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Dr. Kramer and  
Mr. Shumaker  
Launch New Podcast
District Superintendent, Lou Kramer, and 
District Technology Director Dillan Shumaker 
have launched a new podcast 
appropriately named The 
Super and The Shu. The 
podcast is intended to be a 
semi-regular opportunity to 
discuss the happenings in 
the district in a new format. 
Students are the focus of each episode as well 
as play a prominent role in producing the show. 
Episodes also occasionally include additional 
special guests from our schools and the 
community. The podcast is available on iTunes, 
Spotify, the Madison County Spotlight, and is 
posted on Dr. Kramer’s superintendent page.

LCS to Launch New App 
and Website to Improve 
Communication Efforts
To synchronize a variety of district communication 
efforts, the London City School District is partnering 
with Apptegy to design and launch a new district 
website and app. The new website and app will 
have the functionality to coordinate district text 
alerts, post to social media, and make automated 
district voice calls. This will be particularly helpful 
in emergency situations but also efficient when 
sharing important information quickly across 
multiple platforms. Those community members 
who do not subscribe to Facebook or Twitter can 
utilize the free app to see a social media-like feed  
of current district news.

It is anticipated that the new website and app will 
launch on December 6, 2019.

Superintendent’s Message
One of my go-to phrases as a parent is, “We all 
have choices.” This comes up often, especially 
when talking to my kids about decisions they 
may be facing. For example, I may use this phrase 
with my youngest when he relents on doing his 
chores in a timely way. I recently used this phrase 
with my college-aged daughter, who joked about 
getting a tattoo. Using this response is an attempt 
to help teach our kids that in life, they have 
many important choices, but often, those choices 
will lead to an outcome that may be positive or 
negative in the future.

With input from our community, staff, and 
students, we have made some conscientious 
choices in defining our portrait of a graduate, 
which communicates the skills and beliefs we 
would like to ensure our students possess before 
they graduate. These include being critical and 
creative thinkers and problem-solvers, becoming 
effective communicators, being appropriately 
skills in literacy, numeracy, and technology, 
demonstrating respect for others, and being 
flexible and adaptable. In defining these skills, we 
are hoping when faced with important decisions 
of their own, our students will be able to achieve 
positive outcomes.

In this issue of the Raiderscope, you will read 
about an incredibly inspiring London student, 

Dr. Lou Kramer 
District Superintendent

We Deal in Hope
London High School senior Aubrey Cline is a 
shining example of meeting the district goal: 
All students will be prepared for individual 
success. Cline serves as senior class president and 
yearbook photographer, was voted homecoming 
queen, and she’s an above-average student. 
She was named an advocate for people with 
developmental disabilities by the Madison 
County Board of Developmental Disabilities, 
and placed second in the  Southwestern Ohio 
Rotary District Club four-way test speech contest. 
But underneath all of these “successes”, Cline’s 
story is riddled with obstacles. Her journey to 
becoming a successful student required her to 
face and overcome many significant challenges. 

Below is Cline’s story, in her own words, of what 
she gives credit to as helping her gain the tools 
she needed to achieve individual success.

I’ve witnessed the lives of my parents unravel 
because of their addiction to drugs and alcohol. 
When my mom and dad started their addiction, 
my brothers and I were left to hope that someone 
would save us from the upheaval happening in 
our lives because my parents had to support their 
addiction. We were saved by my grandparents 
when we were taken into their home through 
court-ordered custody. However, the traumas I 
experienced before I moved to a safe environment 
haunted me. I was shy, nervous, unsure, and these 
feelings grew as I got older. I never really learned 
how to deal with my feelings that stemmed from 
my past until my freshman year of high school. 
This was when my eyes were opened to mental 
health services. 

As a ninth-grade student, I participated in a 
school-based suicide prevention program called 
Signs of Suicide (SOS). It impacted my life because 
it helped me to realize my voice when I need 
mental health services and how to guide my peers 
to those resources better. Through SOS, I was able 
to reach out to the right resources that I needed 
to become a better, healthier version of myself. 
I was referred to counseling services provided 
at the school via The Counseling Source. Being 
able to see my therapist, when my mental health 
was at its lowest, put the feelings I had about the 
chain of events in my life into perspective and 
taught me how to sit down with my mental health 
struggles and properly communicate them. This 
also helped me to be a better friend to others who 
are struggling.

