
December 22, 2019                              Pastor Andy McClellan 
 

Prayers of Christmas:  Simeon  

Luke 2:25-35 
 

We pray as those who are… 
 

1. WATCHFUL in WAITING for His Coming, vv. 25-30  

(cf. Isaiah 52:8; 1 Corinthians 16:13; Colossians 4:2; 

Titus 2:11-13; 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Peter 3:11-14). 

 

2. SATISFIED in SEEING by Faith, vv. 26, 29-30  

(cf. Philippians 3:8-11; 2 Cor. 4:4; 5:7; Hebrews 2:9; 

11:27). 

 

3. HONORED in HERALDING Good News, vv. 29-32, 34-

35 (cf. Isaiah 40:9; 41:27; 49:6-13; 52:7-10; 60:1-6; 

Romans 11:25; 2 Cor. 3:18; 4:6-7). 

  
 

For Study and Thought this Christmas Week 
1. Read Isaiah 52:1-9.  Then, read the prayerful songs of 

Mary, Zechariah and Simeon in Luke 1:46-55, 67-79 and 

2:28-32.  How are they connected?  How are these New 

Testament characters like the "watchmen" from Isaiah?  

What does it do to your faith when you see Old Testament 

prophecies/promises fulfilled in Jesus?  What other O.T. 

prophecies were fulfilled at Christmas?  How does that 

affect your life of prayer? 

*For further "wow" moments, spend time reading Isaiah 

chs. 40-66 followed by the first 4 chapters of the Gospel of 

Luke! 

 

2. Think about a time when you were anticipating the arrival of 

something or someone.  What did you do as you waited?  

How did you prepare for the arrival?  Simeon was "righteous 

and devout" (Luke 2:25) as he waited for the first coming of 

Jesus.  What does it mean to be righteous and devout (use 

the cross references in point 1 above to help you)?  Are 



 
 
there areas in your life, or the life of your family, where you 

can grow in becoming more righteous and devout as you 

watchfully wait for Jesus' return?  How will you do that?  

Commit your plan to God in prayer. 

 

3. What's on your bucket list of things to see or do?  You could 

say that Simeon's "bucket list" was fulfilled when he saw 

Jesus (Luke 2:26, 29-30).  It's not likely that Simeon saw 

Jesus go to the cross to save sinners, so how was "seeing" 

Jesus, for Simeon, the same as seeing God's salvation (v. 

30; cf. Hebrews 11:1)?  How are the eyes of faith different 

than the natural eyes?  Where do we "see" Jesus today 

through the eyes of faith?  Can people see Jesus in you 

through those lenses? 

 

4. Simeon's interaction with Joseph and Mary took place in the 

temple courts.  According to Isaiah 56:7 what was one of 

the purposes of the temple?  How is that consistent with 

Simeon's words in Luke 2:32 that Jesus' coming has 

brought "a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory 

to your people Israel"?  What was Israel to do with the good 

news that Jesus had come to Israel?  How would that make 

them a light to the nations, and bring glory to Israel?  How 

is that the same for the church of Jesus Christ today (cf. 2 

Cor. 3:18; 4:6-7)?  How does Christmas offer us a unique 

opportunity to reflect Christ's light to others? 

 

Next week:  “The Prayers of Christmas:  Anna” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


