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London senior earns national honor
In late September, London High School Senior, Johnny 
Ren, was recognized by the National Merit Scholarship 
program as a 2018 Commended Student. Johnny 
scored in the top 50,000 nationally of the more than 
1.6 million students who entered the competition by 
taking the PSAT in 2017. Johnny joins a growing list of 
London High School students who have received the 
commended recommendation in recent years. Next 
year’s award winners took the PSAT on October 10th 
with 54 students participating. 

Ren is currently ranked in the top 5 of the graduating 
class of 2019 and is taking courses this year that include 
College Credit Plus Composition I and II, AP Chemistry, 
AP United States History, and College Credit Plus 
Elementary Statistics. Johnny is rounding out his studies 
this year by taking Art IV and Mechanical Principles.

The Board of Education recognized Johnny for his 
accomplishment as a National Merit Scholar Commended 
Student at its October 2018 regular meeting.

London Elementary celebrates Dot Day
On September 21, 2018,  London Elementary School 
(LES) participated in International Dot Day. Any day that 
includes a drone, a visit from London City Mayor, special 
guest readers and a thousand students taking a picture 
as the red “L” is not just any day.  It’s Dot Day. 

Dot Day, inspired by the works of Author Peter H. 
Reynolds and his book, The Dot, tells the story of a not-
so-creative art student who becomes inspired by their 
teacher not to give up and find beauty in a single dot. 
By the end of the book, the student finds beauty in their 
work, creativity in the process, and the importance of 
owning your work by putting your name on it. Mr. Mark 
Stafford and Mrs. Stephanie Schooley, fourth-grade 
teachers at LES, helped lead the charge to set up a 
school-wide Dot Day. Teachers and students of all grade 
levels participated in activities that brought out their 
creative side. Some painted, some tinkered, and others 
developed a better understanding of themselves.

Mr. Stafford had a special guest, Mr. Terry Shay, a teacher 
from Iowa, send his class a video message. He was the 
original Dot Day celebrator some 15 years ago. The day 
ended with a culminating activity in which all students 
and staff members gathered on the playground to take 
a large group aerial shot highlighting the London “L”. The 
unique piece behind this photo is that every student 
held a small dot over their head to play a small role in 
creating the larger image. This represents who we are 
at LES. A collective family of individuals that embraces 
the uniqueness and creativity of each student and staff 
member. We are a family. If you travel the halls of LES 
you can’t help but feel the positive energy generated by 
each classroom. Together we are better. We, not me.

I am a Cleveland sports fan, which means that I am 
both a glutton for punishment and an eternal optimist. 
Through all of the missed field goals, the churn of 
countless coaches and general managers, the frequent 
futility on the playing field, and the occasional 
historical playoff loss, I am always enthusiastic about 
the possibility of that next game. That being said, I 
often get to a point in the season when I say, “Forget 
a championship, I would just like to see the [insert 
Browns or Cavs as appropriate] get better!”

This issue of the Raiderscope features our annual 
Quality Profile. Our Quality Profile highlights facts 
and information about the district in areas such as 
academics, athletics, fine arts, student programs, 
and fiscal leadership. Unlike the Browns and the Cavs 
this season, I hope as you read this issue, you see the 
progress we are making as a school district and the 
lofty goals we are working to achieve. I hope you also 
have an opportunity to learn more about some of our 
most important assets, our students.

Unlike most of my favorite sports teams, who are 
usually “waiting for next year,” we are working diligently 
to achieve our district goals. We recognize that we have 
some areas to improve but are proud of the progress 
we are making. If you are interested, you can keep tabs 
on district improvement efforts throughout the year by 
visiting our www.london.k12.oh.us and choosing the 
“Administration” tab. 

As always, if there is anything I can do to assist your 
child or answer a question about our district, please 
do not hesitate to let me know.

Superintendent’s 
Message

Dr. Lou Kramer 
District Superintendent

London: Community of Champions 
Support services bring students  
new hope
On any given school day, the needs of individual 
students can be immense. Life’s challenges affect them. 
Many students come to us tired, hungry, sad, angry, 
scared, anxious, lonely. They may face homelessness, 
food insecurity, grief/loss and abandonment by 
someone they love, insufficient clothing or footwear, 
despair, no access to needed mental health care, 
loneliness, managing adult-like responsibilities at 
home and exposure to unhealthy and at times unsafe 
behaviors outside of school. We deal in hope at London 
City Schools.

