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USD 322 Statement  on  the  School  Bond Vote
USD 322 Onaga-Havensvi l le-Wheaton would  l ike  to  thank 

everyone who took the  t ime to  vote  on  November  5th.   The  
choices  we make each elect ion  day  have a  last ing  impact  
on  our  community  and we should  never  take  for  granted 
the  r ight  we have to  make those  choices.   While  voters  

chose  to  not  pass  the  bond issue  for  the  new elementary  
school,  i t  does  not  el iminate  the  dire  condit ion  our  

elementary  bui lding is  in  and the  need to  replace  it .  
The  distr ict  wil l  continue moving forward to  do  what  is  

best  for  students  and meet  the  needs  of  our  famil ies.   
Therefore,  the  distr ict  wi l l  promote  cont inued dialog on 

th is  project  to  gain  more  ins ight  f rom al l  s takeholders .   We 
want  your  voice ' s  to  be  heard,  we inv i te  you to  take  part  in  

our  post-bond elect ion  survey  to  share  your  opinions  on  
the  bond issue.

The school  is  the  heartbeat  of  a  smal l  v ibrant  community,  
and we need to  cont inue to  effect ively  prepare  our  

students  to  be  successful  learners  and leaders  in  the  21st  
century.

The fourth and fifth graders presented this year's annual  Veterans Program. The 
production highlighted the Vietnam War with students doing different readings from the 
era. The guest speaker, Mr. Dale Kolterman, gave the audience a look back at the 
Vietnam War, and many of the hardships not only faced then, but many of those that 
lingered back with the returning hero's.
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PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE What is The Leader In Me?  The Leader In Me is our school wide 
approach to integrating highly effective practices throughout our 

school’s culture.  The Leader In Me encompasses a holistic 
approach to education, shifting the way schools measure success. 
The Leader In Me empowers all educators and staff members at 
USD 322 to teach leadership to every student, to create a culture 

of student empowerment and to align our coursework to drive 
results in academics.  These are the 7 Habits we strive to live by in 

our daily lives which help us to be the best version of ourselves.   
They are also guiding principles that we want to embed within our 

practices and how we do things within our school district.    

Habit 1: Be Proactive (You’re in Charge)  
Habit 2: Begin With the End in Mind (Have a Plan) 

Habit 3: Put First Things First (Work First, 
Then Play) 

Habit 4: Think Win-Win (Everyone Can Win) 
Habit 5: Seek First to Understand, Then to Be Understood 

( Listen Before You Talk) 
Habit 6: Synergize (Together Is Better) 

Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw (Balance Feels Best) 

On October 23rd, 201 9, there was a school wide Service 
Learning Day . We had the opportunity to unleash the 7 Habits in 

a big way. We were able to see our leadership skills in action 
and work 

together to Synergize the students while improving our school 
and supporting the community. 

It’s hard to believe that the end of the first 
semester is almost here!  Our staff and students 
have worked very hard this semester to grow 
not only academically but as people as well.  We 
know that the key to producing graduates that 
are “life ready” is that we give them 
opportunities to develop  those soft skills, in 
addition to the academics, that employers and 
the 21st century demand.  Sometimes things 
don’t come easy and our expectations of 
students are higher than what they think is 
possible, but in the end, engaging in that 
“productive struggle,” will strengthen their 
resiliency and benefit them in the long run.

This past fall we had a number of students that 
demonstrated excellence in the classroom, the 
band, and in athletic endeavors.  Our junior high 
football team posted a winning record, the 
junior high girls volleyball team took 3rd place 
at the OTL Tournament, our HS girls volleyball 
team tripled their wins from last year, and our 
HS football team posted a 5-4 record and played 
a playoff game against St. John’s-Beloit.  Our 
cross country program competed well at all of 
their meets and Sam Kufahl was recognized as 
an All-TVL League with his performance at the 
league meet.  Joey Marten was recognized and 
placed on the All-North Central Kansas Band 
and Keegan Bernritter, Kady Figge, and Halie 
Jeanerette were honored as Kansas Honor 
Scholars by the University of Kansas.  Ethan 
Schlegel, Zac Fisher, Trenton Cott, Kameron 
Henneberg, and Ethan Powell were all named to 
the All-TVL Football team.  These are just a few 
examples of student growth and achievement 
taking place at USD 322.

