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Old Fort Local Schools
Leadership Corp installed the Blessings
Box early this fall.
So far, Mrs. AdelsperOne middle school student's vision to help
ger and her Leadersome of her peers with basic hygiene needs ship students have
has now blossomed into a larger project with been maintaining and
many helping hands.
stocking the box
through generous donations from Church and
Last year, as part of a passion project for
Dwight, community members, staff members,
Mrs. Beisner’s class, Olivia Jones wanted to
and from donors who contributed toward the
find a way to help students in need in our
high school community. Olivia and Mrs. Beis- project through Donorschoose.org.
ner brainstormed ideas and decided to install Our Blessings Box empowers teens in need so
a 'Blessings Box' at our school in order to
that they may seek resources to help themprovide basic supplies for students in an
selves and their families in a safe, dignified
anonymous way.
way.

Many Helping Hands Support Blessings
Box

Board of Education
Larry Bowman, President
Val Steyer, Vice President
Nicholas Baker, Member
Jay Pence, Member
Kristin Woodall, Member
Thomas Siloy, Treasurer
Administrators
Tom Peiffer, Superintendent
Erica Cobb, High School Principal
Kristina Smith, Assistant Principal
Laura Bryant, Elementary Principal

INSIDE THIS
ISSUE:
Highlights

1

High School Principal

2-3

Elementary Principal

4

Music

5-6

Art

7-8

News

9

Fall / Winter Athletic
Schedule

10

January Calendar

11
12

February Calendar

2019-2020

Olivia researched
designs, created her
own plans, and, with
Donovan Ickes’s help,
she built the box in
Mrs. Stawowy’s woodshop. Later, she and some of her classmates
determined a strategic and safe place to put
the box so that it would be easily accessible,
yet private.
Mrs. Adelsperger and the high school’s Teen

We continue to see a need for deodorant,
shampoo, soap, and laundry soap. In addition to basic hygiene supplies, with winter
upon us, we are also looking for some warm
weather gear, like hats, gloves, and socks.
If you would like to donate items to our
Blessings Box, please contact Mrs. Beisner at
abeisner@oldfortschools.org. You may also
drop off items to Mrs. Beisner in the main
office.
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From the Desk of Erica Cobb, High School Principal
Greetings from your Principal,
Happy Holidays! We are at the half way mark of the 2019-2020 school
year. We had a few changes this school year that are proving to be
beneficial for our students. We changed our bell schedule to add an Academic Assist period. The Academic Assist period allows our students to
meet with teachers either individually or in small groups, have club meetings, have grade-level meetings, and experience enrichment, intervention, and/or daily living skills. Our junior high students
made delicious cookies and prepared a salad during their Academic Assist period.

“Our students
wrote the
names of

Old Fort Teen Leadership Corp. celebrated the holiday season by delivering "Stockings for Soldiers"
family members
that was part of Ashtyn Sebetto and Savannah McCoy's community service project. They were able to
deliver 37 stockings, thanks to the generous donations by the Old Fort staff, students, and community.
or friends who
have or are
currently
serving in a
branch of the
military and
invited them to
eat lunch at
the high
school.”
Our TLC also helped with a Veterans Day Luncheon on November 12th. Our students wrote the
names of family members or friends who have or are currently serving in a branch of the military,
and then invited them to eat lunch at the high school. It was a great success!
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Congratulations to Garrett Havens, as he was a state qualifier in
cross country. You represented Old Fort well! Garrett finished
64th overall!
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We had a great turn-out for parent/teacher conferences.
Thank you for continuing to be a partner with our
school in your child's growth, both academically and
with respect to responsibility.
With the end of the first semester and the stress of
school, work, and extracurricular activities, a few reminders for our students and guardians:

The junior and high school students listened to encouraging and
inspiring stories, while also being entertained by the group, Attaboy,
on November 21st. The band talked about life decisions, choosing
your own path, and knowing your influence on others. It was a
great time, as two of our students had a dance-off, as well as four
of our staff members. Who won?...that's up for debate!



Sleep is IMPORTANT! It helps you make solid
decisions and will keep you cool under pressure. Keep the electronics out of the bedroom
and set a time to put the phone away.



Time management is a must. Plan assignments
and be prepared to work outside the school
walls.



Failure is needed to learn to stand up again.
Failure is part of the process and understand
that a setback is not the final destination. It
is rather a stepping stone to get to where you
want to be.

Erica Cobb
Congratulations to the Old Fort Lion’s
Club on their 75th Anniversary.
We offer our sincerest appreciation
to the Old Fort Lions for their many
years of dedication to our school
district and our community.
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From the Desk of Laura Bryant, Elementary Principal
sium. Our 6th grade band
and 4th/5th/6th grade recorder band will be playing a
couple of songs as well. Parents are welcome to attend
and enjoy the Sing-a-Long
with us.
December is a busy time of
year at the elementary. We
are enjoying all there is to
love about the holiday season.
We’re looking forward to lots
of Christmas fun this month,
starting with a week of
Christmas-themed attire. On
Monday, the 16th, we will be
wearing our Grinchiest Christmas green. On Tuesday, the
17th, we will be "Rockin’
Around the Christmas Tree"wear your rockin’ Christmas
socks. Wednesday, the 18th,
is our cozy pajama day. On
Thursday, the 19th, we’ll be
dressing for the cold in flannel shirts and jeans. And on
Friday, the 20th, we’ll be
decked out in our ugly Christmas sweaters and tackiest of
holiday accessories.
Our annual Christmas Sing-aLong will take place at 9:30
on the 20th in the gymna-

Our 1st, 2nd, and 3rd grade
Christmas Program will take
place on Thursday, December
19th at 6:30 p.m. at the
High School Auditorium.
Doors will open at 6:00 p.m.
The Old Fort Lion’s Club will
have refreshments and visits
with Santa in the Commons
after the performance.