What can we do to advocate for our students each and 
every day? What does it mean to advocate? Advocacy is 
supporting another, pleading on behalf of or interceding 
for another, promoting or being a champion for 
someone else. We do things on purpose at London 
City Schools so, how do we respond to a child’s needs? 
First, we do everything we can to let our students know 
we love them. Second, we make an effort to provide 
whatever it is they need that day. With thousands of 
students, how do we accomplish this? We intentionally 
make connections within the London community 
asking for help or accepting their offer to serve our 
students along with us!

We couldn’t meet the needs of our students without 
you. Thank you to all the individuals, groups, businesses 
and organizations who embrace another one of our 
core beliefs, we - not me. Thank you for volunteering 
your time, for bringing your services into our school 
buildings and for making a financial investment in our 
students and their families.  We are thankful for our 
London Community of Champions!

For more information about how to access services for 
your student or to volunteer or donate please contact 
Melissa Canney, Student Support Specialist, 740-852-
5700 ext. 2109 or melissa.canney@london.k12.oh.us

London student accepted  
into Tolles Project SEARCH  
at Dublin Methodist Hospital
Project SEARCH is a one-year, high school transition 
program that provides employment training, and 
opportunities for individuals with disabilities. Interested 
individuals need to submit an application, and go 
through a selection process committee to be accepted. 
All of the training and education occurs on-site at 
Dublin Methodist Hospital. London City Schools’ 
Madison Pollard was accepted into this program for the 
2018-19 school year.

One goal of this program is for students to learn 
employability skills while in the classroom, and then 
apply their job skills while participating in three hospital 
experiences throughout the year. The ultimate goal is 
that upon completion of this program, students will 
secure a competitive job utilizing the skills that they 
have learned.

So much of this program’s success is due to the 
collaboration between the managers of the internship 
sites, the Project SEARCH instructor and the job coaches. 
Students receive regular, daily feedback, and they learn 
their job so well that they are proud of their skills, and 
feel a part of a work team.

For more information about this program, visit the 
Tolles website at www.tollestech.com and watch a 
video that shows the students working in different 
environments of the hospital.
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$20,958,073
General Fund Expenditures

$5,333,181
Operating Expenditures 

(Not including salaries/benefits)

$487,846
Capital Project Expenditures

London City Schools

Quality Profile 
2018-2019
The London City School District educates approximately 
2,200 students on a centralized campus located just 
north of downtown London. The district is comprised 
of 47 square miles and includes the City of London, the 
community of Lake Choctaw, and portions of Union, Deer 
Creek, Paint, and Oak Run Townships in Madison County.

Our Educational Programs

Our Educational Partners:

225 
Total Employees

11 Average Years 
Experience

Certified Employees 
Classified Employees

% with Master’s Degree 
% with Bachelor’s Degree

REVENUES

State Foundation
State of Ohio payments for students

Property Tax  
Allocation

Homestead & Rollback  
payments from State of Ohio

Income Tax, 
other revenue

open enrollment & miscellaneous

Property Taxes
real estate & commercial

EXPENSES

Personnel Services
salaries

Supplies  
and Materials
operational supplies  
and student supplies

Purchase Services
utilities, ESC, student enrollment  
to other districts, maintenance, etc.

Employee Retirement 
& Insurance Benefits
health care

All London City School District 
students will experience high 
achievement and constant growth.

All London City School District 
students will be prepared for 
individual success.

All London City School District 
students will have access to a 
variety of academic, athletic, and 
extra-curricular opportunities.

All stakeholders will have a positive 
“user experience” with the London 
City School District.

The London City School District will 
demonstrate effective stewardship 
with all district resources.

We deal in hope.

We, not me.

We do things on purpose.

Change happens.  
Be prepared to pivot.

Academics Staff 
Leadership

Fiscal
Stewardship 

(FY18)

in order of largest to smallest

68%
Attending 

College

24%
Entering 

Workforce

7%
Entering 
Military

$21,566,599
General Fund Revenue

Our District GoalsOur District  
Core Values

Our Mission 
In our commitment to 

excellence, London City 
Schools will provide high-

quality education to prepare 
every student for life’s 

challenges and opportunities 
in an ever-changing world.

