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Inside:

Deck The ‘Hull’:
A crowd of more than 300 

 attended the first Lighting of The 
Anchor on Dec. 7.

Band and choirs from all levels 
performed Christmas classics while 
hot chocolate and s’mores pizza were 
served. And of course Santa and Lil’ 
C were on hand. More on Page 3.
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Hello! 
Let me first say thank you for 

your warm welcome to the dis-
trict. Many of you meet me for 
the first time when I show up 
with my camera and that bright 
yellow media badge. 

I’m Isaiah May, the communi-
cation specialist for the district. 
Along with creating the news-
letter and other publications, I 
cover district events large and 
small. 

You all have things to be 
proud of, but the demand is 
high and I want to tell as many 
stories as possible.

In order to organize, plan 
and execute coverage of these 
events and happenings within 
the District I have put a plan in 
place.

Beginning in 2020, we are 
starting a new practice to re-
quest district coverage of event.

There will be a new form to 
fill out and submit to myself 
and Nicole Anderson.

Not only does this help us 
sort and schedule our time for 
each event, it also provides the 
necessary background informa-

www.ColumbusPublicSchools.org

Happy Birthdays - January
1 - 

4 - 
5 - 
7 - 
9 - 

12 - 
13 - 

15 - 

16 - 

17 - 
18 - 
19 - 
20 - Talking Communications

How can we as a school 
district meet the needs of 
our community and what 
are our next steps?  

We have began this 
process with STEM edu-
cation and over time have 
introduced this concept to 
all of K-12.  

However, many people pigeon 
hole STEM into one area within 
the school.  

In the case of CPS it always 

seems to be the “East End” 
of the high school or mid-
dle school where the labs 
are.  STEM is much more 
than that.  

According to Live 
Science, “STEM should 
integrate into a cohesive 
learning paradigm based on 

real-world applications through 
all courses”.  STEM should be in-
tegrated into pathways of learn-
ing.  Examples would include our 

current pathways in construction, 
automotive/logistics, manufactur-
ing, machining, welding, engi-
neering, and mechatronics.  

***
Why stop there?  We have 

started the process in which we 
are introducing our K-4 students 
to STEM through our STEM on 
the GO trailer, which supports 
the math and sciences with mod-
ules such as, affecting ecosys-
tems, assembly line, erosion, 3D 

printing, bridges, water filtration 
and many more.  These lessons 
do expand learning in elementary 
classrooms with hands on learn-
ing in activities that otherwise 
would not be used.  

In addition, with the help of 
Danita Wickens and the CPS 
Foundation we are expanding our 
STEM on the GO trailer and sum-
mer school to include enrichment 

Thinking outside the box for K-12 education
From Your Superintendent

From Isaiah May

Down To The Minute
Review the Board of Education’s December meeting

Click HERE or follow the link 
via the QR code on the right.

For agenda items visit:
HERE

See “BOX” on Pg 3

21 - 
22 - 

23 - 
24 - 
26 - 
27 - 
28 - 
29 - 
31 - 

< CLICK HERE FOR TICKETS >

See “FORM” on Pg 7

Access the CPS Staff Media Request Form

https://www.columbuspublicschools.org/
https://meeting.sparqdata.com/public/Organization/71
https://www.cpsanchor.com/news-events/event-calendar.html/event-form/chs-band-booster-soup-supper-ticket-purchase/43512/tickets
https://forms.gle/L1JZU4rxbuqWATk26
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We are encouraging K - 6 teachers 
to begin or continue the Backwards 
Design Planning process with Math 
Expressions.                        