“ This award

Pictured left to right, Mrs.
Shaw (school counselor), Jaden recognizes
Steinhour, and Judge Meyer.

students and

As always, please do not hesitate to contact me if I can
ever be of assistance in any
way. It is a privilege to
serve our Old Fort school
community, and I love being
a Stockader!

A huge Congratulations goes
out to sixth grader, Jaden
With Children at Heart,
Steinhour, for receiving the
Youth Asset Builder Award at
the Celebrate Youth Luncheon Mrs. Laura F. Bryant
last month. This award recognizes students and educators who display the 40 Assets needed for personal excellence and who positively
contribute to their community.
We’re very proud to recognize
Jaden, as he is a wonderful
asset to our building and a
great role model for younger
students at Old Fort.

educators who
display the 40
Assets needed
for personal
excellence and
who positively
contribute to
their
community.”
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Old Fort Choir Students Bring Holiday Caroling and Cheer to
Residents at Eden Nursing Home

After caroling we frosted cookies with the residents. Our
kids were amazing; they were polite and kind and engaged
in conversation with everyone they encountered. The staff
was so appreciative and shared how a few of the residents,
who are nonverbal, started tapping their toes and “singing”
along with us. Much like yesterday demonstrated and now
today... what a blessing to be a Stockader!
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Art

Lion's Club Peace Poster Winners- Lexi Bowman- 1st
Place, Sophia Gillespie- 2nd Place, Jenna Howard- 3rd
Place, Leah Cordell and Bree Hasselbach- 4th Place

Elementary Projects: Fourth Grade Villages

Contributed by: Kelvin Black
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Art Spotlights
November Artist: Harley Broski

My name is MarcQue Harris, and I’m in
Advanced Art IV. My favorite projects are
silk painting, Batik, printing, glass, mosaic,
zentangle, sculpture, and the basics, like
sketching. I have many favorites and I
couldn't just choose one of them. My favorite hobbies are sketching and watching
Netflix. Another interest is watching sports
with my dad. I’m planning on going to
Ohio Northern, majoring in Social Work. I
play softball and volleyball, and I plan on
playing softball in college.

Some of my favorite art projects we have
done throughout the years have been the
silk screen, the charcoal drawing, acrylic
painting, glass painting, assemblage, etc. I
enjoy all of the art projects that we do for
the most part. I spend a lot of my free time
drawing, painting, and doing other crafty
things. The only school activity that I am a
part of is Art Club. Art is something that I
greatly enjoy doing; it makes me very
happy. It’s a way for me to be creative and
let my feelings out. So far, my plans for the
future consist of me going to college and
moving out of my parents’ house. I plan to
go to college for psychology; psychology is
something I am deeply interested in. I want
to help people and make a difference in
their lives. I’m not sure what I want to do
specifically in psychology, but I will figure it
out as I go.

December Artist: MarcQue Harris
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News
Save The Date!
Old Fort Reverse Raffle - April 4, 2020

Old Fort’s TLC
(Teen Leadership Corps.) is in full
swing this school year. This is the
second year for this course to run.
It focuses on leadership skills, community service, and outreach. Students are expected to organize a
community service project at some
point in the school year, as well as
help out with many classroom tasks.
Every Monday, the TLC class goes to
the elementary to mentor students.
They have continued last year’s student-created Big Brother/Big Sister
Program with the junior high students. This takes place twice a
month. It’s a time for advice, chats,
games, and conversations. It is good
for both the mentors and the mentees.

Old Fort English 12 students attended
the Charles Dickens classic A Christmas
Carol on December 5 at Cleveland
Playhouse Square.

Some class projects that are approaching:
Jan 17th: Military Night (all vets/
active members admitted free at BBB
vs. New Riegel)
Feb. 21st: 2nd Annual Teddy Bear
Toss game (halftime of BBB varsity
game vs. Lakota)
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January 2020
Sun

5

Mon

6
No SchoolStaff
Development
Spirit Night Buffalo Wild
Wings 6-9

12

13
TLC–
Elementary

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

7
School
Resumes for
Students

8

9

10

11

14
Elementary
PTO 6:30

15
CCP Meeting
6:00

16
Sophomores–
Sentinel
12:15-1:45

17

18
OMEA HS
Solo &
Ensemble

22

23

24
Homecoming
Game

25

Board
Meeting 6:00

19

20
21
No School–
Spirit Week–
MLK Holiday Homecoming

OMEA JH Honors
Festival
Rehearsal/
Performance
12:00

OMEA JH
Honors
Festival
Rehearsal

26

27
TLC–
Elementary

28

Homecoming
Dance

29

30

31
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February 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
TLC–
Elementary

4

5

6
7
ASVAB Test- Midterms
ing

8

9

10
TLC–
Elementary

11

12

13
Field Trip;
CCP Life in
the Seas to
BGSU
(Naugle)
8:00-1:00

14

15

Board
Meeting 6:00

16

17
No School–
Presidents
Day Holiday

18
OMEA D2
HS Honors
Festival Rehearsal
7:00-9:00

19

20

21

22
OMEA D2
Honors
Rehearsal/
Performance

23

24
TLC–
Elementary

25

26
ACT Practice
Test

27

28

29

ASVAB
Career Seminar
Sessions-Juniors
8:00-10:10
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