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     The purpose of the production and distribution of the Quaker Shaker student newsmagazine is to 
report news to the student body of Plainfield High School. This paper aims to inform, entertain and 
educate our readers, as well as to sharpen their ability to think and to make informed decisions. The 
mission of the staff of the Quaker Shaker is to present information in an accurate, balanced, clear, 
factual, interesting and professional way, in as timely a manner as is possible in a monthly publication.
     Another function that the Quaker Shaker serves is to be an outlet for both 
student submissions and student opinions, through a variety of avenues.
In addition, the Quaker Shaker also serves as a training ground for those 
students who want to pursue a career in professional journalism or photography.
     Views expressed in letters to the editor, editorials, opinion pieces, and student 
submissions do no reflect the views of the Quaker Shaker staff or the Plainfield 
Community School Corporation. The Quaker Shaker is associated with the Indiana High 
School Press Association, the National Scholastic Press Association, Quill and Scroll 
National High School Journalism Honorary and the Journalism Education Association.
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On April 20, the hope for a bill to pass in Indiana granting protection to student journalists ran out of 
time. House Bill 1130 called for, among other matters, “Protections for student journalists; freedom of 
speech and freedom of press for grades 9 through 12 and state educational institution student journalists. 
Provides that a public school or school corporation may not suppress school-
sponsored media unless certain conditions apply.”

The bill looked like it had a decent change of approval, 
until an 11th hour surge of opposition from the Indiana 
Department of Education, which arose after some 
principals and superintendents complained. 

Although the bill didn’t pass on first try, it’s not 
unusual for a bill to require more than one attempt 
through the process to be passed, according to 
Indiana High School Press Association Director Diana 
Hadley. One of the reasons Hadley felt that some principals and 
superintendents were opposed to the language in the bill  was  a 

lack of understanding -- and fear. It is likely the fear was fueled 
by a recent incident in Pittsburg, Kansas, in which investigative 
journalism done by students on the school’s newspaper staff 
resulted in a story that exposed the lack of credentials of a newly-
hired principal, and subsequently, to that principal’s resignation.

The students in Kansas followed proper journalism protocol in 
their in-depth coverage, which is what the bill supported. Hadley 
explained, “The goal for HB 1130 to be passed was not to give 
students the right to print or broadcast anything they want.” 
According to Hadley, “it should allow student journalists and their 
advisers to provide lawful news coverage without fear of censorship 
or punishment.”

Steve Key, the executive director for the Hoosier State Press 
Association, was a strong supporter of the bill and spoke out after 
its demise, telling reporters from the Student Press Law Center that 
he felt “legal protections are vital for a free press in Indiana.” Key 
explained that while many administrators do not feel that there is a 
problem with censorship in student publications, it is only because 
students and advisers have learned to self-censor and stay away from 
“off-limits” topics. “You have students at the high school level who 
are basically not learning what journalism is,” Key said. “They’re 
learning how to be quiet, how to get along with administration and 

not make waves. That’s kind of contrary to the whole concept of having a robust freedom of speech and 
freedom of press so people can challenge authority and hold government representatives accountable.”

The New Voices bill had passed the House Education Committee as well as the full House 88-4 on the 
first vote. It also made it through the Senate Education and Career Development Committee. It wasn’t 
until the last minute when the votes were planned to be taken by the full Senate that the Department of 
Education opposed the bill, causing it to be withdrawn. 

“The Department of Education had voiced no concern until the final hour,” explained Hadley. “One of 
the senators called it an ‘ambush.’” 

The plan at this point is to regroup and continue working toward passage of New Voices legislation, 
according to Indiana State Representative Ed Clere, author of the original bill, who vowed to work on 
it “indefinitely” until it passed. Though she will soon be retiring from her position as IHSPA Director, 
Hadley noted, “I will continue to work for New Voices legislation. I think every citizen who cares about 
student voice should work for this legislation.”

Story by Alyssa Franklin and Ava Worthington

Legislation to increase rights of student journalists defeated at last minute 

SUCCESSFUL 
EDUCATION-

RELATED BILLS

Bills that made it to the 
governor for a signature 

or a veto:

HEA 1003:  Student Assessments
This bill extends the replacement 
of ISTEP until June 30, 2018, when 
a new statewide test, known as 
Indiana’s Learning Evaluation 
Assessment Readiness Network 
(ILEARN), will take its place. 
HEA 1003 eliminates end-of-
course assessments (ECAs) as a 
requirement for graduation as well.

HEA 1024:  Prayer in Schools
The bill purports to provide 
protections for students and 
parents, prohibiting school 
discrimination based on religion.
It allows students to freely engage 
in prayer and religious expression 
before, during or after school 
hours on school property. The 
bill also provides that students 
may express their religious 
beliefs without discrimination in 
assignments, artwork or other 
formats such as clothing.

SEA 108 Education Matters/
IEERB
Prohibits a student or a school from 
penalties due to student absences 
that are approved as educational 
activities. Also, permits a school 
board to deny transfer into a 
school district if the student has 
a history of unexcused absences 
and would potentially pose a 
problem of low attendance.

SEA 337 Study of Ethnic History 
and Racial Groups Course
Requires each school district to 
offer an elective course each year 
on ethnic and racial groups as part 
of the high school curriculum. 

Source:  ISTA Legislative Review

States that have 
New Voices legislation:

Iowa
Kansas

Massachusetts
Arkansas
Colorado
Oregon

California
North Dakota

Maryland 
Illinois 

California 
Washington 

Pennsylvania

19 
states currently have 

New Voices campaigns in 
the works
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“I think 
it would make sure 

that all student journalists 
can still say what they want in their 
newspaper. That way their opinions 
can still get out to the school, so not 

every school’s newspaper is the 
same.”

Sarah Meyer, 9

“If the 
topic is something 

controversial, students can 
learn more about it and those 

who published it won’t have to worry 
getting in trouble if New Voices is 

passed.”
Lindsey Bowling, 11

“It will 
have a positive 

effect on student journalists. 
Students will be able to express 

their feelings a lot better if the bill is 
passed.”

