
UPCOMING DATES:
Jan 10:  *3:00-11:00PM Music Fundraiser in the cafe' (to raise money for Funtown 
Festival of Choirs & Bands) 
 
Jan 13:  *11:08-11:48: Extended Advisee Time to discuss Internet Safety  
 
Jan 14:  *NWEA Math Testing Schedule (NO BELLS) 
8:18-10:29: Math Testing      ****Periods 1 and 2 after testing!  
Jan 15:  *NWEA Reading Testing Schedule (NO BELLS) 
8:18-10:29: Reading Testing   ****Periods 3 and 4 after testing!
 
Friday, Jan 17:  *Fun in the Sun Day! Wear fun, bright colors, summer clothing 
 
Jan 20:  *Holiday - NO SCHOOL  
 
Jan 27:  *Progress Reports emailed (Advisors will email to parents - reminder 
parents can check grades at any time by signing in to powerschool) 
 
Jan 31:  *8:05-10:00: Healthy Decisions Activities with Ending the Silence Assembly 
by NAMI   W/shortened schedule of all four periods following
 
Feb 3:  *6:00PM: PTO Mtg in the office conference room
 
Feb 5:  *11:40 student dismissal / Staff workshop 
 
Feb 6:  *3-7PM Parent/Teacher Conferences for 7th & 8th grades - schedule your 
appt on our website  *Eligibility Grade Check for co-curricular activities  
 
Feb 10:  *Warning Notices mailed by Teams  
 
Feb 11:  *3-7PM Parent/Teacher Conferences for 7th & 8th grades - schedule your 
appt on our website 
 
Feb 17-21:  *Feb Vacation Week - NO SCHOO
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On Tuesday, of this week, Mrs. Pelletier 
took Katahdin Team 8th graders to the HS 
to meet with guidance counselors to learn a 
little about the MCHS graduation 
requirements, the scheduling process and 
to discuss “things that make us nervous 
and excited for next year”. We played a fun 
game of HS BINGO which provided lots of 
information about opportunities the HS 
has to offer! At the end of the meeting 
students were given a “Freshman Survival 
Guide” which includes course descriptions, 

ideas for getting involved in HS, and “What to do When,”( a 
problem solving guide for the 1st few weeks of HS).  We will 
have several more transition activities in the coming months.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR KATAHDIN TEAM GEOBEE FINALISTS! 
These students will represent the Katahdin Team in the School’s 
GeoBee later this month!
1st place: Charles Feagin 
2nd place: Zakary Pinkham 
Alternate: Jacob McLaughlin 
It was a great Team wide competition~ EVERYONE did 
an amazing job!  
GOOD LUCK to our team representatives! 
  A message from Mr. Aspinall: In Mr. A's "Oceanography/
Ocean Chemistry" class, students have been getting familiar with 
the location and geography of the 5 world oceans and the 7 world 
continents.  Prior to vacation, students had been working on a small 

 



project where they were assigned a particular body of water 
(Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, etc...) and they had 
to create an educational slideshow to share with the class.  The slide 
show had to include maps, lists of important ports and harbors, 
marine wildlife, environmental issues, and specific natural resources 
found in their ocean or sea.  We're all looking forward to sharing 
these this coming week!

In Mr. A's "Animal Anatomy & Behavior" class, students have 
been focusing on three specific animal adaptations, and sharing 
their research with the class.  Students seemed to enjoy, and they 
learned a lot about many different animals when studying their 
physical, predator/prey, and behavioral adaptations, especially in 
Earth's ever changing ecosystems.  In the coming weeks we will 
be discussing and learning about how environmental (weather 
and climate concerns) and genetic factors influence animal 
migrations.     
 
