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Dear Fellow Comets, 
 
Happy Holidays!  May everyone enjoy the break.  A quick reminder, please ensure your cell phone 
and email are up to date in Infinite Campus as we use this information to inform you especially as 
snow begins to fly.  
 
If you did not read November’s newsletter, this year DDSD may call a school closing AND/OR a 
2-hour delay due to weather.  If we delay school by 2 hours, then buses would pick up your child 
precisely 2 hours after their normal pick-up time.  While we have not delayed school in years, it is 
something that I will institute to hopefully ensure we do not need to make-up days in June as the state 
requires a certain number of instructional minutes per year.  Finally, school closings or delays will be 
posted on our school website and on our Facebook page. 
 
With the start of the new year, the District will be opening a School Spirit Store.  The Spirit Store will 
be located in the high school and sell all kinds of fun Comet gear and memorabilia.  The store will 
hold all different sizes of Comet clothing.  While the hours will vary based on evening events, please 
go to our Facebook page for a list of upcoming hours.  
 
Upcoming District Event:  
 
On January 23rd from 6:30 - 7:45 PM, the District will be hosting a Parent Education Class titled 
“Cyber Safety” at the Delavan Darien High School Auditorium.  This presentation will take a 
comprehensive look at the internet, technology, and how parents can protect their children.  Please 
mark your calendars and plan to join us as we learn about the following topics: Contemporary issues 
of social networking and online communication, Online aggression/cyber bullying, Dangers of posting 
information online, Techniques on how to communicate with your child, Reporting incidents, 
Protecting your children from online predators, and the Psychological fallout and repercussions to 
internet exposure.  
 
 
Monday, January 6th - School Resumes 
Friday, Jan. 24 - NO SCHOOL - Teacher InService 
Monday, January 27th - K-8 MAP testing begins 
 
Comet Proud, 
 
Jill Sorbie, EdD 
District Administrator / Director of Instruction 
jsorbie@ddschools.org 
 

 

mailto:jsorbie@ddschools.org
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High School 
DDHS experienced a very quick December, given we only had three weeks of school.  Upon return 
from the Winter Break, we are preparing for the end of the semester, final exams and getting students 
ready for course registrations for 2020-21.  The first highlight of note for early 2020 includes final 
exams and the end of first semester occurring Tuesday through Thursday, Jan. 21, 22 & 23. 
Important to note, especially for our freshman and sophomore families, is that students need to earn 
a minimum of 24 credits to earn a high school diploma.  If a student fails a course, they fail to earn 
credit for that course.  If that course is a required course (ie. English, math, science or social studies), 
that means next year they would most likely be enrolled in both the next level course and the entry 
course they’re currently in.  Yes, this means they would have less electives to choose from as a 
result.  Furthermore, keep in mind that all students are required to earn credit (pass) three PE 
courses over three different years of their high school career.  All students are required to pass 
Personal Finance, typically a junior level course.  Parents and students are provided 24 hour access 
to Infinite Campus to continually monitor student progress.  The winter break affords parents the 
opportunity to help hold the student accountable by completing any work that will support the student 
passing, and thereby earning credit for each of their courses.  DDHS Graduation Requirements are 
listed below (keep in mind, each semester equals .5 credit per course): 

English   4 credits Math   3 credits Science   3 credits 

Social Studies   3 credits Physical Education   1.5 
credits (over the course of 3 

years) 

Fine Arts   .5 credit 

Career & Technical Ed.   .5 
credit 

Personal Finance   .5 credit Electives   7.5 credits 

 
The second highlight for early 2020 is that we are excited to announce that 
we will host our Winter Week the week of February 3 through 7.  Winter 
Week is similar to Homecoming regarding student spirit, but different in that 
we have spirit days and we cap the week of with our Sadie Hawkins Dance 
on Saturday, February 8. 

 
Finally, one of our most important highlights for early 2020 is our course registration for 
the next school year, academic year 2020-21.  Yes, we’re already talking about 
preparing for the next academic year.  Registration for our current 8th grade (incoming 
9th grade) and current freshmen, sophomore and juniors will occur electronically, via 
Infinite Campus, from February 3rd through February 14th.  More information will be 

shared as that time approaches, so please keep an eye out for all news from DDHS. 
 
We wish everybody the merriest of holidays and a safe winter break. 
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Important High School Dates to Remember: 
● Monday, Jan. 6 - Community Collaboration (6 PM @ DDHS Quad 147) 
● Tuesday, Jan. 21 - Semester Exams (Periods 1, 3, 5, 7) 
● Wednesday, Jan. 22 - Semester Exams (Periods 2, 4, 6, 8) 
● Thursday, Jan. 23 - Semester Exams (make-ups for any missed exams for students) 
● Monday, Jan. 27 - First Day of 2nd Semester / NHS Induction Ceremony (6:30 PM) 
● Feb. 3-14 - 2020-21 Course Registration 
● Feb. 4 - Freshman Orientation Night (6-8 PM) 

 
Phoenix Middle School 

 
Season’s Greetings Phoenix Friends,  
 
Phoenix has been a happening place since our last newsletter. On December 13th, we 
had the pleasure of hosting our first ever “Caring Comets” breakfast recognition. 
Twenty-nine students and their families were invited to join us as we honored these 
stellar Comets who have gone above and beyond to be supportive, helpful and 
welcoming to others. Thank you to our “Caring Comets” and their families!  

