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 Superintendent’s Corner  

   Mike Mathes 

 

 As we begin a new year searching for a new superintendent, we must continue to focus on our glaring weakness in the 
district.  We all know our facilities are the biggest issue we need to resolve. The Board has asked me to have a plan in place be-
fore the new superintendent takes over. The board majority has a major goal of having our K-8 and 9-12 buildings in the same 
location. I have been researching ways we can accomplish this goal while being fiscally responsible and have come up with the 
following: 
  

 The board can present a bond issue of approximately $12 million dollars to the public to build a new 9-12 high school 
adjacent to the current K-8 building in Americus.  This would accomplish the goal of having a K-12 campus where staff could be 
shared. This is different from previous bond issues in both cost and location. For a 25 year bond, the mill levy increase would be 
7.5 mills. 
  

 Why so much less than previous issues? To start, this would be only a 9-12 building for about 150 students rather than a 
K-12 building for 600 students.  We already own the land and utilities are readily available. I have told the board that if this does 
not pass they have 2 options. They would have to abandon the idea of having the K-12 together.  One option would be to run an-
other bond issue for $12 million or more to remodel and update the current high school and add a gym to NLC.  That would be a 
big job because when we touch an old building with a remodel, we are required to get it up to current building codes and that 
won’t be cheap.  The majority of the board is on board with doing this option if a new building bond issue fails. 
  

 If both bond issues fail, the board will need to simply do what they can with the money they have on hand. I hope it does 
not get to that point, because there simply isn’t enough money available to do an adequate job of remodeling and upgrading the 
current facilities. 
  

 Over the next few months I will be presenting these options to the board for their final decision.  It is my hope the com-
munity will support whatever the board decides to do. No matter what is decided, I hope as a district with common goals and as-
pirations, we can responsibly and civilly discuss pros and cons of the proposals and always keep what is best for our kids as our 
main focus.  In the meantime, I will continue to upgrade and maintain the facilities we currently use as best we can.   

  

As always, thank you for your support of USD 251. 
 

 

Would you like to send your child to preschool, but find it difficult to afford the cost?  Call us to find out more 

information about the Preschool Tuition Assistance Program! 

USD 251 Preschool Tuition Assistance is made possible with the Mobilizing Literacy Grant.  If your child (age 3-5) is at-

tending, or you would like for your child to attend preschool, please contact the USD 251 school district office at 620-481-2014.  

We would love to discuss how we can assist you financially with preschool fees. 
 

USD 251 Parents as Teachers Program 

USD 251 Parents as Teachers Program is an early learning program for parents of young children prenatal to age six. Parents 
as Teachers (PAT) is a free, research-based program designed to provide practical, timely information to all families with 
young children including single parents, first-time parents, and expectant parents. Being a parent is a lot more fun and much less 
stressful if you know how your child grows and develops, and you know how to encourage your child so he/she will get a great 
start in life. 

Parents as Teachers helps parents understand child development and connect them to the resources they need to make the 

best choices for their families. PAT offers personal visits customized for the needs of your family. Together on each visit we'll 

look at your child's development and talk about the parenting challenges you face right now, think about family dynamics impact-

ing your child's development, and build strong protective factors to keep you, your child and your family healthy, strong and re-

silient. 

For more information about PAT, go to http://bit.ly/2lYo9LW, or call 1-800-554-3412. 



 

Principal’s Perspective 
    As I write this, 1st semester has come to an end!  I have been using my space in the 
newsletter to discuss NLC Elementary and our Redesign efforts. This is the final installment 
covering the 4 Redesign Principles.  The last principle to discuss is Personalized Learning. 
 

NLC Redesign: Principle #4 - Personalized Learning 

The final principle to talk about in this 4 part series is personalized learning.  The state has 
been working hard this year to communicate exactly what personalized learning is.  Essentially, personalized learning 
is teachers giving students choices/options in how they learn.  Think about your own way of learning. Do you like to 
learn by reading, do you like learning by watching a how to video, do you like learning by working in a group or 
working individually, do you need more time to learn math than you do English?  All these and more are what person-
alized learning is all about. The opposite of personalized learning is the traditional whole class instruction method. 
Whole class instruction is not personalized since everyone in the class is getting the same instruction at the same 
time.  In a fully implemented personalized learning classroom, one student may be reading an online article to learn 
about Science, where another student beside them may be watching a video to learn about a math concept, and anoth-
er group of students may be getting some small group instruction on reading from the teacher.  Personalized learning 
is much like the slogan I remember from Burger King years ago. Personalized learn-
ing is quite an undertaking for teachers, as it drastically changes planning and adds 
the need to develop a system for tracking the standards a student has mastered since 
each student would be working on different standards and different times.  Personal-
ized learning will likely lead schools away from letter grades towards standard-based 
grading. This is a logical move for the teacher, which ours support, but we recognize 
that doing so will cause some hurdles elsewhere, such as eligibility for athletics and 
parents who are more familiar with the traditional letter grade (A-F). That all said, 
NLC Elementary will continue to move towards this given the priority level that 
KSDE and the state board has placed on Personalized Learning. 
 

