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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE 

As you know, the Illinois General Assembly has enacted the Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act 

(CRTA), which goes into effect on January 1, 2020, and legalizes the recreational use of 

cannabis by individuals who are over the age of 21 in Illinois. The legalization of cannabis is a 

significant change and will bring with it significant challenges for schools.  I want to ensure that 

all parents understand the expectations and policies governing students and visitors while on 

school property and/or attending school events.  Please be reminded that cannabis possession and 

usage is prohibited on or near school grounds or school buses by anyone per Board Policy 8:30, 

Visitors to and Conduct on School Property, and Board Policy 7:190, Student Behavior.  If you 

have any questions or concerns, please contact me. 

 

VEI PRESENTS AT BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

Students from the Virtual Enterprises International (VEI) class were invited to the Board of 

Education meeting on December 16, 2019.  They shared their experiences with this class, which 

is designed to introduce them to starting up and running a business.  The year began with 

interviews and the “hiring” of positions within their virtual company, called Skyline.  The 

students designed their product, created a marketing plan, and are generating virtual sales.  Each 

student in the program earns a virtual salary based on their position in the company, and the 

profit it generates.  The students then in turn can spend their personal earnings on purchasing 

other virtual products across the globe in other virtual enterprise classes.   

 

The VEI class competed at the Southern Regional Conference and Exhibition in Pigeon Forge, 

Tennessee in November and placed 2nd out of 90 teams!  The enthusiasm and excitement of the 

students was evident in their presentation.  Congratulations on a job well done on your first 

competition!  
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MCHS STUDENT COUNCIL 
Student Council was busy with many activities in December in preparation for the holiday 

season.  Partnering with the Boys Basketball Programs, student council sponsored a Toys for 

Tots day to donate toys to local families.  Thank you to the Marine Corps Reserve and all who 

donated to help less fortunate families.  

  
BBFFA 
This year the BBFFA game will be on February 7th.  Students will decorate the school, compete 

in games during a pep assembly, and see who can get the most students to "Pack the House" 

Friday night during basketball games vs. Harvard High School in Homer Barry Gymnasium.   

 

PRIDE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

The PRIDE committee of Marengo 

Community High School recognized thirteen 

students selected by the faculty as “November 

Students of the Month.”  They were 

nominated for many reasons, including 

positive attitude, hard work, taking a 

leadership role, and willingness to go the 

extra mile. These students are: (left to right) 

Back row: James Scott (sophomore), Fatimah 

Becovic (junior), Erin Ferreira (junior), 

Brooke Behrens (junior), Jenesis Hernandez 

(senior) and Belkis Jimenez (senior); Front 

row: Amanda Tomasi (senior), Carlie Seemann (senior), Evelyn Ruiz (freshman) and Ian 

McEwan (senior). Not pictured were Kailey Hawke (senior), Samantha Smith (junior) and 

Zachary Walsweer (junior). These students were treated to a pizza lunch provided by Joe’s Place. 

 

 

PINATA CONTEST 

The Latino Student Group invited students to enter a piñata contest.  The winning piñata was 

made by Jeannette Franco, who received candy to fill it.  If you research the history of the piñata 

and what it symbolizes, most commonly you'll read that it represents the selfishness and the 

darker side of people.  Breaking it means defeating those negative human emotions.   The piñata 

contest was an idea from Valeria Rivera. Next year, we hope to have more students participating.  
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THE LATEST NEWS FROM MARENGO FFA 

Do you know anyone who struggles to shovel snow? FFA can help! 

REMINDER: We are in school during the week. 

Possible times for shoveling:  3:30pm to 8pm Monday-Thursday; 3:30pm-10pm Friday;  

6am-8 am; 3:30pm-10pm Saturday; 1pm- 4pm Sunday ~ We will change times based on snowfall. 

Call and leave a message or Text 815-575-1408.  We are looking forward to this season! 

 

October-November Events, by Katelyn Shambo 

 

National FFA Convention And Expo! 

An annual event in which members from all over 

the United States come together in Indianapolis to 

communicate with other students in the agriculture 

field. Four days full of finding inspiration for 

students to take their next steps into the future. As 

they get to explore opportunities and celebrate their 

accomplishments. This year the members that went 

ranged from freshman to senior. In total there were 

four members: Andrew Millard, Katy Cassan, 

Gretchen Casper, and Hayden Gieseke. 
 
 

 

 

CHAPTER EVENTS 

October Meeting 
The October meeting was held at Tom’s Farmers 

Market in Huntley. Thanks to the 

accommodations from Tom and Liz our chapter 

was able to take a tour of the market. This year 

we divided up into our “campout tribes” and had 

a race to see which group can go through the 

maze the fastest by working together as a group 

by problem solving and leadership. 

 

 

November Meeting 
Our FFA chapter brought something new to 

the table which we called “FFA 

Friendsgiving.” We held our meeting at the 

school in the teacher’s lounge where each 

member had the choice to bring a food dish 

that they wished to share with the chapter. 

