
Mohave Valley Elementary School District #16  
Gifted Scope and Sequence 

Approved as amended by the Mohave Valley ESD Governing Board on December 10, 2019 

1.0 Program Design 
QUESTION Indicators District description 

1.1 What is your 

district’s definition of a 

gifted student and gifted 

education? 

 Multiple criteria, non-verbal, verbal and 

quantitative 

 97% on state approved tests or services for 

students with borderline scores 

 Read the state definition and incorporate it 

into your local district 

A Gifted pupil is defined as a child who is of lawful school 

age, who due to superior intellect or advanced learning 

ability, or both, is not afforded an opportunity for otherwise 

attainable progress and development in regular classroom 

instruction and who needs appropriate 

 

Gifted education is defined as appropriate academic course 

offerings and services that are required to provide an 

educational program that is an integral part of the regular 

school day and that is commensurate with the academic 

abilities and potential of a gifted pupil. 

 

Students who score 97%+ on a state approved test for 

giftedness automatically qualify and will be offered services 

immediately. Students who score in the 95-96% will be 

considered on an individual basis.  

 

Students who test into the gifted program in another school 

district will automatically qualify for gifted services in MVESD 

#16. 

 

MVESD’s Gifted Education program will provide students 

instruction in the content areas integrating the State’s 

Academic Standards for each subject area. To meet the 

specific and unique needs of these students, the content will 

be expanded beyond the basic objectives to develop these 

students’ skills in critical thinking and reasoning, as well as 

expanding into standards at a deeper level of understanding 

and application. 



 

1.2 Describe the 

Philosophy and Goals for 

your gifted program. 

 Incorporates a K-8 or K-12 continuity of 

services 

 Modify instruction/curriculum to meet 

student needs 

 Describes differentiation in process, content 

and product 

 “Gifted students are gifted all day, not just 

for a small segment of that day” 

 Goal: start with where the student is 

academically and accelerate the pace of 

instruction 

 Goal: train as many teachers as possible 

about the unique needs of gifted students 

 Goal: develop a program that represents 

the diversity of the school and district 

 

 

The goal of MVESD’s gifted program is to promote student 

learning to reach each individual student’s potential. To 

accomplish this:  

 

Gifted students are clustered into one classroom per grade 

level. 

 

Teachers will differentiate instruction based on the gifted 

students needs, abilities, and interests.  

 

Differentiated instruction will be standards based and 

developed for the core academic subjects. 

 

A daily pull-out program will be encouraged at all levels 

where students will meet with age-appropriate gifted peers 

and/or an after school program will be run for gifted 

students, to develop specific topics and projects in greater 

detail. This can occur during the Tier II period or 21 Century 

program at the elementary level, or during exploratories or 

the after school program at the junior high.  

 

1.3 How do you group 

and deliver services to 

your K-2 students? 

 Self-contained, cluster, pull out or 

differentiated instruction within the regular 

classroom 

 Specific instructional strategies tailored to 

the needs of the gifted learner, open ended 

questioning, projects, activities that focus 

on higher order thinking skills  

Students will be clustered into one class per grade level per 

school. Differentiated instruction will be used by these 

teachers to meet the learning needs of gifted students.  

 

 

1.4 How do you group 

and deliver services to 

your 3-5 students? 

 Self-contained, cluster, pull out or 

differentiated instruction within the regular 

classroom 

 Specific instructional strategies tailored to 

the needs of the gifted learner, open ended 

questioning, projects, activities that focus 

on higher order thinking skills 

Students will be clustered into one class per grade level per 

school. Differentiated instruction will be used by these 

teachers to meet the learning needs of gifted students. 

Additionally, a weekly after school program will be used to 

further develop specific topics and projects in greater detail.  

1.5 How do you group 

and deliver services to 

your 6-8 students? 

 Specific instructional strategies tailored to 

the needs of the gifted learner, open ended 

questioning, projects, activities that focus 

on higher order thinking skills 

 Content driven, accelerated learning, 

honors classes, flexible grouping 

Students will be clustered into one class per grade level per 

school. Differentiated instruction will be used by these 

teachers to meet the learning needs of gifted students. 

Additionally, daily exploratory class will be created for gifted 

students, and/or a weekly after school program will be used 

to further develop specific topics and projects in greater 

detail. 



 

1.6 How do you group 

and deliver services to 

your 9-12 students? 