As we move forward to finish the second half of 
the school year strong, I thank all of our 
teachers, staff, coaches and students for their 
efforts to get a little better each day and 
embrace change that improves learning and 
better equips our students to be “life ready” 
when they graduate as Buffaloes.  Our new 
building mission statement is “Building futures 
by preparing for tomorrow’s opportunities.”  If 
we are to achieve our mission statement, we must 
ensure that we personalize learning, provide 
social-emotional learning, embrace teaching & 
learning strategies and practices that are 
rigorous and relevant to students, and at the 
heart of all of this, build a supportive school 
culture where teachers want to teach and 
students want to learn.

Wishing all of you a Merry Christmas and 
health, prosperous 2020!

Ty Poell
PK-12 Principal

• Dec 23-Jan 3   No School
Christmas Break
• Jan 6-OJH BB vs D. West
• Jan 7-OHS vs Axtell
• Jan 9-OJH BB vs Troy
• Jan 10-OHS BB vs Valley
Heights/ ACT Registration
Deadline 2/8
• Jan 11-OHS WR Girls @
Burlington/OHS Wr @ 
Herington
• Jan 13- BOE Mtg.

For more information 
see our website at:
https://www.usd322.org/
or on our Facebook site 
at: https://
www.facebook.com/
usd322onaga/



Learning Through Community Service

Holly Hollenbeck
St. Marys Star

On Wednesday October 23rd all Onaga USD 322 classrooms were empty, but it wasn’t because school wasn’t 
in session. Instead of attending school indoors in their classrooms, the students attended class scattered 
throughout town, working on community service projects.

“All students from preschool, so aged three, to twelfth grade participated,” said Rhonda Trimble,” Onaga 
School District Superintendent. “We do this twice a year, in both the fall and spring.”

Students worked on a variety of projects throughout the day. The younger children removed rocks and sticks 
from the school playground; weeded flower beds and raked leaves for area residents and down mainstreet; 
read to local senior citizens; cleaned the school’s busses and  bleachers; and painted the bathrooms and 
sidewalks on the playground. 

The older students took on even bigger projects during the day. They cleaned up both the inside and outside 
of the J-Bird Motel and at the city cemetery; they stained benches and painted playground equipment at the 
Leisure Land Playground, and painted the roof, stained a walkway and organized displays for the Onaga 
Historical Society. 

The historical society was especially grateful for the work the senior class students did for them. The 
students spent five hours at the location working on a variety of projects. 

“The Onaga Historical Society is extremely grateful of the combined volunteer hours of approximately 20 
students that spent their day at the museum,” a Facebook post stated after the students had left for the day. 
“By the way, they work more quickly and efficiently than the museum volunteers! Perhaps age has 
something to do with this! Volunteers Dale Renfro, Linda Tessendorf and Debbie Berges helped guide the 
service work at the museum along with Class Sponsors Marcia Labbe and Adam Kufahl.”

The work was done just in time for the historical society to host a rummage sale later that weekend as well 
as host its Veterans Appreciation Reception that will be held November 10 from 1:30 to 3:30. It is open to 
the public and they will be serving war cake and soldiers' candy during the event.

Trimble said seeing the results and impact their work has on the community is good for the students to 
experience.

“Our students learn to take pride in and ownership of their school facilities and community when they have a 
part in making them a better place,” said Trimble. “They feel responsible for their environment and know 
that they are able to make a positive difference.”
But Trimble said the day is not just a random service day to show students the importance of being involved 
in their community but rather part of a much bigger learning model the school has recently adopted. 

“The day was part of a school-wide approach to living the 7 habits,” she said. 

This is the second year the school district has implemented The Leader in Me model in their classrooms. The 
Leader in Me program model stresses the principles taught in Stephen Covey’s famous self-help book The 7 
Habits of Highly Effective People. 

The seven habits are: 
Be Proactive: Take responsibility and take initiative.
Begin With the End in Mind: Envision what you want in your future and work towards it.
Put First Things First: Prioritize what is important. Time management is important.
Think Win-Win: Work towards mutual beneficial solutions to problems and in relationships.



