
 BULLETIN 
 REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

 DU QUOIN COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #300 
 CENTRAL OFFICE - 845 EAST JACKSON ST. 

 DU QUOIN, ILLINOIS 62832 
 MEETING HELD IN MEDIA CENTER AT K-8 BUILDING 

 THURSDAY,  MAY  18,  2023 
 6:00 P.M. 

 Amy Rose - President 
 Steven Still - Vice President 
 Tracy Taylor - Secretary 
 Tracy Fenton - Member 
 Rich Gossett - Member 
 Trent Waller - Member 
 Josh Williams – Member 

 Administrators Present: Matthew Hickam - Superintendent, Diana Rea - District Curriculum Director, Justin 
 Engelmann - Elementary School Principal, Tim McChristian - High School Principal, Denise Woodsides - 
 Assistant Principal High School, Cory Robbins - District Business Manager 

 Others Present: Denise Hirsch - Recording Secretary, Zach Jones - DEA Co-President, Mandy Davis - DEA 
 Vice President, Dr. Steve Mayerhofer, Eric Kirkpatrick, Matt Benson - Board Attorney, Pete Spitler - Du Quoin 
 Weekly, faculty members and community members. 

 Before the meeting was called to order, Jeff Baker, representative from the Du Quoin Ministerial 
 Alliance delivered a prayer. 

 Item  Info  Action 

 I.  Call to Order 
 The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm by President Amy Rose. 

 II.  Roll Call 
 Present: Rose, Still (via phone), Taylor, Fenton, Gossett, and Williams. Absent: Waller 

 III.  Reports 
 A  .  Building principals - Mr. Justin Engelmann, Mr. Matt Hickam, and Mrs. Denise 

 Woodsides shared with the Board Reasons We Are Proud. 
 B  .  Curriculum Director - Mrs. Diana Rea shared with the board matters relating to 

 curriculum/instruction. 
 C  .  Operations & Maintenance - Mr. Robbins shared information on operational 

 items. Michael Spence, local transportation director for First Student, introduced 
 himself to the new board members and discussed the number of trips that were 
 taken this year. He stated that he is currently fully staffed and should be fully 
 staffed for next year. 

 D  .  Superintendent - Board meeting dates have been moved to the 3rd Tuesday of 
 every month. November 17th-19th will be the joint association conference 
 hosted by the Illinois Association of School Boards. Mr. Hickam asked that any 
 board members that would like to participate to let him know. The Illinois 
 Association of School Administrators is looking to recruit board members and 
 superintendents for a service project. Dr. Mayerhofer asked that information be 
 shared with the Board for any possible interest. Graduation is Friday night and 
 8th grade promotion will be Wednesday May 24th. Mr. HIckam thanked the 
 board and administration for being so gracious to allow him to work with them as 
 this could be his final board meeting. Mr. Hickam recognized Mrs. Diana Rea on 
 her continued education as she just finished he  r master in curriculum and 
 instruction with an emphasis on gifted education. He then recognized Mr. Justin 
 Engelmann on his continued education as he pursues his superintendent's 
 endorsement. Mr. Hickam acknowledged the work done by Mrs. Rea and Mr. 
 Robbins on seeking and securing grant funding which has been a strength of the 



 District over the years. Mr. Hickam acknowledged Mr. Tim McChristian for his 
 efforts as he moves on to take the principal position at Granite City. Last he 
 acknowledged Mr. Aaron Hill on all his successes here at Du Quoin as he moves 
 on to the high school principal position in West Frankfort. Finally Mr. Hickam 
 gave all in attendance some words of advice. In summary, the message was to 
 give grace and give everyone a chance; stand back and take a deep breath; 
 work on relationships, listen and have patience. 

 IV.  Consent Agenda: 
 The Board approved: 

 A  .  The minutes of the April 20, 2023 regular Board of Education meeting 
 B  .  The resolution confirming membership in The Interlocal Purchasing System 

 V.  Public Hearing: 
 A  .  DEA Representative - Zach Jones noted he has received letters from the DEA 

 representatives looking to build communication. The union would like to rebuild 
 the Mutual Concerns Committee so that we can move on and grow. The Board 
 indicated they welcome the idea of sitting down with this committee to work out 
 concerns and better the communication between the board and DEA. 