 Specific instructional strategies tailored to 

the needs of the gifted learner, open ended 

questioning, projects, activities that focus 

on higher order thinking skills 

 Content driven, accelerated learning, 

honors classes, AP/IB classes, flexible 

grouping and/or scheduling 

 

NA 

1.7 Describe how you 

integrate your program 

standards with the 

Arizona State Standards 

at each grade level. 

 Use a curriculum mapping approach 

 Testing for competency before teaching 

content 

 Use Vertical alignment strategies 

 

 

 

 

MVESD’s approach will be to further develop the grade-

appropriate academic standards for each core subject, 

thereby fostering each student’s understanding of the 

concept at hand. Additionally, when possible, students will 

be accelerated when the data shows that students have 

already mastered a specific topic of study.  

1.8 How do you involve 

parents in your program? 

 Periodic orientation/communication 

meetings 

 Provide information about summer 

programs like Johns Hopkins, ASU and U of 

A. 

 Newsletters, parent support groups 

A parent meeting will be held at the beginning of each school 

year at each school to explain the components of the gifted 

program. 

 

Parents will receive progress reports quarterly of their 

students’ progress as part of the regular academic program. 

 

Information on activities outside of school will be shared 

with parents as it is received. 



 

2.0 Curriculum and Instruction 

Question Indicators District description 
2.1 How do you 

differentiate instruction 

(pace and pedagogy) to 

K-2 students? Please list 

several sample activities 

to illustrate your 

description. 

 Training for teachers in flexible 

instructional groups 

 Provide for acceleration through extended 

literature, novels, math word problems, 

graph interpretation etc. 

 Establish a rubric for the pedagogy to be 

appropriately applied for this level  

All district teachers will receive PD specific to  the inquiry 

process during the 2019-20 school year. Primary teachers are 

scheduled to also receive inquiry process training, as well as 

student collaboration training (including helping gifted 

students learn to collaborate in and outside of their gifted peer 

group) during the summer and winter of 2020.  

 

Teachers meet in grade level and school-wide teams to create 

and discuss differentiated projects throughout the school year 

during the district’s early release program.  

 

The school schedules have a built in (reteach and) enrichment 

period each day that will be used to take the currently mapped 

standards to a deeper level for students showing proficiency 

on formative assessments.  

 

Using the state standards in the core subjects, teachers will 

expand the curriculum with differentiated assignments. Gifted 

students will be provided the opportunity to use a variety of 

materials to show content mastery and learning in a variety of 

methods outside of the standard curriculum based on the 

individual gifted learner.   

 



 

2.2 How do you 

differentiate instruction 

(pace and pedagogy) to 

3-5 students? Please list 

several sample activities 

to illustrate your 

description. 

 Training for teachers in flexible 

instructional groups 

 Provide for acceleration through extended 

literature, novels, math word problems, 

graph interpretation etc. 

 Establish a rubric for the pedagogy to be 

appropriately applied for this level 

All district teachers will receive PD specific to  the inquiry 

process during the 2019-20 school year. Intermediate 

teachers have and are scheduled to also receive inquiry 

process training, as well as student collaboration training 

(including helping gifted students learn to collaborate in and 

outside of their gifted peer group) during the summer of 2019 

and winter of 2020.  

 

Teachers meet in grade level and school-wide teams to create 

and discuss differentiated projects throughout the school year 

during the district’s early release program.  

 

The school schedules have a built in (reteach and) enrichment 

period each day that will be used to take the currently mapped 

standards to a deeper level for students showing proficiency 

on formative assessments.  

 

Using the state standards in the core subjects, teachers will 

expand the curriculum with differentiated assignments. Gifted 

students will be provided the opportunity to use a variety of 

materials to show content mastery and learning in a variety of 

methods outside of the standard curriculum based on the 

individual gifted learner.   

 



 

2.3 How do you 

differentiate instruction 

(pace and pedagogy) to 

6-8 students? Please list 

several sample activities 

to illustrate your 

description. 

 Training for teachers in flexible 

instructional groups 

 Provide for acceleration through extended 

literature, novels, math word problems, 

graph interpretation etc. 

