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Christmas Fun Facts  by Aubrey Sanders & Chey Crowl 

 
1. “Jingle Bells” was originally written for Thanksgiving. 
2.Christmas trees were first used by ancient Egyptians and 
Romans. 
3.Mistletoe is a symbol of love and laughter. 
4.The tallest Christmas tree was displayed in Seattle, 
Washington at 221 ft. 
5.The candy cane was invented in Germany. 

6.It is tradition in Japan to eat KFC on Christmas. 
7.Christmas used to be banned in some states. 
8.Santa didn’t always wear red. He wore many before the company Coca 
Cola used him as an advertisement and changed the color of his suit to 
match the company colors. 
9.Over 2 billion Christmas cards are sent in the U.S each year. 
10.The average person eats about 1000 calories during their Christmas 
dinner.  
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WJHS Staff Interviews
 

Ms. Huchel By Anna Blakeney 

 
Wildcat Life: Why did you get into teaching? 
 
Ms. Huchel: I was in between jobs, subbing, traveling for 
business. I enjoyed being with kids and schools said 
they’d hire me full time. I saw an opportunity and I love 
what I do. 
 

WL: What do you like about about WJHS? 
 
Ms. H: All kinds of things, the parents and kids, very supportive experience with the 
school district. 
 
WL: Where did you go to college? 
 
Ms. H: Bradley University for a degree in advertising and Eastern Illinois University for a 
degree in Education 
 
WL: Has teaching always been your career? 
 
Ms. H: No, brokered and sold large horsepower electric motors. 
 
WL: What are your top 3 places you’ve traveled to? 
 
Ms. H: Juneau, Alaska, Iceland, and Florida’s Gulf Coast 
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By: Aubrey Sanders and Chey Crowl 
 
Student #1  
1.Birthday is in July   
2.Favoite color is blue   
3.Eye color is hazel   
4.Brown hair   
5.Favorite animal is a cat   
6.Favorite sport is football   
7.Favorite artist is Shawn Mendes 
8.Favorite hobby is dancing and singing 
9.Favorite chapstick is Carmex 
 

Student #2 
1.Eye color is green 
2.Favorite color is green 
3.Height is 5’2 
4.Wears mostly Nike 
5.Favorite artist is Aloe Blacc 
6.Favorite class is Science 
7.Favorite movie is Saving Private Ryan 
8.Lucky numbers are 11 & 15 
9.Is one of the oldest students 
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 Trivia 
1. Who is the youngest princess? 
2. What was the last movie that Walt Disney worked on 

before he died? 
3. Which disney princess has a racoon as a sidekick? 
4. In the movie Frozen, which song does Elsa sing as 

she builds the castle? 
5. In the movie Finding Nemo, which . country has 

Nemo been taken to? 
6. . What does the crocodile swallow in Peter Pan? 
7. In Peter Pan, did Captain Hook have a hook for his 

left hand or his right hand? 
8. What is the name of Donald Duck's sister? 
9. In which Disney movie is Hooper a villain? 
10. What is the name of The Lion King? 

 
How to win Guess Who or Trivia: Write your name, your Homeroom, 
and your answers on a piece of paper. Place that paper in the Wildcat 
Life box outside of Mr. Witsman’s room. Mr. Witsman will draw names 
from the group of correct answers for prize winners. 
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KIDS IN THE HALL 
What do you want for Christmas and why? 

by Addy Hallet 

Anna- Money because I’m broke. 
 
Zach- The iPhone 11 
because I don’t have 
one. 
 
Laci- A puppy because they are cute. 
 
Coltin- iPhone XS Max 
because I don’t have 

one. 
 

 

MEMES 
By Jamie Howard 
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Book Recommendations 
By Abbi Acord 

 
Are you ever looking for a book but just can’t decide which one is right? I have some 
different recommendations depending on your reading level. 
 
Easy: 
5. Bridge to Terebithia: By Katherine Patterson 
4.Phantom Stallion: By Terri Farley 
3.Number the Stars: By Lois Lowry 
2. Pie: By Sarah Weeks 
1.Because of Winn-Dixie: By Kate DiCamillo 
 
Moderate: 
5. The Black Stallion: By Walter Farley 
4. Percy Jackson the Last Olympian: By Rick Riordan 
3. Hoot: By Carl Hiaasen 
2.Every Soul a Star: By Wendy Mass 
1.Holes: By Louis Sacher 
  
Medium: 
5.The Princess and the Foal: By Stacy Gregg  
4.Black Beauty: By Anna Sewell  
3.The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane: By Kate DiCamillo 
2.The Tale of Despereaux: By Kate DiCamillo 
1.Restart: By Gordon Korman 
 
Difficult: 
5.Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban: By J.K. Rowling 
4.Twilight: New Moon: By Stephenie Meyer 
3.Twilight: Breaking Dawn: By Stephenie Meyer 
2.Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix: By J.K. Rowling 
1.Wings of Fire: Darkness of Dragons: By Tui T. Sutherland 
 
Disclaimer: These are just the books I have read. There are many, many good books 
out there that I have not read. These are just my personal opinions. Happy Reading! 
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Student Council 
 
I interviewed Jesse about being a part of Student 
Council at WJHS. “My favorite thing about Student 
Council is getting to see Miss King because I only get 
to see her two times. One at project and the other is at 
Student Council.” The things he does at Student 
Council is go to two games and go to his own game. 
 
  
I also interviewed Ms. Brock. In 
Student Council Ms. Brock 
organizes games, helps lead 

meetings, contacts people, and  order supplies for concession 
stands for the games. Her favorite part about Student Council is 
getting to know all the kids because she only sees them 
sometimes during the day, it’s very fun. Some things they do is 
this weekend they are helping the Santas Anonymous and 
bagging groceries at County Market.  “My favorite thing about 
Christmas is the Christmas lights and the house lights.” Her 
favorite Christmas gift she got? “ I don’t know, it’s the thought 
that counts!” 
 