Alex Ortiz, 12

“I think 
it’ll affect students 

in a way where their opinions 
really matter. It’s more of how will it 

work and if they say the right things.”
Gavin Leming, 10



Contrary to Wade, social studies teacher Patrick Cavanaugh 
expressed some doubts about the first 100 days.  “I’m very, very nervous 
[about the next three years],” Cavanaugh said. “I understand that one of 
his goals is to try to protect the citizens of our country, but I’m anxious 
as we have different conflicts around the world that we are involved in: 
with North Korea, Syria, and the like. 

“I’m anxious to see if the number of jobs he’s going to bring to the 
country continues to increase, but I also know that if he continues to 
shut our borders down, then that will lead to an increase in prices on 
the shelves. I’m overall very anxious, but in a bigger picture, I hope he 
learns to be a little more presidential, because right now, in my opinion, 
he is an embarrassment.”

Cavanaugh then weighed in on what has surprised him most about 
the President. “Just the fact that [Trump] is the president [has surprised 

me the most],” explained Cavanaugh. “It’s 
just ludicrous to me that he’s our president. 
It’s a sad reflection of our political system 
right now, where the Democratic party or an 
independent party could not put up a better fight 
or a better candidate. I’m not against shaking 
up Washington or the status quo, but at the end 
of the day, the people have to get along to get 
things done that will help our country and the 
fact that Donald Trump is the best that we have 
to offer makes me really, really sad.”

Senior Madeline Richmond had similar 
thoughts to those of Cavanaugh. “I wasn’t really 
sure [how the first 100 days of the presidency 
would go]. I think [President Trump]’s kind of 
a loose cannon and I thought that throughout 
his whole campaign, but I was trying to be 

optimistic about it,” explained Richmond. “I was trying to think he 
would do the best he could do as President. I think I was right in that he 
was kind of a loose cannon. He’s signed more executive orders than he 
has proposed bills to Congress in the first 100 days. The rhetoric that he 
uses when he speaks is not very presidential [either], in some cases.”

Richmond also added what surprised her most about President 
Trump. “I’m surprised that he didn’t know the name of the leader of 
North Korea. When he just referred to him as ‘that guy’ in an interview, 
I was very surprised,” Richmond said. “I think that the idea that we 
have a man in charge who doesn’t know the global leaders around the 
world and who doesn’t really understand where we’re launching drone 
strikes is alarming.”

Overall, views about how President Trump is doing thus far seem 
to be mixed. Some, such as Wade, say that the President is doing an 
overall acceptable job. Others, like Cavanaugh and Richmond, argue 
that he perhaps isn’t as doing as well as he could. 

“His effectiveness, in terms of getting things done, would maybe be a 
six [out of ten],” said Richmond. “But in terms of effectiveness for what 
I think needs to get done, I’d say a three or a four.”

Story by Kyle Griffin

On January 20, 2017, President Donald Trump took the oath of office 
and became the 45th President of the United States. And as of April 30, 
President Trump has been in office for 100 days. 

During these 100 days, five major events took place. This chain of 
occurrences started just three days after he took office, starting with the 
abandonment of the Trans-Pacific Trade Partnership, which had been 
created by former President Barack Obama.

Two days following this executive order, President Trump signed 
another order, this time concerning border security – or as most people 
know it, “the wall.” Two days later, on the January 27, the President 
signed a third executive order. This one was known as “Protecting the 
Nation from Foreign Terrorist Entry into the United States,” but came 
to be known by most simply as the “Immigrant Ban.”

Four days passed without any highly important executive orders. 
Then, President Trump nominated Judge Neil 
Gorsuch for the spot of a Supreme Court Justice 
– almost a full year since Justice Antonin Scalia 
passed away, leaving the position open. It 
wasn’t until April 7, however, that Gorsuch was 
confirmed as the next Supreme Court Justice.

Just a day before Gorsuch’s confirmation, 
perhaps the most major event of Trump’s 
presidency thus far occurred: the bombing of 
Syria. On the night of April 6, 59 Tomahawk 
missiles were launched at Shayrat Airbase in 
Syria. It was a response to a chemical attack 
that took place on April 4 in Khan Shaykhun of 
Syria. Multiple countries, including the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Turkey and France, 
attributed this attack to the Syrian President 
Bashar Assad.

While many important events took place during the past 100 days, 
only time will tell what effect these choices will have on President 
Trump’s presidency. Sophomore Jeremyah Wade, however, was 
willing to speculate. “Considering that the health care thing was quite a 
mess (I was actually against it because it was just a mess and replacing a 
mess with a mess doesn’t solve anything),” Wade explained, “hopefully, 
they can get something done with health care, and hopefully we can 
shore up foreign policy. I hope he doesn’t get us into any foreign wars 
without just cause. [That’s what I hope for the next three years.]”

Wade also had made quite a bit of speculation before President Trump 
was sworn in. “I was optimistic [about President Trump’s first 100 days 
in office],” said Wade. “I think that, considering his record with his 
companies and everything, that it would go well. I did a lot of research 
on how he performed with his businesses, so I made a judgment that 
way. I was very optimistic, and he’s gotten a lot done in his first 100 
days. I think I was right in a lot of [my predictions]. I didn’t expect him 
to sign too many executive orders, considering he has the Senate and 
the House of Representatives on his side. I figured he would try to get 
the laws passed through that way, instead of executive fiat.”

4   Feature

days:
A look at  President Trump’s 

first 100 days in office

Do you support what 
President Trump has 

done so far in his first 
100 days?

Yes: 55%
No: 45%

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 4/17 by Mason Burress

“The most surprising thing 
that he’s done is bombing 
Syria. That could possibly 
start a war with Russia, 

as they’re no longer 
communicating with us.”

