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Dollars for Daniels raises 
money to support Madison 
Health Pink Out
London Elementary staff and students honored the 
memory former principal Carol Daniels in October raising 
money for cancer research in the process. Through their 
“Dollars for Daniels” campaign, LES raised $1,250 dollars 
that they donated to the Mona Flax Cancer Endowment 
Fund at Madison Health. Students and staff gathered on 
the football field to create a human pink ribbon in honor 
of their efforts and to show support for Madison Health’s 
annual Pink Out for Breast Cancer campaign.
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In my role, I get to see our community in a number of different 
ways; from the celebrating the hospital’s wonderful new 
expansion to the not so obvious work our district staff and 
public servants do for a single child. Every day, I see examples 
of how this community is growing and how the people of this 
community support one another. 

I hope you enjoy this issue of the Raiderscope, which highlights 
some of the great accomplishments of our students but also 
many of the ways our district gives back to our community. 
Whether you have students in the district right now, expect 
young ones to enroll in the next few years, or simply have a 
vested interest in what we do by living here, our aim is to earn 
your trust and to make you proud.

In this issue, we also ask our community for help. As a district, 
we have a constant eye on organizational improvement. We 
set goals, monitor, and adjust practices in order to meet those 
goals. As part of our improvement efforts, we are working on 
defining what an ideal London High School graduate looks like. 
If you would, please help us define what skills and attitudes 
our graduates should possess by taking a few moments to 
answer and return the survey on page 10. If you would rather 
complete the survey online, you may do so by visiting the district 
homepage at www.london.k12.oh.us. 

Thank you for your help in making London City School District a 
premier district in Madison County and beyond. As always, if I can 
do anything to assist you or your child or to answer a question 
about our district, please be encouraged to contact me.

Superintendent’s Message

Dr. Lou Kramer 
District Superintendent

All London Schools receive Purple Star Awards  
for efforts to support military families
The London City School District appreciates the sacrifices that the men and women in the military 
make every day. Inspired by an Ohio Department of Education program, the district began efforts 
last spring to increase resources and lessen the burden of service to militarily-impacted families.

In April 2018,  the London Board of Education passed a resolution to backing district efforts in better 
supporting military children and families. Board President Darryl Brown praised the adoption of the 
resolution at the time. Brown, who is a retired Air Force officer and a senior supervisory attorney 
at Wright Patterson Air Force Base, noted that London is home to only a 
few active military families but is home to many reserve families. Brown 
stated the burdens of service can be overwhelming at times for families 
and praised the district efforts, which are in line with the district’s goal of 
individuals having a “positive user experience” with London City Schools. 

Since that time, the district has established a single point of contact for 
military families, launched a web page with helpful resources, revised 
enrollment forms to support families affected by deployments, and 
educated staff on the challenges our military-impacted students face each day. These efforts 
were recognized recently by the Ohio Department of Education as each school in the district was 
designated as a Purple Star School.

The Purple Star Award designation for military-friendly schools recognizes schools that show a 
significant commitment to students and families connected to the nation’s military. Schools that 
earn the award receive a special Purple Star recognition to display onsite.
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Since last fall, London Elementary School Staff have been 
working on building a positive culture by implementing 
the R-Factor into their daily routine. R-Factor is “a simple, 
proven, systematic behavior toolbox for discipline-
driven responses in any situation”. 

The R-Factor was created by Brian Kight, founder of the 
Focus-3 organization. This is the same organization and 
system The Ohio State University Buckeyes have used 
and implemented for the past several years including 
their road to winning the National Championship with 
Urban Meyer. In January, teachers started introducing 
the R-Factor language and process to students in class. 
The fifth-grade team, along with LES Principal John Riley, 
trained fifth-grade leaders in the first of six R-Factor 
sessions, Press Pause. 

New community partnership 
provides mentoring to LES students
Today more than ever, kids need hope. Positive youth development research 
has long demonstrated that kids benefit from close, caring relationships 
with adults who serve as positive role models (Jekielek, Moore, & Hair, 
2002). Today, 8.5 million youth continue to lack supportive, sustained 
relationships with caring adults (Cavell, DuBois, Karcher, Keller, & Rhodes, 
2009). Furthermore, mentoring lets young people know there is someone 
who supports them and can assure them they are not alone in facing daily 
challenges. In the words of Pamela Peterman, Kids Hope USA Director for 
Fountain of Truth Ministries, “Mentoring makes children feel important.”

