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The School District of Cambridge Board of Education has unanimously authorized two referendum 

questions for the April 7, 2020 spring election.   

Acting upon the recommendation of a citizens’ task force, the Board authorized a facilities referendum 

proposing to fund the construction of a $9.9 million performing arts center.  The performing arts center 

would be located on the north side of Cambridge High School and have seating for approximately 500. 

The Board also authorized a $150,000 operating referendum to fund the recurring utility, maintenance 

and staffing costs associated with a performing arts center. 

If approved by voters, the facilities referendum carries an estimated annual tax impact of $76 per 

$100,000 of property value over a 21-year payback period.  The operating referendum has an additional 

annual tax impact of $2.14 per $100,000 of property value on a recurring basis.  

“The Board considered a number of factors while considering the recommendation and referendum,” said 

Board president, Tracy Smithback-Travis. “Driving factors included acknowledging that 87% of our 

students are engaged in the performing arts, and current spaces are outdated and not able to support 

comprehensive performing arts programming. In addition, facility scheduling conflicts are limiting student 

access to the right facilities at the right time. The district’s strong financial situation with a tax rate at its 

lowest in 25 years combined with loan interest rates at historical lows were also considered. These factors 

drove the board’s decision to put this project in front of taxpayers in April. This investment will enable the 

school district to enhance the learning outcomes and experiences for all students, and deliver on our 

promise to be an exceptional district in the area.” 

“If approved by District voters, this facility will serve our students in ways that extend well beyond the 

performing arts, providing space for assemblies, guest speakers and large group instruction, and it will 

free up existing space for athletics and other events” said Board member Mike Huffman.  “It will also serve 

as a laboratory for students to learn the 21st century technical skills involved in audio and visual 

production.  We also believe the PAC will be an important community asset, providing space for residents 

of all ages to gather, learn and be entertained.” 

During the following weeks, the District will provide opportunities for residents to learn more about the 

facilities and operating referendum questions on the April 7 ballot.   

For more information about the two referendum questions and the community task force 

recommendations, please visit the School District of Cambridge’s website:  

https://www.cambridge.k12.wi.us/performing-arts-center--23. 
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