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December 2019 

Upcoming Events 

December 23-January 3 
 Holiday Recess 
 School Closed 
January 6 
 School Reopens 
January 9 
 Parent Forum - Part Two 
 6:30 pm MS/HS Library 
January 13 
 BOE Meeting 
 6:30 pm MS/HS Library 
January 20 
 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 School Closed  

Mock United Nations Conference by Brian Thela 

Ten courageous and ambitious students prepared with Mr. Thela for a 

Keystone Historical Mock United Nations Conference at the Rensselaerville 

Institute on Monday, November 18th. The team had the opportunity to apply 

content knowledge built in class to a considerably genuine and interactive 

simulation. This year the Historical Mock UN Security Council was placed 

back in time before its actual creation to address the growing concerns of 

Imperialism. Our Greenville team collaborated and debated with students from 

four other Capital Region High Schools as representatives from a list of 

relevant and concerned countries. Kate Dushane and Alex Goyette proudly 

defended Chinese sovereignty by passing a well-supported resolution that 

limited British control of key ports. The Greece Delegation consisting of 

Emily Duncan, Brandon Feit, and Gavin Metcalf, were also able to convince 

the council to pass their resolution after thoughtful negotiation. Alex Content, 

Baillie Kappel, and Ryan Blair fought hard to maintain German interests in 

expansion. As delegates of Egypt, Ben Gorneau and Emily Connolly, gave a 

motivational speech stressing the need to protect a nation’s right to self-rule 

while maintaining global cooperation for common interests. Students 

impressively demonstrated the ability to defend their ideas with reason and 

evidence while participating in various ways such as presenting, negotiating, 

and voting on resolutions and their amendments. Please take the time to 

congratulate these students who did an outstanding job representing our 

district.  

The Greenville 

CSD would like to 

extend our 

warmest wishes 

for a wonderful 

holiday season 

and a Happy  

New Year. 

More photos on next page  
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Mock United Nations Conference - continued 

 

Melodies of Christmas by Jonathan Meredith 

On December 19th -22nd, Alex Content and Baillie Kappel will sing four performances with the Empire 

State Youth Chorale in their annual Melodies of Christmas concert at Proctor’s Theatre. Each year this 

televised event raises money for the Children’s Hospital at Albany Medical Center. Alex and Baillie were 

chosen for the ensemble after a competitive audition process involving students from over seventy-five public and 

private schools throughout Eastern New York, Western Massachusetts and Southern Vermont. Congratulations! 
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Food, PJ & Toy Drive by Chris Lochner 

The HS/MS Student Council completed another successful Food, 

PJ & Toy Drive. Every year in conjunction with our Greenville 

Food Pantry we are provided with a list of families in need of a 

little help. This year our list consisted of 23 local families. Those 

families included a total of 48 children. Each child received a toy 

and a new pair of pajamas. Faculty, staff and students generously picked a 

number representing a family and adopted those children. On top of family 

donations we were able to collect two giant boxes of extra toys that were 

delivered to the food pantry. We also conducted a holiday food drive. The total 

amount of items collected was over eleven hundred. We held a homeroom 

competition in the middle school for the most items collected. Mrs. Fabian's 

homeroom collected 446 items. Her classroom will be receiving a munchkin 

breakfast donated by our local Dunkin Donuts. Thank you to the owner and 

manager (Katrinka) for supporting us. Thank you to everyone who supported 

these worthwhile events. We are very lucky to work in a district with such 

caring and thoughtful people. Happy Holidays. 

The Greenville FFA Receives Money 

by Carmela Bucci, Sr. FFA Reporter 

 

This year the Greenville FFA was 

chosen to receive a donation from the 

Cooperstown Branch of Farm Credit 

East. Each year the branch of Farm 

Credit East holds a golf tournament 

and donates the funds to FFA 

chapters. This year 27 Chapters 

received money.  

On December 5th, Hunter Smigel and 

Mrs. Case attended a dinner and 

awards ceremony where they were 

presented with the donation. 
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RPI ENGINEERING AMBASSADORS VISIT 7TH GRADE SCIENCE by James Hutchins   

On Friday, November 22nd, 7th grade science students were treated to a presentation through the Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute (RPI) Engineering Ambassadors Program.  As stated on their website, the “RPI Engineering 

Ambassadors are a group of RPI engineers devoted to inspiring younger students with what they are doing in their 

chosen major, the newest technological breakthroughs in their field, and the obstacles yet to be overcome.” (http://

engineeringambassadors.union.rpi.edu/index.php) 

The guest speakers from RPI were Nicole Zimmer (senior) and Ezra Beaubien (sophomore)- both studying Biomedical 

Engineering.  Their presentation was about the intersection of science, engineering and athletics, and it included both a 

slide show and hands-on activities. 