The 5 steps are:
■ Identify priority standards
■ Do the math - take the unit 
assessment

■ Read the Math Background
■ Revisit the assessment
■ Plan Essentials
The goal is to complete the upcom-

Use Backwards Design Planning 
with K-6 math expressions Continue to practice 

WMC, BIST skills in ’20Curriculum
From Dr. Amy Romshek

facebook.com/ColumbusPublicSchools/

Student Services
From Jason Harris

As the 2019-2020 
school year is halfway 
over, we need to remem-
ber students still need 
to be reminded about 
classroom expectations 
and procedures.  As we 
begin the second semes-
ter, please remember to 
practice the following 
WMC skills with your 
students:

■ Accepting Criticism or 
Consequence

■ Accepting No For An 
Answer

■ Asking for Help
■ Asking Permission
■ Following Instructions
■ Having A Conversa-

tion
■  Getting The Teach-

er’s Attention
■ Sharing Something
■ Staying on Task
In addition, students 

that are struggling with 
these WMC skills may 

need the following BIST 
interventions put in place 
by staff to support them:

■ Practice grace in that 
all students, including 
their problems, pains, and 
needs are accepted

■ Keep students 
accountable for their 
choices

■ Practice Caring Con-
frontations

■ Provide students with 
a “Safe Seat”

■ Provide students with 
a “Think Sheet” which will 
allow students to take 
ownership of a problem 
and create a plan to be 
successful

Finally, remember every 
student needs an adult 
to connect with them to 
make them feel signifi-
cant.  When a child feels 
significant, they increase 
their effort to be success-
ful.

and STEM activities for elementary 
and middle school students. Currently, 
the trailer holds over 20 lessons (K-6) 
that fit within the Nebraska education 
standards. 

 The trailer is scheduled for specif-
ic weeks at each elementary school, 
however, that does not mean that is 
the only time you can use one of the 
lessons. Teachers may access different 
lessons from Mrs. Wickens at any time.

***
Our middle school students are 

introduced to STEM through course 
objectives beginning in 5th grade.  

We continue to expand our connec-
tions with students through units in 

electronics, sketching, drafting, robot-
ics, engineering, and 3D modeling. 

 This is a shortlist of things our 
students are exposed to in their STEM 
courses.  

The middle school curriculum is built 
around Discovery, Design, and Investi-
gation, which are all high-level problem 
solving and critical thinking skills need-
ed in any course of study.

***
In a recent survey of our HS students 

we have found that the top three other 
pathway choices are health sciences, 
education (yes teachers), and business, 
marketing, entrepreneurship.  

Going back to the title of this article, 
“Thinking Outside the Box for K-12 

BOX
From Page 2

Above: North Park’s Kktchen staff recruited a very special 
server for lunch Dec. 20. Santa himself delivered kindergart-
ners their favorites, hot-dogs and pizza.

Above: Students in the Lost Creek 
Autism Plus and High Needs 
Programs joined with the CMS High 
Needs class to carol throughout the 
Middle School. Aftwards, the group 
got a visit from Santa.

At left: Dave 
Melick serves 
food during one 
of eight socials 
hosted by the 
administration of-
fice. This is Dave’s 
last year with the 
district as he is 
set to retire at the 
end of June.

At Left: The 
collective Ele-
mentary Choir 
prepares to 
sing during the 
Lighting of The 
Anchor event 
on Dec. 7th. 

Below: The An-
chor stands lit 
before a crowd 
of over 300 
who attended 
the first annual 
event.

CPS celebrates Christmas

See “Math” on Page 7

See “Future” on Pg 6

https://www.facebook.com/ColumbusPublicSchools/
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James Killham had a seasonal response 
when asked about his expectations for his 
day.

“You never know what’s going to hap-
pen,” the high school custodian said. “It’s 
kind of like opening a Christmas present 
on Christmas Day, you just don’t know 
what you’re going to open.”

On most days, the custodian of almost 
four years, clocks in and sweeps the hall-
ways, check the restrooms and is always 
on call for an accident or spill. But there 
is one skill he’s asked to do that doesn’t 

quite match the job description exactly.
“We get asked to build and take care of 

stuff, he said. “You do more construction 
then you think.”

