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BRIJHS STUDENT COUNCIL VOLUNTEERED AT MANSFIELD WINTERFEST  DECEMBER 2019 

Explore the world of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math in this 4-H After School Program for 

grade 4-6 

Dates/Times: Jan.14, 21, 28; 3:15-5:15 pm 

Location: BRIJHS 

Activity bus service to Schneider Elem. in Farmer City at 5:30 PM 

Cost: 

$20 for your first session, which covers annual 4-H fee.  

$10 for additional sessions, which covers materials & snacks.  

Fee waiver applications available by request. Please call (217) 762-2191. 

Register at https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2020-01-14-piatt-county-4-h-steam-club-session-5-starts 

5 Essentials Survey 

 

Dear Parents:  

We want your input on our schools. Please take a few minutes to fill out the 5-Essentials Survey at 

https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/. We need at least 20% of our parents to take the survey in order to get a 

report. The information from the report will help us develop school improvement plans and better improve 

our programs and services for students and the community. Thank you so much for your time and help with 

this! 

Mrs. Susan Wilson, Superintendent 

 

Remember to take a look at the School Report Cards for each of our 3 schools. 

Posted at https://www.illinoisreportcard.com 
 

UPCOMING STEAM CLUB – Partnership with 4-H 

https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2020-01-14-piatt-county-4-h-steam-club-session-5-starts
https://extension.illinois.edu/events/2020-01-14-piatt-county-4-h-steam-club-session-5-starts
https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
https://survey.5-essentials.org/Illinois/
https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
https://www.illinoisreportcard.com/
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UPCOMING DATES:  
December 

20 End of 2nd Quarter; 2:20 p.m. Early Dismissal 

Dec. 23-Jan. 3 Winter Holidays – NO SCHOOL 

January 

3 Curriculum Day – NO SCHOOL 

6 School resumes!  

15 Board Meeting, BRHS Library, 7 p.m. 

28-31 AdvancED/Cognia Accreditation Visit 

February  

14 Teacher Institute – NO SCHOOL 

17 Presidents’ Day – NO SCHOOL 

19 Board Meeting, BRHS Library, 7 p.m. 

March  

9 Blue Ridge CONNECT – Stay Tuned for more 

details! 

17 Gr. 2/3 Spring Program 

18 Board Meeting, BRHS Library, 7 p.m. 

23-27 Spring Break – NO SCHOOL

 

Dec. 18 School 

Board Meeting 
Employed the Following Individuals: 

• Jessi Watterson, changed position from that of an 

aide for an individual student to a standard 

position as a special education paraprofessional. 

• Stefani Warsaw, hired as 8th grade volleyball 

coach at BRIJHS 

• Polly Reynolds, appointed as volunteer assistant 

volleyball coach at BRIJHS 

• Tonya Evans, Scholastic Bowl coach for BRIJHS 

Partial List of Actions Taken: 

• Approved the 2019 tax levy (payable in 2020) – BR lowered our tax levy by about 9 cents this past 

year and expects to be able to maintain that tax rate for 2020. The tax levy presentation is posted at 

https://5il.co/bg2d. 

• Share with the Board Annual Financial Information for the District. This information is prepared as 

part of our continuing disclosure requirements related to issuing bonds. It is very readable snapshot 

of the district’s financial history. The document is posted at  https://5il.co/bz72  

• Approved an agreement with PMA to serve as advisor for refunding (refinancing) bonds next 

summer. If bond rates remain favorable, the district anticipates significant savings by refinancing 

the 2011 Building Bonds, and they would be paid off by the original due date as well. 

 

BACC WINTER NEWSLETTER IS 

POSTED AT 

HTTPS://5IL.CO/BRLR.  

CHECK OUT THE 

OPPORTUNITIES THE CAREER 

CENTER PROVIDES OUR HIGH 

SCHOOL JUNIOR AND SENIORS! 