 
Here is a complete list of our honorees: 
Ariana Martinez Rodriguez, Elizabeth Zweifel, Jeffery Connerty, Julissa Flores, Mariah Morales, 
Monserrat Soto, A.J. Montoya Avila, Alexander Lopez, Julian Rocha, Mikey Reese, Vivienne Frenz, 
Alaina Sorg, Alexis Williams, Bray Peandro, Daniel Flores, Dylan Beighton, Jamire Green, Kristina 
Stearns, Luis Ramirez, Yash Patel, Alyssa Wimer, Axel Anduaga, Camden Lockhart, Christian Porras, 
Eileen Henriquez, Hector Aranda, James Busch, Leo Porras, Yaricel Aranda. 
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We just completed our first trimester, and now enter trimester two.  At the end of the 
trimester we always announce our honor roll and high honor roll. Visit our website for a 
list of recipients.  
 
We would like to give a huge shout of thanks to all our families and supporters who 
participated in our annual fundraiser. This was our most successful fundraiser in recent 
memory! Our hope was to earn $6,000.00. We shattered our expectations.  While the 
final expenses are still being worked out, we anticipate being about $3,000.00 over our 
projections! Your support will help us with our Positive Behavior (PBIS) incentives, 
provide funds to help offset the high cost of field trips, and allows us to offer assembly 
programs that would otherwise not be possible.  
 
On December 17, our award winning music program was invited to spread holiday 
cheer at the Dane County Airport. Our Phoenix Jazz Band and String Choir performed 
favorites such as Frosty the Snowman and St. Nick’s Canon on the Housetop. This is 
one more reason why Delavan-Darien School District is among the best districts for 
music education in the State!  

Coming Phoenix Events: 

1/14- Wrestling Meet 4PM 

1/16- Winter concert - Band, Choir and Orchestra - Grade 7 and 8 

1/21- Winter concert - Band, Choir and Orchestra - Grade 5 and 6 

1/23  Grade 5 Activity Night # 2 
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1/27- Wrestling Meet 

1/31 - James and the Giant Peach 7PM 

2/1 - James and the Giant Peach 2PM 
 

Darien Elementary 
As the snow starts falling and the temperatures start dropping, 
our staff and students continue to work towards meeting the 
grade level standards.  The third grade dual language students 
have had multiple visitors who have shared information about 
their culture and country.  They also received pen pal letters 
from their friends in Guatemala which they used to compare 
and contrast holiday traditions.  Third graders have also been 
preparing their Native American research projects which they 
are proudly displaying in our hallways.  All students continue 
to work at their instructional level during small group guided 
reading instruction as well.  

 
Fourth grade students learned about 
stored energy in science class by 
launching a toy car using a rubber band.  In math, the students 
have been working on dividing with remainders, relating 
multiplication to division and two digit and four digit quotients. 
They also continue to practice their orchestra instruments in 
preparation for the winter concert. 
 

Speaking of concerts, our Darien students held their winter sing/concert on Tuesday, 
December 17th at Phoenix Middle School.  The Nutcracker musical rendition included 
many speaking, dancing and solo parts for students to show off their talents.  The honor 
choir and orchestra also performed at the event. What a great night to show off the 
talents of our students!  
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Turtle Creek Elementary 
 

For a short month, we have packed in a lot here at Turtle Creek!!  With the Holidays 
quickly approaching, I am proud of our students for staying focused on their learning so 
we could have fun with our Trimester Celebration, PBIS Assembly, 4K Outreach and 
Concerts! The 2nd grade students are showcasing their learning on a recent Science 
unit on Matter! 

 
 
Mrs. Santizo’s 1st grade Dual Language class invited fellow classes in to celebrate the 
Posadas, which is a religious observance mainly celebrated in Latin America, Mexico, 
Guatemala and Cuba!  It was a great way to showcase different cultural observances 
and make new friends around the school!  

 

 



Comet Community Chronicle 
Moving Forward with Promise 

December 21, 2019 

We celebrated with our first Trimester Celebration to honor ALL students for their hard 
work!  It was a Frozen theme and the students and teachers were able to participate in 
different activities such as the Snow Ball Toss and Pin the Nose on Olaf! It was a fun 
time for staff and students! 
 
Our 4K students also had their concerts and cookie decorating for the Outreach event 
as well as our 5K-2nd Winter Concert at the High School! We are all so proud of our 
students for performing so well and thank our 4K teachers and our Music teacher, Mrs. 
Guzman, for putting on such amazing performances! 
 

 
Upcoming events: 
12/23-1/3: Winter Break 
1/27: 5K-2nd MAP Testing 
Begins 

 