With tasks and assignments changing 
almost daily, it can be overwhelming.  
But he and his coworkers “look out for 
each other.”

“We’re kinda like a family. You never 
want to leave, you want to be apart of the 
family. It’s like one big family.”

If every day is like Christmas, James can 
figure to be on the good list when he’s 
away from the high school. 

“When you see them in the hallways,” 
he said of interacting with the kids while 
filling-in at the elementary schools, “you 
always say hi, and you hope they have a 
good day, have a great day and stuff like 
that.”

James Killham
Custodian, CHS

Killham happy to help out CPS ‘family’

This January we take a look at the valuable  
team members that make CPS the place it is to 

work and attend. We get to know para Denise Gilmore, 
custodian James Killham and food service manager  
Mariam Henggeler. Join us and ... Meet The Team.

Mariam Henggeler cheated a little 
when she was asked to describe 
Columbus Public Schools in three 
words.

“I love my job,” she said counting 
to four on her fingers.

After almost 25 years in the dis-
trict, it’s forgiven.

Mariam is the manager of the 
middle school kitchen. That’s a job 
with many hats and when we met 
with her in mid-December is was 
Santa’s hat.

“Learn to laugh,” Mariam said of 
what it takes to be in her position. 
“Some people just go every day with 
their head down. Learn to laugh, 
even at yourself, because you make 
mistakes.”

A positive environment is also 
important, as Mariam put it.

“You have to get along with each 
other. You are with your co-workers 
8 hours or more, so you are with 

your coworkers sometimes more 
than your family, so you have to 
learn to get with the students, and 
with your coworkers.”

Getting along with students is 
no problem for Mariam as she has 
earned a moniker that’s filled with 
joy.

“A lot of them call me Grandma, 
I’ve been here so long,” she said. “I 
use to do the high school, and they’d 
call me Grandma because my name 
is a little harder to say.”

Mariam is set to retire at the end 
of the year. And while she may have 
used 4 words to describe CPS, she 
has to only use two to describe her 
favorite part through all these years.

“The kids.”

Mariam Henggeler
Food Service, CMS

‘Grandma’ apart of CMS life

It takes a certain set 
of skills to be a para-ed-
ucator in an elementary 
school.

After 14 years with kin-
dergartners at Emerson, 
Denise Gilmore has a list.

“Patience, listen-
ing, caring, flexible, 
multi-tasking, those kinds 
of things,” she said. “You 
need to think two steps 
ahead of what the kids 
are thinking in order to 
help them.”

As a para, Gilmore said, 
she plays an extra set of 
eyes, ears and hands for 
the teacher.

“Your focus is on the 
children, assisting them in 
their learning and keeping 
them on task,” she said.

It would come to little 
surprise that there are 
challenges. One girl in 
particular, Gilmore recalls, 
was skipping her thirties 
when trying to count to 
50.

“I tried to teach her to 
use her numbers. (When) 
you have the teens you 
leave number one on 
your leg, the twenties, 
number two and when 
you get to 29 you get to 
the threes,” she described 
placing the count on her 

thigh. “(It’s) coming up 
with a strategy for each 
individual kid, because 
one thing might work for 
one and doesn’t work for 
the other.”

For Gilmore, it’s those 
moments that she enjoys.

“I like to see the growth 
of the kids. The first two 
and a half months are 
really hard for them, to 
get in the structure and 
routine, but then there-
after and to see them 
in May and they have 
accomplished so much 
and learned so much,” 
she said. “That’s really 
rewarding and I can see 
I’ve made a difference 
throughout the year for 
them.”

For Denise, that con-
nection has lasted. The 
first class she assisted 
with graduated last year, 
and she lights up seeing 
them successful.

“A lot of those kids 
would work (in town) and 
it’s a joy to hear them say 
‘Hi Mrs. Gilmore! Do you 
remember me?’”

Denise Gilmore
Para, Emerson

Making a difference 
just a joy for Gilmore

James Killham
on working at the elementaries

“
”

You can tell, everyone  
is just happy to  
have you there.