I also joined a youth-led prevention program at 
LHS called Teen Leaders of London (TLOL). I’ve 
learned how to speak with other youth about 
the harms of substance abuse, how to prevent 
substance abuse 
along with 
understanding the 
underlying mental 
health factors that 
may go along with 
substance abuse. 
TLOL gives me 
room to express my 
struggles of being 
a child of parents 
with addiction 
and advocate 
with others for 
prevention.

All of these programs have enabled me to make my 
mental health a priority, and that has affected my 
lifestyle as a student greatly. Overall, I am a better 
student based on how well I take care of my mind. 
I have my amazing grandparents to thank but also 
the programs and people at school who provide 
mental health services to students. 

who has made some courageous choices in her life 
and some of the ways the district has supported 
her. You will also read about some of the choices 
we are making as a district to raise student 
achievement as well as expand opportunities for 
our students.

We understand that in today’s world, parents have 
many choices about where to send their children 
to school. Based on our growing enrollment, we 
understand and appreciate that more and more 
families are choosing our school district over 
others. We will keep working to make the best 
choices to make this district one in which you can 
continue to be proud. 

As always, if there is anything I can do to assist 
your child or answer a question about our district, 
please do not hesitate to let me know.

For more information about suicide prevention, 
counseling, youth-led prevention, or any other 
services to support our students, please contact 
Melissa Canney, Student Support Specialist, 
740-852-5700 ext. 2109.

I believe schools need to add 
social and emotional well being 
to their focus in addition to 
academics, technology, and 
extracurriculars. Why? Because 
social-emotional well-being 
starts with the person, and to be 
a healthy person and a healthy 
student, their social-emotional 
well being has to be continuously 
taught about and well cared for 
to make an impact.



Critical, Creative 
Thinkers and
Problem-Solvers

London City 
Schools

Graduates 
Are Future 
Ready And…

Flexible 
and Adaptable

E�ective
Communicators Respectful

to Others

Appropriately
Skilled in:
Literacy, Numeracy,
and Technology
LHS graduates are able to 
develop, implement, and model 
effective decision making and 
critical thinking skills.

District graduates explore and 
approach new situations with an 
open mind and curiosity. They 
persevere through challenges and 
setbacks in school and life.

Each Red Raider graduate is able to 
apply positive verbal and non-verbal 
communication and 
social skills in 
order to interact 
effectively with 
others and 
in groups.

LHS graduates are able to 
develop, implement, and model 
effective decision making and 
critical thinking skills.

LHS students 
demonstrate a 
social awareness 
and respect for 
human dignity, 
including the 
similarities and 
differences of all 
people, groups, 

At London City Schools, we are proud to 
have developed our Portrait of a Graduate, 
providing strategic direction for the overall 
educational experience for our students.

London City Schools
Portrait of a Graduate
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LHS is Building Future Ready 
Skills Across the Curriculum
London High School is working diligently to ensure 
students are appropriately skilled in literacy, numeracy, and 
technology. These pillars of success in high school will set 
up our students with the skills and knowledge necessary 
as graduates of London City Schools and in preparation for 
their career or college of 
their choice. 

In preparing students 
in literacy, our English 
department is continually 
looking for students to 
analyze and explore new ways 
of thinking and considering 
problems through both 
fiction and non-fiction 
literature. Our students 
are expected to read and 
write at high levels, which 
will allow them to explore 
anything from reading for 
pleasure to writing essays. 
After taking foundation 
and required courses in 
English, London High School also offers elective courses in 
Contemporary Literature, Literature and Composition, and 
Public Speaking. In addition, students may take AP Literature 
and Composition as well as College Credit Plus classes that 
allow them to earn college credits in many public universities 
around the state. 

In the math department, the strategy is to build a strong 
foundation to prepare students for upper-level classes. 
Students begin their math courses with Algebra I, Geometry, 
and Algebra II. We currently offer higher-level courses 
in Quantitative Reasoning, Trigonometry/Pre-Calculus, 
Calculus, and College Credit Algebra. These math courses 
complete high school requirements as well as prepare 
students for college-level math. 

With having computers in the hands of every student, 
LHS has developed three courses in a Computer Science 
pathway that includes courses in exploration, STEM, and AP 
Computer Science. The technology our students have does 
not erase good teachers; rather, it enhances what we are 
doing in the classroom and offers students opportunities 
that many students elsewhere do not possess. 

London High School is fortunate to have excellent teachers 
who are there to help students succeed and push themselves 
for more. We continue to look for ways to grow our students 
in these areas of being a Future Ready student.

Mock Crash Helps 
Teach Dangers of 
Distracted Driving
During Homecoming Week, LHS 
held an assembly on Distracted 
Driving. The event was in partnership 
with State Highway Patrol, Madison 
County Sheriff’s Department, London 
Fire Department, London Police 
Department, Barkers Towing, and 
Survival Flight. 

