
December 29, 2019                              Pastor Steve Hardy 
The Prayers of Christmas:  Anna 

Luke 2:36-38 

 

Do you “have devotions,” or are you devoted to Jesus 

Christ?  From the earliest days of discipleship new followers 

of Jesus are urged to set aside “some time” in devotion to 

God, typically referencing a few minutes each day reading 

Scripture and prayer. But perhaps we are unwittingly laying 

a foundation for a misconception about what it means to be 

a devoted follower of Jesus! 

 

I.  Expressing devotion with our “TALENTS”, Luke 2:36. 

 

II.  Expressing devotion with our TREASURES, Luke 2:37. 

 

III.  Expressing devotion with our TIME, Luke 2:37. 

 

IV.  Expressing devotion with our THANKS, Luke 2:38. 

 

V.  Expressing devotion with our TALK, Luke 2:38. 

 

Proverb 23:17 sets up an interesting parallel that 

emphasizes intentionality about living “in the fear of the 

LORD” literally “all the day.” Every day. Have devotions, not 

as a “set aside” but as a “set up” for a full day devoted to 

the LORD. 

 

 

The start of the new year is a convenient 

time to consider what the New Year might 

look like, how it might be different, how 

you might be different in it. What new or 

ongoing things will you as individuals and as a family do to 

walk in devotion to Jesus “all the day,” every day in 2020? 

 

For Further Study, Thought, and Discussion: 

1.  From the little bit we know about Anna, it seems she lost 

her husband by her mid-20’s, probably had no children, and 

lived 60 or so years (when we meet her in Luke 2) as a 

widow. What kind of counsel and advice do you think she 

might have heard from others through the years, given her 

situation? Consider the recommendations and concern of 

Paul expressed in 1 Timothy 5:9-15 as you think about this.  

 

2.  Admittedly this involves conjecture, but how easy do you 

think it was for Anna to live out her devotion to God as she 

did? How many aspects of her life would have been impacted 

by her devotion? What options might she have been tempted 

to consider? 

 

3.  How would you compare the spirit of Naomi, reflected in 

Ruth 1:19-21, with what seems to be true of Anna? What did 

Naomi learn as time went on (Ruth 2:20; 4:14-17)? What do 

you think the widows Anna, Ruth, and Naomi would tell any 

of us about a life of devotion to the LORD? 

 

4.  Do you “have devotions”, or do you live devoted to the 

Lord Jesus Christ? I would suggest you can “have devotions” 

without living devoted to Jesus, but doubt that you can live 

devoted to Jesus if you never “have devotions”—that is, 

personal time with the Lord in His Word and prayer. Are 

there any habits or commitments you need to make for 2020 

to strengthen your devotion to God? 

 
NEXT WEEK:  The Appointment of Elders, Titus 1:5 

 

 

  

 