 Develop an honors curriculum for gifted 

students Establish a rubric for the 

pedagogy to be appropriately applied for 

this level 

 Use real world connections, simulations, 

Mock Trial, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

All district teachers will receive PD specific to  the inquiry 

process during the 2019-20 school year. Junior High teachers 

received inquiry process training, as well as student 

collaboration training (including helping gifted students learn 

to collaborate in and outside of their gifted peer group) during 

the summer of 2018 and the winter of 2019.  

 

Teachers meet in subject, grade level and school-wide teams 

to create and discuss differentiated projects throughout the 

school year during the district’s early release program.  

 

The school schedules have a built in (reteach and) enrichment 

period each day that will be used to take the currently mapped 

standards to a deeper level for students showing proficiency 

on formative assessments.  

 

Using the state standards in the core subjects, teachers will 

expand the curriculum with differentiated assignments. Gifted 

students will be provided the opportunity to use a variety of 

materials to show content mastery and learning in a variety of 

methods outside of the standard curriculum based on the 

individual gifted learner.   

 

2.4 How do you 

differentiate instruction 

(pace and pedagogy) to 

9-12 students? Please 

list several sample 

activities to illustrate 

your description. 

 Training for teachers in flexible 

instructional groups 

 Provide for acceleration through extended 

literature, novels, math word problems, 

graph interpretation etc. 

 Provide AP/IB coursework for student 

Establish a rubric for the pedagogy to be 

appropriately applied for this level  

NA 

2.5 What curricular 

materials do you use for 

grades K-2? Be specific. 

 Curriculum used with gifted students will be the same as the 

general population during the day: McGraw Hill Wonders for 

Language Arts, McGraw Hill My Math for Math, Harcourt for 

Social Studies, and McMillan/McGraw Hill for Science; 

additionally Pearson SuccessMaker and/or other computerized 

learning systems will be used as supplemental materials.    

2.6 What curricular 

materials do you use for 

grades 3-5? Be specific. 

 
Curriculum used with gifted students will be the same as the 

general population during the day: McGraw Hill Wonders for 

Language Arts, McGraw Hill My Math for Math, Harcourt for 

Social Studies, and McMillan/McGraw Hill for Science; 

additionally Pearson SuccessMaker and/or other computerized 

learning systems will be used as supplemental materials.    



2.7 What curricular 

materials do you use for 

grades 6-8? Be specific. 

 
Curriculum used with gifted students will be the same as the 

general population during the day: Glencoe Study Sync for 

Language Arts, Glencoe for Math and Science, and Holt 

Reinhart, & Winston for Social Studies; Pearson SuccessMaker 

and/or other computerized learning systems will be used as 

supplemental materials.    
2.8 What curricular 

materials do you use for 

grades 9-12? Be specific. 

 
NA 

 



 

3.0 Identification 

Question Indicators District description 
3.1 Describe how your 

referral process for 

identification involves 

parents and staff. 

 Recommendations from parents/staff 

 Review of records and answers on transfer 

forms 

 Announcements/newsletters to parents 

 Referrals from counselors, administrators or 

support staff 

 In-service training for all staff and parents 

 Program description provided to all 

stakeholders 

At the beginning of each year, teachers will be notified of 

students who tested at the 90%+ on the state’s 

achievement tests during the prior year. These students 

receive automatic consideration for gifted testing. 

Additionally, at this time each teacher is asked for other 

likely candidates for gifted testing using a variety of data 

including Star Math and Reading scores, District Assessment 

scores, and teacher observation. 

 

Parents who request testing for the gifted program are 

automatically granted. Testing will be administered three 

times per year, at the end of the first, second, and third 

quarter of the school year.  

 

Final recommendations are made in writing and submitted to 

the school psychologist’s office for parental permission to be 

documented and testing completed.  

 

Gifted program details will be included in the district staff 

handbook and/or in each school’s handbook.  

3.2 Describe your 

process for the 

identification of K-12 

gifted students, including 

how your process 

addresses the variety of 

student environmental 

backgrounds. 

 Use a matrix for underrepresented students 

including at risk, ELL and equity compared to 

school population 

 Aims Scores 

 Use of non verbal tests 

 Multiple measures 

 Personal interviews 

 Performance in honors/AP/IB classes 

 Service 97%, but what about 96,95, 94 and 

others 

 

At the beginning of each year, teachers will be notified of 

students who tested at the 90%+ on the state’s 

achievement tests during the prior year. These students 

receive automatic consideration for gifted testing. 

