Pinger, Luke 

Jennings, Emily 

Hardewig, Alisha Boone, 

Carly McClure, Kyra 

Davidson, Emma 

Robertson, Landen Tull, 

and Raven 

Schnarrenburg. The 

team of students will 

represent Ohio at the 

National FFA Convention 

at the Indianapolis 

Convention Center in 

October 2020. 

Congratulations to all of 

the FFA Advanced 

Parliamentary Procedure 

Team Members! 

 

New Felicity-Franklin Elementary Sensory Room 
Felicity-Franklin Elementary School added 

a special space this year – the Elementary 

Sensory Room. This space is a result of 

two grant awards received by principal 

Jennifer Keller last school year - The Ohio 

School Climate Grant and also the 

Preschool Restoration Grant. The 

Elementary School began implementing 

the Responsive Classroom teaching 

approach in 2018. Responsive Classroom 

is a research-based teaching approach that 

gives teachers concrete practices for 

ensuring a high-quality education for every 

child every day. Although the approach 

offers practices for improving student 

behavior through effective management, it 

goes beyond that to also offer strategies for 

promoting academic engagement, building 

a positive community, and teaching in a 

developmentally appropriate way. Felicity-

Franklin Elementary supports two core 

Responsive Classroom practices through 

the Elementary Sensory Room for K-3 

children. A sensory room is a therapeutic  

 

 

space with a variety of equipment that 

provides students with special needs with 

personalized sensory input and helps these 

children calm and focus themselves so they 

can be better prepared for learning and 

interacting with others. Mrs. Bev Seale, 

preschool aide, uses the room for large 

muscle work when one of the students 

becomes fidgety and agitated in the 

classroom. Mrs. Becky Beyer, occupational 

therapist, sees the benefits of the space, 

“Using ‘big muscle’ activities regularly helps 

the students to calm their bodies and get 

some energy out so they can go back to 

class focused and ready to concentrate on 

learning.” Traditionally, sensory rooms 

have been used in autism or multiple 

disability classrooms. However, this 

strategy has been shown to have positive 

benefits for any child, including those with 

vision difficulties, language difficulties, 

learning disabilities, emotional 

disturbances, and any student who just 

needs a safe, quiet room to calm their body.  
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Felicity Franklin Local School 

District is forecasting a 

positive revenue surplus in the 

current year (2020), but 

beginning next year with 2021, 

we will start spending into our 

cash balance and will continue 

each year thereafter. A 

district’s cash balance is like a 

savings account.  It consists of 

the cumulative amount of cash 

left at the end of the fiscal year.  

In the forecast just completed, 

revenues will remain flat, but 

normal expenditure growth is 

expected for salaries, benefits, 

and all other expenses. By 

2024, expenses are projected 

to be greater than our revenue 

by $1,349,008. The yellow line 

on the graph above displays 

the district's diminishing cash 

balance (savings).   It is 

recommended to maintain at 

least a 90-day cash balance 

that equates to expenditures 

for three months.  The theory 

behind this recommendation is 

that school districts pay most 

employees today for what they 

earned 90 days ago so that we 

can stretch their pay over the 

90 days in the summer.  You 

will see that this 

recommended cash balance is 

maintained in this forecast 

until 2024.    

Revenue Challenges: Only 
14% of total revenue is local 
real estate/property tax.  This 
revenue source is very 
consistent even though 

 

 

 

Additional 

Reduction of School 

District Revenue by 

$485,137.18 

The information to the 

right summarizes the 

financial forecast 

prepared and submitted 

to the Ohio Department of 

Education on November 

30, 2019. 

Immediately following this 

submission, the Clermont 

County Auditor’s office 

notified the district of 

information that will 

significantly affect this 

forecast.  Once all the 

details are finalized, a 

revised forecast will be 

published.  

This notification impacts 

public utility revenue from 

one of the public utility 

companies inside our 

district. This entity won 

their appeal to reduce 

utility valuation from 

2017, 2018, and 2019.   

Because the school 

district has already 

received the revenue for 

those tax years, Felicity 

schools will be required 

to pay back $485,137.18 

to the taxpayer, through 

the Clermont County 

Auditor’s office.     

Please note that the 

information that follows 

does not reflect the 

$485,137.18 reduction to 

our revenue, but instead 

summarizes the forecast 

as published to the Ohio 

Department of Education. 

Please stay tuned for 

more information about 

this important issue. 