Hope everyone had a joyous holiday season! 

Corey Wiltz Corey Wiltz Corey Wiltz Corey Wiltz - NLC Principal 

 

Mrs. Lang’s First Grade HEROsMrs. Lang’s First Grade HEROsMrs. Lang’s First Grade HEROsMrs. Lang’s First Grade HEROs    
We have been very busy in first grade!  Our main job this year is to learn how to read.  We are working hard and 
reading more and more words every day.  We have spent the first semester in math becoming fluent in addition and 
subtraction.  We are learning how to use them to solve word problems too. We have spent a lot of time in social stud-
ies talking about our responsibility for helping to keep us all safe at school.  We begin each morning by making a 
commitment to help be a Safe Keeper. We also make a commitment each morning to something we want to focus on 
doing for the day using our HERO qualities (Helpful - Encouraging - Respectful - On Task).  In science we have 
learned about Earth and the materials that cover it. We have also learned about the sky in the day and night. We fin-
ished up the first semester with a project to learn about how different countries around the world celebrate Christ-
mas.  Students researched and created presentations in groups to teach their classmates about the country they 
chose.    

 



    

Chocolate Bark Chocolate Bark Chocolate Bark Chocolate Bark 
and Baking Goods and Baking Goods and Baking Goods and Baking Goods     
by Angela Adamsby Angela Adamsby Angela Adamsby Angela Adams    

Double, half, one and a half times the amount, adding, subtracting. We know these terms as adults but hardly hesitate to 
do it when we are baking for our families, buying Christmas gifts, creating trinkets, or buying meat at a deli. In this unit for 6th 
grade we have been focusing intently on how to multiply, divide, add, and subtract with rational numbers.  

 

You and I know rational numbers as measuring cups and money, but our kids don’t. I gave the students a recipe and 
asked them to double it and half it. Some students began doing it without hesitation and some had no idea how to complete the 
task. 

 

We talked about what I was asking them to do and I showed them what doubling and halving looked like. We then relat-
ed it back to multiplication and division. Discussions turned into discovery and this is when true learning took place.  

 

They learned very quickly the difference between measuring devices and were able to decipher doubling and halving as 
it related to twice the scoop or half the amount the recipe called for.  

 

Mistakes were made. Cups were used instead of tablespoons. Although there were mistakes the children took them and 
ran with them. Instead of throwing their product away and starting over they found ways to fix the problem and salvage the food. 

 

While we had the opportunity to talk about the mathematics, we also got the chance to discuss chemical reactions that 
come with baking. We also got to work on the ability to recognize a mistake by sight. Reasoning and problem solving dominated 
in the cooking field. 

 

The students had a great time and ended up with a wonderful holiday snack! Learning comes in many shapes and sizes. 
In this case, learning came in the form of doing. Not only did they have to bake, but this led them to different road blocks that 
come with baking.  

 

With very minimal instructions, the students were able to create a recipe amount that was perfect for a small group. Each 
student was involved and had equal access to the work and the results. 

 

 



PRINCIPAL’S PEN 

“If Everyone is Moving Forward Together, then Success Takes Care of Itself” 

Peggy Fort 
 .  
I would like to thank everyone who came to the Senior Citizens Dinner. We had wonderful attendance and the food was deli-
cious. Our students, teachers and cooks did an awesome job putting the Christmas meal and entertainment together.  

 

Mid year tests given in December 

AIMSweb Benchmark Testing - Math (K-2) & Reading (K-8, select HS)   
Kansas Assessment Interims - Math (gr. 3-8 only), ELA (gr. 3-8, 10)  

Wellington Engagement Index - ALL classes, gr. 5-12  

Communities That Care Survey  
 

The Giving Tree The Giving Tree The Giving Tree The Giving Tree     
FFA, FBLA, and FCCLA created a penny and class 
money war to buy students of need items for Christmas 
at NLC Elementary School. Mr. Lanzrath and students 
created a Giving Tree and adopted students of need 
from NHHS and NLC Schools this Christmas season. 
The Giving Tree raised over $1,000.00 to help our stu-
dents. We are so proud of our staff and students for both 
projects of giving. 
  

