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MINUTES 
KELSO SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
11/18/19 
 
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of Kelso School District No. 458 was called to 

order at 6:00 p.m. in the library at Wallace Elementary School. 
 

 

Board Members: Leah Moore – President 

 Karen Grafton – Vice President 

 Howard Sharples 

 Mike Haas 

 Darr Kirk 
 

Cabinet Members: Scott Westlund – Chief Financial Officer 

 Tim Peterson – Director of Human Resources 

 Don Iverson – Director of Student Services 

 Holly Budge – Director of Special Programs 

 Kim Yore – Director of Teaching & Learning 

 Lacey DeWeert – Associate Director of Teaching & Learning 
 

Superintendent: Mary Beth Tack 
 

Asst. Secretary: Molly Guler 

 

OTHERS PRESENT –  Lauren Hendrickson & Ian Hendrickson & Hillary Jensen (Lower 

Community School Gardens), Graig Colllins (Collins Arch Group) Drew Phillips (Forma 

Construction) Phil Iverson (CSG) Marissa Heffernan (TDN), Dina Iglisios, Jessica Wilks, 

Chandra Hite, Andy Richards, Becky Richards, Katie Gerley, Heather Holmack, Sue Stange, 

Laura Countouriotis, Marjorie Humbyrd, Robin Mostiller (Community Members) Jan Routh 

(KSD Employee) 

 

ABSENT - Lacey DeWeert (excused) Darr Kirk (excused) 

 

COMMENTS & QUESTIONS –  

 

COMMUNICATIONS, CORRESPONDENCE & INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Recognition of Wallace Students graduating from the “Check In/Check Out” system.  
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(Rockie Younger, Jax Gurley, Parker Howard, Bentley Magathan, Rose Putnam, Bella 

Dupaix, Katelynn Herrera, Juan Negrete, Adrian Serrano, Boston Whitmire, Anthony Moffit, 

Kaylee Seal, Adam Ali, Bryana Renteria, Piper Harris & Mitchell Barney) 

 

Recognition of Director Howard Sharples & Director Darr Kirk on their service to the Kelso 

School Board. 

Superintendent Tack thanked them for their dedication to both the students and the staff of 

Kelso School district. Director Kirk came on board to replace Roy Parsons after his sudden 

passing in December 2018. Director Sharples has been with us for 3 years replacing Bob 

Simmons. They will be missed and we wish them the best in their new adventures.  

 

APPROVAL OF REVISED AGENDA - Motion Passed 

 

Motion to Approve BY: Director Sharples 

Seconded By: Director Grafton 

 

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA - Motion Passed 

 

Minutes of Nov 4, Regular Board Meeting and Work Session 

Certificated Employment Recommendations 

Classified Employment Recommendations 

Contracts and Agreements 

Warrants 

General Fund  Warrant Date  Amount Warrant Number  

AP-Benefits 11/6/2019 $3,212.72 256050-256056 

Capital Projects Fund    

AP 11/7/2019 $342,286.89 3170 

 

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Sharples 

Seconded by: Director Haas 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

Naming of the Board Room 
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On October 7, 2019 Superintendent Tack’s proposed to name the KSD Board Room after 

Roy Parsons who served over 37 years on the Kelso School Board. Roy was one of the 

longest running Board Members at the state level. 

The board has taken over the 30 day period to consider the “whenever possible” clause in 

Policy and Procedure 6970, as current board members were able to serve alongside Roy 

Parsons. The significance is monumental in naming the Board Room for Roy as he was 

such a big part of this board and legacy. This can also honor his family for their sacrifice. 

 

Director Sharples made a motion to pass the naming of the board room after Roy Parsons 

stating that he had served well over 11, 000 hours in his lifetime, not only in board 

meetings, but in preparation, special events, graduation and committees.  

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Sharples 

Seconded by: Director Grafton 

 

Policy 3231 Student Records 

 

The addition of verbiage regarding access to homeless student’s records was made. They 

must be readily available to the enrolling students regardless of outstanding fines or fees. 

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Haas 

Seconded by: Director Sharples 

 

 

Policy 3416 Medication at School 

 

The changes made are just cleaning up the language, there is nothing changing with our 

current practices. 

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Grafton 

Seconded by: Director Sharples 

 

Policy 6112 Rental or Lease of District 

 

At this time KSD has no leases or rental properties. The changes in this policy has changed 

so that if we did have them, we could put the money into general funds for maintenance of 

buildings and grounds. 

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Haas 

Seconded by: Director Grafton 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

LOWER COLUMBIA SCHOOL GARDEN PRESENTATION -Ian Thompson & Lauren 

Hendrickson 

 

The mission of LCSG is to empower our community by connecting kids and families with 

real food and hands on learning. Through dynamic garden and cooking programs, we 

cultivate health, equity, life-long learning, and stewardship of the world around us.  