 

 

  

property values can fluctuate.  
HB920 ensures that districts 
receive the same revenue as 
the residents voted in, despite 
any increases or decreases in 
property value.  Additional 
revenue could be generated 
through a voted levy, but 1 mill 
only provides the district 
$98,000 (the last operating levy 
was passed in 1977). 

Public utility revenue makes up 
4% of total revenue.  Although 
not a large percentage, the 
dollar impact has fluctuated 
between $200,000 - $700,000.  
This type of revenue is not a 
reliable source of funding.  
Public utility companies can 
appeal their value, and the 
district does not have any legal 
rights to object. 

70% of our revenue comes 
from state funding.   The 
governor froze funding for the 
next 2 years, meaning although 
expenses will increase through 
inflation, state funding will not 
increase to help offset the 
additional expense. 

Expenditure Highlights: 

Salaries & Benefits make up 

66% of all expenditures.  

Staffing is continuously 

evaluated and compared to 

similar districts.   To date, 

reductions have been made 

only through attrition.   Benefits 

alone increased 14% this year 

and is forecasted to increase 

10% each year of the forecast. 

Plan design changes are 

evaluated every year to help 

 

offset additional increases in 

premiums. 

Purchased Services total 23%, 

including special education 

services, open enrollment-out, 

substitute teachers, technology 

related services by Forward 

Edge, facilities management 

services by TDG, & all other 

utilities.  

Equipment is a small portion of 

expenditures (1%-2%), but can 

fluctuate drastically.  This 

category includes technology, 

maintenance capital 

replacements, & buses.   

Due to our revenue challenges, 

administration will continue to 

evaluate potential savings 

through attrition and other 

expenditure reduction 

initiatives.  If the governor’s 

next biennium budget doesn’t 

significantly change the 

amount of funding to Felicity 

Franklin, the district will need 

additional local dollars to 

sustain our valued educational 

opportunities currently 

provided to our students.  As 

good fiscal stewards, 

administration & the Board of 

Education are currently 

evaluating the timeline and 

amount of millage that may be 

needed, pending a negative 

outcome of the governor’s next 

budget.  We will continue to 

keep the community updated 

as additional information is 

determined.   

 

November Forecast Financial Update 



 

 

   Cardinals Care Program at FFHS 
Cardinals Care 
Committee 
Mallory Taulbee, Harlie 
Brandenburg, Chloe 
Taulbee, Olivia Taylor, 
Amy Davenport, Timberli 
Osborne, Nick Violette, 
Joann Blanton, Steven 
Jones, Bryce Reeves, 
Natalie Brueggemann, 
Mady Woodall, Luke 
Jennings, Audrey Pinger, 
Whitney Hauserman, 
Emma Robertson, Carly 
McClure, Tate Liming, and 
Blake Terry. A big thanks 
to our grads that came 
back and helped as well – 
Sarah Hoog, Joey 
Glassmeyer, Jared 
Hamilton and Bailey 
Lowe. 
 

Cardinals Care 

Activities 

Elementary craft making, 

making holiday care 

packages for every 

student. Every student 

received treats and 

goodies, caroling/band 

music tour through town, 

baking cookies for local 

businesses and 

community partners, 

making Christmas Cards 

for soldiers, playing Bingo 

with veterans at the 

Veterans home in 

Georgetown, learning 

basic first aid, CPR 

refresher for students, 

painting inspirational rocks 

for Ronald McDonald 

House, wrapping presents 

for several local families 

sponsored at Christmas, 

making dog treats and 

toys for local dog shelters, 

building Christmas wood 

décor for Garrison Home 

decorations, and 

volunteering at Empower 

Youth. 

 

 

 

This year marked the second 

annual Cardinals Care Day 

at Felicity-Franklin High 

School. Cardinals Care is a 

philanthropy day when the 

high school students engage 

in “giving” activities.  

The creative idea for the 

Cardinals Care Program 

came from high school 

principal, Mr. Bob Walker, 

who had done similar events 

in a another school district in 

the past. Mr. Walker felt that 

it was a wonderful 

opportunity for students to 

engage in “giving” activities. 

Even though Felicity-Franklin 

High School is a small 

school, it takes a lot of work 

and organization to make a 

day like Cardinals Care 

successful.  

Mr. Walker discussed this 

event with the school Building 

Leadership Team and Mrs. 

Holly Jennings suggested 

that the FFA AG Capstone 

students could be mobilized 

to make it successful.  

The timing of the Cardinals 

Care  activities in December 

also works well with the 

holiday season and the 

exam schedule as well.  