94.4% 
(2016 5-year rate)

92.1%
(2017 4-year rate)

16.9%
(24 of 142 graduates)

Graduation Rate

Honors Diplomas Received

2
2
7
9
7
64

National Merit 
Honorees 

National Merit 
Commended Scholars 

AP Courses Offered 

Honors Courses 
Offered

College Credit Plus 
Offered

Students Attending 
Tolles in 2018-2019

AP Scholars
2

AP Scholars  
with Honor

3
20.3

ACT Test Score 
Average

151 74

100%33.9%
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LCS Quality Profile (cont’d)

The Raider Rack launched in the fall of 2017 with 
community members volunteering in the school 
clothing store and donating items and funds (over 
$10,000 so far) for students to receive free clothing, 
shoes, and coats at no cost to the school district.

In partnership with the London Public Library and 
Peter’s Photography LMS students were part of the 
nationally recognized READ Campaign to promote 
student literacy. Students had their pictures taken 
with their favorite book, which became a READ 
poster in April of 2018. (Six students were selected 
for this campaign)

LMS Life Fair -  Organizations/Partnerships in 
attendance: London Fire Department, London PD, 
Madison County Sheriff’s Department, Sheffield 
Veterinary Hospital, CK Signs, Madison Health, the 
Madison County Chamber of Commerce, Kroger, 
McDonald’s, BCI, Office of the Mayor of London,Crager 
Realty, Stanley Electric, Madison County OSU 
Extension, National Guard. Also, a variety of clubs from 
the LHS attend, including FFA, Quick Recall, marching 
band, Drama/theater, and honor society; March 2018 
NOTE:  The idea behind the Life Fair is to educate 
students at an early age as to the importance of 
college, career, and skill trade readiness.

LES partners with the Madison County Sheriff’s Dept. 
to provide students with D.A.R.E. education.

Partnerships 
Nationwide Children’s Hospital (NCH) for athletic 
training services, and NCH also partnered for the 
“Signs of Suicide” program, which provides training, 
on-site intervention, and consultation for students, 
families and staff for the purpose of preventing 
suicide at no cost to the school district

Madison County Chamber of Commerce to organize 
Ohio Manufacturing Day tours.

Columbus State Community College for College 
Credit Plus and a variety of projects.

Clark State Community College for our College 
Credit Plus classes.

Madison County Municipal Court on an opiate 
awareness and prevention program.

A local judge speaks with students each prom 
season about making safe choices.

Sufficient Grace supplies 150 students each week 
with weekend meals at no cost to the school district.

Big Brother Big Sister of Central Ohio supervises a 
weekly mentoring program for fifth-grade students 
at no cost to the school district.

Fifth-grade classes partnered with Madison County 
Sheriff to complete the DARE program

Innovation 
1:1: Every student in grades 3 - 12 is assigned a Chromebooks at no 
cost to the student. LCS utilizes Google Classroom as our learning 
management system to help facilitate coursework.

Unlimited: London Unlimited began at the start of the 2017-18 
school year and grew to more than 50 students by December. 
There are 128 initial credit courses taken during the first semester. 
There are also twenty-five students who are taking credit 
recovery classes so they can get back on track to graduate. These 
account for 51 credits from these students. Both the initial credit 
and the credit recovery classes look to increase moving forward.  
London Unlimited has enrolled 92 students in at least one course 
for the 2018-2019 school year and continues to offer students a 
quality alternative for credit recovery and credit advancement.

ArtsStudent Academic 
Highlights
London High School
Extracurricular Clubs:15
Co-curricular Activities: 5
Athletic Teams: 23
The LHS FFA chapter is a national 
three-star chapter for six out of 
the last seven years.
The LHS FFA chapter is a state 
gold-emblem chapter six out of 
the last seven years. 
The LHS FFA chapter had three 
students earn State Degrees
Former LHS and FFA student 
Nathaniel Oney earned his 
American FFA Degree, the highest 
award a member may earn.