In one activity, students had electrodes attached to muscles in their arms.  As students (and sometimes teachers) arm 

wrestled with each other, a computer displayed a graph showing the number of electrical nerve impulses being sent to 

the muscles. 

In another activity, students jumped off a platform that measured the strength of their jump. 

In addition to being exposed to concepts in physics (such as velocity, momentum and moment), students learned about 

the importance of science and engineering in athletics- especially on the elite professional and Olympic levels. 

Thanks to the RPI Engineering Ambassadors Program for providing 7th graders in Greenville with such a great 

experience. Thanks also to Elizabeth Herkenham, Education Outreach Director for the School of Engineering at RPI. 

Kindergarten Feast by Denise Herwick 

The kindergarten classes at Scott M. Ellis Elementary 

School joined together to share a Pre-Thanksgiving 

Feast.  Each student made a Pilgrim or Native 

American hat to wear.  Thank you to all who helped at 

the feast.  

http://engineeringambassadors.union.rpi.edu/index.php
http://engineeringambassadors.union.rpi.edu/index.php
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A Walk in the Woods - Huyck Preserve  

The field trip started in the Eldridge Research Center with a presentation 

from Anne Rhoads, Ph.D. Dr. Rhoads provided an introduction to the 

history of the Huyck Preserve lands, an explanation of the importance of 

the forest ecosystem, and a discussion of factors that could affect the 

health of a forest ecosystem. Students were taught how to collect data on 

the health of a forest, including mapping out a 10 x 10 meter plot. 

Students then went into a Red Pines Plantation area and collected data.  

Returning to the Research Center, students calculated average values for 

their data. 

After lunch, Dr. Rhoads led the students through an interpretation of 

their data which indicated that the forest area studied was in fair health. 

The field trip ended with a guided hike around Lincoln Pond. 

The field trip was a great opportunity to expose students to important 

concepts in ecology that they will be studying in Seventh Grade Science 

in the weeks ahead. It also showed students that scientists work in the 

outdoors (as well as in labs). 

Thank you, Dr. Anne Rhoads, Huyck Preserve Director of 

Conservation and Education; Kelly Martin, Wildlife Rehabilitator and 

Educator; Michaela Fisher, Membership and Outreach Coordinator; 

and Jaime Winans-Solis, Ph.D., Education Staff, for working with our 

students. 

For more information about the Huyck Preserve, including their 

summer educational programs, please visit their website - https://

www.huyckpreserve.org/ 

Two Destinations, One Class 

The entire Seventh Grade Class visited the Huyck Preserve in Rensselaerville and the College of Nanoscale Science 

and Engineering (CNSE) in Albany on Monday, November 25th and Tuesday, November 26th. On Monday, half of 

the class went to the Huyck Preserve and the other half went to the CNSE. On Tuesday, the groups switched 

destinations.   

The students going to the Huyck Preserve were accompanied by Todd Hilgendorff (Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction, and Assessment), Jim Hutchins (Science), and Alida Fabian (Social Studies). Students going to the CNSE 

were accompanied by Teresa Carlton (ELA), Sheron Malcolm (Math) and Karen Manning (Special Education). Tara 

Proper (Teacher’s Aide) accompanied her students to both destinations. Special thanks to Katherine Hotaling and 

Leann Nopper, parent chaperones, who accompanied students to the CNSE. 

Thank you Tracy Churchill, Food Services Manager, and the Middle School teaching staff for their assistance and 

flexibility.   

Seventh Grade Visits Huyck Preserve and College of Nanoscale Science and 

Engineering by James Hutchins and Teresa Carlton 

https://www.huyckpreserve.org/
https://www.huyckpreserve.org/
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Small Science, Big Deal! 

College of Nanoscale Science and 

Engineering (CNSE) 

Students attending the CNSE trip were given an 

overview of nanoscience as well as a tour of the vast 

campus. On the tour, students viewed scientists 

working in laboratories and saw multimillion dollar 

scientific equipment in action, including an electron 

microscope. Students were taught about the 

importance of conducting scientific research in a 

“clean room” and, with the help of student 

volunteers, were brought through the step-by-step 

process a scientist takes in order to enter one. More 

student volunteers assisted in demonstrations that 

measured energy conduction. Perhaps most 

importantly, students learned how scientists turn dirt 

into nanotechnology, giving them a new perspective 

on the dust under their beds!  