Additionally, at this time each teacher is asked for other 

likely candidates for gifted testing using a variety of data 

including DIBELS Math and Reading scores, District 

Assessment scores, and teacher observation. 

 

Parents who request testing for the gifted program are 

automatically granted.  

 

Final recommendations are made in writing and submitted to 

the school psychologist’s office for parental permission to be 

documented and testing completed.  

 

Gifted program details will be included in this year’s district 

staff handbook and/or in each school’s staff handbook. 



 

3.3 Please list all the 

testing instruments and 

data points you use for 

gifted student 

identification and explain 

why you chose these 

instruments. 

 CogAT, Raven, Naglieri 

 Students grades 

 Gifted Characteristics Checklists 

 Student, teacher, parent input 

 State approved testing list 

 Standardized Testing results 

The DAP (district assessment plan) and/or AzMERIT scores 

are used each fall as starting points for gifted testing 

consideration. Students who score at/above the Highly 

Proficient  level in Reading, Language, or Math on the both 

the DAP and/or AzMERIT are automatically considered for 

testing. Secondary indicators including DIBELS Math and 

Reading Scores, as well as scores on the district’s 

assessment tests are also included. These identified students 

are then reviewed by past and present teachers. At this 

time, teachers can add students to the recommended testing 

list. Parents at any time can request gifted testing.  

 

The district has chosen the CogAT as its official gifted test. 

The rationale behind its selection is twofold: First, the test is 

non-verbal, providing the district a more accurate picture of 

students who come to school speaking a different language, 

or in the case of our Native American and lower SES 

populations, students who often come to school with limited 

language exposure. Second, the test has been standardized 

and is recommended for students as young as five years old, 

through high school.  

3.4 How do you inform 

parents and staff of your 

referral and identification 

process? 

 Formal letters to parents 

 Parent informational meetings, conferences 

 School newsletters/website 

Via email, staff handbook, student handbook, website 

announcements, and parent newsletter 

3.5 Once eligibility is 

determined, how do you 

inform parents of the 

decision and then handle 

an appeal of that 

decision? 

 Formal letters 

 Focus on data 

 Parent meetings 

 Meeting with teacher. Principal and Gifted 

Director 

Parents receive formal letters with gifted testing results. 

Students who do not qualify are eligible for follow-up testing 

during the same year based on teacher recommendation 

with principal approval and/or school psychologist 

recommendation. Should parents disagree with testing 

results, they may provide at their own expense testing 

results completed by a certified psychologist using a state 

approved assessment. This process will be contained in the 

testing results letter, as well as in the student handbook.  



 

4.0 Social and Emotional Development 

Question Indicators District description 
4.1  How do you provide 

for the unique affective 

needs of your gifted 

students K-2? 

 Grade level seminars to train teachers 

 Coordination of affective activities 

 Experiential learning approach 

 Provide common learning seminars for 

gifted students by grade level using pull 

out, cluster or self contained configurations 

 Use peer tutoring, cooperative leaning 

strategies 

 Establish a parent support group 

Students will be clustered in one class per grade level per 

school, providing them interaction with their gifted peers on a 

daily basis.  

 

As character education is a part of the daily routine for all 

students within the district, students in the gifted cluster 

classrooms will work with a variety of topics that can be 

specifically tailored and expanded to the needs of gifted 

students, including affective needs.  

 

Teachers will meet in grade level and school-wide teams to 

discuss differentiated projects throughout the school year 

during the district’s early release program.  

 

An after-school program will be utilized for students in grade 

K-2 in which gifted students will have the opportunity to 

interact daily with their gifted peers on thematic projects and 

units that correlate with the state’s academic standards.  

 

Opportunities will be given to teachers who work with gifted 

students to attend the state’s Gifted Conference where the 

affective needs of gifted students will/may be addressed.  

 

Gifted cluster teachers and parents as well as gifted students 

will have access to the expertise and resources of district staff 

in regards to the affective needs of gifted students including 

buy not limited to issues of motivation, dealing with peer and 

parental pressure, competition, social interactions with peers.  

 



 

4.2  How do you provide 

for the unique affective 

needs of your gifted 

students 3-5? 

 Grade level seminars to train teachers 

 Coordination of affective activities 

 Experiential learning approach 

 Provide common learning seminars for 

gifted students by grade level using pull 

out, cluster or self contained configurations 

 Use peer tutoring, cooperative leaning 

strategies 

 Establish a parent support group 

Students will be clustered in one class per grade level per 

school, providing them interaction with their gifted peers on a 

daily basis.  