London Middle School
Extracurricular Clubs:12
Co-curricular Clubs: 7

Show Choir: 
23 Vocal Music Participants

23 Medal Winners, 
11 Multiple Medal Winners

4 Ensembles

5 Soloists

27 Blue Medal “Superior” Ratings

9 Red Medal “Excellent” Ratings

Performing Arts:
London High School produced the 
musical “Once Upon A Mattress”

The London High School Drama 
Department produced “Barbecuing 
Hamlet” (Nov 2017) and “Cabaret”

London Middle School performed 
“Addams Family.” in October 2018

8th grade LMS students participate and 
marched in the LHS marching band.

Band:
Tori Bennett attended the 
OSU high school honor band

Evan Grant and Zoey Marshall 
were accepted to the Capital 
University honor band

The band received an 
excellent rating at OMEA 
large group contest

9 students participated  
in solo and ensemble.  
(4 earned a superior rating,  
5 earned excellent ratings)

Visual Arts:
High School students Emily 
Davis and Cassie Anders were 
included in the Governor’s 
Show top 300 art pieces in 
the state of Ohio.
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Addison Conle, volleyball  
Univ. of Tennessee-Martin

Jacob Jones, football 
University of Indianapolis

Tavian Tyree, football 
Alderson Broaddus Univ.

Haden Huff, football 
Thomas More College

Miller Kronk, football 
Army

Caleb Whitacre, football 
Eastern Kentucky Univ.

Central District  
Honors announced
Volleyball

Malorie Colwell: 1st Team

Lexi Zabloudil: 2nd Team

Soccer
Josh Colvin: 3rd Team

Amber Wolfrod: 2nd Team

Amaya Siddiqi: 3rd Team

Abby Homan: 3rd Team

Middle School 
athletes excel  
this season
7th Grade Football: League Champions

8th Grade Football: League Champions

8th Grade Volleyball:  Regular Season  
and Tournament CBC Champions

Middle School Soccer: 11-0-1 record

Middle School Cross Country runners Riley 
Colestock and Molly Weese finished 3rd 
and 4th, respectively, at the OHSAA Middle 
School Cross Country Championship 

All-Central Buckeye 
Conference Honors 
announced
Volleyball

Malorie Colwell: 1st Team

Lexi Zabloudil: Special Mention

Soccer
Josh Colvin: 1st Team

Jacob Broerman: 2nd Team

Ashton Wolford: Special Mention

Amber Wolford: 1st Team

Amaya Siddiqi: 2nd Team

Abby Homan: Special Mention

Cross Country 
James Marco: Special Mention

Jordan Marco: 2nd Team

Golf
Cade Smith: 2nd Team

Kayla Clinger: 2nd Team

Jordan Marco: Special Mention

Tennis
Josephine Davis: Special Mention

2018 graduates  
take their talents to 
the collegiate level

Parent & Community 
Involvement
PTO Highlights 
Academic Achievement Boosters gives money to 
support students taking AP tests and facilitates the 
process for people to be inducted into the Academic 
Hall of Fame. 

Athletic and Music Boosters organizations support 
students. The Music Boosters paid for OMEA contests 
for students and are also raising money to buy new 
uniforms for the band. 

London Music Boosters hosted a “Breakfast with Santa” 
the first Saturday in December.

LCS Quality Profile (cont’d)

Community Service 
Peer Mentoring/Tutoring Program during 8th-period 
lab at LMS. Students 
travel to LES to read to 
the students.

NJHS Penny Wars/Door 
Decorating Contest 
Proceeds of this will go 
to the Raider Rack.

NJHS Winter Carnival 
Proceeds of this will go to the Children’s Hospital or 
Shriner’s Hospital for Children.

NJHS Walk-a-Thon: Proceeds of this will go the 
Cancer Society.

Student Council Dances: Partial admission of canned 
goods goes to the London Help House.

Student Council “Shoe Box Drive” yields donations 
of socks, gloves, toiletries, hair bands, hair ties, hand 
sanitizers, cologne & perfume, and more. These are 
collected and placed in a shoebox then donated to 
the London Help House.

Sports
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London Middle School 
S.T.E.M. initiative 
launches
The 2018-2019 Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Math (S.T.E.M.) initiatives 
showcased during the London Middle 
School lab hour are a huge success. This 
success comes in the form of the courses 
App Creators, Automation and Robotics, 
and Design and Modeling. The purpose of 
the S.T.E.M. initiative is to provide students 
with a more intense user experience.