Thanks to Elaine Garrett, Public Education and 

Outreach Coordinator; Stephen Stewart, 

Instructional Support Technologist; and Dr. Kathy 

Dunn, Associate Professor of Nanoscience for 

working with our students.  

Seventh Grade Visits Huyck Preserve and College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering 

- continued 
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Iroquois Immersion Day by The Third Grade Team 

Third graders were visited by two Iroquois experts on November 21st. Collete Lemon and Alfred Jacques presented to 

all of the classes. Mr. Jacques is a member of the Turtle Clan of the Onondaga Nation (Iroquois) is known worldwide 

for making wooden hickory lacrosse sticks by hand. Ms. Lemon is an anthropologist who brought many Native 

American artifacts. After students listened to the presentations, they were able to get a hands-on experience with the 

lacrosse sticks and artifacts. Students made a corn husk doll and a clay pinch pot. The third grade teachers and their 

students would like to thank the Scott M. Ellis Elementary PTA for the grant that made this wonderful program 

possible. 
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Hour of Code Week at Ellis by Vikki Hawkins 

Last week, students in grades K-5 participated in Hour of Code Week. Classes 

visited the computer lab and library and were able to try coding several 

different devices. Students enjoyed creating mazes for Spheros, playing three 

different Osmo games, coding Colby the mouse, through a maze, and coding a 

Botley robot through an obstacle course they created. Some students even 

helped train our new Dash and Dot robots! This week the fun continues as we 

use the Spheros in art classes! Students are painting with them. They are 

practicing being architects by designing and constructing buildings the Spheros 

need to go around, over or through. They are also making light art by using the 

Spheros in a dark station which is filmed in time-lapse. It has been an exciting 

couple of weeks at Scott M. Ellis! 
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CPR Training in Physical Education Classes by Coach Conrow  

Last month, hands-only CPR training was done with students during Physical Education classes.  Katherine 

McCarthy from the American Heart Association and Ron Rousse from Greene County Rural Health Network 

facilitated a question and answer session with students.  We want to thank Mr. Rousse for donating an American 

Heart Association CPR in Schools Kit to our District. 

Pictured left are 

Coach Conrow, 

Ron Rousse and 

Coach Warga 

(holding the CPR 

Kit) 
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Reminders from your Nurses: 

 Remember the best way to enjoy 

the holidays is to be healthy.  

Keep yourself hydrated and well 

rested.   

 Get your flu shot if you haven’t already.  

 Hugs & Kisses?  If you are feeling a little like you 

may be coming down with something, do your 

family members a favor and don’t 

offer a hug or kiss, just say, “I love you.”  

 Remember good handwashing.  Cough and sneeze 

away from the people who are near you.  Don’t share 

your germs.   

We wish you ALL the best of the holidays, health and 

hope for the New Year.  

Karen Gardiner, RN & Deb Mackey, RN 

Middle/High School  Nurses 

 

Nurses’ Corner 

 

Counseling Corner by Samantha Grove 

 

The holiday season is upon us! For many 

of us this is a time filled with family and 

cheer, but for some of us, memories of 

loss, negative feelings/experiences, and expectations 

can make the holidays stressful. As the skies darken, 

some of us also experience Seasonal Affective Disorder 

(SAD). SAD occurs when sunlight is in low supply and 

the cold and dark conditions make our mental health 

take a downward turn. Fortunately, all of this doesn’t 

have to consume us if we don’t let it.  Whether you 

have a mental health diagnosis or not, there are things 

that you and your children can do to reduce stress and 

engage in self-care this holiday season.  

Get Outside! Even though we have less daylight 

hours, getting fresh air and disconnecting from 

technology can do wonders for the mind, body and 

spirit. Take a walk. Be mindful of your surroundings - 

What do you smell? Hear? See? Feel? 

Acknowledge Uncomfortable Feelings. If you or  

your children have experienced loss, it’s common to 

have powerful emotions. In children we may see it in 

their behavior more than in their words. Acknowledge 

these feelings and assure your child that these feelings 

are natural. 