Will Payton, 9

“I think that the most 
surprising thing he’s done 

is launching a surprise 
missile attack on Syria. 

[That’s] because we are 
trying to fix our relations 

with Russia, and this isn’t 
helping.”

Ryan Beck, 10

“I’d say that it’s how 
quickly he persuaded 
Congress to change 

Obamacare. They had 
been talking about 

changing it for a long 
time, but they never 

got around to it.”
Melinda Goda, 11
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“To me, the most surprising 
thing about Trump’s 

presidency is how many of 
his promises he has followed 
through on. In order for this 
to occur, he has to work with 
members of Congress from 

both sides of the aisle.”
Emily Burnette, 12
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Join forces and change lives with 
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Presenting diversity:
Sesame Street introduces first muppet with autism
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"I do think it is important to 
add diversity 

in TV shows. 
Diversity 
seems to 

strengthen 
many things and 

provides different views 
[for] many people, rather 
than focusing on a certain 
group of the same culture, 
language, etc." 

Kavneet Kaur, 10

“I think representation is 
incredibly 

important 
in today’s 
society, 

especially for 
our youth. I think 

it’s important to show all walks 
of life and to start teaching 
people to understand one 
another while they’re young 
so they can become more 
empathetic.”

Seannah Backus, 12

“I think [diversity] is really 
important. It’s 

important for 
young kids to 
grow and see 

different ways 
that people work. 

It can affect a person [on] how 
they act or feel [toward people 
who have disabilities]. I have 
a sister with special needs 
--cerebral palsy. She has 
changed who I am.”

 Paul Durrell, 9

“I think it’s important 
to include 

everybody, but 
I don’t think 
people should 

get offended 
when they don’t get 

included. I think it’s cool that 
they are showing that autism 
has a part in our society. I 
think it’s very cool that they 
took that step out there.”

William Beanblossom, 11

For over 40 years, Sesame 
Street has encouraged children 
to learn and be kind to their 
peers by using a friendly and 
colorful cast. Recently, a new 
muppet was added to the team. 
Julia is a shy, red-headed girl 
who is the first muppet to 
have autism – a condition that 
makes one have difficulty in 
communicating with others 
and forming relationships. 

Throughout her episode, 
Julia shows different symptoms 
of autism, such as inability to 
process information, need of 
repetition to understand and 
overstimulation. According 
to CBS news, the producers of Sesame 
Street worked closely with autism 
organizations, educators and families 
in order to accurately portray Julia.

Special education teacher Jessica 
Breidinger believes that Julia is a positive 
addition, but is not 100 percent foolproof. 

“As far as representing disabilities, I think 
it’s positive because it’s getting the world to 
see [some] different disabilities, and become 
more comfortable with them,” she said. 
“Unfortunately, though a lot of disabilities 
can be defined as autistic or Down 
Syndrome, it represents itself individually 
in each child. Even though it’s awesome 
that they have that character, she is just one 
version of autism. But, it’s good that it’s 
getting out there. It’s showing the more kind 
of norm and common struggles of autism.” 

Autism varies greatly depending 
on each individual, according to 

nationalautismassociation.org. No two people 
with autism are exactly alike. Senior Helen 
Zoss agreed that representation is important, 
especially among young adolescents. 

“It is essential to be able to see someone and 
relate to him or her as we grow,” said Zoss. 
“One way we learn is by watching those who 
are like us and by learning to love our unique 
qualities, so I do think it is important to see that 
representation in our television shows and media. 

Julia’s debut has been met with mixed 
reviews. According to snopes.com, anti-
vaxxers are furious at the makers of Sesame 
Street for “normalizing autism.” The increase 
of diagnosis in autism has grown over the years. 
It is estimated that 1 in 68 children are autistic, 
according to nationalautismassociation.org.

“Unfortunately, I think there are people in 
our society who would make a big deal about 
the idea of autistic character in Sesame Street, 
which could mean that it was a risk introducing 
the character, but I personally see no issue 

with it,” 
said Zoss.  

F r e s h m a n 
R e a g a n 
Britton agrees that even 
with possible backlash that 
Sesame Street could recieve, 
representation in the media is 
important for a child’s growth. 

“I think representation in 
media is definitely important 
because a lot of people don’t 
really know about some issues 
like autism and other disabilities. 
The media helps people learn 
about these things and how they 
are and how we can help people 
with these disabilities,” said 

Britton. “They took a risk just with the fact 
if they were to portray the character wrong, 
it would offend a lot of people. I think 
it’s a good thing that they have an autistic 
character, because it helps not separating 
special needs kids from [allistic people].” 

Breidinger also believes that the 
positives will outweigh the negatives. 

“It’s going to open up about kids in the 
classroom since they’ll have autistic kids 
in their classroom. I think some might feel 
confused or surprised and not understand 
at first. I think as long as they explain 
it and continue explaining it and giving 
examples it will help them understand it 
better,” said Breindinger. “[It’s good for 
kids to be exposed at a young age] because 
you’re giving your child a better chance 
of being a more understanding adult.”

Story by Chase Cupples

Possible traits of Autism
• poor eye contact
• compulsive behavior
• overstimulation 
• repetitive 
movements
• anxiety
• intense interest in 
limited number of 
things

Source: Mayo Clinic

Image source: cbsnews.com
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IN A COMPETITIVE match of ping 
pong, junior Ben Grytza keeps his 
focus on the ball. “It’s important to go 
to the Riley Dance Marathon because 
you raise money for the kids of Riley,” 
said Grytza. “Riley Dance Marathon 
can help cover the costs of some 
treatments.” He added that this was 
his first time going to the Riley Dance 
Marathon and he enjoyed it. 
Photo by Connor Evans 
 

CELEBRATING HIS VICTORY against 
teacher Adam Ferguson, junior Seth 
Santiago takes his victory lap. “My 
favorite food was the wings they had 
from Wings Etc,” said Santiago. “I heard 
the food was free and unlimited and it 
was really cheap to get in, only $10.” 
Photo by Connor Evans