PJ Day at Schneider School 

Getting in the Spirit! 

https://5il.co/bg2d
https://5il.co/bg2d
https://5il.co/bz72
https://5il.co/bz72
https://5il.co/brlr
https://5il.co/brlr
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• Approved changing to 8-man football for the 2020 football season. Coach Sutton, Athletic Director 

Miles, and Principal Lawrence recommended the change. See rationale and details posted at 

https://5il.co/bz7f  

• Cybersecurity is in the news. Andrea Weedman and Dave Kramer, BR Technology Team, gave the 

board an overview of recommendations and steps that the district has taken and has planned to 

protect our systems and data. 

• Discussed ongoing issues with HVAC at BRIJHS, and steps planned to find solutions. 

• Approved payment of $25,000 additional to IMRF to pay down unfunded liability. The district has 

taken this step for the past few years. By doing so proactively the district can reduce the rate paid to 

IMRF on our employees’ behalf. 

• Set a date for Blue Ridge Connect – March 9. Mark your calendar now to join the board and school 

district administration for informal 2-way conversations about issues in and around the district. This 

is your chance to ask questions and give your ideas on how we can better serve our students and 

community! 

 

Health and Wellness Tips 

Get Moving!  
Instead of sitting through TV commercials, 
get up and move around! When you talk on 
the phone, lift weights or walk around. 
Limit screen time and tv viewing to 2 hours 
or less each day! 

Try something new like dancing, sledding, 
or roller-skating! Remember that 60 
minutes of activity every day is 
recommended to keep our bodies healthy! 

 

 

 

 

  

https://5il.co/bz7f
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Technology    

Hour of Code is a world-wide computer 

science initiative to introduce students to 

different computer science via hour-long 

activities.  Students at BRIJHS and BRHS 

participated the week of Dec. 9, which is also 

Computer Science Education week.  The focus 

this year was using computer science for good 

and the student activity involved understanding 

machine learning and artificial 

intelligence.  This popular technology is used 

for facial recognition, auto-complete text, voice 

recognition, and self-driving cars just to name 

a few.   With a shortage of CS graduates, 

introducing students to the computer science 

discipline is increasingly important.  Overall, 

the lesson was very well-received by students 

in both buildings. 

  
 

 

Schneider School 

News  

Illinois State University NAEYC Principal Panel - Mr. 

Peyton was asked to participate in ISU’s NAEYC 

principal panel in December.  This panel included 

principals speaking to pre-service teachers about the 

teaching profession.  It included a Q & A regarding topics 

like qualities of effective teachers and interview tips.   

 

Principal Luncheon - Each month we celebrate students 

across the building for displaying positive character 

attributes such as responsibility, encouragement, and 

sharing.   

     

      

The HS Biology class hosted a video chat with a 
scientist (Ms. Miller’s dad!) to learn more about testing 
water.  Collaborating is a 21st century skill and having 
experts join the classroom using technology is an 
opportunity we’d like to explore more in district. 
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Kindergarten and HS Industrial 

Tech Project - Mrs. Parson’s 

Kindergarten classroom and Mr. 

Seneca’s Industrial Tech students 

collaborated on a fun holiday 

project.  The project included 

multiple learning standards from 

measurement to shapes.  Thank you 

to Mr. Seneca and our high school 

students for engaging our students 

in this activity.  High school 

students were teaching students 

about measuring, sanding, and 

painting.  They created a 

comfortable and positive 

environment by getting down to 

their partner’s level and sharing positive comments.    

  

High School “Out of the Blue” - To reward our students 

with positive behavior, several high school students came 

over for an additional recess with our Schneider 

students.  High school and Schneider students played a variety 

of games like basketball and kickball.     

  

Pre-K Growing Together - We had another great Pre-K 

Holiday Growing Together this month.  We had over 200 

students and family members attend the event.  Students sang 

and danced.  The program ended with an interactive song 

including guardians doing the Reindeer Pokey.  At the end of 

the event all students received a book encouraging parents to 

read to their students and promoting literacy. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

K-1 Concert - This year’s concert theme was the 

Polar Express.  Students sang and shared jokes with 

the crowd.  Mrs. Weiler did a great job with our K-1 

music program. Thanks again to Mrs. Weiler, K-1 

teachers, aides, and all the support staff for their 

assistance putting this event together.   
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BRIJHS News   

• On November 25, BRIJHS held its 

annual Thanksgiving Dinner. It was a 

great meal and a wonderful turn out. 

