
Lake Fenton Community Schools welcomes 
our new School Resource Officer! Officer Troy 
Mitchell has become an integral part of our 
district and community working in all four 
buildings to provide additional support to our 
administration and teachers.  He is a wonderful 
asset to our district

The Breeze
Lake Fenton Community Schools Newsletter  December 2019 Winter Issue 

Learning For Continuous Success

Inside
 this issue...

Middle and High School
   • Screen Free
   • LF Early Middle College 
   • HS Art Mural 
   • Magnificent Mile Lights   
     Festival Parade

West Shore and Torrey Hill
  • Lunch with the Principal
  • National Elementary Honor     
    Society 
  • Torrey Hill Walking Club
  • Attendance Matters 
  • Thank You Mrs.Eichman  
  • What Do We Love About WS
  • Important Dates

Athletic and District News
          
   • Cross Country Team   
      Trip To State Finals
   • Child Find 

The Snow Day Season Has Officially Arrived
As we prepare for another winter in Michigan, I thought it would be helpful to share some snow and cold day 
protocols with our families.
  
For the majority of cancellations made due to poor road conditions, we begin checking roads at 4:30 a.m.  I know 
this may seem early, but we need to make a final decision by 5:30 a.m.  We have buses which depart the school as 
early at 6:00 a.m., we have parents dropping students off to Kids Klub by 6:00 a.m. and we have staff and students 
leaving home to get to school.  In addition, I want to give families as much time as possible to make alternate plans 
for child care.  I know there have been times when the road conditions have changed drastically between the 5:30 
a.m. threshold and the start of school, better in some instances and worse in others, but when we are making the 
decision it is based on the conditions at the time. 
 
As far as closures due to extreme temperatures, we consider cancellations when wind chills are at -20 and below. We 
do not typically cancel on a weather prediction, as we all know this is Michigan and things can change overnight.

As we are checking roads or monitoring temperatures, I am in constant communication with the other superintendents 
in our county.  We are each evaluating the road conditions/temperatures in our area and sharing our thoughts on 
the best course of action.  Each district has unique circumstances to consider and their needs may be very different 
from ours.  

As you can see, it is not a perfect science but the process has evolved and improved over the years.  We continue 
to make safety a top priority when making these decisions.  If at any time you do not feel it is safe for your child to 
travel to school due to the road conditions, the final decision to send them ultimately remains with you.  

Thank you in advance for your patience as we work through another winter in Michigan.

Holiday Sharing Program (Your help needed!)
Each year Lake Fenton Community Schools, in partnership with Fenton Kiwanis, work to provide 
assistance to families in need throughout our district for the holiday season.  Individual school 
buildings collect non-perishable food items and raise funds to help with the purchase of gifts and 
much needed essentials for children.  The Kiwanis group seeks donations from local businesses and 
coordinates fundraisers to provide both non-perishable and perishable food items including: turkey 
or ham, eggs, and milk for food baskets.  Food baskets are provided to families the week prior to the 
holidays.  If you know of a family in the Lake Fenton district that needs assistance or you would like 
to donate food items, gifts, or make a monetary donation for this important cause, please contact 
Kate VanHouten at kvanhouten@lakefentonschools.org or (810)591-2569.

Lake Fenton’s Project Read! 
Partnership with United Way of 
Genesee County

Lake Fenton’s Project Read! has officially launched its 
second year in our K-5 buildings. This program fosters 
literacy and lifelong reading in after school book club 
sessions open to any child in grades K-5.  Mrs. Carlee 
Ramirez, Kindergarten teacher and ELA Curriculum 
Coordinator, coordinates this wonderful program for 
Lake Fenton.  If your child is interested in this fun 
and exciting literacy program, please contact Kate 
VanHouten, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
at kvanhouten@lakefentonschools.org or by phone at 
(810)591-2569 for more details.  