 B  .  Public - Jean Ann Mathis, teacher - At this time a lot of people are unhappy. A 
 number of teachers are not willing to speak as they are afraid that the board will 
 come after them. Concerns were expressed about communication and trust. 
 Debbie Ritter, teacher and coach - Expressed that she loves working here and it 
 has always been her dream to work in District 300 but a lack of support from the 
 board has caused a number of employees to leave the district. We would like a 
 change in the communication between board and staff. 

 VI.  Executive Session: 
 The board entered into close session at 7:00 pm to discuss minutes of meetings 
 lawfully closed, whether for purposes of approval or semi-annual review, and to 
 discuss the appointment, employment, compensation, and performance of specific 
 employees in accordance with 5 ILCS 120/2 (c) (1). The Board returned to open 
 session at 8:45 pm. 

 VII.  Action of the Executive Session: 
 A.  The Board approved executive session minutes for April 20, 2023. 
 B.  Consideration of maternity leave request 

 a.  The Board accepted the maternity leave request for Jessica Hamburger. 
 C.  Consideration of retirement notices 

 a.  The board accepted the retirement request for Cheryl Poe. 
 D.  Consideration of resignations 

 a.  The board accepted the resignation of David Gaytan as an assistant 
 football coach. 

 b.  The board accepted the resignation of Mike Riggio as an assistant 
 football coach . 

 c.  The board accepted the resignation of Esther (Roy) Higgerson as special 
 education teacher. 

 d.  The board accepted the resignation of Eric Kirkpatrick as high school 
 cross country coach. 

 e.  The board accepted the resignation of Missy Montgomery as middle 
 school math teacher. 

 f.  The board accepted the resignation of Aaron Hill as middle school 
 principal. 

 g.  The board accepted the resignation of Airika Williams as special 
 education teacher. 

 E.  Consideration of the filling of vacancies: 
 a.  The Board employed Alex Quinn as elementary special education 

 teacher for 2023-2024. 
 b.  The board employed April Poole as middle school special education 

 teacher for 2023-2024. 
 c.  The board employed Josh Calloni as high school special education 

 teacher for 2023-2024. 
 d.  The board employed Ashley Cook as a school nurse for 2023-2024 

 pending the finishing of her RN certification. 



 e.  The board employed Olivia Fitch as a middle school math teacher for 
 2023-2024. 

 f.  The board employed Brittnie Kellerman as high school cross country 
 coach for 2023-2024. 

 g.  The board decided to move the hiring of the high school boys’ basketball 
 coach for 2023-2024 to a later meeting. 

 h.  The board employed Bri Chapman and Kaylee Storey as a competitive 
 dance coaches for 2023-2024. 

 i.  The board employed Isaac Miller as an assistant football coach. 
 j.  The board employed John White as an assistant football coach. 
 k.  The board employed the 2023 21  st  Century program grant summer 

 workers as presented. 
 F.  Consideration of the approval of volunteer coaches 

 a.  The board approved the volunteer coaches as presented. 

 VIII.  Financial Items: 
 A  .  The Board unanimously approved the payment of bills for April 2023 with the 

 exception of First Mid bond payment. 
 B  .  The Board approved the payment of the First Mid bill for April 2023. (Mr. Gossett 

 abstained.) 
 C  .  The Board approved the April 2023 financial report. 

 IX.  New or Unfinished Business 
 A.  Consideration of additional high school parent/student handbook changes for the 

 2023-2024 school year - The Board approved of the additional parent/student 
 handbook changes for the 2023-2024 school year as presented. 

 B.  Presentation of preliminary FY23 amended budget. 
 C.  Consideration of the appointment of board representatives to the Du Quoin 

 CUSD 300 Educational Foundation Board of Directors - The board appointed 
 Rich Gossett and Tracy Fenton to the Du Quoin CUSD 300 Educational 
 FOundation Board of Directors. 

 D.  Consideration of the authorization to proceed with the parking lot improvement 
 project for the K-8 building and Ward School - The Board authorized the 
 administration to proceed with the parking lot improvement project for the K-8 
 building and Ward School. 

 E.  Consideration of the authorization to proceed with the carpet replacement 
 project at Ward School  - The Board authorized the administration to proceed 
 with the carpet replacement project at Ward school. 