Be Mindful. Our  perspective is our  reality; if we’re 

looking for good, we’ll find good. Practice gratitude 

and create new traditions. Uncomfortable experiences 

are a part of the ride, but they don’t have to define how 

we see the world. 

Get Help. Recognize when you have reached your  
limit and get help. If you think a situation may be 
unsafe your local crisis centers are here for you. 

 

Greene County Mobile Crisis (MCAT):  518-943-5555 

Albany County Mobile Crisis:   518-549-6500 

Elementary School Counselor Promotes 

Self-Esteem by Denise Herwick 

Mrs. Essanason visited elementary classes and shared an 

empowering lesson about self-esteem. Here she is in 

Ms. Herwick's kindergarten room. The children were 

working on their Elf-esteem pictures. They were excited 

to share their likes and their strengths.  
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Greenville Athletic Corner by Denise Wickham 

Boys Volleyball by Coach Evans 

The Boys Varsity Volleyball team has had 3 matches 

in this young season, and while we are 0-3, we are 

playing exciting, team volleyball. The losses to 

Voorheesville and Coxsackie-Athens were tightly 

contested, and both were 3 sets to 1 losses. In a late 

game in Cobleskill-Richmondville, we lost 3 sets to 

2, and lost one of our captains, Ryan Blair, to a knee 

injury in the second set. Captain Walter Sutton and 

the rest of the team worked hard to even the match, 2

-2, but eventually lost the 5th set. The team truly has 

a love of volleyball, practicing every morning from 

6:15 am to 7:45 am, and then going to their classes. 

We look forward to the rest of our season, and 

making some noise in the Patroons.   

Boys Basketball by Coach Carpenter 

The Boys Basketball team is off to a strong 5-1 start, 

4-1 in Patroon.  The team is led by Seniors Joe 

Nicosia and Tim Biernacki.  Junior Damien Fiducia 

tied the school record in points (43) and made  eight 3 

point shots in our opening game vs. Middleburgh.  

Juniors James Mitchell, Ben Lewis, JJ O’Connor, 

Jackson Makely, Coby Benning, Miles Weiss, Xavier 

Vollmer and Sophomore Trey Smith are also integral 

parts of the team.   Please come out and support this 

exciting basketball team.    

Cheerleading by Coach Lagace 

The Varsity Cheerleading Squad is excited to 

welcome twenty-three girls to the squad. Being that 

there are so many girls, we are lucky enough to have 

two teams. The competition team will kick start their 

season later on, while you can catch the game team 

cheering on the Spartan Basketball Teams. Senior 

Nicole Bowden has returned for a second year as 

Captain. Senior Emily Connolly and Junior Gia 

Quintana help lead the squad as Co-Captains. Catch 

our halftime routine throughout the season!   



Are you following 
Greenville Athletics? 

If you are not doing so 
already, follow Greenville 
Athletics on Twitter at 
@AthleticsGCSD.  
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Greenville Athletic Corner - continued 

Wrestling by Coach Cullen 

The young Greenville wrestling team is off to a great start.  They travelled to Bethlehem for a challenging two day 

Round Robin Tournament.  Senior Captain Aidan Cullen went 10-0 with 10 pins at 145lbs.  Co-Captain Kieran Cullen 

(113lbs) lost a tight finals match 3-1 going 8-1 for the weekend.  Co-Captain Vin Davis (132lbs) had two tough matches 

against sectional place winners and still took 3rd place going 4-2 for the weekend.  Cole Flannery also proved himself 

going 4-2, taking 3rd place at 170 lbs.  On Thursday, the Spartans hosted Berlin for their home opening match.  They 

lost a close battle, but not before posting wins by pins from Eric Heath, Vin Davis, Aidan Cullen and Cole Flannery.  

After fighting through a tough week of injuries, the Spartans travelled to Colonie for the toughest two day dual meet of 

their season.  There were some amazing hard fought matches in every weight class and every Spartan stepped up to the 

challenge.  Vin Davis battled hard against some of the toughest competition to earn a winning record going 4-3 for the 

weekend.  Eighth grader Kieran Cullen battled through a weight class filled with tough upperclassmen and still posted a 

6-1 record.  Aidan Cullen remained undefeated winning a match over a Section 2 Champion 10-2.  This victory earned 

him the tournament’s Most Outstanding Wrestler Award. The Spartans travel to Ravena on Saturday, December 21st for 

a five match dual.   