During the assembly, students were 
reminded of the consequences of 
distracted driving by witnessing a 
mock crash. Car accidents remain 
the leading cause of death for 16- to 
19-year-olds. The school is hoping 
to drive home just how dangerous 
distracted driving is for everyone, 
but especially teen drivers. Trooper 
Jason Hofmann from the Madison 
County State Highway Patrol Post 
coordinated the event with Mrs. 
Carla Shaw, assistant principal of 
LHS, as well as first-responders  
from London and Madison County.
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London Elementary  
is Chasing Excellence
This fall London Elementary School celebrated our 
building success on the Ohio State Report Card. 
As a whole, the school moved from a rating of a 
“C” to a “B” designation this year. This would not 
have been possible without the commitment from 
our staff and the hard work of our students day-in 
and day-out. It was a great way to start the year!

DARE to Live Your Best Life!
On October 15, 2019, LES held its DARE graduation 
celebrating the commitment of each fifth-grade 
student, who completed their DARE course 
with Deputy Roberts this fall. Deputy Roberts 
announced to those in attendance that this was 
the largest DARE class, 189, she has had graduate 
under her care in Madison County. Six students, 
designated as “Top Guns”, were chosen by staff to 
share their DARE commitment with the audience. 
Each one spoke of their commitment to live their 
best life and what they had learned from the 
program. We are honored to have such a great 
partnership with the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department and the work from our 5th-grade 
staff members to help make this a priority for our 
students each year.

Four Students Added to 
New LES Wall of Honor
In September, LES held an all-school assembly 
to celebrate not only the school’s success of the 
State Report Card but also a few extraordinary 
accomplishments of LES students. 

LCS is now iReady
London Kindergarten through eighth-grade 
teachers will have a new tool to help students 
achieve this year called iReady. iReady is an 
adaptive assessment that district students will 
take three times per year in reading and math. 
Each question a student receives as part of the 
assessment is individualized based on their 
answer to the previous question. A series of 
correct answers will prompt slightly harder 
questions, while a series of incorrect answers 
prompt slightly easier questions. Once finished 
with the assessment, students receive a “just 
right” placement level. 

The advantage of this program over the district’s 
previous program involves follow up instruction. 
The program automatically groups students for 
instruction based on performance, which saves 
the classroom teacher time. Perhaps the most 
important difference between programs is the fact 
that iReady also provides targeted, online lessons 
for each student. These lessons allow students the 
opportunity to catch up or advance skills based on 
their own level. 

When asked how this could impact teaching in 
the classroom and student growth, the first-grade 
team at LES stated, “The bottom line of every 
teacher, parent, student, and London City schools 
is to have every child meet and stretch beyond 
their goals to provide the best education so that 
our students are future-ready. With iReady in their 
hands at home, school, and beyond, our students 
will do just that. Having a tailored intervention for 
every student is a dream come true.  This will help 
with the RtI process, both in assessment data and 
the intervention needed for each child.  This will 
fill in any gaps and stretch our students while also 
providing enrichment to students who need to 
show growth beyond our first-grade curriculum.”

In particular, the school celebrated the fact 
that almost 200 students scored advanced on 
one of the state assessments. Each student who 
earned this was presented with a certificate in 
their homeroom during the week. During the 
assemble four students were surprised to learn 
that their achievement would earn them a spot 
of the “Wall of Honor.” Students who scored 
perfect on one of the state assessments were 
presented with a placard with their name on 
it, which now hangs prominently in the LES 
cafeteria for all to see. Congrats to all students 
who earned this great achievement.
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At LMS – You Matter!
On October 10, 2019, students had picture day, but this year, 
we added a little extra to this event, the “Why You Matter” 
Campaign. In addition to the student’s school picture, a 
second picture was taken of the student holding a whiteboard 
with their #whyyoumatter statement. This photo will be 
turned into a poster. These posters will be printed and hung 
around the school for all to see. The basic premise of this 
campaign is a simple question: “Why do you matter?” This 
campaign is consistent with our district goal of ensuring every 
student is prepared for success by helping students build and 
maintain a positive self-image.