NHHS CALENDAR 

  January 3rd and 6th  Teacher Inservice                                                                                               
 January 7th             Students return to school 
                                 NHHS basketball at Chase County at 4:45 p.m. 
 January 8th  Board of Education Meeting at District Office at 7:00 p.m. 
 January 9th  Wrestling - NHHS at Burlington - 5:00 p.m. 
 January 10th  NHHS basketball at Lyndon at 4:45 p.m. 
 January 11th  Wrestling - NHHS at Herington Tournament at 9:00 a.m. 
  Scholars bowl at Eureka - Varsity and Jr. Varsity 

 January 13th NHHS basketball (make-up game) Central Heights at NHHS 4:45pm 

 January 14th  NHHS basketball at Mission Valley at 4:45 p.m. 
 January 15th  FCCLA Citizenship Day at Topeka 

  FFA - Speech and Ag at Spring Hill 
 January 16th  Wrestling - NHHS at Council Grove - 6:00 p.m. 
 January 17th  NHHS Basketball at NHHS with Council Grove at 4:45 p.m. - Queen of Courts 

 January 18th  Wrestling - NHHS at Topeka High - 9:00 a.m. 
                                         Winter Ball at NHHS - 8:00 to 10:30 p.m. 
  January 20th - 25th  Flint Hills Basketball Shootout at William Allen White Auditorium in Emporia 

 January 20th  No School - Teacher Inservice 

 January 24th  Wrestling - NHHS at Council Grove 2:00 p.m. 
 January 28th  NHHS basketball at NHHS against Rural Vista at 4:45 p.m. 
 January 29th  FBLA District VII Conference at ESU                                                                 

 January 30th  FHL Scholars Bowl at Central Heights 

  Wrestling - NHHS at Hillsboro at 7:00 p.m. 
 January 31st  NHHS basketball at Herington at 4:45 p.m. 
         Happy New Year!    Peggy Fort 
  

FCCLA PROJECT 

Two of the Northern Heights High School FCCLA members, Samantha Myers and Abbey Johnson, 
went to Children's Mercy in Kansas City to drop off the many items they collected during the charity 
walk they hosted in late October. These girls also raised almost $300 for Children's Mercy to use for 
their extensive operating costs over the holiday season. Sam and Abbey helped gather all of these 
items to help with hospital costs, to help bring up the spirits of children who are in the hospital over 
their holiday stay, and to let families know there are people thinking of them during this time. Saman-
tha and Abbey want to make families and children more comfortable. These girls had a great time 
organizing this charity walk as a part of their FCCLA STAR event, and their Project Based Learning 
through the Northern Heights Gemini II redesign through the Kansas Can initiative. They had an in-
credibly successful project and feel that they learned a lot through this event in addition to helping children and families during 
the Holiday Season. Thank you to all who helped along the way!  



First Semester Gemini Redesign Update 

 We are now reaching the completion of one full semester of our Northern Heights Redesign efforts. Our main transition this year has 
been the implementation of a three hour block of “Personalized Learning Time” (PLT) once or twice a week on Tuesday and Thursday morn-
ings. At the beginning of the semester in August, students were required to complete three (four for freshmen) entry level project-based pro-
jects to introduce them to the process. This included organization, creating their own lesson plans, filling out daily accountability forms, 
presentations, as well as project reflection sheets when the project was complete.  
 Upon completion of their entry level PLT projects, students are then released into the “Project Array” available to them to explore per-
sonal, school, or job related interests at their own pace in collaboration with their advisory teachers. These projects include, but are not lim-
ited to, core class related projects, school improvement projects, ACT Prep, school committees, organizational competitions, college visits, 
job shadows, etc. 
 Examples of some of the projects our students have involved themselves with include having a student-led Veteran’s Day and Senior 
Citizen’s Dinner, student-led school coffeeshop, a digital newspaper/program set to launch next semester, a multi-grade Dungeons and Drag-
ons experience, cattle care, engine rebuilds, wood working, culinary practices, Admire concession stand remodel, deer field cleaning demon-
stration (off site!), mock DUI crash, crochet club, classroom painting/beautification, among many others. Ideas for a formal dress exchange 
and on site fittings are being discussed as well as many other ideas currently in development! 
 Along with all of these project options, students have been using this time to visit various colleges and workplaces. Over 30 hours of 
college visits have been submitted, with more to come. A handful of students have already used some of these mornings to visit various em-
ployment locations within the community.  
 While we certainly have some kinks to work out, please know we are constantly self-assessing, and we will continue the work to improve 
our day-to-day school experience for staff and students. Our goal is to put our students in the best possible position to affect their future suc-
cess after they leave our halls. We have appreciated all of the support we have received from the Board of Education, parents, staff, and, 
above all, the students. Their feedback has been crucial to our discussions as we move forward in our Redesign efforts! 