Since November is the season of thanks, we 

wrote thank you letters to the veterans who 

have served our nation and distributed them 

during our Veterans Day assembly. 
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Veterans Day 
The students in our floral design classes 

created 146 boutineers for veterans that 

came to the veteran’s day assembly 

along with making the center pieces for 

the tables. We had members who 

volunteered pinned the flowers to the 

veterans as they thanked them for their 

service and for the freedom they have 

given this country. 

 

 

Career Fair 
This was an event where students gained more 

information on future schools and jobs. There 

were a total of seven members that went on this 

trip. Glenda Mireles says, “It was interesting. We 

got to speak to many representatives from 

colleges in the state and we met many people 

with the same interests as us.” They went on a 

tour of a food bank building and were able to 

obtain more knowledge on how different senses 

are made for specific foods. 
 

SECTION 6 EVENTS  
Dairy Products CDE 

Dairy Products is a career development event in which members identify cheese, dairy vs imitation, milk 

and have to grade it based on its default. They also have to take a test on the dairy industry and indicate 

the somatic cells by using the CMT test. There were 6 members who participated two members made the 

top ten Katie Shambo took 1st and Sarah Bohlander took 4th while overall Marengo took 2nd place. 

 

Land Use CDE 

Land Use is a career development event in 

which members have to grade the layers of the 

soil, identify the slope, and determine what the 

area is best used for. The team consisted of 

Shanna Swanson, Hayden Gieseke, and Ethan 

Gieseke taking 4th place overall as a team.  

 

 

 

Agronomy CDE 
This year the members had to identify weeds and 

seeds. Every year the students have to identify a 

new section and this year was insects. There was a 

total of 5 members while three members took the 

top ten Hayden Gieseke took 3rd, Noelle Haas took 

6th, and Jackie Euker took 10th overall Marengo 

took 2nd place. 
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READING CLUB CHRISTMAS PARTY 

On Friday, December 6th, the MCHS Reading 

Club had their annual Christmas Party in the 

Media Center. We had a White Elephant gift 

exchange, and a huge stuffed animal was the 

most popular gift.  Students played various 

games, but the favorite was Twister!  We also 

had pizza, and some wonderful Christmas 

treats created by Reading Club members. 

 

All members received a free book, as well as a 

poster of their choice. Good books were 

recommended, and a fun time was had by all! 

 

 

SPRING MUSICAL CAST ANNOUNCED 

After two days of auditions with their largest 

numbers of students in recent history, the MCHS 

Theatre Department is proud to announce the cast 

for the 2020 Spring Musical, Anything Goes. The 

musical will take place the weekend of March 12th-

14th and is sure to be a smashing success.  

 

 

 

RENO SWEENEY --- Libby Bowen 

BILLY CROCKER --- Finnigan Schirmer 

HOPE HARCOURT --- Amanda Tomasi 

LORD EVELYN OAKLEIGH --- Aiden Smith 

MOONFACE MARTIN --- Nell Machura 

ERMA --- Cameron Holst 

ELISHA J. WHITNEY --- Nicholas Tomasi 

MRS. EVANGELINE HARCOURT --- Richmond Fredrickson 

THE CAPTAIN --- Jagger Ferden 

THE PURSER --- Mason Feldt 

THE MINISTER --- Ian McEwan 

LUKE (Bernice) --- Kat Kopija  

JOHN (Clyde) --- Brody Donner 

BARTENDER FRED --- Kirubel Addis 

RENO’S ANGELS --- Rebecca Millard, Rebekah Addis, Samantha Hober, Summer Kunzer, 

Ariel Drolen, Alexis Elqunni 

ENSEMBLE (Sailors, Passengers, etc.) Ryan Seeman, Isidro Reyes, Cody Welker, Micah 

Meade, Robert Lopez, Greg Baker, Maggie Simons, Sophya Anbar, Jessica Minogue, Melanie 

Rocha, Linnea Hadlock, Jessica Elqunni, Ava Simons 
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GUIDANCE NEWS 

Class of 2024 Orientation Night 
When: February 19, 2020 at 7pm Registration presentation in Auditorium 

         at 6pm Sports and Club booths in Commons 

Where: MCHS 

Who: Class of 2024 and their parents/guardians 

 

Please join the MCHS faculty as we welcome the Class of 2024 to high school.  Students will 

receive an orientation packet with all material required to to turn in for enrollment in District 

154.  The packet will also include class registration material and placement test results.  Please 

plan on attending this very informative event and meet some teachers, counselors, and 

administration members.   

 

Schedule changes for 2nd semester 
Student initiated schedule changes may only be made the first five days of the semester.  The last 

day to initiate changes is January 10th. 