This school year, six second grade students at London Elementary School are 
benefitting from a new community partnership between a local faith-based 
organization, Fountain of Truth Ministries, and a national non-profit, Kids 
Hope USA, by receiving a mentor. The purpose of mentoring is to develop a 
positive and trusting relationship in which to encourage the child to attend 
school, do their best and increase their self-confidence.

Kids Hope USA equips churches with training and ongoing support. It strictly 
adheres to the U.S. Department of Education guidelines to ensure the 
program does not violate the separation of church and state. All mentors 
must have background checks, be approved by school administration and 
receive 54 hours of training via the Kids Hope USA curricula. As to why 
Fountain of Truth Ministries became involved Pastor Ty Artis says, “We 
thought it was a great opportunity to impact a child’s life from a Christian 
perspective which is to love and also to bring hope.”

Second-grade teachers at LES referred students and parents/guardians 
permitted their child to participate in the weekly program. Time is spent 
talking, working on reading and math, playing games, doing arts and crafts 
and listening.   

“Our goal is to provide each child with a safe and fun one-on-one 
experience with a caring and loving adult. We hope our time with them 
improves their self-esteem, academics and social skills. We are thrilled with 
this opportunity to brighten a child’s life with love and hope. Our greatest 
challenge so far is not doing more,” said Pamela Peterman.

“The R Factor training will provide our fifth graders 
at LES the necessary tools to take ownership of their 
behavior, develop decision-making strategies to use 
in their everyday life and to create an overall positive 
school environment,” offered Joseph Johnson, a teacher 
at LES.

Why a Toolbox? London Elementary students are 
constantly being bombarded with daily events and 
decisions to make. LES staff wants to help them control 
their responses to earn outcomes that will positively 
impact their lives. Through R-Factor training they 
learn a simple equation, E + R=O (Event + Response= 
Outcome). They gain a common language that drives 
culture and helps them control their responses through 
strengthening their behavior in the decision making 
process. They learn how to respond above the line 
to keep their outcome above the line. This toolbox 
consists of six disciplines in controlling responses:

• Press Pause

• Get Your Mind Right

• Step Up

• Adjust and Adapt

• Make a Difference

• Build Skill

Be on the lookout for more information as we continue 
to implement the R-factor and teach it to the young 
leaders of LES.

For more information about how 
you can support mentoring at LES, 
please contact, Melissa Canney, 
Student Support Specialist at 
740-852-5700, extension 2109 or 
melissa.canney@london.k12.oh.us.

London Elementary creates 
culture by embracing R-Factor

Raising awareness for mental health 
London’s boys’ basketball team helped raise awareness for mental 
health during the second annual “Mental Health Awareness Rocks” 
event. The team wore green warm-up t-shirts along with their rivals, 
the Jonathan Alder Pioneers, prior to their game in January. 

The event encourages awareness and openness when it comes to 
issues of mental health and is sponsored by the National Alliance 
on Mental Illness, Columbus Springs Hospitals, and Madison County 
Prevention.
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LCS participates in Hour 
of Code to build computer 
science awareness
On December 5, 2018, London City Schools took an hour 
to celebrate Computer Science Week and participate in 
the Code.org’s Hour of Code. 

Created to raise awareness and breakdown barriers 
surrounding computer science fields, the Hour of Code 
has grown to an annual event involving tens of millions 
of students around the world.

This was the first district-wide event for LCS, which 
launched its first course in a four-course computer 
science pathway earlier this year. The event was a 
teacher-driven initiative led mainly by Mark Stafford 
at London Elementary School, Jodi Pozy at London 
Middle School, and Dan Karl at London High School. 
Student activities ranged from game programming to 
animation. London Middle School and London High 
School ran assembly schedules to support participation 
by all students. 