    

    

    

    

    

    
    

    

Madame Eckert Hosted an 18th Century Enlightenment Dinner PartyMadame Eckert Hosted an 18th Century Enlightenment Dinner PartyMadame Eckert Hosted an 18th Century Enlightenment Dinner PartyMadame Eckert Hosted an 18th Century Enlightenment Dinner Party    

Mrs. Eckert’s World History Class at Northern Heights High School demonstrated their knowledge and understanding of The Age of Enlight-
enment and the Challenge to Absolutism by becoming Enlightened Philosophers and Despots for the final test this semester.  Students re-
searched their historic figure to determine background information and identify potential conversations with the other dinner guests. Part of 
the test was to determine the seating arrangement to ensure conversation would flow smoothly, and avoid arguments.   So the creation of the 
seating arrangement was the most challenging portion of the test. The fun part was the actual party where guests enjoyed French inspired hors 
d'oeuvres and sparkling beverage. Students were able to earn extra credit if they dressed as their historic figure. There were a few brave ones 
who did.   The students concluded their test by typing a summary of the conversations they had during the party. The students did a great job 
staying in character throughout the simulation. This is the second year Mrs. Eckert hosted the test this way and hopes to continue the tradition 
in the future.  

2019 Senior Citizen Dinner  

 

December 6, 2019 was a beautiful day to host the annual Senior Citizen Dinner. The weather cooperated nicely for the 103 Senior Citizens 
who traveled to Northern Heights High School for the event.  Guests had the opportunity to enjoy fabulous food, warm fellowship, and live 
entertainment by the NHHS Choir and Band. Thank you to all who joined us. Northern Heights tried something new this year. The planning 
of the event, which in the past had been done by a few teachers, was taken on by 5 students as a Civic Engagement Project for their Project 
Based Learning.  The Gemini Redesign program is giving students the opportunity to do this. The five students who took on this task were 
Seniors Kaylee Burton, Emily Gilbert, LeAnn Landis, Kylee Sull, and Freshman McKinsey Thompson. All five students started working 
back in early October to prepare. After the event was over, all agreed this was a successful event, but wished they had started planning soon-
er. The planning committee also had great insights in their project reflection on how to make it less stressful for future events.   It was a great 
opportunity for these students to get some experience organizing and planning events for their community. Thank you again to all who at-
tended, and to all the students who volunteered to work the event. 

 

Mrs. Eckert’s Advisory Class’ Holiday Competition 

Mrs. Eckert’s Advisory class participated in a “Christmas Sweater Cookie” decorating contest to end the 
semester.   Students had the opportunity to decorate a sugar cookie that was shaped like a sweater. It has 
been a couple of years since I had the competition.   The students really stepped up and showed their 
creativity. Some went for the “ugly” sweater, while others strove for a more “classic” (Clark Griswold) 
look. Students then got to eat their creations. Delicious. Hope everyone has a wonderful and safe holi-
day.   
 

 



 

YOU’RE INVITEDYOU’RE INVITEDYOU’RE INVITEDYOU’RE INVITED    

TOTOTOTO    

NHHS BOOSTER CLUBNHHS BOOSTER CLUBNHHS BOOSTER CLUBNHHS BOOSTER CLUB    

GAME NIGHTGAME NIGHTGAME NIGHTGAME NIGHT    

 

Who: NHHS StudentsWho: NHHS StudentsWho: NHHS StudentsWho: NHHS Students    

When: Saturday, January 4, 2020When: Saturday, January 4, 2020When: Saturday, January 4, 2020When: Saturday, January 4, 2020    

7777----11pm11pm11pm11pm    

Where: 620 Main St, AmericusWhere: 620 Main St, AmericusWhere: 620 Main St, AmericusWhere: 620 Main St, Americus    
    

Come join us for a fun time. We will provide good food, pop and some games. Feel free to bring a  
favorite game if you have one. 

 

Please RSVP by Jan 1st so we can plan for food to Stacie Horton at (620)344-0825 or  
hortonfarms@tctwireless.net 