 

Schedule changes can only be made for specific reasons: 

 Drop a class to add a study hall (only one study hall per day) 

 Drop study hall to add a class 

 Level changes (ex: general to honors) 

 Add late start/early release to schedule (must meet gpa requirement) 

 

Registration for 2020-2021 
Students are beginning to select classes for the next academic year.  This is an important process 

in which parent involvement is key.    

 

Things to consider when selecting classes:  

 Rigor - Do you qualify to take an Advanced Placement or Honors class?  Selective 

colleges consider this factor when reviewing applications. 

 Graduation Requirements - Do you have the required classes? 

 Career Interests - Electives provide exposure to possible career pathways.  Lists of 

courses suggested by career interest are posted in the back of the curriculum guide. 

 

Reminder from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) in regard to student 

information.  According to Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) all military recruiters have 

equal access to student directory (name, address and telephone) information unless a 

parent/guardian and student submit a written statement requesting exclusion to the registrar.  

This information is regularly requested by recruiters for students in grades 11 and 12.  All 

requests to be excluded (opt out) must be written and signed by all parties.   

 

Senior students - Local scholarships are beginning to be posted on the Guidance Web Site.  Go 

to our school website then select the Guidance section or click here .  Scholarships are 

continuously added so check back regularly. 

 

 

http://marengochsd154il.apptegy.us/o/marengo-chsd-154/page/scholarship-information--39
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ATHLETIC NEWS 

 

2019 MCHS FOOTBALL AWARDS 
On Thursday, December 12th, MCHS football honored it's seniors as well as several players for 

their accomplishments, along with the entire 2019 team. The Indians celebrated eight 1st Team 

All-Conference selections in the Kishwaukee River Conference for 2019, and eighteen over the 

last two seasons! This list includes the following players: Finn Schirmer (Sr.), Jagger Ferden 

(Sr.), Sean Trainor (Sr.), Cole Davis (Jr.), Jonah Pace (Jr.) Mason Feldt (Jr.) Tyler Mirtl (Jr.) and 

Landon Oine (Jr.)   

  

The Indians also boasted four IHSA Academic All-State players in Sean Trainor, Cole Davis, 

Landon Oine, and Tyler Mirtl.  Furthermore, to add to the list of accomplishments for the 2019 

Indians, senior lineman Jagger Ferden was selected as an IHSA Honorable Mention All State 

class 4A selection. Lastly, Finn Shirmer (1,606 yards rushing in 2019) was selected to the IHSA 

First Team All-State team class 4A. Finn was also an All State honorable mention selection in 

2018 and finishes his career with over 3,300 yards rushing and a school record 49 rushing TDs 

over the last two seasons. Finn also tied most rushing TD's in a game with 6 vs Plano in 2019. 

Great job Finn! 

Other Marengo team awards during the night include: Special Teams Player of the Year (Cole 

Davis), Defensive Player of the Year (Jonah Pace), Offensive Player of the Year (Finn 

Schirmer), and Most Improved Player (Niko San Miguel). 

 

The MCHS coaching staff also recognized the fresh/soph football players for their efforts and a 

productive season. This level was made up of 20 freshmen and 16 sophomores. They finished 

with a 6-3 record, outscoring their opponents by an average of 34-16. 

  

KELLY CAMP LEADERSHIP AWARD 
Coach Kelly Camp served as the Head Football Coach at 

Marengo High School from 1980 - 1998. Coach Camp 

finished his career at Marengo with 98 wins, which included 

seven quarterfinal appearances.  The Indian Football 

Program finished second in the state in 1992. Coach Camp 

enriched the lives of countless students at MCHS. Our 

annual award for outstanding character, leadership, and 

excellence on and off the field boasts Coach Camp's name. 

The 2019 Kelly Camp Award has been awarded to senior 

linebacker Sean Trainor. Throughout the year, Sean proved 

he deserved this award with his attitude of excellence, 

character, leadership, and dedication.  This award reflects his 

willingness to lead by serving others, doing what is best for 

the team, and inspiring our program with enthusiasm.  Sean 

Trainor has earned the respect of our football team, our staff, 

and served as an exemplary role model for future Indian 

football players for years to come. Great work Sean! 
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CHEER COMPETITIONS 

The MCHS Cheerleaders placed 3rd in the medium varsity division at the DeKalb Cheer 

Competition on December 14, 2019, and will be competing all throughout January!  Come cheer 

them on at Woodstock North on January 11th at 1pm.  Other competitions include the 

Kishwaukee River Valley Conference on January 22nd @ 6pm at Johnsburg High School, and 

on January 26th at Huntley High School. 

 
 

 

ATHLETIC SIGNINGS 

Congratulations to Jagger Ferden and Lillie Simons, who signed on December 18, 2019 to 

continue their athletic careers at the collegiate level! 

     
 

 
Jagger Ferden signed to play football at 

the University of North Dakota. 

Lillie Simons signed to play volleyball at 

the University of South Alabama. 