SIDELINE STORE 

If you are looking for Greenville spirit 
wear (t-shirts, pullovers, jackets, sweats, 
etc.), you can now order directly through 
BSN Sports. The athletic department has 
established a Sideline Store for team use, 
community use, and student use. Just 
click on the link below to access the store 
and get shopping. The Sideline Store will 
also be posted on our Greenville Athletic 
Webpage. 

20% Off Any Order Of $85 Or 
More Code: DEC19 

 Deal Ends: 12/31 11:59 P.M. EST  

Girls Basketball 

http://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/new_york/greenville/greenville-high-school/shop/
http://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/new_york/greenville/greenville-high-school/shop/
http://sideline.bsnsports.com/schools/new_york/greenville/greenville-high-school/shop/


Everyday Preventive Actions Can 
Help Fight Germs, Like Flu

For more information, visit: 
www.cdc.gov/flu

or call 1-800-CDC-INFO

1. The first and most important step is to get a flu vaccination each year.

2. If you get sick with flu, take prescription antiviral drugs if your doctor prescribes them. Early 
treatment is especially important for the elderly, the very young, people with certain chronic health 
conditions, and pregnant women.

3. Take everyday preventive actions that may slow the spread of germs that cause respiratory (nose, 
throat, and lungs) illnesses, like flu. This flyer contains information about everyday preventive 
actions.

How does flu spread?
Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from person to person through droplets made when people with 
flu cough, sneeze, or talk. Less often, a person might get flu by touching a surface or object that has flu 
virus on it and then touching his or her own mouth, nose, or possibly eyes. Many other viruses spread 
these ways too. People infected with flu may be able to infect others beginning 1 day before symptoms 
develop and up to 5-7 days after becoming sick. That means you may be able to spread flu to someone 
else before you know you are sick as well as while you are sick. Young children, those who are severely 
ill, and those who have severely weakened immune systems may be able to infect others for longer than 
5-7 days.

What are everyday preventive actions?
• Try to avoid close contact with sick people.

• If you or your child gets sick with flu-like illness, CDC recommends that you (or your child) stay home 
for at least 24 hours after the fever is gone except to get medical care or for other necessities. The 
fever should be gone without the use of a fever-reducing medicine.

• While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from 
infecting them.

• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. After 
using a tissue, throw it in the trash and wash your hands. 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. If soap 
and water are not available, use an alcohol-based hand rub.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.

• Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with 
germs that can cause respiratory illnesses like flu.

• If an outbreak of flu or another illness occurs, follow public health advice. 
This may include information about how to increase distance between 
people and other measures.

• If an outbreak of flu or another illness occurs, follow public health 
advice. This may include information about how to  increase distance 
between people and other measures.

CDC recommends three actions to fight flu.
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What additional steps can I take at work to help stop the spread of germs that 
can cause respiratory illness, like flu?
• Find out about your employer’s plans if an outbreak of flu or another illness occurs and whether flu 

vaccinations are offered on-site.

• Routinely clean frequently touched objects and surfaces like doorknobs, keyboards, and phones, to 
help remove germs.

• Make sure your workplace has an adequate supply of tissues, soap, paper towels, alcohol-based 
hand rubs, and disposable wipes.

• Train others on how to do your job so they can cover for you in case you or a family member gets 
sick and you have to stay home.

• If you begin to feel sick while at work, go home as soon as possible.

What additional preventive actions can 
I take to protect my child from germs 
that can cause respiratory illness, like 
flu?
• Find out about plans your child’s school, child 

care program, or college has if an outbreak of 
flu or another illness occurs and whether flu 
vaccinations are offered on-site.

• Make sure your child’s school, child care 
program, or college routinely cleans frequently 
touched objects and surfaces, and that 
they have a good supply of tissues, soap, 
paper towels, alcohol-based hand rubs, and 
disposable wipes on-site.

• Ask how sick students and staff are separated 
from others and who will care for them until 
they can go home.

Everyday preventive 
actions can help slow 
the spread of germs that 
can cause many different 
illnesses and may offer 
some protection against 
flu.





Register at INVENT.ORG/CAMP or 800-968-4332

If these dates/times don’t work for you, please visit invent.org/camp for other locations near you.

Camp Invention® is for children entering grades K-6th.

Location: Scott M. Ellis Elementary School 
11245 NY-32, Greenville, NY 12083

Date: July 13 - 17, 2020

Time & Cost: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM | $235 (before discount)

Camp Director: Casey Gannon | gannonc@greenvillecsd.org | (518) 966-5070