Moving Toward Career Ready  
at London Middle School
Since the beginning of the year, London Middle School 
guidance counselor Cara Boettner has completed the process 
of establishing close to 500 student backpacks for career 
exploration through Ohio Means Jobs. This backpack is an 
online career-planning tool that helps students discover career 
interests and explore future job options. Career exploration 
and planning will not only allow our middle school students to 
focus on future career options but will help them to align their 
high school courses of study to their career pathways. This can 
lead to improved academic performance, enhanced student 
attitudes towards future careers, higher graduation rates, and 
post-secondary student enrollment. All of this is uniformed to 
the district’s improvement strategy of providing the students 
with a Future Ready framework, career exploration options, 
earned graduation seals, and college-ready skills.

LMS Robo Raiders Prep  
for First Competition
This year, the LMS ‘Robo-Raiders’ plan to attend our very first 
Robotics Competition on December 7, 2019, at North Union Local 
School. We will be sending two teams of six (a boys team and a 
girls team) to compete against robotics clubs from other school 
districts. Led by LMS teachers Ryan Appis and Sean Thompson, 
the LMS Robotics Club is comprised of over 30 students who 
learn about robots and other STEM-related topics. Also, the club 
completes design challenges and activities such as coding using 
Scratch, 3D modeling and principles, and using Google Sketchup 
in architectural and engineering projects. This year, students will 
also participate in a design project or design challenge hosted by 
National Geographic, where the students will look to research, 
design, and model an innovative way to reduce the amount of 
pollution in our ocean’s water.

Calling All  
Would-be Argonauts!
The London City School District is 
partnering with JASON Learning to provide 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience for one 
London student in 2020. Named after 
the mythical Greek explorers, the chosen 
Argonaut will have an opportunity to 
experience a STEM expedition sometime 
during the second semester of this year or 
possibly the summer of 2020. The trip is 
free for students, and essential gear will be 
provided. Students must, however, provide 
for shots, clothes, travel documents, etc. Past 
trips have included studying Forest Owls in 
Arizona, learning more about Sea Turtles in 
the Bahamas, or applying design thinking at 
Google and Facebook. 

Who Should Apply?
Students who:

• Will be between 13 - 17 years old  
on June 1, 2020;

• Demonstrate a strong interest  
and ability in science;

• Possess excellent leadership  
and teamwork skills;

• Are self-motivated, creative,  
and adventurous;

• Possess (or are willing to learn!) 
excellent communication skills;

• Exhibit an eagerness to participate 
in field activities which may be 
outdoors and/or strenuous in nature;

• Have ideally used JASON  
in an educational setting.

Applications for London students are 
available now at www.jason.org/argonauts. 
All applications will be due on or before 
December 6, 2019. A local committee will 
evaluate applications with the successful 
applicant will be notified by January 1, 2020.

Treasurer Talk
By Ms. Kristine Blind, CFO/Treasurer

It feels great to be back here, serving this 
wonderful community. I have enjoyed getting 
reconnected with everyone and meeting 
some new people. I feel I have come home, 
where I belong.

As I settled in and began work, several things 
became very clear. First, this district is 
growing, slowly but surely. In the two years I 
was away, we have added 60 students to our 
hallways. This is exciting to see and solidifies 
my next thought, which is progress. This 
district has made progress in so many areas. 
This progress, coupled with innovation, is 
attracting new families and students. We are 
well on our way to being THE London City 
Schools – a premier, desired school district, 
full of endless possibilities!

On the financial front, the district has been a 
terrific steward of taxpayer dollars, and we will 
continually strive to find ways to be efficient 
without sacrificing top-quality education. 
Although the new state budget did not provide 
an increase in general operating funds, we did 
receive some restricted or special funds to be 
used for student wellness and success. This 
will aid us in expanding the programs and 
services we already have in place to serve our 
students in this way.

As always, my door is open, and I welcome you 
to contact me should you have any questions 
at any time. Please feel free to email questions 
to kristine.blind@london.k12.oh.us or 
call the office and make an 
appointment at 740.852.5700 
extension 2113.

I thank you for your dedication 
and support of this district. 
Happy Fall!
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Red Raiders Earn  
End-of-Season Honors
Congratulations to the following Red 
Raiders on their All-Conference Honors!