4

https://www.columbuspublicschools.org/meet-us
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Roger Seefeld from the 
Archaeological Society of 
Nebraska presented to 
the Centennial 
4th Grade 
students.  
Seefeld 
searches 
for Native 
American 
artifacts and many of the 
artifacts are from the 
Columbus area.  

Unified Sports allow students with 
disabilities and students without dis-
abilities an opportunity to compete 
together in an NSAA activity.  

A number of years ago, the 
Nebraska Schools Activities 
Association (NSAA) and its 
member schools, in conjunction 
with the Special Olympics, began 
to offer Unified Bowling as a sanc-
tioned activity.  

This fall, Columbus High School 
had the opportunity to join other 
Nebraska high schools in offering 
Unified Bowling as a school spon-
sored activity.  

Columbus High School believes 
that opportunities for students with 
disabilities to compete, in ways not 

traditionally available in the school 
setting, are important for all students 

and are a vessel to learn the les-
sons of competition, inclusion, 
acceptance, self esteem, hard 
work, among others.  

Ensuring that ALL students 
have opportunities to learn 

both inside and outside of the 
classroom is crucial.  

Unified Sports help offer this 
opportunity.  

Columbus High School is proud of 
the team members and coaches that 
played a role in this inaugural Unified 
Bowling season.  

Thanks for your hard work and we 
look forward to another season in the 
2020 school year!

Our Kindergarten and 1st 
grade classrooms SKYPEd 
Santa Claus Dec. 9 and 10.  

Each child was able to talk 
to Santa and tell him what 
they wanted for Christmas.  

***
Our end of the month assembly 

was on Dec. 20th. Not only 
were our students of the 
month honored but since it 
was the afternoon before 
Christmas break our music 

teacher led the whole school 
in singing several Christmas 

classics.

***
We were also busy preparing for 

and taking our end of the semester 
DIBELS reading tests.  

We do this to see the growth 
our students are making in the area 
of reading.  All elementary schools 

Lost Creek Elementary 
would like to welcome 
Abbie Beltran to our 
school team.  

She will 
be a gen-
eral educa-
tion reading 
paraprofes-
sional replacing Julie Reiff.  
Mrs. Reiff recently 
transitioned to accounts 
payable at our CPS Ad-
ministration Building. 

Ms. Beltran has volun-
teered in our building and 

What started out as a desire to 
get pie in the face has turned into 
something much larger than any of 
us could imagine.  

Nine years ago Mrs. 
Ditter’s son, Joshua, 
who was 6 months 
old, fell straight first 
into pumpkin pie. 
The pie squished all 
over his face, inside 
crevices where pie should never 
be, and it was hilarious! 

The next day in class Mrs. 
Ditter told many students and her 
accompanist Mrs. Owens about 
what happened to Joshua, and said 
that she was a little bit jealous that 
she didn’t know the feeling of pie 
smashed into her face. 

So, Mrs. Owens had a great idea 
of students coming together to 
raise money for a charity and the 
winning class could pie her in the 
face. 

Mrs. Owens, Mrs. Ditter, and all 
of her students cheered, agreeing 
it was a wonderful idea. 

They made a goal of each per-

son trying to raise just 
$1. If that happened, 
they would raise $180. 

Their plan was to 
take that money and 
purchase gifts and 
needs for children 
through the Holiday 
Spirit Co-op. 

That year, in 2011, the students 
surprised Mrs. Owens and Mrs. 
Ditter by raising over $1,000. Each 
year different classes have begged 
to do the service project again, so 
Mrs. Owens and Mrs. Ditter con-

tinued the project. 
Each year they 

increased the student 
goal and set a fun in-
centive for students to 
try to reach the goal. 

We  have just com-
pleted our ninth year 
doing this project. In 

the process of the last nine years 
we have had over 2,000 choir kids 
participate. 

