
The Hammer Times
Brooks County Middle School's Happenings

What's Coming in January in ELA?

Let Us Help You Engage Your Middle School
Reader At Home!

1. Allow your middle schooler to choose what he/she is reading! (Yes, that can be scary, but
no one likes to be told what to read for pleasure!)

2. Read the news together! Have you checked out our local Quitman Free Press? It is now
available in digital format! Other online sources of news include Newsela, CNN 10,
Valdosta Today, and many other local outlets.

3. Encourage your middle schooler to read to a younger sibling. Letting him take over ritual
reading at bedtime once a week will ensure he reads something, and he may �nd his
sibling's enthusiasm for stories contagious.

4. Find an outlet for your child to "publish" a book review. When she �nishes a book,
encourage her to write it up for a family or school newspaper, magazine, or website. She
could also try posting a review at a local bookseller or an online retailer.

5. Encourage writing. Whether it's via snail-mail or e-mail, suggest that he keep in touch with
distant friends or relatives. Keeping a journal or chronicling a family vacation will also
provide reading practice.

6. Suggest books from movies your child liked. He may enjoy getting even more detail in the
book.

7. Play games that utilize reading. Word- and vocabulary-building games like Scrabble or
Boggle are great, but many board games provide reading opportunities (even if it's just the
instructions). Crosswords provide opportunities for learning new words and spelling
practice, too.

8. Keep up on what she's reading. If you can, read a few pages of her books yourself so you
can discuss them with her.



When You Reach
Me
Twelve-year-old Miranda is the
protagonist of When You Reach
Me by Rebecca Stead. She lives
in New York City with her
mother in 1979. The novel
jumps around a bit, starting off
when her mother wins a chance
to appear on the game show
The $20,000 Dollar Pyramid
with host Dick Clark; this is a
word-association game show
where her mom has a chance
to win $20,000, a prize she and
Miranda could really use. They
live in a run-down apartment
and do not have much money.
Miranda, however, is happy, and
her best friend, Sal, lives in the
same apartment complex as
she does. They have been best
friends for as long as she can
remember.

Ghost
Ghost is a young adult novel by
Jason Reynolds which follows
seventh-grader Castle “Ghost”
Cranshaw as he joins a track
team and struggles to deal with
his past and his present. As a
child, Ghost had to �ee his
apartment with his mother
when his father, in a drunken
rage, tried to kill them. They
took shelter at Mr. Charles’s
shop, where Mr. Charlestook
care of them and called the
police, thus saving their lives.
Years later, Ghost remains loyal
and friendly with Mr. Charles,
visiting him daily to buy
sun�ower seeds. Mr. Charles
constantly encourages Ghost
like a grandfather, always
urging Ghost to do his best and
break a world record. Ghost
often studies a Guinness Book
of World Records, given to him
by Mr. Charles.

When I Was The
Greatest
When I Was the Greatest tells
the story of a boy, Ali, and his
two neighbors, Needles and
Noodles, who spend the novel
grappling with issues of family,
loyalty, crime, and the
complexity of living with an
invisible disability. Though the
novel does have a plot, it is
relatively nuanced compared to
the more complex character
portraits that Reynolds offers
the reader, and the focus of the
novel is primarily on the
relationships between these
characters. Much of the novel
focuses on the psychology
behind growing up in single
parent households in poor and
dangerous urban
neighborhoods. His characters
are complicated, have made
mistakes that they sometimes
admit to and sometimes don’t,
and are living not only in a
racialized world but also in the
world of a typical teenager, with
typical teenaged concerns.
Rather than making violence
and drugs the focus of his
book, Reynolds acknowledges
the presence of those things
and also includes concerns
that all Americans experience
every day. 
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Increasing Reading Stamina...
It's Now or Never!
How many times have you heard your child or other children
complain about how long it takes to read a passage, a novel, or
some other reading material? Today's students are often tasked
with reading multiple passages before completing a written
task or answering questions that requires comparing and
contrasting events/characters/themes from the text.

Teachers work tirelessly to �nd ways to build students' reading stamina. Reading stamina is
having the energy and the concentration to focus on reading for at least thirty continuous
minutes a day. For students who lack stamina, reading is a frustrating and unpleasant
experience, so they tend to read as little as possible. However, today, reading is a life skill
needed for college and career success, as well as for the joy that a personal reading life
brings. The good news is that you can help students boost their reading stamina at school and
at home by using the tips below.

Did you know you can help us right from the comfort of your home? Have your child start
small. Encourage your reader to gradually build stamina by reading self-selected books in �ve-
minute intervals--then ten minutes, and so on, until he/she is able to reach one hour. It is
important to remind readers that developing reading stamina is like training to run a mile in
less than eight minutes. Both require regular practice to increase energy and concentration.

Here are a few of our favorite tips to help students build reading stamina outside of the efforts
their teachers take on each day:

1. Value independent reading in your home. Remind your reader how to choose books that
they can read with ease by showing them the two- �nger method. Students read a page in
a text. If they encounter more than two words they can’t pronounce or whose meaning
they can’t �gure out from context, they save the book for another time and choose a
different one. It is important to choose books that are accessible and enjoyable if we
hope to motivate children to read at home.

2. Diminish Distractions. Reading is social. There will be times that a child wants to share
something he or she just read which is terri�c because it shows engagement with the
text. Encourage your child to use a soft voice while sharing with a family member during
home reading time. The fewer distractions, the easier it will be for readers to concentrate.

3. Create Comfortable Reading Spaces. Think about the places at home where you enjoy
reading. Most likely it’s in a comfortable chair, on an oversized pillow, or in bed. Does your
child have a similar space he can visit during reading time in the home? Carpet remnants
are easy to store; they can be stacked in a corner or closet. We encourage you to invite
your readers to �nd a comfortable space in the home; offer an upgrade to the area if it
would add a little excitement about reading time. 

There is so much joy that can be found inside a book. Join us in our quest to Read More
Brooks by creating a home environment that fosters a love of reading for you and your family.
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If you need help building your home library, please let us know! We would love to share some
of our favorite resources with you!

Brooks County Schools App
We love to keep our families in the know! If you have not already downloaded the BC Schools
app, wait no more!

Access sports scores, cafeteria menus, news updates, and even emergency noti�cations, right
from your pocket. Download the app on Android: http://bit.ly/2Gh6jxGor iPhone:

Report Card Pickup
Report Card Pickup is January 9, 2020 at 5:30. We look forward
to seeing parents and students in the new year! Make plans to
join us for information on the upcoming Georgia Milestones,
pick up report cards, and share a special note with your student
that will be delivered during Trojan Time on January 10th!

Please let us know if you have questions!

PBIS Update
BCMS PBIS Newsletter: bit.ly/bcmspbisDEC

Our PBIS Mission: Focus on the POSITIVE to unlock the
POTENTIAL

Our PBIS Vision: Creating a culture of positivity that will radiate
throughout our school, our community, and our world

Our PBIS Slogan: HAMMER2

Our students are Respectful
Our students are Responsible
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