 Seek First to Understand, Then to be Understood: Listen empathetically to someone first so they will do the 
same for you.
Synergize: Work together as a team to achieve big goals.
Sharpen the Saw: Live a life that is balanced to achieve physical, spiritual and mental renewal. 

Trimble said Onaga teachers at all grade levels stress these seven habits in their classrooms on a daily basis. 
“They (the seven habits) help students with character education and leadership skills as well as social 
emotional skills.” 

The program claims behavioral issues decrease; student leadership, attendance, engagement and family 
involvement all increase; and staff teaching readiness and satisfaction increase as well when using its model. 
As a result, student-led success and achievement follow. 

Trimble is convinced the The Leader in Me program model is already making a difference in her students’ 
lives. 

Ian Heit, a 2019 Onaga graduate who only went through one year of the program before graduating, wrote 
a letter to the school recently thanking them for implementing the model into his last year of high school. He 
attributes The Leader in Me program for helping him complete basic training in the U.S. Air Force. 

“They say it takes 25 days to form a habit,” said Heit in his letter to the school. “We practiced the Leader in 
Me for several months, and those habits carried me through basic training. There were many times where I 
felt discouraged and wanted to give up, but keeping the end result in mind, and working with my team 
helped keep me in the fight, and I graduated Basic. The 7 habits were absolutely essential at basic training, 
and your support throughout my senior year has continued to benefit me throughout my adventure thus far. 
I appreciate that.”

That’s the kind of success story every school district wants to have. 

“Engaging in community service provides students with the opportunity to become active members of their 
community and has a lasting, positive impact on society at large,” said Trimble. “Community service enables 
students to acquire life skills and knowledge, as well as provide a service to those who need it most.” Ian 
Heit agrees.



FRESHMEN- Joey Marten, Colby Myers, Grace Wegner
SOPHOMORES-Chloe Fischer, Samuel Kufahl, Glennys Ross 
JUNIORS-Keegan Bernritter, Kady Figge, Halie Jeanneret, Laura Krohn 
SENIORS-Tess Fairbanks, Alec Heit, Katelyn VanDonge, Shara Ziegler 
7th GRADERS-Natalie Jeanneret, Christopher Koon, Kylie Venneberg 
8th GRADERS-Tyree Figge, Gabrial Kufahl 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE (1ST Q) 
FRESHMEN-Joey Marten, Casey Myers, Harley Smith 
SOPHOMORES- None 
JUNIORS-None 
SENIORS-Emily Ronnebaum 

7th GRADERS-Brianna Bates, Rayce Fisher, Natalie Jeanneret, Justin Rice, Olivia Schlegel, Jacob Stephens, Christopher Ubel 
8TH GRADERS-Moriah Hedges, Corbin Kolterman, Gabriel Kufahl, Wyatt Pennington 

KRR students read Monsters Love Underpants and made paper bag monster puppets at their October end-of-
the-month ‘Fun Day.’ 

KRR After School ProgramKRR After School Program
Kansas Reading Roadmap’s mission is ‘Creating A Pathway to Literacy for Every Child.’ 
Our focus is improving reading skills in young children, with a goal to help children 
read at grade level by third grade. KRR After School Program is for students in grades 
K-3 and is held 3:30-5:00 Monday –Thursday. This program is grant funded and free of
charge. Two bus routes provide transportation home for bus riding students.
Each day students participate in the following:
● Snack and Healthy Choices—after a nutritious snack, students participate in
structured
cooperative games to encourage healthy fun and physical activity.
● Structured Read Aloud and Vocabulary—a tutor reads a book aloud to students
introducing
vocabulary words and asking comprehension questions followed by enrichment crafts,
games
and activities based on the books and vocabulary.
● Individual Skills Reinforcement and Individual Independent Reading—each
student receives
extra skill practice that aligns with what they are working on during the day to
reinforce and
build those skills that are grade appropriate and help them achieve reading fluency.
KRR uses research-based curriculum targeted at improving students’ reading skill and
ability, but also
places emphasis on fun and creative ways to get the children engaged in the what they
are learning
with games, crafts, and hands-on sensory activities. Students receive prizes for good
behavior and
hard work and books for monthly attendance. To receive more information or request
an enrollment
packet to sign up, contact Program Coordinator, Christy Koelzer at
koelzerc@usd322.org.