These choir kids have raised 
almost $49,000 for charity. 

twitter.com/DiscovererPride

Beltran 
joins Lost 
Creek staff

Fundraiser hits $6,500, exceeds goal; 
‘Charlotte’s Web’ productions wraps  

See “LC” on  Pg 7

The season of Christmas songs, Santa via SKYPE at NP

See “MS” on Page 6

New CHS activity promotes inclusion

See “North” on Page 6

Members of the CHS’s first Unified Bowling team pose for a 
picture. Columbus High School is proud of the team members and 
coaches that played a role in this inaugural season.

Fourth graders 
dig artifact  
presentation

See “Seefeld”   Pg 7
Total raised

$6,523.56
*as of Dec. 20

https://twitter.com/DiscovererPride
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On Monday, Dec. 9, 
West Park welcomed 
Sen. Kate Bolz for a 
visit to their After-School 
Program.  

During her visit, Sen. 
Bolz was able to talk to 
students at the program.  
She saw first-hand the 
positive impact the 
After-School 
Program 
has on our 
Colum-
bus Public 
School stu-
dents.  

She visited students 
who were working on 
homework and learning 
centers in both the gym 
and the library.  

Sen. Bolz even sat 
down with a few students 
while they were working 
to see what they were 
learning.  

Sen. Bolz also spent 
time during her visit 
talking to Dr. Loeffelholz 
and Mr. Melick to learn 
about the financial side of 
the After-School Program.  

She was very interest-
ed in what assistance is 
needed to help sustain 
and support after school 
programs for our children.  

One of the highlights 
of Sen. Bolz’s visit may 
have been talking to a 
parent who was picking 
his children up from the 
After-School Program.  

Elvis Rodriguez shared 

do this testing three times per year.  
***

Though the weather outside is frightful, inside 
of North Park is so delightful!

When cold weather hits the students of North 
Park who come early sit in the hallways and read 
before school start. Recently, third and fourth 
graders have started partnering up with a first 
grader and coming to the library to read together. 
It just warms the heart on these cold days.

Eight-hundred plus 
Columbus area children 
have been covered in 
gifts at Christmas by 
CMS choir kids through 
the Holiday Spirit Co-op. 

Around $12,000 of 
money raised was do-
nated to Water Wells for 
Africa. 

Unbelievable things 
can be done with the 
tremendous giving heart 
of middle school kids and 
support of great parents 
and guardians. It really is 
that simple. 

Encouraging children 
to know that goodness is 
in them is step one. 

Showing them a way 
to let it out is step two. 

Adults coming along-
side them and making it 
possible is step 3. 

After that, love does 
the rest. 

***
In September almost 

100 students auditioned 
for the play “Charlotte’s 
Web.” Twenty six stu-
dents were selected for 
the cast and twenty six 
members were chosen 

for the crew.
This group met every 

Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday from Sep-
tember to December to 
prepare for the play.  Our 
5th & 6th grade cast 
presented the play “Char-
lotte’s Web” based on 
the book by E.B. White 
Dec. 6 and 7, in Nantkes 

Theatre at CMS. 
The play is about the 

enduring friendship 
between a spider named 
Charlotte and pig named 
Wilbur, how Charlotte 
will create a “miracle” to 
save her friend. 

Of course there are 
other animal friends from 
the farm and the humans 

that love and come to 
admire them. 

This play was spon-
sored by CMS and the 
Columbus After School 
Program and featured a 
set by 5th through 8th 
grade crew students.  

Our students enjoyed 
the opportunity to be on 
stage and truly shine.

On the last day before winter break, 
Emerson staff create a special time 
for students called Winter Won-
derland.  The teachers provide an 
activity that focuses on winter time 
activities.  The students travel to 
different classrooms to work with dif-
ferent grade level teachers to enjoy these activities.   

The students decorated cookies, created a craft, 
played games such as bingo and kahoots using 
their iPads, read stories, and made slime. 