At the beginning of this school year, LCS launched STEM 
courses in each of the district’s three schools to meet 
the district’s goal of high achievement and constant 
growth for all students. The Hour of Code supports the 
district’s related goal of applying for a STEM designation 
for each school in the spring of 2019. The event had 
2,172 students focused on computer science for one 
dedicated hour.

LHS students doing 
well by doing good
London High School actively seeks to help the 
community. This can be shown in the over 1,000 
hours of community service LHS seniors have 
already been completed. 

As a London City Schools Board of Education 
graduation requirement, LHS students must 
complete 10 hours of community service during 
their senior year. This year’s senior class has 
already engaged in community service work 
with the HELP House, West Central Rehabilitation 
Center, the London Public Library, Madison 
County Special Olympics, Madison County 
Historical Society, and various churches. They 
have also served as Vacation Bible School 
volunteer counselors, summer program 
counselors, and youth sport camp volunteers. 

As part of their curriculum, the London FFA 
routinely volunteers around the community 
with various projects including HELP House 
(the food pantry and raising chickens that are 
donated at Thanksgiving), the Madison County 
Master Gardeners,  the London Parent Teacher 
Organization for the elementary flower project, 
Junior Fair Board & Senior Fairboard Passport to 
the Madison County Fair Elementary program, 
Farm Science Review (trash pick up at the 
Gwynne), Madison County Farm Bureau Breakfast 
on the Farm, and Pennies for Patients with the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. 

By giving back, donating their time and energy, 
and looking for ways to make the city of London 
and Madison County better, LHS students are 
learning what it takes to be global citizens and to 
make their community a better place. 

London High School is very proud of the work, 
donations, and volunteer time that has been 
done and continues to look for more ways to 
help the community.

London Middle School students 
continue tradition of serving others
Each year  London Middle School students and leaders work closely with 
parents, families, and community members to create a partnership that 
transforms relationships between the school and the community. 

This year’s initiatives to engage the students in community outreach is best 
showcased through the efforts of the LMS Student Council. The student 
council, consisting of 50 members from all grade levels at the middle school, 
started the year off by collecting donated gift items for their annual “Shoe 
Box” drive; Items small enough to fit in a shoe box and something a middle 
schooler could use or want. Items collected included health and beauty 
products for boys or girls, gloves, hats, scarves, socks, sewing kits, small 
games, snacks, candy, pens, pencils, arts and crafts, earbuds, sunglasses, 
fishing kits, flashlights, wallets, and more. In the past, the student council 
has donated these items to the Help House, but this year the gifts went to 
their middle school peers. 

This outreach attracted not only the attention of London community 
members but also individuals from Sidney, Ohio, who found the project 
on Facebook, subsequently, leading to a significant donation. In all, fifty 
shoeboxes were filled to capacity and delivered to LMS students over the 
holidays.

The LMS Student Council also decided to “adopt” London Health & 
Rehabilitation for the school year. The London Health & Rehabilitation 
facility is located minutes from the school and is a facility for patients who 
need rehab or extended health care due to surgery, accidents or other 
life-changing events. Since the adoption, the students have collected many 
essential items for the facility. Items collected include small containers 
with lids, nuts and bolts, dishwashing sponges, small suitcases or overnight 
bags, cutlery sets, dress shoes, shoe polish, padlocks, keys, and locks, 
cloth handkerchiefs, socks, small watering cans, plastic vases, hand-sized 
mirrors, ribbon and yarn, quilting hoops, textured fabric, just to name a 
few. Furthermore, after school the students deliver the donated items, 
they spend time with the patients doing crafts (i.e., making ornaments 
& decorating cookies), wrapping and delivering gifts,  playing games, and 
sometimes just visiting. 

Thes community outreach experiences teach students empathy and 
sacrifice and indeed make the community of London a stronger place.
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London Athletics wins 
off the court by giving 
back to the community
The London High School Girls Basketball team 
recently assisted the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department with their annual holiday food 
drive. The girls’ basketball program helped 
construct the boxes that were later filled with 
food and holiday treats for local families.  