AS HE SNAGS the ball from junior Nathan 
Dennison, junior Matt Stone makes the 
play. “I went to the Riley Dance Marathon to 
support the kids who go to Riley,” said Stone. 
“I also heard it was going to be a lot of fun.  
If I could compare Riley Dance Marathon 
to another activity, it is kind of like middle 
school Rec Night.”  Stone added that his 
favorite activity at the event was dodgeball. 
Photo by Connor Evans

Emily Gist, 12 ; Isabelle Stead, 9; Sarah 
Craney, 9; Maggie Thompson, 9; Tarek 
Matar, 9; Kyla Smith, 9

Photo by Connor Evans

WITH A STEADY HAND, freshman Valerie Seiler tries to stop junior 
Carli Perry from rolling over her with an inflatable ball. “The Riley Dance 
Marathon is just a really important thing,” said Seiler. “Riley doesn’t give 
their patients bills for what they do, so they have to get their funding 
somehow.” Seiler said she was happy to support a great cause with so 
many other students. Photo by Mason Burress

Chris Underhill, 9Photo by Mason Burress
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In high school, there is a clear division between the band geeks, choir 
nerds, athletes and scholars. Sophomore Kallie Fox blurs all of those 
lines on the academic, athletic and musical scale. She is someone who 
enjoys keeping busy during the calendar year and balancing home life 

with school. 
Not only does she participate in multiple extracurricular activities, she 

recognizes just how important grades are. “Besides luck, [I keep my grades 
up by doing] homework. I just do my homework all the time. It’s all I do. I 
don’t have time for anything else,” she said. “Extracurricular activities help 
me out. They help me out because they give me a sense of responsibility 
and makes me overall more mature. When I’m marching, they make us 
realize that it’s not just about us, but it’s for the whole band, and if you don’t 
personally improve then the whole band won’t improve either.”

According to bigfuture.collegeboard.org, “Extracurricular activities 
also play a part when you apply to colleges. That’s because . . . your 
accomplishments outside the classroom show what you’re passionate about 
and that you have qualities valued by colleges.”

With the future in mind, Fox juggles between marching band, dancing, 
playing musical instruments on her own time and winter guard. Between all 
of those activities, she manages to keep a high GPA and participate in honors 
and advanced placement classes. 

Despite being involved in different activities; Fox says that marching 
band is definitely her favorite. “Everyone is like a second family,” she said. 
“Whenever someone is having a bad day, most of the band will do whatever 
they can to make that person feel better. We make sure that everyone is 
included in everything,” she said.

Fox believes that having a friendly, inclusive environment is particularly 
important to teenagers. “I do think that teenagers need that type of 
environment,” she said. “It doesn’t have to be band, but I do think that 
teenagers should have a group of people to hang out with who are good 
influences. I do think that there are quite a few students in the high school 
who don’t have the best of influences.”

cess of anyone, said Fox. “I wouldn’t be where I am today without my 
friends. They support me so much and they are always honest with me if they 
think I’m doing something I shouldn’t be doing,” she said. Fox knows that 
without her group of friends, she wouldn’t nearly be as happy as she is right 
now and she wouldn’t have accomplished all that she has in her life. In both 
the physical and emotional sense, her friends have helped her out. 

Fox acknowledges the need for both emotional and physical investment 
to be successful in the future. “Emotionally, I always make sure I sleep a 
decent amount of hours; that way, I’m able to focus in class (most of the 
time) and I always have to make sure I complete my homework because 
it helps me feel more stable and I won’t feel like I’m in a rush to get done. 
It balances with my home life because if I maintain my grades, then my 
grandparents will be happy (therefore they won’t annoy me),” she said. 
“And then, I always make sure my homework comes before extracurricular 
activities. Physically, I make sure to do all of my homework early enough so I 
will still have time to spend with my family. Even though my extracurricular 

activities take up a huge part of my time during 
breaks, I work on my homework and then I continue 
to practice. But that’s only during marching band season.”

Fox has also been playing the flute ever since middle school 
and hasn’t even thought about stopping. She is now 3rd chair 
in the Plainfield High School marching band. “In the 6th grade, I 
sucked at singing and I wanted to learn to play an instrument. I got into it 
because when I was first learning to play the flute, I listened to professionals’ 
play. I thought to myself, I want to play like that one day. So from then on I 
continued to pursue music.” 

However, her plans for the future have changed as she has gotten older. 
“Now, I wouldn’t want to pursue it as a career but I still would want to do it in 
the future as a hobby. I would love to incorporate music into my professional 
life, but I think that will be almost impossible. I would’ve liked to go into the 
music industry, but I don’t think that would work. Now, I would like to work 
in the emergency room as a general surgeon.” 

Performing surgeries and saving people lives intrigue Fox because helping 
people is really important to her. “I want to help anyone I can and change 
someone’s life. Even if I helped save one person it would make all the 
difference in the world for me.”

Not only does she keep the rhythm going in school, she also dances outside 
of school, on her own time. “When I was younger, my grandparents signed 
me up for ballet, jazz, and hip hop classes because I told them I wanted to be 
a dancer when I grew up,” she said. 

Through dance, Fox has become good friends with Japanese exchange 
student, Shiori Shekiyama. “Definitely, dance made us closer. We often 
watch dance videos on YouTube on the bus,” Shekiyama said. “I am really 
glad that I found a friend who has similar interests as me and make me 
comfortable. Especially the first couple of weeks of my exchange year, I 
didn’t know anyone in this school, so I feel more comfortable when I talk 
to her.”

During marching season, Fox is busy with drills and music sheets, but she 
didn’t want to just stop after the season ended. “I didn’t want to quit being a 
part of an extracurricular when marching season was over,” she said. “Then 
they announced that there were winter guard tryouts. I thought that guard 
looked really cool, so a couple of my friends and I went to the tryouts and 
ever since then, I have joined winter guard each winter season.”

