
Appointing Servants for Jesus’ Church 
Acts 6;6; 13:3; 1 Timothy 5:22 

 
Around the third century the church began the practice of “ordaining” 
priests, in conflict with the Biblical truth that all believers are part of a 
holy priesthood (1 Peter 2:5).  The practice of “ordination” and has the 
potential of establishing false ideas about those appointed to specific 
roles in service.  Ordination needs to be understood biblically as an 
installation rite of appointment in the context of a local church. 
 
I.  The  EVIDENCE  for installation rites of appointment. 
 
   A.  Appointment of  MINISTRY ADMINISTRATORS, Acts 6:6. 
 
   B.  Appointment of ITINERANT EVANGELISTS, Acts 13:3. 
 
   C.  Appointment of LOCAL CHURCH ELDERS, Acts 14:23; 1 Timothy 
5:22; Titus 1:5.  
 
II.  The SIGNIFICANCE of installation rites of appointment. 
 
   A.  A recognition of  QUALIFICATION, Acts 6:6; 13:3; 1 Timothy 3:1-13; 
Titus 1:6-9. 
 
   B.  A recognition of  CALLING, Acts 13:2-3. 
 
   C.  An opportunity for PRAYER, Acts 6:6; 13:3. 
 
III.  The PRACTICE of installation rites of appointment. 
 
   A.  Such rites are  NOT  required. 
 
   B.  Such rites are done in the LOCAL CHURCH context. 
 
   C.  Such rites may  be appropriate for ANY PARTICULAR SERVICE. 
 
   D.  The purpose is for RECOGNITION and PRAYER . 
 
   E.  The base is established for  ACCOUNTABILITY , Acts 14:27. 



 
 

One of the most wonderful truths of our faith is the direct access every 
believer has to the Lord, and one of the greatest responsibilities is the 
call on every believer to ministry, to be in service for Christ.  Any 
practice of ordination must carefully avoid minimizing or contradicting 
these realities of life in Christ! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
What are some of the “appointed” tasks among 
members of your family?  How did those tasks get 
assigned, and who holds the members accountable 
for doing what they are responsible for?  How is this 

set-up in the family similar to, or different from the assignment of tasks 
in the church, the family of God? 
 
For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 
1.  What do you think of when you hear the word “clergy”?  Look the 
word up in the dictionary (ok, “google” it if you must).  From a Biblical 
perspective, who qualifies as “clergy”?  What do most people think of if 
someone is an “ordained minister”, and in what ways is the term helpful 
(appropriate) or unhelpful and possibly misleading? 
 
2.  Review Acts 6:1-6.  What tasks are delineated in this local church, 
and how did they come about?  On what basis were they assigned?  
What is the outcome mentioned (v. 7) when different people take 
responsibility for different areas of service needed?  What do you 
imagine might have happened if the apostles had tried to “do it all”?  
What if they had neglected the complaints? 
 
3.  What were the leaders of the church at Antioch doing when the 
Spirit led them to appoint Barnabas and Saul to specific ministry (Acts 
13:2)?  Is such activity what you think of when you consider the work of 
church leadership?  Thinking of these two passages (Acts 6:1-7; 13:1-3), 
what are some of the primary or priority things local church leaders 
should be doing? 
 
4.  “Ordination Councils” usually assess the doctrinal accuracy of 
potential church leaders.  Do you see this in the list of qualifications 
given in 1 Timothy 3 or Titus 1?  What are the qualifications given, and 
why would they be important to church leadership?   