 

As character education is a part of the daily routine for all 

students within the district, students in the gifted cluster 

classrooms will work with a variety of topics that can be 

specifically tailored and expanded to the needs of gifted 

students, including affective needs.  

 

Teachers will meet in grade level and school-wide teams to 

discuss differentiated projects throughout the school year 

during the district’s early release program.  

 

An after-school program will be utilized for students in grade 

3-5 in which gifted students will have the opportunity to 

interact daily with their gifted peers on thematic projects and 

units that correlate with the state’s academic standards, as 

well as academic competitions including Science Olympiad, 

Mathletes, etc.  

 

Opportunities will be given to teachers who work with gifted 

students to attend the state’s Gifted Conference where the 

affective needs of gifted students will/may be addressed.  

 

Gifted cluster teachers and parents as well as gifted students 

will have access to the expertise and resources of district staff 

in regards to the affective needs of gifted students including 

buy not limited to issues of motivation, dealing with peer and 

parental pressure, competition, social interactions with peers.  

 



 

4.3  How do you provide 

for the unique affective 

needs of your gifted 

students 6-8? 

 Grade level seminars to train teachers 

 Coordination of affective activities 

 Experiential learning approach 

 Provide common learning seminars for 

gifted students by grade level using pull 

out, cluster or self contained configurations 

 Use peer tutoring, cooperative leaning 

strategies 

 Establish a parent support group 

Students will be clustered in one class per grade level per 

school, providing them interaction with their gifted peers on a 

daily basis.  

 

As character education is a part of the daily routine for all 

students within the district, students in the gifted cluster 

classrooms will work with a variety of topics that can be 

specifically tailored and expanded to the needs of gifted 

students, including affective needs.  

 

Teachers will meet in grade level and school-wide teams to 

discuss differentiated projects throughout the school year 

during the district’s early release program.  

 

Students identified as gifted in grade 6-8 will be automatically 

eligible for placement in Honors Classes at the appropriate 

level. An exploratory class and after school program will be 

utilized for students in grade 6-8 in which gifted students will 

have the opportunity to interact daily with their gifted peers 

on thematic projects and units that correlate with the state’s 

academic standards, as well as academic competitions 

including Science Olympiad, Mathletes, Speech and Debate, 

etc.  

Opportunities will be given to teachers who work with gifted 

students to attend the state’s Gifted Conference where the 

affective needs of gifted students will/may be addressed.  

 

Gifted cluster teachers and parents as well as gifted students 

will have access to the expertise and resources of district staff 

in regards to the affective needs of gifted students including 

buy not limited to issues of motivation, dealing with peer and 

parental pressure, competition, social interactions with peers.  

 

4.4 How do you provide 

for the unique affective 

needs of your gifted 

students 9-12? 

 Develop gifted student learning groups to 

share experiences 

 Assign a counselor to work with gifted 

students 

 Seminars to train teachers, counselors and 

administrators 

 Concurrent/dual enrollment possibilities tied 

to AP and IB 

 Establish a parent support group 

 

NA 



4.5 What specific 

orientation activities do 

you provide for parents 

and teachers regarding 

gifted students affective 

needs? 

 Grade level seminars to train teachers 

 Provide literature about the unique needs of 

gifted students to teachers/parents 

 Conduct locally developed gifted parent 

nights 

As mentioned above, all district teachers have or will receive 

training in differentiation, social/emotional needs, 

collaboration, and inquiry process. This will be an ongoing 

process as the part of the district’s use of the AVID program.  

 

Teachers will meet in grade level and school-wide teams to 

discuss differentiated projects throughout the school year 

during the district’s early release program.  

 

Opportunities will be given to teachers who work with gifted 

students to attend the state’s Gifted Conference where the 

affective needs of gifted students will/may be addressed.  

 

A Gifted Family Night will be added to each schools annual list 

of family night activities, and will include topics requested by 

parents/teachers/students. 

 

Additionally, parents will be provided resources aimed at 

meeting their children’s unique needs, including information 

on parent workshops. 

 

4.6 How do you monitor, 

identify and provide 

assistance to “at risk” 

gifted students? 