KRR News
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We have had some updates this year in regards to caring for students with chronic 
conditions (asthma, seizures, severe allergies, diabetes, etc.). If your student’s health 
history form indicated a condition, you may have received forms requesting information 
to complete action plans for your student. If you have not returned these please try to 
do so as soon as possible with your provider and return to the school labeled 
ATTENTION: SCHOOL NURSE. This helps direct medical care for your student while at 
school. If you have not received a form or would like another, please contact the school 
nurse to have one sent home or emailed. Just a heads up, these forms will need to be 
renewed each school year including any medication administration forms.
Student flu shot clinic was a success, administering over 70 immunizations and doing our 
part to prevent the spread of influenza! If you did not receive your flu shot at the school 
clinic there are still vaccines available through the local clinic and health department, 
(Onaga Clinic phone #785 889 4274 & Pott. County Health Department phone #785 457 
3719). We are seeing a lot of coughs and sniffles around the classrooms and halls right 
now and are working diligently to reinforce good hygiene habits which should also be 
continued at home and during holiday gatherings, such as…

• Coughing into your elbow or a tissue
• Washing your hands with soap and warm water after sneezing, coughing, or when

soiled.
• Effectively using hand sanitizer between hand washing – rub into hands until

completely dry.
• Regularly wiping down hard surfaces with antimicrobial or antibacterial wipes.
• Staying home from work/school/get-togethers if you feel ill.

As a reminder, PLEASE be mindful of the illness exclusion guidelines and aware that if a 
student exhibits any of the symptoms listed, the contacts on the student’s file will be phoned 
to take the student home for further care. Be sure to update contact information with the 
school if needed, and call in to report if you are keeping your student home due to illness.  If 
your student requires any medication administration while at school, including over the 
counter medications, please contact the school nurse or office secretaries to fill out 
appropriate paperwork including a medical provider’s authorization. • 
As always, do not hesitate to contact the school nurse via email or phone for any questions or 
concerns. Happy Holidays!
Alicia Jackson RN
nurse@usd322.org
785.889.4018

Nurse's Corner



BIO:  My name is Kyla Mclaughlin.  I am the daughter of Rhonda and 
Mark McLaughlin.  Throughout high school I have been a part of KAYS 
CLUB, FFA, NHS, FBLA, and the spirit squad. I have been a member at 
Studio b dance for 10 years, while being an assistant coach for 4 years. 
Outside of school, I love hanging out with friends and family, traveling, 
and going on adventures. After high school I plan to attend a Jr. College 
(hopefully on a dance scholarship) to obtain my prerequisites. I then plan 
to transfer to a university for the rest of my schooling.  The end goal is to 
become an elementary teacher. 
FAVORITE QUOTE: “If your goals don’t scare you, they aren’t big 
enough” 



scoring a 93 out of 99. I couldn’t have been happier with the results. Right behind that, I am extremely proud 
of my decision to join the Air Force. I can’t wait till I put that first stripe on my uniform, officially appointing my 
status as an Airman.

Learning Through Community Service

Holly Hollenbeck
St. Marys Star

On Wednesday October 23rd all Onaga USD 322 classrooms were empty, 
but it wasn’t because school wasn’t in session. Instead of attending school 
indoors in their classrooms, the students attended class scattered throughout 
town, working on community service projects.

“All students from preschool, so aged three, to twelfth grade participated,” 
said Rhonda Trimble,” Onaga School District Superintendent. “We do this 
twice a year, in both the fall and spring.”

Students worked on a variety of projects throughout the day. The younger 
children removed rocks and sticks from the school playground; weeded 
flower beds and raked leaves for area residents and down mainstreet; read to 
local senior citizens; cleaned the school’s busses and  bleachers; and painted 
the bathrooms and sidewalks on the playground. 

The older students took on even bigger projects during the day. They cleaned 
up both the inside and outside of the J-Bird Motel and at the city cemetery; 
they stained benches and painted playground equipment at the Leisure Land 
Playground, and painted the roof, stained a walkway and organized displays 
for the Onaga Historical Society. 

