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I. Demonstration Speech
a. Time Limits: 4 – 10 minutes.

b. Presentation consists of a memorized original speech whose purpose

is to demonstrate a skill or process.  It should show a finished

product, as well as the stages of development.

c. The presentation must include a short, original introduction. Personal

info optional

d. Visual aids must be used; handheld props may be used.  Dangerous

props or live animals are not permitted.

e. No member of the audience may be used in the demonstration, but one

planned assistant may be used.

f. No materials may be passed around to the audience.

II. Four Minute Speech
a. Time Limit: 3 ½ - 4 ½ minutes.

b. Presentation consists of a memorized original speech whose purpose

may be to inform, persuade, or entertain.  Special Occasion speeches

may also be used.

c. The presentation must also include a short, original introduction.

Personal info optional

d. Both sides of one 3x5 note card may be used for reference.

e. Props and/or visual aids are not permitted.

III. Interpretation of Music
a. Time Limit: 4 – 10 minutes.

b. Presentation of a scene from a musical performance. Consists of an

oral presentation given with/or without musical accompaniment.

Either or both may be original.

c. Students may sing all or a portion of the piece. Judging should focus

more on theatrical presentation of the performance rather than

technical singing ability.

d. Memorization required; manuscript not allowed

e. Presentation must include a short, original introduction including title,

author, and composer (if applicable).  Personal info optional

f. Unlimited movement is permitted, but not required.

g. Limited use of props; costumes are encouraged but not required
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IV. Interpretive Reading of Poetry
a. Time Limit: 4 – 10 minutes

b. Presentation consists of an expressive reading of poetry by a single

performer.  The piece may include: one long poem, a cutting from a

longer poem, or a series of short poems on a common theme,

connected by transitions.

c. A manuscript is used; memorization is not allowed.

d. The presentation must include a short, original introduction.  Personal

info optional

e. Movement is limited to gestures and facial expressions.

f. Visual aids, costumes, or props are not permitted.

V. Interpretive Reading of Prose
a. Time Limit: 4-10 minutes

b. Presentation consists of an expressive reading from a selection of

literature such as a short story, a cutting from a novel, or a nonfiction

selection by a single participant.

c.  A manuscript is used; memorization is not allowed.

d.  The presentation must include a short, original introduction.  Personal

info optional

e.  Movement is limited to gestures and facial expressions.

f.  Visual aids, costumes, or props are not permitted.

VI. Solo Acting
a. Time Limits: 4 – 10 minutes.

b. Presentation consists of memorized oral monologue or creative

dramatic performance. It may be original, but need not be.

c.  The presentation must include a short, original introduction.  Personal

info optional

d. Unlimited movement is permitted.

e.  No costumes or props (except tables and chairs) are permitted.

VII. Prepared Storytelling
a.  Time Limit: 4 – 10 minutes.

b.  Presentation consists of a prepared telling of a story (Example:

Rapunzel, Goldilocks, Little Red Riding Hood)by a single participant in

their own words; Original works allowed;A manuscript is NOT used

c.  The presentation must include a short, original introduction which

indicates the intended audience for the story.  Personal info optional

d.  Unlimited movement permitted; Costumes/props not permitted; Use of

a chair permitted.
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VIII. Group Interpretive Reading of Poetry and Prose
a.  Time Limits: 4-10 minutes.

b.  Presentation consists of an expressive reading of prose or poetry by

two or more readers.  No memorization is allowed.

c.  Presentation must include a short, memorized introduction.  Persona

info optional

d.  Readers may either stand or sit.  Limited movement is allowed (to

change position or take a few steps).

e.  Choral reading is permitted and encouraged when appropriate to

convey ideas and emotions.

f.  Gestures and facial expressions are encouraged. Eye contact with

audience only.

g.  Costumes and props are not permitted.

IX. Prepared Television Broadcasting
a.  Time Limit: 4 – 5 minutes.

b.  Presentation consists of one or more participants who deliver a

prepared broadcast of an interview, situation comedy, documentary...

c.  A prepared original commercial must be included.

d.  A TV camera will focus on participants and remain stationary.  The

program will be videotaped or broadcast live and viewed by a judge.

e. Costumes and props are permitted.

X. Extemporaneous Radio News Broadcasting
a.  Time Limits: 4 – 5 minutes.

b.  Presentation consists of an extemporaneous delivery of a radio news

broadcast by one or two announcers. Participants will have 1 Round

(45 minutes) to select and assemble materials for their news

broadcast.

c.  Teletype sheets or newspapers will be provided for each participant.

d.  Broadcast must include:  an announcement of station call letters,

international, national, state, or local news, weather and sports.

e.  Participants will be handed a typed emergency news bulletin (about 15

seconds long) during the news portion of the broadcast.

f.  Broadcast must include an original commercial, which may be prepared

in advance for live performance.

g.  Presentations should be broadcast via intercom system, or recorded

for the judge’s critique.
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XI. Readers’ Theatre
a.  Time Limits: 4 – 10 minutes.

b.  Presentation consists of the expressive reading of a scene from a

script by several readers; memorization is not allowed. Choral

reading is permitted, and participants may read more than one part.

c.  Readers may either stand or be seated on stools. Movement optional

when appropriate to piece

d.  The presentation must include a short, original introduction.Personal

info optional; title, author, context and/or establish interest

e.  Gestures and facial expressions are encouraged. Eye contact

permitted between participants and audience.

f.  Costumes and props are not permitted.

XII. Skits
a.   Time Limits: 4 – 10 minutes.

b.  Presentation consists of a memorized skit, acted out by two or more

people.

c.   Presentation must include a short, original introduction. Personal

information optional; title, author, establish context and/or interest

d. Props must be kept to a minimum (1 - 2); only those necessary to

meaning should be included.

e.  Unlimited movement; Costumes are not permitted.

XIII. Infomercial
a. Time Limit: 2 ½ - 5 minutes

b. Presentation consists of a single person or team of two emulating a

television infomercial selling a real or imagined product or service.

May be memorized, but not necessary.

c. Presentation must include a short, memorized introduction.  Personal

info optional

d. Movement is limited to what is appropriate to the piece.

e. Props and costumes are allowed but kept to a minimum.

XIV. Technology Speech

a.  Time Limit: 4 - 10 minutes

b.  Presentation consists of an original speech whose purpose is to inform,

persuade, or amuse. Use of technology is required and must enhance

rather than detract from the overall message. Embedded video

may be used but is limited to 1 minute maximum.

c.  The presentation must include a short, memorized introduction.

Personal info optional

d.  An outline or PowerPoint may or may not be used, however the

presentation should be a speech and NOT a video presentation.

e.  Minimal props allowed.