This school year, London Athletics offered a 
new pass option for all home non-tournament 
events. We have provided a free pass to all 
senior citizens who are 60 years of age or older 
and live in the London City School District. 
These passes are good for all home sporting 
events for high school and middle school 
excluding any league or OHSAA sanctioned 
tournament events. So far this year, we have 
granted over 170 passes to residents who can 
now enjoy as many sporting events as they 
would like free of charge. London Athletics is 
appreciative of those individuals who have 
taken advantage of this opportunity and have 
come out to support the Red Raiders.

If you are interested in obtaining one of these 
passes, please stop by the high school office 
or contact athletic director, Jim Wolverton, at 
740-852-5705, extension 3057.

Red Raider Highlights
While successes take place each week with our 
student-athletes, here are some highlights from  
the winter season… so far!

Wrestlers are Regional and  
CBC Kenton Trail Champions
The London Wrestling team won the 2019 Division 
II Regional Championship. This accomplishment 
was preceded by a couple of first-place finishes 
this winter. They won championships at the Sally 
George Invitational at Marion Pleasant High School 
and at the Don Wasserback Classic at North Union 
High School. They recently won the CBC Kenton 
Trail Division Championship.

Red Raider spirit soars
The London High School competition cheerleaders 
experienced a successful event during the Dublin 
Memorial Competition. The team placed fourth during 
the competition. They took it even further later in the 
season, advancing to the state competition.

London student-athletes sign  
to compete at the next level
Brennan Spiess signed his 
National Letter of Intent 
to attend Bowling Green 
State University and to play 
football for the Falcons. 
Brennan helped lead the 
Red Raiders to an 11-2 
record and a regional final 
in the state playoffs. For 
his efforts, he received the 
following recognition as a running back: First Team All-Mid-
State League, First Team All-Central District Division IV, and 
Second Team All-Ohio Division IV. 

Malorie Colwell and Lily Marriott declared their commitment 
to further their education and athletic careers. Malorie will be 
attending the University of Rio Grande to play volleyball, and 
Lily Marriott will be attending Muskingum University to play 
softball.

Malorie was a standout 
four-year letterman for 
the Red Raiders Volleyball 
program earning all-
league three times (first 
team sophomore and 
senior years.; second 
team junior year) and all 
central district three times 
(second team sophomore 
and junior years; first team 
senior year). She collected her 1,000th career dig in her final 
match as a Red Raider. She was a member of three league 
championship and three district runners-up teams. Malorie 
has also been a four-year lettermen in our girls’ basketball 
program. Malorie will be receiving a full tuition scholarship 
from the University of Rio Grande.

Lily will be entering her 
second year of varsity 
action this spring with our 
softball program. She was a 
member of our 2018 league 
championship team. In the 
summer, Lily competes 
for the Bo Jackson Blast 
team. Lily is ranked in the 
top 20 of the senior class, 
and although Muskingum 
can not award athletic scholarships, Lily will be receiving 
academic money for her efforts in the classroom.

Sports

Boys’ Hoops wins CBC Championship
The boys’ basketball team’s successful season 
continues and was highlighted recently by winning 
the CBC Championship. Trey Woodyard was named 
first team CBC and co-player of the year in the 
conference. Jainaz Cameron and Isaiah Hatem were 
honored with second team in the CBC, and Jake 
Andrich received special honorable mention.
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All-Around LCSA word from  
our Treasurer
It is the mid-year report time, 
and London City Schools again 
off to a great year of projections 
as being on target.  As we 
see improvements in student 
performance both academically 
and athletically, we must monitor 
on a year to year basis the 
spending accompanying those 
accomplishments.   

In the course of the review of 
expenses, we continue to be 
on target to spend more than 
received for the 2019 fiscal year  
(July 2018 to June 2019). In the 
next few months, we are going to 
review and bring forth reductions 
to current levels of spending and 
make reductions for next year.  It 
is unfortunate to have to make 
cost-saving measures, but we are 
working on these reductions to 
stop the shortages in the future.  
We are going to approach these 
reductions as a tiered approach 
with reductions being effective 
Fiscal Year 2020 (July 2019 to June 
2020) and going forward. 

As fiscal stewards of the 
taxpayers’ money, we 
continuously will monitor and 
make spending adjustments to 
our London City Schools budget. 
We will be seeking the renewal 
of the current income tax in 
November 2019.