Thank you to all of our guests! 

• Student Council has been very active 

with assisting with our Thanksgiving 

dinner, volunteering for Mansfield 

Winterfest, and organizing a dance. 

  

Congratulations and Kudos To Sara 

Wrestler for her first Winter Program. It 

was a huge success and the students did a 

wonderful job kicking off the holiday 

season! 

 

Fall Sports Recognitions: BRIJHS held its Fall Sports Awards night on December 4. We honored the 

achievements of students in baseball, softball, and girls’ basketball. 

  

BRHS News 
The High School is still looking for a 

Baseball Coach for this school year. 

8-Man Football for 2020 

At the December board meeting, 8-

Man football was approved for the 2-

2- football season. Coach Sutton, 

Athletic Director Miles, and Principal 

Lawrence recommended the change. 

See rationale and details posted at 

https://5il.co/bz7f  

In other news… 

• Cole Stephens was named Student of the Month for November.   

• Blue Ridge Marching Band represented us well during the Farmer City Christmas Parade. 

• Members of Student Council sold “Candy Grams” during Lunch.  They raised money for “Operation 
Call Home”. 

• Jaton Shaffer, Henry Mitchell, and Kaleb Southern were selected Co-“Plot Managers” for the FFA 
Plot. 

• Jacalyn Meisner and the Members of the FFA Agronomy Team won the Sectional Agronomy Contest 

• Thank you to Pam Davis and the Members of Key Club for putting on a successful Blood Drive. 
 

https://5il.co/bz7f
https://5il.co/bz7f
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• Students in Eric Decker’s Social Studies Classes were treated to an exhibit of World War I, World War 
II, Korean, and Viet Nam Conflicts on Friday, November 22nd.  Sandy Gammage brought in 
memorabilia from her family members who served during those conflicts and gave an excellent 
presentation.   

• The National Guard came on Tuesday, December 10th and helped our P.E. Classes with their “Fitness 
Day”. 

• Ken Seneca and his Carpentry and Cabinet Making Class finished a garage for a resident of Farmer 
City. 

• Students in Lois Dowling’s Sports Marketing Class sold Lemon Shake-Ups during Lunch.  This 
seemed to be very successful. 

• Aimee Thacker and her Orientation to Family and Consumer Sciences Class learned how to make 
Decorative Cakes for the up-coming Holiday Season. 

• Sarah Ringel and her Life Skills students are preparing to open a T-Shirt Business beginning Second 
Semester.  

• Our Arts Students continue to display their Best Works in the Hall outside of Mrs. Wieber’s Room and 
they are being saved for the Fine Arts Expo later this year. 

Thank you to Irma Crosby and the family of Ron Crosby for the generous donation to the Blue 

Ridge High School Athletic Department. Mrs. Crosby is pictured with Mr. Lawrence and three 

teachers that Mr. Crosby worked with at BRHS: Mrs. Lagle, Mrs. Dowling and Mr. Seneca. Mr. 

Crosby was a teacher at BRHS and is a member of the Wall of Fame. 
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• The students in the CEO Program have decided to organize a “Fun Run” scheduled for Later in 
January as their “Class Business” for First Semester.  They are also beginning the recruitment process 
for Next Year. 

• Thank you to all of the Fall Coaches and the Members of the Booster Club for putting on very 
successful Fall Sports Awards Banquet on Tuesday, November 19th. 

• Athletes of the Month for November:  Basketball—Jenna Mozingo and Zach Stephens, Cheer—Ava 
Jamison, and Scholastic Bowl—Josephine Aldrich.  

• Brenden Flannell received All-Sectional State Soccer Award. 

• Football Players received All-Conference Recognition for the Lincoln Prairie Conference:  Brady 
Masengale—Honorable Mention Offense, Colby Kramer—Honorable Mention Defense, and Zach 
Stephens First Team Punter. 

• Gracie Shaffer named First Team All-Conference in Volleyball for the Lincoln Prairie Conference. 

• Zach Stephens named All-Tournament Team at Cerro Gordo Thanksgiving Tournament. 
 

 