She has put her dance and music experience into winter guard. Knowing 
rhythm and having a desire to do well has aided her and will for the rest of 
her life. “I think band did [help me in dance] because it really helps when it 
comes to having a sense of rhythm,” she said.

Despite doing so many different things, Fox makes sure to know her 
boundaries. “I think sometimes [doing so many things] can hurt me because 
I’ve been doing most of these activities for my whole life, and if I mess up, I 
am really hard on myself. Sometimes I do push myself to the extreme, but I 
do have high expectations on myself by doing all of these activities. I would 
advise anyone who is pushing themselves to take a step back for a second and 
breathe. You won’t get it perfect right away, but you’ll get there.”

Story by Molly Trivett; Photos by Juliann Schroer

Sophomore Kallie Fox
defies stereotyping 

Fox’s 
Formula

for Success
 1. Do not procrastinate
2. Do not complain if 

 you did not get the grade 
you wanted

 3. Make sure to let your 
friends help you. Do not do      
       everything on your own.
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Plainfield
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Plainfield



“I do believe identity theft 
is a problem because 

it’s allowing more 
opportunities to steal more 

information from others. 
Money is also why more 
people are driven to it. 
If someone has a lot of 
money, a thief would be 
more likely to go after 

them.”
Grant Sanders, 9

“I think identity theft is 
becoming a problem. My 

brother once lost his credit 
card and had his identity 

stolen. He was upset about 
it. Then my family had to 

help find out who it was to 
get the situation worked 

out.”
Paige Dramann, 10

“With new technology 
coming out, it’s easier 

for people to fake being 
someone else. Although 
I haven’t known anyone 
personally affected by 
it, identity theft is still a 
problem. I think there 
are many things being 

done to help slow down 
identity theft, though.”
Christopher Boger, 11

“I do think theft is 
becoming more of a 

problem because of the 
internet. The internet 

makes it easier for people 
to obtain your information 
and assume your identity. 
It is also easier to fall into 

traps and unknowingly 
give your information to 

untrustworthy sites.”
Rochelle Adjei, 12

Last year, 15.4 million U.S. consumers were victims 
of identity theft, while in 2002 only U.S. consumers were 
affected, according to iii.org and govtech.com. Couple 
that with the fact that there are 94 million iPhones users 
in the United States, as well as five million owners of 
the Echo smart speaker and it is evident that the large 
number of these two technologies and the increase of 
those that have been victim of identity theft seem to 
go hand-in-hand. Back in 2002, when the number of 
identity theft cases were significantly lower, new and 
popular technologies didn’t exist. 

Without even thinking about it, most people in 
today’s society use technology 
in many aspects of their daily 
routine. New technology is 
causing people to become more 
vulnerable and easier targets 
for identity theft. 

“Technology is advancing 
faster than people can properly 
learn how to use it. Very 
few people read instruction 
manuals or learn how to protect 
themselves,” said computer 
science teacher Shane Abrell. 
 

With criminals always 
looking for new ways to 
steal someone’s identity, not 
learning how to properly use 
the technology has only helped 
criminals have more ways to gain access to information.

“The increase in the need and want for computers, 
smart phones, etc. has increased the risk for a greater 
population of possible victims. Oftentimes, people 
have no idea they are making themselves vulnerable,” 
explained Abrell. 

For example, earlier this year, a data breach hit close 
to home, affecting 17,000 Hoosiers. The nursing home 
chain American Senior Communities fell victim to an 
email scam targeting the information of employees’ 
W-2 tax information. This happened when an email 
was sent mid-January by what seemed to be a company 
official. A payroll processor of ASC responded to the 
alleged company official with names, social security 
numbersand addresses of employees. According to the 
Indianapolis Star, it wasn’t until February 17 when 
employees tax returns were being rejected because they 
had already been filed on their behalf. This incident 
is just one of many that has happened in recent times 

because of the increase in technology. 

For many people, especially younger generations, 
the voices of Apple’s Siri and Amazon’s Alexa are 
something they are used to. They are used to ask 
questions and perform tasks -- but what if they’re 
listening ... when they are not being actively used? This 
raises many privacy concerns. 

“[With the way technology is advancing] it’s enabling 
more cases of identity theft rather than reducing the 
issue,” said senior Kiana Cossio. 

Apple previously disclosed that they do store 
recordings for up to two years. The recordings can also 
be accessed by a third party. This begins to raise many 

concerns as often these recordings 
are not encrypted, therefore 
making them more accessible to 
hackers, said telegraph.co.uk. The 
danger in these recordings from 
devices such as iPhones with Siri 
and Amazon Echo speakers with 
Siri begins when the recordings get 
into the wrong hands. With the way 
policies are on who can access the 
recordings gained from them and 
how long they’re stored, it’s not 
“what if,” it’s a matter of “when.”

Even though there are many 
downsides to technological 
advances, there is still a lot of 
good within it. “[The problem with 
identity theft can be controlled] 
by resetting your passwords and 

keeping them safe from other people,” stated junior 
Matthew Muller. 

Agreeing with Muller, Cossio added, “People need to 
stop being so careless and too trusting. They’re becoming 
too lenient with where they put personal information and 
they don’t learn how to use the technology they have,” 

The most frightening aspect of identity theft is that 
it could happen without a person even knowing, and 
once discovered, it could be too late. Less than half of 
all cases that are reported are ever investigated. Often, 
cases are not investigated because the police need a 
location of where the crime happened. 

“Education is one of the key factors to keep 
information secure,” said Abrell. “Some people need 
to be shown. Parents will often look to their children 
for help but unfortunately children are often short and 
impatient. We must take the time to research how to 
protect ourselves and the younger generation must be 
willing and patient with adults to help them understand. 
Often, it takes more than just reading an article. ”

Story by  Alyssa Franklin

8    Feature

QS Late Spring 2017

WHO ARE YOU?
Cases of identity theft on the rise as victims

try to protect their personal information

__ In 2014, more than 1 billion records 
containing personally identifiable 

information were leaked.
__ The number one consumer complaint 

to the U.S. Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) in 2014 was identity theft. It has 
ranked 1st place for 15 years running.