 Create an open ended referral process for 

parents, students and teachers 

 Provide counseling services on an as 

needed basis 

 Develop alternate approaches for students 

in high school to earn credit 

 Competency testing in core subjects to 

allow students to “move-on” 

Since gifted students will be clustered with one individual 

teacher at the elementary level, an ongoing dialog will be 

natural between the student, teacher, and parent.  

 

Students at the junior high level will be tracked by the teacher 

who works with the gifted students at the exploratory level. 

Gifted students who are in need of academic assistance will be 

eligible for the existing Student Development and Foundations 

services, as well as assistance in the After School Learning 

Center.  



 

5.0 Professional Development 

Question Indicators District description 
5.1 How do you regularly 

provide opportunities for 

regular classroom 

teachers and gifted 

teachers to receive 

specialized training about 

working with gifted 

students? 

 In-service training, staff development, 

professional learning communities 

 Fund attendance at conferences, 

workshops and training in gifted education 

 Provide instructional materials for gifted 

learners 

 Join the Arizona Association for Gifted and 

Talented (AAGT) 

 Teachers develop personal professional 

growth plans 

As mentioned above, all district teachers have or will receive 

training in differentiation, social/emotional needs, 

collaboration, and inquiry process. This will be an ongoing 

process as the part of the district’s use of the AVID program.  

 

Each school’s master schedule contains a 45-60-minute 

period to (reteach and) expand on skills covered in the 

regular curriculum the week prior.  

 

Teachers meet weekly in grade level and school-wide teams 

to discuss differentiated and enrichment projects throughout 

the school year during the district’s early release program.  

 

Opportunities will be given to teachers who work with gifted 

students to attend the state’s Gifted Conference.  

 



 

5.2 Please list the titles 

of the training you 

conducted last year and 

those planned for the 

current year. 

 Characteristics of the gifted learner 

 Instructional needs of the gifted learner 

 How to differentiate instruction to meet 

gifted learners needs 

 Identifying the gifted learner 

 The meaning of gifted testing results 

Recent district-wide book studies include Better than Carrots 

and Sticks, which has components dealing with social and 

emotional learning.  

 

Culturally Relevant Teaching was offered at the beginning of 

the 2019-20 year to all teaching staff; Training on 

Collaboration and the Inquiry Process is ongoing for all 

teachers in the district, starting with junior high staff (2019) 

and will be offered to intermediate staff this year (2020) and 

primary staff next year. Additionally, all teachers will receive 

training specific to the Inquiry Process this year (2020).  

 

Teachers meet regularly in grade level and school-wide teams 

to discuss differentiated and enrichment projects throughout 

the school year during the district’s early release program.  

 

Attendance of the state’s Gifted Conference will be 

encouraged for all gifted cluster teachers, administrators, 

counselors, and support staff.  

5.3 How have your 

training events targeted 

the needs of 

administrators, 

counselors, psychologists 

and support staff? 

 Specific training events that illustrated for 

administrators how to support gifted 

education in their schools 

 Training for counselors in the social and 

emotional needs of the gifted learner 

 ADE sponsored training on school 

improvement 

 

Administrators were required to attend all ongoing training 

that teachers receive throughout the year. While most 

district-wide PD has been geared simply at “good teaching” 

based on the district’s improvement plans, each have 

contained components specific to higher level thinkers and 

learners. With the advent of AVID, social-emotional learning 

has been a focus, which is important for all learners, but 

particularly our Gifted learners who may have struggles in 

this area.  

5.4 Describe the 

feedback received from 

post training evaluations. 

What did the participants 

say about the effectiveness? 

 
Following the training on Culturally Relevant Teaching, staff 

gave the training high marks. Staff takeaways were collected 

following the training, and sent out as reminders 

(Wednesday’s Wisdom) each Wednesday of the school year.  

 



 

6.0 Parent and Community Involvement 

Question Indicators District description 
6.1 How do you make 

your program 

philosophy, goals and 

recruitment procedures 

available to all parents? 

 Provide parents with a gifted handbook for 

working with the district 

 Open house for gifted parents 

 Web site for gifted students and parents 

 Parent – teacher conferences 

The approved document will be available via the school’s 

website. Additional information will be provided to parents at 

each school’s open house, and specific information can be 

obtained through the parent-teacher conference venue 

established at each school site.  

6.2 How do you provide 

access to your scope and 

sequence for all parents? 