 F.  Consideration of board policy updates as recommended by the Illinois 
 Association of School Boards – 1  st  reading: 
 -  2:110 Qualifications, Term, and Duties of Board Officers 
 -  4:60 Purchases and Contracts 
 -  5:30 Hiring Process and Criteria 
 -  5:90 Abused and Neglected Child Reporting 
 -  5:125 Personal Technology and Social Media; Usage and Conduct 
 -  5:150 Personnel Records 
 -  6:230 Library Media Program 

 G.  The board would like to add new business to a later meeting regarding board 
 policy on the hiring process. 

 X.  Adjournment 
 The meeting was called to an end at 9:27 pm by President Amy Rose 

 Bulletin completed by Mr. Justin Engelmann, DES Principal, as part of superintendent internship experience. 



 Reason� w� ar� prou�... 
	DES	

 ●  This month the elementary students will be celebrating Courage as our core value for our 
 Choose to be Nice promise. 
 ●  Mrs. Tilley’s class had a publishing party last week. Each student in her class wrote their 
 own book and Mrs. Tilley had each book published. Each student received a copy of their book 
 and pillow with their main character on it. 

 ●  I would like to congratulate all of the elementary staff members that joined together for 
 the autism awareness color run/walk. The elementary school had a group of 50 individuals 
 participate. 

 ●  Congratulations to Violet Oetting for winning the 3rd grade spelling bee. 
 ●  I want to thank the DES staff for going above and beyond all year long. From 
 purchasing/donating goods to opening their doors to help all in need, I can’t thank them enough 
 for their generosity and willingness to go the extra mile. 
 ●  Thank you to the PTO and State Farm agent Gooden for providing Farm Fancy Coffee to 
 the teachers for teacher appreciation week. 



 ●  Elementary Papoose Pride winners for the Month of March were 4th grade Dakota 
 Shelton, 3rd grade Max Elder, 2nd grade Willow Hale, 1st grade Drake Heape, and Kindergarten 
 Levi Miller. 

	DMS	
 ●  7th grader, Beckett File, earned a �irst superior rating at the Illinois Grade School Music 
 Associations State Competition.  Becket plays the baritone. 
 ●  Thank you to our local State Farm Insurance of�ice for providing coffee for our teachers. 
 Farm Fancy came in and set up a coffee bar for everyone. 
 ●  Mr. Isaac Miller was nominated and chosen as our Teacher of the 
 Month for April.  Mr. Miller is our Title Math Teacher and also our 
 volleyball coach. 

 ●  Our March students of the month are: 
 5th Grade - Mason Kern 
 6th Grade - Noah Koehn 
 7th Grade - Khloe DeMarie 
 8th Grade - Joshua Bautista-Powell 

	DHS	
 ●  The Student of the Month for April is senior Kaylen Fields-Sawyer 

 ●  On Tuesday, May 2 Mrs. Butler took students Lauren 
 Bauman, Derrick Davis, Brock Hamburger, Thomas Hanks, Malayna 
 Russell, and Ella West to the SISHA Banquet at SIUC.  This is an annual 
 banquet that recognizes the top students from all schools in Southern 
 Illinois. 
 L to R: Mrs. Butler, Ella West, Malayna Russerll, Thomas Hanks,      Brock Hamburger, Derrick Davis, 
 and Lauren Bauman 



 ●  Friday,  the Elk’s Boys Sports Banquet was held at the SI May 5, 2023
 Center where SUIC Men’s Basketball coach Bryan Mullins spoke and former 
 1969 Du Quoin grad Don Stanhouse was recognized.  At the banquet 
 Kameron Hugya received the Whitey Miller Award, Gage Green was 
 recognized as the Male Athlete of the Year, Thomas Hanks received the 
 William Theobald Award, and Malik Jones  received the the Darrell Anders 
 Award. 

 L to R: Kameron Hugya, Gage Green, Thomas Hanks, and Malik Jones 

 ●  Saturday,  , was the annual Foundations Awards and May 6, 2023
 Banquet Ceremony was held in Hibbs Auditorium and the Commons. 
 Twenty-six seniors were recognized and $87,500 were awarded in 
 scholarships through the Foundation. 
 ●  Sunday,  was the annual Girls Sports Banquet held in the Commons  and Hibbs May 7, 2023
 Auditorium.  Lauren Bauman received the Kris Stacey Scholarship Award, Sophie Hill was recognized as the 
 Female Athlete of the Year, Ella Davis received the Spirit of Kris Stacey Award, and Ella West received the 
 Kris Stacey Academic Award. 

 L to R: Lauren Bauman, Sophie Hill, and Ella Davis (not pictured Ella West) 














