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Overview

• Social emotional curriculum in the classroom.
• Social emotional curriculum provided by the school 

counselor.
• Learning Support Team.
• Practicing the Montessori social emotional curriculum 

at home.
• Long term benefits of attending a Montessori school. 



BFMA Philosophy 

• ‘Childhood education must develop the whole child 
across a broad range of academic, physical, creative, 

social, and emotional dimensions.’



How A School Counselor Enhances 
the Montessori Curriculum: My 

Services

• Holds individual student meetings
• Provides direct classroom intervention
• Runs groups
• Provides parent support/psychoeducation
• Provides staff support
• Oversees the Learning Support Team (LST)



Individual Student Meetings

• Weekly LST meetings with teachers to identify & 
discuss student’s academic, social, and emotional 
needs.
• Observation request forms & Child Study Team 

meetings.
• Parent consent requested via email for student 

meetings to begin.
• Goal identification with students (not for them) during 

meetings 1 & 2.
• Structure of meetings: Anxiety example.
• Consultation with a student’s therapist (if he or she 

has one) on a monthly basis.



Direct Classroom Support

•Toddler House
•Children’s House
•Elementary I 



Groups
• Children’s House:

Kindergarten Group: Members learn about concepts 
such as empathy & taking responsibility for actions-
taking classroom lessons one step further.



Groups
Elementary 1:
• Girls Group: Members learn age appropriate 

friendship skills and conflict resolution skills to best 
manage their peer relationships.
• Leadership Group: Members learn leadership skills 

they can use in the classroom, with peers, and in the 
real world throughout their lives (such as perspective 
taking, active listening, delegating tasks in a group, & 
time management).
• Bullying Prevention & Response Group: Members 

learn about the 4 types of bullying (physical, verbal, 
cyber, & relational), how to prevent bullying, stand up 
to a bully, and how to help others who are being 
bullied. 
• *New bullying investigation process.



Groups
• Elementary II:
• Empowerment Group: Empowerment Group: 

Members learn how to advocate for themselves in the 
classroom and with peers. Strong focus on relational 
bullying and passive aggressive behaviors.
• Leadership Group
• Bullying Prevention & Response Group

• Middle School:
• Bullying Prevention & Response Group



Parent Support/Psychoeducation

• Public versus private parent support.
• Discussion of student social emotional needs.
• Parenting advice & support.
• Psychoeducation.
• Determining next steps regarding outside services.
• Don’t ever hesitate to reach out to me, no question is 

a bad or silly question!



Staff Support

• Public school counselor versus private school counselor.
• Supporting the teachers so they can be their best selves 

for your children.



LST Supervisor 

• Involved  with all student needs, not just social and 
emotional, across all levels. This helps me understand 
every single need of our students. 
• Copied on all correspondence Kristen & Shannon have 

with parents.

Learning Support Team (LST)
• Kristen Boonisar: Learning Supporter for ELI, ELII, & MS 

students.
• Shannon Paull: Learning Supporter for TH & CH students.



Practicing the BFMA Social Emotional 
Curriculum at Home

Montessori phrases used in the classroom which can be used 
at home to promote independence & social/emotional skill 
development:
• ‘Are you proud of your work?’
• ‘I noticed you completed that task all by yourself, how did that 

make you feel?’
• ‘It looks like you hurt bobby’s feelings, what can you do to make 

him feel better?’



Practicing the BFMA Social Emotional 
Curriculum at Home

• ‘Ouch, that hurt. Can you tell Bobby how that made 
you feel?’
• ‘You should speak with Bobby about the problem 

you’re experiencing with him, not me.’



Collaborative Problem Solving
• Dr. Ross Greene, ‘Raising Human Beings.’
• Children do well if they can-Montessorians foster the 

same belief.
• ‘Difficult’ behavior is just the signal that a child cannot 

meet the expectations placed upon them-that they 
do not have the skills to complete the task.
• My role & parents’ role: identify these lagging skills 

and teach them to your child.



Collaborative Problem Solving

• Ross Greene suggests an approach which allows you 
to communicate with your child while maintaining 
authority to resolve problems without using threats, 
anger, or physical force.
• Asking ‘what, who, where, and when questions, not 

why.’
• Professional development run by me in the next year 

to train staff in this modality.



10 Commandments of Maria Montessori

• Reference handout!



Long Term Benefits of Attending Bay Farm

• Life long intrinsic motivational skills which will promote success, 
confidence, and self love. 
• How material rewards and consequences, such as sticker charts 

(used in many public schools), are a temporary fix and promote the 
need for adult reassurance and/or the desire to receive a reward 
(instead of learning to take pride in your work without external 
motivation). 
• So many parents ask-how do I get my child to be motivated?
• The Montessori answer? The more you put a child’s success back on 

them, the more intrinsic motivation they develop.  