__ Children are susceptible to identity 
theft. Since most people under 18 are not 
actively applying for credit or monitoring 

it, minors can become easy prey.
__ 19 people become victims of identity 

theft every minute.
__ The average victim can expect to 

spend $500 dollars and 30 hours on 
average resolving each identity theft 

crime.

Source:  https://www.safesmartliving.com/identity-theft-
statistics/
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Earth Day

“Save the Earth!”, “Go Green!” and “Reduce, 
Reuse, and Recycle!” are common phrases that 
everyone has heard before. And on Earth Day, 
these phrases, along with many others, are 
shared and spread in order to raise awareness 
and the environment. Founded in 1970 as a day 
of education about environmental losses, Earth 
Day is now a globally-celebrated holiday, and it 
sometimes extended to Earth Week, according to 
history.com.

According to salon.com, an average 
American throws away about 
4.4 pounds of trash per day. 
That amounts to more than 
70,000 tons of trash, just from 
Americans. These tons of 
trash are collected and then 
thrown into a landfill with 
other trash, some that could 
have been reused and recycled

Freshman Amanda Sheckles 
Paul agrees that trash is one of the 
more pressing matters in environmental 
protection. “The big [problem] I can think of 
is littering,” she said, “because when I leave my 
house in the morning [the earth] looks terrible.” 

In 2015, the United States reached a recycling 
rate of 34.3%. Recycling intercepted 87.2 
million tons from reaching landfills in 2013, 
according to salon.com. 

Another pressing issue, deforestation has 
affected the environment for many years, 

“I’m very passionate about saving 
animals and the environment. Every 
second, the earth is getting polluted 
with gasses and garbage. The 
environment is the most important 
resource for life. We get water, 
oxygen and power from it. 

We aren’t the only beings who 
inhabit the Earth. We need to be 
mindful and considerate of the 
other beings we share this planet 
with. Our actions make us solely 
responsible for all types of pollution 
we have. Our bad actions are 
causing global warming which is 
making certain places of the earth 
have awful droughts. So many 
kinds of animals are dying from 
dehydration. Two thirds of the great 
barrier reef is dying and so many of 
the beings that live there are dying 
with it. 

This also causes more flooding 
and will eventually lead in the 
flooding of Florida and some parts of 
the Gulf of Mexico. It will also cause 
the extinction of many plants and 
animal species. 

We need to recycle more, ride a 
bike or walk more often and avoid 
wasting water. There’s so many 
simple things we can do to help the 
environment, it’s just the matter of 
doing them. I have CLF bulbs in my 
home to save energy, I try not to 
waste water and I recycle. There’s 
honestly hundreds of simple things 
we can do to help our environment. 
I think Earth Day is important 
because it focuses on environmental 
issues that the world faces. Also, it 
dedicates a day, and in some places 
a whole week, of activities focused 
on bettering the Earth. These are 
some reasons why we need to put 
more of an effort into bettering the 
planet.” 

Katherine Gonzalez, 12

“[Ways we can protect the 
environment is] don’t litter 
and recycle. [If we don’t] 
more junk will fill in trash 

piles and junk yards. [It is an 
important matter] because the 
trash is growing quickly. We 

would have to ruin our land to 
make more room for it. Yeah 
[I think we are already ruining 

the Earth].”
Ethan Wallace, 9: 

Why is it 
important 
to take 

care of the 
earth?

killing 18 million acres of forest trees per year, 
according to conserve-energy-future.com. 

According to conserve-energy-future.
com, forests cover only 30% of earth’s land. 
Sophomore Nolan Mennonno is one of many 
people who thinks that deforestation is the most 
damaging thing that is happening to the planet 
right now. “A lot of trees all over the world, 
especially those in the rainforests, are being cut 

down and not enough are being replanted. 
I’ve read that deforestation increases 

global temperature and obviously 
decreases the amount of oxygen 

in the atmosphere,” he said. 
“We get a lot of important 
resources for our medicines 
from trees and I think that 
is very important to be a lot 
more careful about how we 

treat our trees.” 
In 2015, the World Bank 

counted 7.347 billion people that 
populate the Earth. Theoretically, if 

each person deposits one pound of trash 
to landfills per week, 3,673,500 tons would be 
collected. 

Sheckles Paul has a simple, but very important 
suggestion for a solution to the growing problem. 
She advises:  “Pick up and be careful with your 
waste.” 

Story by Anu Nattam and Maggie McGuire 

Do
 yo

u t
ry 

to p
rotect the environm

ent?

Yes: 
39%
No: 
61%

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 
4/14 by Maggie McGuire and

Anu Nattam

Loving Mother Earth

“If we take care of it, we 
won’t have problems in the 
future. We could have trash 
everywhere and not enough 

supplies in the future. I think if 
we did it immediately, then we 
wouldn’t have to worry about 
it later on. Solutions can be 
recycling and throwing away 

trash; going out and picking up 
trash around the community.”

Lauren Taylor, 10 

“I have been brought up really 
close with the idea that we 
need the environment. We 

should help the environment 
instead of hurt it. [Earth Day] 

is to bring more attention 
to the environment. In 20 

years, our earth might be a 
lot dirtier. People should start 
composting, recycling and not 

cutting down trees.”
Zachary Keith, 11

“It is an important topic 
because there are a lot of 

things going on that’s affecting 
the environment, like the 

pipelines. If we don’t bring 
awareness to that it will be 

too late. Some efforts I know 
of to stop the pipelines are 

protesting, blocking and 
famous people trying to get 

the idea that this is not good.” 
Abigale Hillman, 12
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''Ashton is a great leader for the team. 
She is the one that leads by example. No 
matter what happens to Ashton during a 
game or practice (good or bad), she has 

the same attitude. She works very hard in 
the off-  season to get better by lifting and 
playing on a travel team in the summer. 