Thank you again for your support 
and contributions to our students.

Mr. Trevor Gummere 
District Treasurer

Portrait of a London  
High School Graduate
Our district is interested in highlighting key skills and attitudes 
necessary for district graduates to have success in college and careers. 
The identification of these attributes will help to define our portrait  
of a LHS graduate and will help guide district improvement efforts.

Please help us by identifying the top 5 skills and attitudes you 
believe are necessary for students to have success in our world. 
Once finished, please detach from this issue and drop the survey in 
the mail to London City Schools, 380 Elm St., London, OH 43140. 
You may also complete the survey online at london.k12.oh.us.  
Thank you for your help!

 Literacy, Numeracy, and Technology Skills: Knowledge and the 
ability to meaningfully apply literacy, numeracy, and technology 
skills for success in college and/or careers.

 Critical Thinking, Creative and Problem Solving: Develop, implement, 
and model effective decision and critical thinking skills.

 Respect for Others and Social Awareness: Demonstrate an 
awareness and respect for human dignity, including the similarities 
and differences of all people, groups, and cultures.

 Effective Communicator: Apply positive verbal and non-verbal 
communication and social skills to interact effectively with others 
and in groups.

 Creativity and Innovation: Ability to conceive new concepts and 
apply them in meaningful ways.

 Well Rounded Education: Knowledge and proficiency in a variety 
of subject areas including social studies, sciences, citizenship, 
languages, fine arts.

 Conscientious Citizen: Demonstrates civic responsibility both 
locally and on a global scale.

 Ethical: Considers the ethical and civic impact of decisions.

 Self Awareness: Demonstrates self awareness and an awareness 
and empathy for others.

 Resilience and Grit: Perseveres through challenges and setbacks in 
school and life.

 Self-Confidence: Demonstrates a sense of personal responsibility, 
confidence and advocacy.

 Purposeful and Goal Oriented: Sets, monitors, adapts, and 
evaluates goals to achieve success in school and life.

 Flexibility and Adaptability: Explores and approaches new 
situations with an open mind and curiosity while recognizing that 
some outcomes are not certain or comfortable.

 Compassionate: Kind and considerate of others in words and in actions.

 Other:    
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Solo & Ensemble Success
The band and choirs once again performed in the Solo 
and Ensemble Contests. Tori Bennet and Noah Brown 
received the rating of Superior (I) while Danielle Bechtle 
received the rating of Excellent (II).

LHS Color Guard Places Fourth
The London High School Color Guard 
placed fourth in their Regional Contest 
in Indianapolis, Indiana recently.
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Important Dates to Remember
March 15 End of Third Grading Period

March 18-22 No School (Spring Break)

March 29 Report Cards Available

April 19 No School (Good Friday)

April 22 No School (Staff Professional Development)

April 26 Interim Reports Available

May 23 End of Fourth Grading Period

May 23 Last Day for Students

May 26 Graduation

May 27 District Offices Closed (Memorial Day)

May 31 Report Cards Available

Administration 
Dr. Lou Kramer, Superintendent 
Trevor Gummere, Treasurer/CFO

Board of Education 
Darryl D. Brown 
Donovan S. Cooper 
Marvin J. Homan, CPA 
Ed Maynor 
Jonathan Stahl

In February we celebrated 
Valentine’s Day so it is 
fitting to send our love 
and appreciation, courtesy 
of London Elementary, to 
all of you – our families, 
our partners, our London 
community. Thank you for 
all you do for our students!

The London City School District 
Board of Education meets on the 
second Tuesday of the month with 
some exceptions. Meeting dates 
are approved in January for the 
year. Special meetings of the Board 
of Education are scheduled on an 
as-needed basis. Meetings are held 
in room 311 of London High School 
unless otherwise noted.

Notice of Special Meetings is 
placed on the district webpage and 
advertised in the Madison Press and 
Madison Messenger.

London City Schools | 380 Elm Street, 2nd Floor | London, OH 43140 
District Office 740-852-5700  Elementary 740-845-3272 
Middle School 740-852-5701  High School 740-852-5705


