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Brooks County Middle School's Happenings

What are we reading at BCMS?

Parents & Guardians, We Need Your Help!
How often do you read with or to your child? Research shows that reading to children is
proven to improve and support the process of cognitive development. Children should see
their parents and other caring adults actively engaging in reading activities. Just as we model
positive behavior, it is important to model healthy reading tasks.The more we (as parents)
make reading something that is enjoyable, the more we will see students looking forward to
opportunities to explore new texts and opportunities to read!

The following tips are just a few ways you can help support our literacy initiative at Brooks
County Middle School:

Take turns reading a book with your child.
Ask your child to compare a book to another familiar book. How are the characters alike
or different? Do the stories take place in similar settings? How are the illustrations the
same or different?
Ask what part of the story or book your child liked best and why
Ask if your child liked the ending of the story. Why or why not?
Ask your child what type of mood the story or chapter in a book creates. Ask how the
author created that mood. Was it with words? Pictures? Drawings?
If your child has read more than one book by the same author, ask how the books are
similar or different.

If you need access to reading materials to share with your children at home, please reach out
to us! We would love to help you grow your home library!



Wonder
Wonder begins from Auggie's
point of view, but soon
switches to include the
perspectives of his
classmates, his sister, her
boyfriend, and others. These
voices converge to portray a
community as it struggles with
differences, and challenges
readers, both young and old, to
wonder about the true nature of
empathy, compassion,
acceptance, friendship, and—
ultimately—kindness. Auggie is
a hero for the ages, one who
proves that you can’t blend in
when you were born to stand
out.

Because of Mr.
Terupt
It’s the start of �fth grade for
seven kids at Snow Hill School.
There’s . . . Jessica, the new
girl, smart and perceptive,
who’s having a hard time �tting
in; Alexia, a bully, your friend
one second, your enemy the
next; Peter, class prankster and
troublemaker; Luke, the brain;
Danielle, who never stands up
for herself; shy Anna, whose
home situation makes her an
outcast; and Jeffrey, who
hates school.

Only Mr. Terupt, their new and
energetic teacher, seems to
know how to deal with them all.
He makes the classroom a fun
place, even if he doesn’t let
them get away with much . . .
until the snowy winter day
when an accident changes
everything—and everyone.

The Skin I'm In
Maleeka Madison is a strong
student who has had enough of
being teased about her "too
black" skin and handmade
clothes. So when she starts
seventh grade, she decides to
adopt a sassier attitude and a
tougher circle of friends. The
last thing she expects is to get
"messed up" with another
"freak," but that's exactly what
happens.

After a new teacher, whose
face is dis�gured from a skin
disease, enters her life, will
Maleeka be able to learn to love
the skin she's in?

Family Time: Reading Tips for the Entire Family
Your young teen needs you in her life more than she may admit (to you or to herself)—
although she may want you present under different terms and conditions than she did
previously. Some parents misread the signals that their children send and back off too soon.
For example, for children at age nine, about 75 percent of American parents report high or
moderate involvement in school-related activities, but when children reach age 14, the rate of
parent involvement has dropped to 55 percent. The rate continues to drop throughout high
school.
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Research shows that adolescents do better in school when their parents are involved in their
lives and that education works best when teachers and parents work closely with one another.
Here are some tips for staying involved in your child’s school life:

Set ground rules for your child at the beginning of the school year. From the �rst day of
school, make certain that your child knows what time he is expected to go to bed and get
up, what he needs to do to get ready for school each morning and what time he needs to
leave the house for school. Check that he knows his curfew both on weekdays and on the
weekend. Make sure, too, that your child knows that he is expected to try hard and do his
best in school.
Learn about your child’s school. The more you know, the easier your job as parent will be.
Ask for a school handbook. This will answer many questions that will arise over the year.
If your school doesn’t have a handbook, ask questions. Ask the principal and teachers, for
example: What classes does the school offer? Which classes are required? What are your
expectations for my child? How does the school measure student progress? What are the
school’s rules and regulations?
Find out about the school’s homework policy. Knowing school policies for homework is
important because by the middle grades, homework generally plays a bigger role in your
child’s grades and test scores than it did in elementary school. Find out from teachers
how often they will assign homework and about how long it may take to complete. Do not
do homework for your child. However, make sure that he tries his best to complete
assignments.
Help your child get organized. Many young teens are easily distracted. With so much to
do and think about, it’s not surprising. The amount of their school work and their
extracurricular activities often increases at the same time that they are going through a
growth spurt, developing new relationships and trying to develop more independence.
Young teens respond to these changes in varying ways, but many of them daydream,
forget things, lose things and seem unaware of time. It’s not unusual for a middle
schooler to complete a homework assignment but forget to turn it in. Some schools help
students develop organizational skills. Others leave the task to you. Whatever the case,
you can:
Go over your child’s schedule together to see if she’s got too much going on at once. Talk
with her about setting priorities and dropping certain activities if necessary or rearranging
the time of some of them.
Help her learn good study habits. Set a regular time for her to do homework. Talk about
the assignments. Make sure she understands what she’s supposed to do.
Make sure she has a calendar on which to record assignments, as well as a backpack and
homework folders in which to tuck assignments for safekeeping.
Attend school events. Go to sports events and concerts, attend back-to-school night, PTA
meetings and awards events, such as a “perfect attendance” breakfast.
Remember, though, that many young teens are often self-conscious and want parents to
be present but in the background. “They want you there, but they want you at more of a
distance,” explains teacher Bill Gangl. “They want to look out of the corner of their eye and
see you there. On the track, they want to peek up into the stands to make sure somebody
is watching them.” Look for school activities that you can do with your child—cleaning up
the school grounds, for example.



November Parent Luncheon
One of our favorite meals at Brooks County Middle School is
our delicious Thanksgiving Feast. Please join us on Thursday,
November 21, 2019, to enjoy a delicious meal with your middle
school student.

Cost: $4.00 per person
Reservation Deadline: Friday, November 8, 2019

A �yer was distributed to all students on Monday, November
4th, but you can also make a reservation by completing the
online form: bit.ly/bcms1121.

Please let us know if you have questions!

PBIS Update
Our PBIS Mission: Focus on the POSITIVE to unlock the
POTENTIAL

Our PBIS Vision: Creating a culture of positivity that will radiate
throughout our school, our community, and our world

Our PBIS Slogan: HAMMER2

Our students are Respectful
Our students are Responsible

Help us congratulate our PBIS Drawing Winner!!! Jamileth's
name was drawn as the winner of the Apple Airpods at our last
PBIS celebration! We are proud of our Trojans who BRING THE
HAMMER and are always RESPECTFUL and RESPONSIBLE!!!!
#PBISrocks #ourkidsareawesome
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It's Basketball Season, Y'all!
The BCMS Basketball Season is underway, and we are excited
to share our schedule with you. Please join us and cheer on
some of our fantastic student-athletes throughout the season.
We promise you will put a smile on the faces of these young
men and women by simply being present! Go Trojans! Bring the
Hammer on the Court!

Facebook

Contact Us:

2171 Moultrie Highway, Quitm… blee@brooks.k12.ga.us

(229) 588-2342 brooks.k12.ga.us

https://s.smore.com/u/053ce6e76c65faa4181d0ffdf03470ce.png
http://facebook.com/wearebcms
https://s.smore.com/u/b455c1eca2424308d4cea8aa5101cfbb.png
http://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=2171%20Moultrie%20Highway%2C%20Quitman%2C%20GA%2C%20USA&hl=en
mailto:blee@brooks.k12.ga.us
tel:(229) 588-2342
http://brooks.k12.ga.us/


Brooks County Schools App
We love to keep our families in the know! If you have not
already downloaded the BC Schools app, wait no more!

Access sports scores, cafeteria menus, news updates, and
even emergency noti�cations, right from your pocket.
Download the app on Android: http://bit.ly/2Gh6jxGor iPhone:
https://apple.co/2GeQhV1.
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