She attended nearly all of the open gyms 
or Coach Vanderbush’s workouts to get 
better in the off-season. I never have to 

get on her about working hard. “ 

“We’ve been playing together forever. I’ve known her 
since I was like 10. She’s just so good; she is just one 
of those girls who can help you with literally everything. 
Ashton is great teammate, and she’s a great captain. As 
of right now, all of us seniors are helping one another 
learn how to hit the ball better and she’s taking a huge 
part in that. I’d say she is the best person to go to for 
advice on how to do something better.

If she has to do something different, she doesn’t 
complain about it, she just goes and does it. She’s just a 
great teammate and a bomb softball player.” 

1

2

3

KEYS TO
SUCCESS

“I have been playing travel softball since I was 
eight, and ten years later I am living my dream out. 
It has taken me all over the US, from the west coast 
to the east coast to down south. 

I will be attending Miami University this fall to 
play Division One softball. I chose Miami University 
because the campus and softball faculties are 
gorgeous. The percentage of people that have 
gone to Miami University and have gotten a job 
right out of college is super high. It has kept me out 
of all kinds of trouble because I was scared to get 
caught doing something illegal and then lose my 
scholarship that I had worked so hard for. 

Softball has impacted my life in a positive way. 
It has helped me make friends all over the US. 
Oklahoma is by far my favorite place I have visited 
because it is so pretty out there. Everyone is super 
nice, the weather is beautiful and we won ASA 
Nationals there. I wouldn’t change my life of softball 
for anything; it is who I am.” 

  Ashton Slone, 12

Slone 
A

sh
to

n  

Family 
“All the sacrifices they have 
made, all the money they 
have paid, and all the driving 
we have had to do. I for sure 
would not be where I am 
without them. These past 10 
years have not been cheap 
for my parents at all, but 
I know that it has paid off 
because I am getting most 
of my college paid for. I am 
getting to live my dream 
because they have allowed 
me to.”

Determination
“I may have had some bad 
games and games that didn’t 
go my way but I never gave 
up. I never quit trying on this 
dream I have dreamt since I 
was 8. All the hours and hard 
work I have put it and all the 
sacrifices of not being able to 
do things because of softball 
will soon pay off.”

Teammates 
and coaches 
“My friends and coaches 
have helped me succeed a 
lot. My coaches have pushed 
me to be the best I can be. 
The number of friends I have 
made along this journey 
makes it all worth it.” 

Jamie Lydick, coach 

Taylor Dykins, 12 
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Having a busy schedule can be overwhelming; this can make fast 
food seem like a quick and simple option for dinner. Despite fast food 
being easy for time-crunched nights, it may not be the healthiest choice.  
That is just one of the many reasons catering is a growing business in 
today’s fast paced world.

 ‘What’s Cooking?’ is a family-owned catering and culinary business. 
Ginny Vornholt started her service to allow busy families to have 
home-cooked, healthy meals to enjoy. Ginny caters for events, as well 

as having home-cooked 
meals ready for pick-
up two nights a week. 
She does specialized 
orders for vegans, 
people with medical 
issues and anyone 
who asks for a specific 
order. This allows her 
business to surpass the 
other catering business 
around Hendrick’s 
County. 

On Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, she prepares 
meals for people to pick 

up or for her to drop off to customers. Ginny focuses on healthy meals 
for Tuesdays and on Thursdays she makes comfort food. For Ginny 
and her daughter Julie Vornholt, the business is truly about meeting 
people’s needs with both the food and prices. Whether it is graduation 
parties, weddings or just a family dinner for a night, Ginny assures 
everyone a home-cooked meal at a reasonable price. 

The Quaker Shaker staff had ‘What’s Cooking?’ cater for a worknight. 
As for pricing, it was exceptionally reasonable, at just $5 per person. 
The food was served family-style in large containers with plates and 
silverware; we also received to-go boxes for the leftovers. The food 
arrived on time and was set up quickly and hot food was kept at perfect 
temperatures. We were served pulled pork BBQ sandwiches, macaroni 
and cheese, Hawaiian chicken, pasta salad, green beans, stuffed chicken, 
and cupcakes; they were all well-made, delicious, and very much worth 

OWNER OF ‘WHAT’S COOKING?’ Ginny Vornholt sets the table with her 
high quality catering for a news magazine work night. “I think the biggest 
difference in our [business] is that we try to customize each thing we do,” said 
Vornholt. “We work with people. There is no set budget or menu.” She went on 
to describe how her business is more personal. “It is very dear to my heart that 
when someone is in need to take that one worry [making meals] off of them,” 
Vornholt said. She added that her favorite part about the business is meeting 
peoples needs.

 “[I would prefer] catering. You get 
a lot of options. In my experience, 

catered food is better quality 
[compared to fast food] 

most of the time.”
Jacob Whitaker, 12

Homemade goodness 
delivered to your door

What’s Cooking catering 
company offers fresh-made 

fare at reasonable prices

the price. Overall, the meal was great tasting and perfectly filling.
With the awesome price point, great tasting food and convenience, 

“What’s Cooking?” deserves praise for its high quality as well as its 
delicious fare. Nowadays, fast food seems like the easiest and quickest 
option for a bite to eat on a busy day; however, there are always healthy 
and quality alternatives in the form of catering; ‘What’s Cooking?’ 
happens to be one of the best around.

Review by Kyra Howard and Jack Estes

“I would prefer catering. You don’t 
have to worry about how busy [the 
restaurant] is or how long you will 
have to wait for your food. Fast 
food may not be very healthy, but 
catering that is homemade could 
be healthier. I would just like to 
have something different than fast 
food.”