Volleyball
Lexi Zabloudil: 1st Team All-CBC
Grace Ayers: 2nd Team All-CBC
Briana Calloway: 2nd Team All-CBC
Elli Trimble: Special Mention All-CBC
Ericca Holloway: CBC Sportsmanship Award

Golf
Kayla Clinger: 1st Team All-CBC
Cade Smith: 2nd Team All-CBC
Drew Herman: 2nd Team All-CBC
Nic Scaggs: CBC Sportsmanship Award
Kalya Clinger: CBC Sportsmanship Award

Soccer
Amber Wolford: 1st Team All-CBC
Abby Weiner: 2nd Team All-CBC
Emily Fraysier: Special Mention All-CBC
Kayla Baker: CBC Sportsmanship Award
Joseph Davis: 1st Team All-CBC
Ashton Wolford: 2nd Team All-CBC
Ethan Hastings: Special Mention All-CBC
Josh Herrli: CBC Sportsmanship Award

Cross Country
Adam Siddiqi: 2nd Team All-CBC
James Marco: Special Mention All-CBC
Lucas Brenstuhl: CBC Sportsmanship Award
Alex Tewalt: CBC Sportsmanship Award

Girls Tennis
Hannah Jones: Special Mention All-CBC
Aubrey Cline: CBC Sportsmanship Award
Note: Conference awards for football and 
cheerleading and all-district/state honors 
were not available by the Raiderscope 
printing deadline.

Facility and Ground Upgrades 
To Athletic Properties 
This summer and early fall have seen some repairs 
and renovations to several of our facilities. This 
summer, the successive days of rain allowed the 
rolling and aeration of all of our outdoor grass 
athletic surfaces to help level them out and make 
them safer for play. 

The baseball backstop has been repaired to its 
normal state. Also, the press box received a much-
needed facelift with a new floor and countertop 
installed, along with the interior painted. Next up 
will be to repair and replace the indoor scoreboards 
at the high school.

Sports

Facility Usage Reminder
Community members wanting to use one 
of our facilities, whether it be indoors or 
outdoors, should visit the following site 
to request use: www.london.k12.oh.us/
UseofDistrictPremises.aspx

The only London City Schools facilities 
that do not require proper prior approval 
are the track, the batting cages, and the 
tennis courts. However, these are not 
to be used by the public while athletic 
practices or contests are being held at 
those facilities.

London’s Fall Sports Season on Fire!

London Playing Around  
with New Esports Team
London is hoping to take providing opportunities for 
its students to the next level, or stage, or campaign, or 
whatever the description of success is on your favorite 
video game. In an attempt to positively engage more 
district students and to provide opportunities in an 
already billion-dollar industry, London launched an 
esports team earlier this fall. In doing so, London 
was the first school in the area and one of a growing 
number of schools state-wide to sponsor a district 
esports team. The response to the district’s foray into 
gaming has been overwhelming. Almost 50 students 
attended a planning meeting at the beginning of 
the year, and dozens participated in the first days of 
practice in October. 

Most of today’s parents grew up in a video game culture 
and challenged friends to competitions playing video 
games on systems like Atari, Colecovision, or Sega. 
Today, students participate as part of a high school 
team against other high schools by playing some of 
the most popular online games. LHS has aligned with 
Esports Ohio, which describes itself as “a free grass-
roots implementation of High School esports in Ohio 
officially affiliated through school districts focusing 
on providing student opportunities.” This organization 
sponsors events and seasonal championships for 
teams. Schools also “practice” during the year by 
competing against other schools in “dual meets.” 

This new venture for LCS fits right in with the district’s 
goal of providing students with a variety of academic, 
athletic, and extracurricular opportunities. As with any 
other sport or activity, esports’ goal is to give students 
a chance to develop skills, make friends, and represent 
their school in competition. LHS has already seen 
these goals being achieved. 

LHS Sophomore Jacob Duval said, “It’s kind of like I 
found my home, my home amongst the gamers.”
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The London City School District 
Board of Education meets 
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Meeting dates are approved in 
January for the year. Special 
meetings of the Board of 
Education are scheduled on an 
as-needed basis. Meetings are 
held in room 311 of London High 
School unless otherwise noted.

Notice of Special Meetings 
is placed on the district 
webpage and advertised in 
the Madison Messenger.
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Elementary 740-845-3272 
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High School 740-852-5705
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Important Dates to Remember
Nov 27 No School, Parent Teacher  
 Conference Make-Up Day
Nov 28 – 29 No School, Thanksgiving Break
Dec 20 End of 2nd Grading Period
Dec 23 – Jan 2 No School, Winter Break
Jan 3 No School, Staff Professional  
 Development/Records Day
Jan 6 Classes Resume
Jan 10 Report Cards Available
Jan 20 No School, M.L. King, Jr. Day
Jan 30 2-Hour Early Release, Staff  
 Professional Development
Feb 6 2-Hour Early Release,  
 Parent-Teacher Conferences
Feb 7 Interim Reports Available
Feb 11 Parent-Teacher Conferences
Feb 14 No School, Parent-Teacher  
 Conference Make-Up Day
Feb 17 No School, President’s Day


