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 MACKS CREEK SCHOOL IS GRATEFUL TO OUR SUPPORTIVE SCHOOL COMMUNITY—THANK YOU PATRONS!   

                       District Continuous Improvement by Dr. Josh Phillips, Superintendent  

The Macks Creek R-V School District has partnered with the Department of Elementary and 

Secondary Education's (DESE) District Continuous Improvement (DCI) initiative to best pre-

pare faculty and staff to inspire student success. Through this process, DESE consultants 

provide on-site training and professional development based on district educator needs.  Dis-

trict focuses include School Based Implementation Coaching (SBIC), utilization of Assess-

ment Capable Learner (ACL) practices, and fine-tuning instructional practices to best meet student needs.  

Through SBIC, teachers take turns modeling various teaching strategies and providing constructive feedback for each other.  We 

are grateful for this opportunity to learn and grow as a school family. By incorporating ACL strategies into all our classrooms, stu-

dents from kindergarten to twelfth grade are taking active roles in their own education by participating in goal setting and growth 

processes.  Students are actively involved in their learning through feedback conversations, goal planning, and progress monitor-

ing.  Our district is excited to see how students will grow through the entire DCI process!  

Fire Safety & Prevention by Dr. Jori Phillips, Elementary Principal 

Macks Creek Elementary welcomed the Southwest Fire Protec-
tion District as they presented valuable information regarding Fire 
Safety and Prevention practices.  Students learned how to create 
family plans when fire or other disasters strike.  Students were 
able to ask questions from our expert Southwest Fire Protection 
district fire fighters and first responders.  

Good Character is Contagious!  by Dr. Jori Phillips 

Elementary students are experiencing what great character looks like through a 
school-wide positive behavior initiative.  Students caught showing character traits 
such as generosity, respect, responsibility, or kindness are recognized through 
positive office referrals!  This initiative focuses on positive behaviors, and encour-
ages children to demonstrate those behaviors on a daily basis.  A monthly Pirate 
Pride Character Assembly focuses on one trait each month.  Students who 
demonstrate that trait receive recognition for their excellent character.  One stu-
dent is chosen to receive the Greenview Elks Lodge Character Award.  A repre-
sentative from the Elks Lodge presents this overall excellent character award.  We 
are proud of our amazing character students at Macks Creek Elementary!  

100,000 “Thank Yous” Project  
by Dr. Jori Phillips 

 

When 2nd grade educator, Mrs. Amanda Denny first heard about the 
100,000 “Thank Yous” project on the radio she knew it was a golden op-
portunity for her class to encourage and support our Veterans.  She 
shared “the project is all about trying to make our Troops feel appreciated 
and smile. The goal is simply to have people of all ages write short thank 
you letters to active-duty service personnel.” Mrs. Denny’s students were 
excited to help reach the goal of 
100,000 letters. In each letter, her stu-
dents included heart-warming thank 
you messages and pictures of their fa-
vorite things.  Some students chose to 
introduce themselves and discussed 
what they would like to be when they 
get older. Mrs. Denny helped her stu-
dents understand our service men and 
women are fighting to protect our free-
dom so they may one day realize their 
dreams. She shared “my students 
would have written letters all day long, 
if allowed!” 

Technology Update by Mrs. Wendy White 

Research illustrates effective use of technology in 
school helps to close the achievement gap. Such inno-
vation also makes teaching and learning more mean-
ingful and fun. As such, Macks Creek School has made 
it a priority to put proven technological learning tools  
into the hands of all our students.  

Our district is transitioning to Google for Education. This 
software is a suite of free tools and services tailored to 
schools. It is designed to increase opportunities for criti-
cal thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativi-
ty, all while supporting the learning objectives that we 
have for our students.  

Through e-Rate and matching district funds, we recently 
upgraded our network and added wireless internet ac-
cess points (Wi-Fi) to every classroom! With the help of 
our highly supportive PTO, we purchased 150 Chrome-
books to add to our inventory of 75 so students can take 
full advantage of network upgrades and Wi-Fi. Like 
many schools, we are adding Chromebooks because 
they are cost effective and have great security features.   

We have also added a software program called Clever. 
This new tool provides students and teachers a person-
alized portal with a single login for all online programs 
and resources. Students now enjoy one simple prompt 
to quickly become immersed in learning.  