 The students and teachers enjoy this special 
time as it provides a special opportunity to build 
relationships across the building with all students 
and staff.  

www.ColumbusPublicSchools.org

Emerson students embrace holidays

CMS
From Page 5

North
From Page 5

Sen. Bolz 
visits West 
Park ASP

See “WP” on Page 7

North Park 
students read 
during the 
time before 
school starts. 
The third 
and fourth 
graders have 
been partner-
ing with first 
graders to 
read together.

Jenee Bethune/CPS
Cast and crew members of CMS’s “Charlotte’s Web,” gather after their opening night 
performance. After two months of rehearsals, the show ran three times in December.

Education in Columbus”, 
we need to re-evaluate 
what we offer students.  

But let’s not stop 
there!  How about 
pathways in the fine arts 
with graphic design, vi-
sual arts, and performing 
arts as well as college 
preparatory pathways.  

***
Many will argue that 

our students don’t know 
what they want to do in 

MS or HS.  
That is correct they 

may not. However, if we 
don’t expose them now 
it only sets them back 
in the future and many 
become frustrated and 
drop out of college and 
bounce around from job 
to job.  

We cannot afford to 
not provide powerful 
learning experiences for 
our students in hopes 
they find their niche and 
love. 

Future
From Page 3
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tion to properly attri-
bute and showcase the 
hosting and participating 
parties.

The form, shared via 
Google, is quick and 
easy. It’s linked on Page 
2, available in the doc-
uments portion of our 
website, and by request 
from me.

It requires you to use 
your CPS email, so feel 
free to pass it along to 

those in the district.
If there is an event 

hosted by someone 
without a CPS address, 
they can reach out to 
me directly at mayi@
discoverers.org. 

I know this is a 
change, but I appreciate 
your time when filling 
this out.

Thanks again for your 
warm welcome, and I 
can’t wait to see what 
you’ll share with me 
soon!

is familiar with our staff 
and students.  

She graduated this 
past semester from CHS 
and we are looking for-
ward to her joining our 
team.

Students and teachers 
got to experience local 
history in a hands on 
way.

Seefeld
From Page 5

LC
From Page 5

ing units now through 
second semester as you 
prepare to teach them.  

It is important to 
remember during this 
process to have open 
communication with 
team members in order 
to develop a deep un-
derstanding of the math 
being taught as well as 
create great lessons that 
can be used and easily 
modified from year to 
year.  

Feel free to contact 
Julie Kreikemeier at 
kreikemeierj@discover-
ers.org, for support.

***
January 2 & 3 - CPS 

teachers will participate 
in a 3-hour session 
with a focus on scoring 
criteria for common 
assessments.

January 2 - Elemen-
tary teachers involved 
in the science materials 
pilot will participate in 
Twig Science training.  

January 13 - Lucy 
Imig returns to provide 
CPM training for HS and 
MS Algebra teachers.

January 7-22 - Winter 
MAP Growth Testing

 All students K-8 will 
be given the reading and 
math test.  

Additionally, all 5th 
& 8th students will be 
given the science test.

January 22-24 - 
Shannon Kiebler returns 
to support “Math Talk.” 

Math
From Page 3

Form
From Page 2 WP

From Page 6
with Sen. Bolz that the 
After-School Program 
provides a safe place for 
his daughters at the end 
of the day.  

As we know, parents 
are not always able to 
pick their children up right 
away when school is out 
due to their jobs. 

Mr. Rodriguez knows 
his girls are in a great 
environment and they 
love coming to the Af-
ter-School Program.  His 
girls are able to get their 
homework done and they 
have fun.

Kate Bolz is a Dem-

Sen. Kate Bolz talks with a West Park student during her 
Dec. 9 visit to see the After School Program.

ocratic member of the 
Nebraska Legislature, rep-
resenting the 29th district 
and is currently running 

for the seat to serve the 

1st Congressional District 

of Nebraska.
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