Wildcat Life: Why did you decide to join student council? 
Emma: Because I did it last year and I wanted to do it again 
WL: What is you favorite part of student council? 
E: Concession Stand 
WL: What is your favorite part about Christmas? 
E: Spending time with my family 
WL: What is you favorite color? 
E: Pink 
 
Wildcat life: Why did you decide to join student council? 
Cambree: it seems fun 
WL: What is you favorite part of student council? 
C: concession stand 
WL:What is your favorite part about Christmas? 
C: presents 
WL:What is you favorite color? 
C:teal 
 

7 



WILDCAT LIFE                                                                                               December 2019 

History Corner- Holocaust 
By Izzy Sliva & Anna Freeland 
 

The Holocaust took place January 30, 1933. The 

Holocaust didn’t really happen on that day, but some 

things went down then. That day stated that Hitler 

became the chancellor of Germany. The Holocaust only 

happened because Hitler had a really bad hatred for 

male homosexuals, Jahoveh’s Witness, resisters and 

criminal offenders. On March 20, 1933, SS opened the 

Dachau concentration camp outside of Munich. The 

Holocaust, also known as the Shoah or in Greek 

“sacrifice by fire”, was the World War II genocide of 

the European Jews. In 1935, The Nuremberg Laws took 

Jewish rights away, and forced all Polish Jews to 

leave their homes. Between 1941 and 1945, across 

German-occupied Europe, Nazi Germany and its 

collaborators systematically murdered some six million 

Jews, around two-thirds of Europe's Jewish population.  

 

Anna recently went to a Chorus contest, and they sang 

a song called Ani Ma 
́
amin, the exact song the jews 

sang while going to the gas chambers. This song was a 

song of belief. The Jews believed that God would come 

and save them from this horrible thing. Unfortunately 

he didn't, the song is supposed to fade to nothing 

representing the Jews voices being choked as the gas 

entered their lungs.I remember looking in the crowd 

and seeing a man crying,the first thing that came to 

mind was he knew the words to this song. 

 

Hitler was determined to kill these jews, and if I was 

there I would have sat there and prayed. We have all 

seen videos and pictures of Auschwitz and the 

concentration camps, with all the kids clothes and 
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adult shoes and hair. It just hurts to even think 

about this happening to anyone. 

Annelies Marie Frank “Anne Frank” was born on June 12, 

1929 she was a diarist and was Jewish. On June 1942 

Otto Frank (Anne’s father) asked Miep Gies to help 

them hide, and bring them food and clothes in the 

Annex. They hid their until they were caught in June 

1944. It’s still unfounded who in the Frank family 

betrayed one another. Anne and her sister were caught 

by the Gestapo on August 4, 1944, and worked in the 

concentration camp until she died. In February of 1945 

at the age of only 15 she died from typhus at the 

Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp. Anne Frank died,just 

two weeks before the camp was liberated. 
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Arben Macht Frei means “work sets you free,” in the 

entrance way to Auschwitz. Auschwitz also known as 

Auschwitz-Birkenau opened in 1940, and was the largest 

Nazi concentration camp.  

  

One of the most frequently asked questions about the 

Holocaust and the Nazi party is whether Adolf Hitler 

was Jewish or had Jewish ancestors. 

 

Though the idea may seem preposterous to some, the 

question seems to stem from the remote possibility 

that Hitler's grandfather was Jewish. Hitler's father, 

Alois, was registered as an illegitimate child with no 

father when born in 1837 and to this day Hitler's 

paternal grandfather is unknown. Alois’ mother, Maria 

Schicklgruber, is known to have worked in the home of 

a wealthy Jew, so there is some chance, however small, 

that a son in that household got Hitler's grandmother 

pregnant. 

 

In 1933, the London Daily Mirror published a picture 

of a gravestone in a Jewish cemetery in Bucharest 

inscribed with some Hebrew characters and the name 

Adolf Hitler, but this Bucharest Hitler could not have 

been the Nazi leader’s grandfather. At the time, 

though, this picture sufficiently worried Hitler that 

he had the Nazi law defining Jewishness written to 

exclude Jesus Christ and himself. 
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In 2010, the British paper The Daily Telegraph 

reported that a study had been conducted in which 

saliva samples were collected from 39 of Hitler's 

known relatives to test their DNA origins and found, 

though inconclusively, that Hitler may have Jewish 

origins. The paper reported: A chromosome called 

Haplogroup E1b1b1 which showed up in the Hitler 

samples is rare in Western Europe and is most commonly 

found in the Berbers of Morocco, Algeria and Tunisia, 

as well as among Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jews ... 

Haplogroup E1b1b1, which accounts for approximately 18 

to 20 percent of Ashkenazi and 8.6 percent to 30 

percent of Sephardic Y-chromosomes, appears to be one 

of the major founding lineages of the Jewish 

population. 

 

 

Christmas Survey  

by Amelia Miller & Savannah Arnette 

 
What is your favorite Classic Christmas Movie?       What is your favorite thing about Christmas? 
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By Caydence H. and Piper H. 
Japanese Traditions  
The Japanese Christmas traditional food is like a christmas cake, 
but it’s usually a sponge cake with whipped cream decorated with 
strawberries. Not like a typical rich fruit cake. The “shortcake” 
emoji [🍰]   
 
Austria Traditions   
In Austria, there is a Krampus festival. Krampus is kind of like a 
bad Santa. He is a half-goat half-man demon who punishes kids 
instead of giving them presents. At the Krampus Festival people 
make Krampus costumes and take part in parades.
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