With a little guidance, in the 
weeks and days leading up 
to Cardinals Care Day, the 
AG Capstone students 
created all of the 
organizational pieces, 
donation collections, 
schedules, student sign-ups, 
etc.  

Within the Cardinals Care 
Program, each activity has 
adult supervision, but is 
student organized and led.  

Every student in the HS is 
involved and engaged in 
multiple activities of their 
choosing during the 
Cardinals Care Program. 
 
According to high school 
principal, Mr. Bob Walker, 
“We are in the business of 
teaching and learning, but it 
is so much more than 
reading, writing and 
arithmetic. We are shaping 
the next generation of  
 

 

Americans, this day is purely 
good for the soul!” 

 
Mr. Walker stated that the 

high school wants to keep 

the Cardinals Care event 

fresh each year. 

Therefore, if anyone knows 

of  an organization that 

needs a small army of 

givers, Felicity-Franklin High 

School wants to hear from 

them.   

Mr. Walker shared that he 

had recently made contact 

with the Cincinnati Cancer 

Support Community and 

they are always in need of 

beanies and seat belt 

protectors for Cincinnatians 

that are going through 

cancer treatment. So next 

year, the high school will be 

collecting the materials and 

making as many as they 

possibly can during the 

Cardinals Care 

Day.  According to Mr. 

Walker, “We welcome new 

ideas, it’s all about giving 

back…” 

 
Cardinals Care Day of Giving 2019 – Final Statistics  

 3 sets of Christmas decor created for the Veteran’s Home, Garrison Place and Morris 
Nursing Home 

 102 dog toys for the shelter 

 96 dog treats for the rescue 

 Crafts with 300+ elementary students 

 25 gifts purchased, wrapped and delivered to CPS 

 100+ inspirational rocks created for Ronald McDonald House 

 8 dozen holiday treats made 

 11 businesses in town received these holiday treats delivered by our students 

 200+ appreciation cards made for soldiers 

 180 holiday bags made for all the HS students 

 75 hygiene packs created 

 Helped clean up at Empower Youth 

 Played Bingo with Veterans 

 Learned life-saving measures including AED use 

 Sang & played Christmas carols around town & throughout the school 

 Raised $120 through a dodgeball tournament to help pay for the expenses 

 



      

                      

                                                                   

 

 

                                            

      



 

 

 

Felicity-Franklin Middle School Incorporates Thriving 
Learning Communities Program into the School Day 
 
 
 
Felicity-Franklin Middle School has started the implementation of a new program this year 

titled Thriving Learning Communities. Thriving Learning Communities (TLC) is a unique, 

research-based approach to improving students’ social and emotional competencies (SEL) 

through the lens of character strengths. Students use strengths to help their understanding 

of self-awareness, self-management, social awareness, relationship building and 

responsible decision-making. Planning for the new program began last summer as a team 

from the middle school attended the TLC Champions Institute at the Mayerson Academy in 

Cincinnati. According to the Mayerson Academy, “In the three-day Institute a small group of 

leaders join other school teams to build knowledge, skills, and confidence to effectively 

implement the Thriving Learning Communities program.” Middle school teacher Mrs. Angela 

Broadwell said, "The TLC program has helped both students and adults tap into our 

character strengths. We have become more aware of our individual and each 

others' strengths and how they impact our relationships. We are learning how to capitalize 

on our strengths with each other and within ourselves." According to middle school principal 

Trish Hiler, “As students come to understand their unique strengths and build SEL 

competencies, research shows that engagement, learning and performance all increase. By 

having this program it has helped to create a positive environment where we can focus on 

the whole student by focusing on their character traits to help them be successful in and out 

of the classroom.” According to information from the Mayerson Academy, “Sustained TLC 

implementation with fidelity has shown to have had positive impact, resulting in improved 

student engagement, improved attendance, improved test scores and improved student 

grade point averages, and decreased disciplinary referrals for students. We will keep the 

community updated on the results as the new Thriving Learning Communities program 

continues to grow at Felicity-Franklin Middle School during the 2019-2020 school year. 

 

 

 

Weekend Food 
Packs through 
Empower Youth 
Program  

Felicity-Franklin School 

District is partnering with 

Empower Youth. This 

organization will be taking 

over the weekend food 

bags for Felicity students. 

The bags which include 

self-serve foods are sent 

home with the students 

every Friday. Students 

who participate in the free 

and reduced lunch 

program or who are 

identified by staff as 

needing a hand up have 

the opportunity to 

participate in the program. 

More information about 

weekend food packs as 

well as other programs can 

be found on the Empower 

Youth website - 

www.EmpowerYouth.me 
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