 

Aside from Wallace and the future Lexington (planning is in the works), every elementary 

and middle school in Kelso now has a garden. 

 

They offer science/literacy lessons for 1-3 grade students in Kelso each February/March. 

 

204 Kelso students in 12 classes received garden-based lessons during their school day in 

2019. 

 

2025 Kelso elementary students participate in the October Harvest Festivals every other 

year.  

 

K-5 students at Rose Valley and Carrolls receive 30 minute garden based lessons once per 

week.  

 

Over 150 Kelso kids participated in after school garden clubs in 2018. LCSG held 48 garden 

club sessions in 2018. 

 

Students cook every week in garden club. 

 

Other ways students interact with their gardens:  

1. Teacher brings class out to observe, taste, read, etc. 

2. Garden Recess 

3. LCSG partners with Youth and Family Link 

4. Summer weekly “open garden” and produce sale. 
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6 | Page 
11/18/19 

 

 
 

WALLACE ELEMENTARY PRESENTATION 
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 The mission of Wallace Elementary is to prepare every student for success in middle 

school and beyond, both socially and academically.  
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Mr. Cattin took the Board to the Wallace “Data Den”, where he explained their effort to keep 

the data close at hand, looking at it as well as their goals and strategies often. This process 

has kept everyone on the same path as they find ways to improve the data trends.  

 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2019/20-09 BUTLER ACRES & CARROLLS 

MODERNIZATION- Motion Passed 

 

The board saw schematic designs of both Carrolls and Butler Acres Elementary 

Schools and approved the designs proposed.  

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Haas 

Seconded by: Director Grafton 

 

APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2019/20-10 GUARANTEED MAXIMUM PRICE FOR 

LEXINGTON & WALLACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS WITH AMENDMENT #3 

(LEXINGTON)- Motion Passed 

 

Amendment # 3 for Lexington establishes  the new maximum allowable construction 

cost and GMP of $68,884,392 for both Wallace and Lexington projects. It also 

addresses the potential for small cost savings related to a few bids still under 

negotiations and value engineering considerations.  
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Final stage on Wallace & Lexington.  Anticipate on budget.  

Director Haas - Thank tax payers for making this possible. 

 

Motion to Approve by: Director Sharples 

Seconded by: Director Grafton 

 

APPROVAL OF SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLANS (SIP) - Motion Passed 
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Motion to Accept by: Director Sharples 

Seconded by: Director Haas 
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APPROVAL OF RESOLUTION 2019/20-08 NEW MEMBERS ELECT ATTENDING 

WASSDA- Motion Passed 

 

The board approved the resolution to pay for new members elect who will be 

attending WSSDA before they are sworn into office. This is in the best interest of the 

district as they will be attending workshops and orientation programs at the 

Conference, furthering their knowledge on board work. 

 

 

Motion to Accept by: Director Haas 

Seconded by: Director Sharples 

 

FIRST READING OF POLICY 2410 & 2410P GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS -

Superintendent Tack 

 

There are 3 areas of change within policy 2410 and 2410P: 

1. High School and Beyond Plan will be ongoing from 7th grade to 12th grade. 

2. Automatic credits will be granted to 8th graders when a high school level course is 

taken and passed. This will be placed on student’s transcript. It will not be 

reflected if a student fails the course.  

3. Students may choose to pursue one or more of 8 pathway options to demonstrate 

college and career readiness. 

a. Statewide High School Assessment 

b. Dual Credit Courses 

c. High School Transition Courses 

d. AP Courses and International Baccalaureate Programs 

e. SAT or ACT Scores 

f. Combination of Options 

g. Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) 

h. Career and Technical Education Courses 

 

 

FIRST READING OF POLICY 2418,2418F & 2418P WAIVER OF GRADUATION CREDITS 

- Superintendent Tack 

 

There have been minor language and verbiage changes. 

 

 

SUPERINTENDENT UPDATE 
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Superintendent Tack took another moment to note her appreciation for Director Sharples 

and Director Kirk and their service. The district is 99% self-signed up for SEBB (state 

benefits) with a big thank you to HR and Payroll for all their help in that process. She also 

took a moment to acknowledge how this is a very challenging time of year for teachers and 

students and gives words of encouragement to continue strong.  

 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 

Director Moore once again thanks Director Sharples for his time and service. She also took 

a moment to congratulate our athletics and extracurricular activities for fall achievements 

   

Adjourn to executive session RCW 42.30.110(1)(g) at 8:32pm 

 

Adjourn 8:52pm 

 

 