Conner Wright, 9

“I probably would just go out [to a 
fast food place]. It’s easier to go 

there yourself than having to bring 
it back. It’s also easier for people 

to meet up some places that’s 
convenient for all of them.”
Victoria Kinnamon, 10

“[I’d prefer] going out to get fast 
food because I really like fast 
food. It’s faster [than catering]. 
I have never had catering so I 
would rather stick with what I 

know, just in case I don’t like it.”
Sierra Abke, 11



12   Editorial

OUR PERSPECTIVE: 
We feel that parents sometimes put 

too much pressure on their children to 
follow a certain career path. 

Student Perspectives

POLL

Source:  Student poll, 100 students, 4/13 by Kayla Mays and Dustin Frye

No
YesSAY 

WHAT?
Interesting 

conversations 
heard around 

the school

“He called me his white box of choclate.”

“Even he got a B, and he takes tests like a 

wizard.”

“Lion slippers are a good way to prevent 

whales from stealing your breakfast.”

“I don’t need my boyfriend, I’m going to Prom 

with my boyfriend’s dad.”

“I’m not even kidney.”

QS Late Spring 2017

Do your parents pressure you 
to follow a certain career path?

Age, dedication, phases and more: all used 
against teens by their parents to justify pushing 
them into a specific line of work. “It’s just a 
phase,” or “You’re only 16! You don’t know 
what you want”  are the words parents use 
when trying to convince their child to follow a 
particular career path.

Parents putting pressure on their children 
to “become a ________” (fill in the blank with 
doctor, lawyer, etc.) has been an issue for 
ages. Often, these students feel helpless, as if 
their side isn’t heard and their interests aren’t 
taken into account. 

Over one half of the Quaker Shaker staff 
feels pressured by their parents regarding 
careers and academics. Although parents feel 
like they are doing what’s best for the child, in 
reality they might be pushing aside their child’s 
aspirations. Many teens feel like their parents 
are living vicariously through them and feel they 
cannot make any decisions for themselves. 

Oftentimes, teens think they are fighting a 
losing battle when it comes to career decisions. 
Many parents push certain careers, education 
and sports on their kids, yet the kids are too 
afraid to confront them because they don’t want 
to disappoint them. So instead, they deal with 
doing whatever it is their parents want them to 
do, and because of this, they become annoyed 
and frustrated. Students feel as if their parents 
are not listening to what they actually want to 
do because parents think they are too young to 
make any major decisions.

The Quaker Shaker staff came up with some 
ideas to assist students in getting parents to 
take into account their own interests. A good 

thing to remember is that communication 
is key. Teens may feel anxious to express 
themselves to their parents; however, 
they must understand that their parents 
are not mind readers -- so expressing 
desires and dreams is a necessary part 
of the much-needed dialogue.

Maintaining a line of open and honest 
communication can be crucial to fully 
understanding each other. Calmly and 
openly talking about the issue and why it 
exists can exhibit maturity and empathy 
in both parties. Without this, it can be 
hard to resolve the problem and reach 
a solution that pleases both the student 
and the parents.

Phases and fads are temporary 
interests that typically go away after 
some short amount of time. Parents 
can believe that their children’s interests 
are simply phases, and in turn, they 
take them less seriously. They avoid 
putting in lots of time and money toward 
these interests, and instead they push 
things they think could be more long-
lasting. Proving dedication toward these 
interests can cause parents to take 
them seriously. By getting involved in 
whatever the student’s interests include, 
it shows their parents that this is not a 
phase and they intend to continue with it. 
Participating in local events and places, 
job shadowing,and achieving internships 
in the field of interest could be just the 
thing to verify one’s commitment. Parents 
will feel more confident in allowing their 
kids to follow their own path if they are 
sure it is safe and stable.

As for parents, keeping open eyes, 
ears and hearts toward things their 
student wants to get involved in can 

ease the stress in 
the relationship. 
It is important to 
remember that 
while the child is 
like the parent, 
their likes and 
dislikes can vary 
significantly. It is 
okay for parents 
to insert their two 
cents on things 
regarding their 
children’s future; 
however, being 
overly-controlling 
and constricting 
about important 
decisions can 
drive a wedge in 
the relationship. 
Parents giving 

“I want to be a police 
officer and my dad 

doesn’t want me to; he 
says I can’t because 
of my stature. They 

want me to go into the 
medical field, which isn’t 
a terrible option, but its 
not exactly what I want 
to do. We try not to fight 

about it, but my dad 
gets really mad when it 

comes up.”
Anonymous girl, 9

“I feel pressure to go 
into engineering from 
my parents and the 
rest of my family. My 
dad was successful 
as an engineer so 

everyone wants me 
to go into the field. 

It has caused a little 
bit of separation at 
home, but nothing 
I cannot handle. 
I would like to go 
into medicine, but 
my parents cannot 
always see that.”

Anonymous boy, 10
“There is definitely 
pressure from my 

parents about doing 
well in school and 
life. I think a lot of 
the reason behind 
it is because that’s 
the way they were 

raised and they have 
certain expectations 

and ambitions for me.  
Although they say it’s 
in my best interest, 
sometimes I feel 

like my life is being 
micromanaged.”

Anonymous girl, 11

“I didn’t feel pressure 
from my parents, they 
just wanted me to find 

the best fit for me. 
I’ve always had an 

interest in the medical 
field because my 

mom went to medical 
school and excelled.  
So, I found a great 
fit for me with my 

medical interests and 
my football career at 

DePauw.”
Anonymous boy, 12

Under pressure

their opinion might influence the student, but giving 
them time to process and decide for themselves is 
equally important. It is their life, after all.  

This is a crucial time in the student’s life, and with 
too much pressure, they can often make mistakes and 
regret things in the future. Gently guiding the student 
and permitting them to decide things themselves 
can build important life skills, and it will ultimately 
strengthen the relationship between student and 
parent.

Teens feel stressed when parents push them toward unwanted careers

76% 24%
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State Road 267 and 
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FREE
medium fry &
drink with the 
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