The historical society was especially grateful for the work the senior class 
students did for them. The students spent five hours at the location working 
on a variety of projects. 

“The Onaga Historical Society is extremely grateful of the combined 
volunteer hours of approximately 20 students that spent their day at the 
museum,” a Facebook post stated after the students had left for the day. “By 
the way, they work more quickly and efficiently than the museum 
volunteers! Perhaps age has something to do with this! Volunteers Dale 
Renfro, Linda Tessendorf and Debbie Berges helped guide the service work 
at the museum along with Class Sponsors Marcia Labbe and Adam Kufahl.”

The work was done just in time for the historical society to host a rummage 
sale later that weekend as well as host its Veterans Appreciation Reception 
that will be held November 10 from 1:30 to 3:30. It is open to the public and 
they will be serving war cake and soldiers' candy during the event.

Trimble said seeing the results and impact their work has on the community 
is good for the students to experience.

“Our students learn to take pride in and ownership of their school facilities 
and community when they have a part in making them a better place,” said 
Trimble. “They feel responsible for their environment and know that they 
are able to make a positive difference.”
But Trimble said the day is not just a random service day to show students 
the importance of being involved in their community but rather part of a 
much bigger learning model the school has recently adopted. 

“The day was part of a school-wide approach to living the 7 habits,” she said. 

This is the second year the school district has implemented The Leader in 
Me model in their classrooms. The Leader in Me program model stresses the 
principles taught in Stephen Covey’s famous self-help book The 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People. 

The seven habits are: 
Be Proactive: Take responsibility and take initiative.
Begin With the End in Mind: Envision what you want in your future and 
work towards it.

Ethan Alan Schlegel
Activities I was in while in high school:
Football 4 years captain senior year
Track 1 year
FFA 4 years
KAYS 2 years 
Other activities out of school:
Work at the Frankfort Meat Company and the Onaga Meat 
Processing LLC.

Quote:
Football is like life - it requires perseverance, self-denial, hard work, 
sacrifice, dedication and respect for authority. – Vince Lombardi



      I am the daughter of April and David Wesley. My favorite sport is 
softball. I have played softball outside of high school for 12 years, and 
while in high school I got the opportunity to be a part of the first Onaga 
High School softball team. My favorite organization is  KAY club or 
Cake Wednesday. I have been an officer of KAY for 1 year and treasure 
for 1 year. After high school I plan to attend Manhattan Area Technical 
college to obtain my LPN and then my RN. Once completing my RN I 
will continue and get my BSN online. My favorite quote is "No one ever 
made a difference by being like everyone else." - P.T. Barnum



Bio: My name is Lane Cress, the fourth 
of five sons of Kippert Cress and 
Tammy Cress. We moved to Onaga 
when I was three. 

Favorite Quote: “Compromise where 
you can. Where you can't, don't. Even if 
everyone is telling you that something 
wrong is something right. Even if the 
whole world is telling you to move, it is 
your duty to plant yourself like a tree, 
look them in the eye, and say 'No, you 
move.’”

–J. Michael Straczynski

Future Plans: I would like to get into 
the world of politics with a fallback 
career of education. 



BIO:    My name is Ethan Powell. I am the son of Holly Gagnon and Keith Powell. 
Throughout high school I have done football for 4 years, lacrosse for 2 years, and KAY’S club 
for 1 year. I enjoy being outdoors, fishing, and hanging out with friends and family. After 
high school I plan to continue my schooling at Highland Western Center, to become a 
welder.

FAVORITE QUOTE: I’m good enough, I’m smart enough, and dog gonnit people like me. 



On December 19th USD 322 kids had some much deserved 
fun at the annual Christmas jamboree! From making cookies, girl 
scouts preparing for their annual campaign to sell cookies, but 
most of all the elementary students got to meet Mr. and MRS. 
Clause!! It was a time for cheers and fun. The upperclass students 
did a great job helping everything to run smoothly. It was an 
awesome show of the leadership and being very proactive. Thanks 
also to the many family volunteers that made the day a memorable 
occasion for all students and staff.   

GO BUFFS, and have Happy Holidays!