A message from Ms. Jewett:  
In Ms. Jewett's Human Behavior class, students have been 
continuing to read (the expectation is 100 minutes/week) and log 
their reading, currently free-choice reading/book.  We will have 
conferences in the upcoming couple of weeks to see how student's 
free-choice books have been.  We made a "New Years Resolution" 
before break that we would no longer be using laptops to read 
books in the classroom, but students would be responsible for 
coming to class with a physical book to read on black days.  On 
gold days we focus on writing, and usually begin class with a 
journal writing prompt for students to focus on during writing 
time at the beginning of class.  At the beginning of the trimester, 

 



we introduced "Mindful Moments", where we begin the class with a 
full minute of mindfulness~ being in the moment, spending 60 
seconds just attempting to focus on the breath.  This can be much 
harder than it sounds!  The majority of students have voiced liking 
this new practice very much, and a sprinkling of students continue 
to find difficulty in the mindfulness practice.  Yet almost all 
students willingly participate! 

As we continue in the trimester, students will be utilizing Digital 
Maine Library to research the human behavior they chose to focus 
on this trimester.  This week we will introduce strategies to 
reading and writing "expository texts", have a mini-lesson in 
grammar, and a vocabulary quiz on Friday.  Moving forward, we will 
be working on short research papers, writing on the same human 
behavior topic that each student chose at the beginning of the 
trimester. 

A message from Mrs. Pelletier: 
In 8th grade math we students are furthering 
our understanding of functions and linear 
equations by performing experiments and 
identifying a “line of best fit” to create a 
bungee jump for Barbie which is thrilling and 
safe.  Students enjoy this project and put 
their understanding of slope and linear 
equations to the test.   

In our 7th grade math class students are starting a new unit of 
Geometry! To introduce the unit we did  a real life challenge 

 



(predicting how much foil it would take to 
perform a prank and cover the room in foil) 
In this unit we will solve problems involving 
scale drawing and real objects to find are, 
volume, surface area of the objects. 

Students will learn to draw geometric shapes with a protractor, 
construct triangles with specific side lengths and angle 

measurements and learn the formulas for the 
relationships in a circle.  
In the 6th grade math class we are starting a 
new unit on algebraic expressions.  We started 
the unit predicting “What does 2000 calories look 
like and how to use equivalence to find caloric 

rate. In this unit students will be learning algebraic 
terminology(using variables to represent unknowns), 

examine the concept of equivalency, and learn to write simple 
algebraic expressions which represent real world situations.  

Homework Help Sessions (Most Wednesdays & Thursdays)  
Homework Help Sessions generally happen each Wed & Thur Space is limited - sign up by 1:15 

each Wed & Thur in the Learning Commons with Mrs. Florek 
 
Homework help sessions provide a time & place for students to receive "teacher 
requested" homework help from the homework help staff member.  
1. Teacher must request the session  
2. Parent permission is required  
3. Student must sign up by 1:15-space is limited  
4. Parent must arrange for pick up promptly at 4:30 (or before)  
***Limited to 10 students per session - first come - first served basis  
Parents can reach their child during the session by calling the Learning Commons at 
685-3128 ext. 1164 

Vicky's Boutique  
We are in need of gently used clothing, such as:  
Sweatshirts, Long sleeved T-shirts, Short sleeved T-shirts, Gym shorts, Sneakers, Gloves, 

 



Winter coats.  
donations can be dropped off outside the office and labeled to Vicky's Boutique  
Thank you for supporting this worthy cause! 

Food Pantry  
The Maranacook Area Food Bank is open to all members of our school communities 
throughout the school year. In order to access the food bank, please call the middle school 
Wellness Center at 685-3128 x1136, to set up a time that you can come in. The food bank 
is open to all, no questions asked, and there are no requirements or restrictions to gain 
access. We want to support anyone in our communities who might need a little extra help 
and support.

American Heritage Tour 2020  
for current 8th graders  
for more information, see Kelly Brooks @ the middle school or email Kurt Mathies, 
Director of Trips AYCC at kmathies@clubaycc.org  
American Heritage Tour 2020 Meeting Dates 6:00PM in the Learning Commons:  
Thurs, 1/9  
Thurs, 2/6
Thurs, 3/12  
Thurs, 4/9  

****Note: *If your child is struggling to know “what HW they 
have or frequently say NO Homework”, please encourage them to 
show you their Google Classroom and look at work discussed 
there as a starting point! :)

 