 Gifted scope and sequence distributed to 

all gifted parents, available in all school 

offices and website 

The approved document will be available online via the 

school’s website, and will be available at each school’s open 

house and during parent-teacher conferences.  

6.3 Describe how you 

incorporate parents into 

a support or advisory 

group. 

 Write letters of invitation to all gifted 

parents to join our group 

 Develop a regular schedule of meetings, 

posted on website or in newsletter 

 Provide opportunities to hear and converse 

with gifted guest speakers 

Parents of gifted students will be included in the school’s 

advisory council will be used to review the gifted program 

annually. 

 

Each school will hold a TAG Family Activity each year, 

providing information for parents based on interests and needs 

identified.  

6.4 How do you involve 

parents and the gifted 

community in the 

evaluation of your 

program? 

 Surveys, personal interviews, town hall 

type meetings 

 Site council agenda item 

 End of year presentations 

Parent surveys will be collected each year. Additionally, 

parents of gifted students will be included in the district’s 

advisory council will be used to review the gifted program 

annually. 



 

7.0 Program Assessment 

Question Indicators District description 
7.1 What data sources 

do you use to assess 

your programs 

effectiveness? 

 Surveys from parents, students and 

teachers 

 Standardized test scores 

 AIMS performance scores 

 Terra Nova performance scores 

 Arizona Learns “Z” scores 

 AP/IB scores 

Student, Parent, and Teacher surveys 

 

AzMERIT scores 

 

District Assessment Plan (Galileo) scores 

7.2 Describe how you 

use test data, both norm 

referenced and criterion 

referenced in your 

evaluation process. 

 Track progress of gifted students year to 

year individually 

 Compare scores of gifted students with the 

rest of the population to assess differences 

 Students class grades compared to 

identification scores 

Students’ test scores are tracked from year to year to 

determine student progress on a yearly basis.  

7.3 How do you use 

informal measures like 

surveys, open forums 

and teacher interviews to 

gather data? 

 Look for trends, common strengths, 

weaknesses, areas for improvement in 

parent surveys 

 Direct observation of the program in action 

Commonalities amongst and between groups are evaluated 

and will be used to make changes to the program.  

7.4 What are your keys 

indicators that your 

program is positively 

affecting students? 

 Student interest, excitement with the 

program 

 Parental positive feedback 

 Students test score analysis 

 Stays with the program, no dropouts 

 Regular attendance in class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student participation in the program. 

 

Positive feedback from parents, students, and teachers 

 

Maintenance and/or growth in student test scores. 

7.5 Describe the 

performance standards 

you have for all gifted 

students. 

 Meets or exceeds on annual AIMS 

assessment 

 Meets the individual learning goals 

established for the students 

 The gifted population demographics must 

reflect the same picture as the total school 

population 

Proficient and Highly Proficient on annual AzMERIT 

assessment 

 

Maintains or shows growth on Pearson SuccessMaker scores 

 

Proficient/Highly Proficient on quarterly District Assessments 



 

8.0 Budgeting 
Question Indicators District description 

8.1 What percentage of 

your supplemental 

allocation is used in the 

following categories: 

capitol expenditures, 

direct student services, 

professional 

development and district 

coordination? 

  100% of our budget is spent on supplies for special projects 

and activities for both FY19 and FY20.   

8.2 Describe the 

structure of your gifted 

education staffing 

including the ratio of 

teaching staff to the 

number of identified 

gifted students. 

 Type of program: pull out, cluster, self 

contained or differentiated instruction 

within the classroom 

 Ratio within the structure you chose 1 to 

how many students? 

K-8 Cluster Program  1:25 appx 

K-8 Supplementary After School program 1:15 appx. 

7-8 Exploratory program 1:25 appx. 

8.3 To what extent does 

the district support the 

funding of your gifted 

program? Please 

elaborate: be specific as 

to staff and financial 

resources 

 Teacher salaries? 

 Rooms, appropriately equipped? 

 Professional development 

 Funding for a Director? 

 Testing supplies? 

 Administrative support? 

The district pays stipends for after school classes.  

 

This year the district has paid for the  

AVID Summer Institute and PATH trainings for all staff using  

Title IV and RLIS funds, including those teaching cluster classes 

for two of our schools; the third will be trained in the coming  

summer and school year.  

 

The district pays for classroom materials and 

supplies for other gifted-specific activities.  

 

A district level administrator is assigned  

coordination of the gifted programs. 

 