Here is an overview of the of the course 
that empowers students to lead their 
own discovery: 

App Creators:  
The students are exposed to computer 
science by computationally analyzing 
and developing solutions to authentic 
problems through mobile app 
development, and will convey the 
positive impact of the application of 
computer science to other disciplines 
and to society (PLTW, 2018). 

Automation and Robotics:  
Students trace the history, development, 
and influence of automation and 
robotics as they learn about mechanical 
systems, energy transfer, machine 
automation, and computer control 
systems. Students use the VEX 
Robotics® platform to design, build, 
and program real-world objects such 
as traffic lights, toll booths, and robotic 
arms (PLTW, 2018). 

Design and Modeling:  
Students discover the design process 
and develop an understanding of the 
influence of creativity and innovation 
in their lives. They are then challenged 
and empowered to use and apply what 
they’ve learned throughout the unit to 
design a therapeutic toy for a child who 
has cerebral palsy (PLTW, 2018).

London FFA Soil 
Team Qualifies for 
State
By Luke Peart,  
London FFA Reporter
The London FFA soil team 
participated in the district 
competition last Thursday, the 
27th of September. Out of 21 
teams competing in the Career 
Development Event, London 
received fifth overall and qualified 
for the state competition. 
Cade Smith was ranked tenth 
individually in the district, out 
of 107 contestants. Luke Peart 
placed 12th, Nick Berchtold 25th, 
and Brooks Barber was rated 27th. 
During the contest, FFA members 
evaluate soil characteristics, 
such as structures,  textures, and 
limitations, then determine what 
best management practices are 
necessary for the selected land. 
The State competition is October 
thirteenth, and the London team 
will be competing against other FFA 
soil teams from all across the state.

From the Finance Desk
By Trevor Gummere, Treasurer/CFO 
It’s the five year forecast time of year, and we are off to another great year at London City Schools. A recent report from Ohio Department of Education ranked LCS in the top one-third of similar districts for classroom spending (83rd of 610).

Last year, we saw a balance of what the district 
was spending versus what the district was taking in. Unfortunately, since it has been 11 years since 
the district received new local operating funds, we are now going to begin to spend more than  
we take in this year. 

As with each of our budgets at home, costs will 
rise every year. As fiscal stewards of the taxpayers’ money, we continuously look for ways to save 
money without impacting the education of our 
students. We will continue to review our spending, our staffing, and other ways to reduce our costs in the coming months. On a final note, the district is scheduled to seek a renewal of the current income tax in November of 2019.

Thank you again for your support, and we appreciate each of your contributions to our students.

Please feel free to email questions  
to trevor@london.k12.oh.us or  
call the office and make an appointment  
at 740.852.5700 extension 2113.
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Important Dates to Remember
November 21 No School (Parent Teacher Conferences Make-Up Day)

Nov. 22 - 23 No School (Thanksgiving Break)

Dec. 24 - Jan. 3 No School (Winter Break)

January 4 Staff Development/Records Day

January 7 School Resumes

January 11 Report Cards Available

January 21 No School (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day)

January 31 2-Hour Early Release (Professional Development)

February 7 2-Hour Early Release (Parent Teacher Conferences)

February 8 Interim Reports Available

February 12 Parent Teacher Conferences

February 15 No School (Parent Teacher Conferences Make-Up Day)

February 18 No School (Presidents’ Day)

Administration 
Dr. Lou Kramer, Superintendent 
Trevor Gummere, Treasurer/CFO

Board of Education 
Darryl D. Brown 
Donovan S. Cooper 
Marvin J. Homan, CPA 
Ed Maynor 
Jonathan Stahl

The London City School District 
Board of Education meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month 
with some exceptions. Meeting 
dates are approved in January for 
the year. Special meetings of the 
Board of Education are scheduled 
on an as needed basis. Meetings are 
held in room 311 of London High 
School unless otherwise noted.

Notice of Special Meetings is 
placed on the district webpage 
and advertised in the Madison 
Press and Madison Messenger.

London City Schools | 380 Elm Street, 2nd Floor | London, OH 43140 
District Office 740-852-5700  Elementary 740-845-3272 
Middle School 740-852-5701  High School 740-852-5705