Attendance Matters #SCHOOLEVERYDAY
Did you know attendance habits start at the elementary level?  Below 
are some important facts to consider: 
  
    *Good attendance matters for school success as early as Kindergarten.  
   *Missing school can make it harder to learn to read. 
   *Missing just a day or two every few weeks can affect learning and   
     attendance habits. 
   *Regular attendance is part of Michigan’s Compulsory Attendance law.  
   *A note from the doctor is coded as a medically excused absence. 

These facts along with other statistics regarding the importance of school 
attendance can be found by visiting the attendanceworks.org website. 

Attendance letters from school are sent home periodically.  Our goal is 
to inform you of your child's attendance record and to encourage regular 
attendance.   

For further attendance guidelines, you can check out our West Shore parent/
student handbook found on the district website at www.lakefentonschools.org. 
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West Shore and 
Torrey Hill Intermediate School

 IMPORTANT DATES

  West Shore
  December 9th-WSE Hungry Howie’s Pizza Night 
                        (must present flyer or mention teacher’s name)

  December 13th- West Shore Progress Reports

  December 23rd -January 3rd-Winter Break

  Torrey Hill
December 2nd-6th- PTO sponsored Santa’s Workshop (gift shop)
  
  December 5th-8th- Lake Fenton You-Theatre presents Frozen Jr. Play
  
  December 7th- Kiwanis Lunch With Santa at Fenton Community          
                Center (see school flyers for details)
 
  December 16-20- Classroom holiday parties 
                     (see individual classroom newsletters for details)

National Elementary Honor Society
For the first time, Torrey Hill has its very own chapter of the National 
Elementary Honor Society (NEHS)! We will soon be honoring our stand-
out students who otherwise may not be recognized for extracurricular 
talents (sports, drama, talent show, etc.) Teachers nominate 4th and 5th 
grade students only as based on the criteria below.  
 
Qualifications include:
   -GPA (3.8 or higher)
   -Attendance
   -Behavior (no prior suspensions; no disciplinary referrals this year)
   -Leadership/Showing P.R.I.D.E. in and out of the classroom

We have an amazing program in place where students save up their 
P.R.I.D.E. Golden Tickets to eat lunch with principal. Last year over 150 
students ate lunch with Mrs. Conover during the school year.  Below is 
a picture of 15 amazing students who recently attended the Burger King 
luncheon. If you visit any of the restaurants below, please thank them for 
supporting us!  

Fenton Deli, Mega Coney Island, Mancino's Restaurant, Burger 
King, McDonalds, Beale Street Barbeque, The Crust, The Laundry, 
Andiamo Restaurant, Taco Bell (Linden), Callabria Pizza (Linden), 
Uncle Ray's Dairyland

Lunch With The Principal- Please 
Help Us Thank Local Businesses

Torrey Hill Indoor Walking Club
Calling all volunteers! Starting November 6th, we will begin our indoor 
walking club. Students will have the opportunity to spend their recess 
walking laps in the hallways of Torrey Hill and earn toe tokens for miles 
walked. We are looking for parents or family members to supervise our 
walkers. You will simply need your phone to scan student cards.  Please 
use the following link to access the sign up. Thank you for your support 
in making Torrey Hill an active and great place to be!
(Volunteer criminal background form is required)
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A094CAEAD2FA2FB6-mileage/

What do you love about 
West Shore Elementary?

“I love learning, the food, 
friends, and my teachers”. 
~Dallas Larson (2nd grade)

“I love we get to have fun 
with the staff members. 
I love West Shore!” 
~McKenna Thompson (2nd 
Grade)

“I love learning”. ~ Teagan 
Callahan (Kindergarten)

“I love to play and I love
 my teacher Mrs. Paliani”. 
~ Jagger Makaravage 
(Kindergarten) 

“I love West Shore. Every 
kid in our school is nice 
to each other”. ~ Alexis 
Traywick (1st grade)

“I love West Shore 
Elementary because you 
can learn about math”. ~ 
Karsten Guile (1st grade)

“I love the close community within our school’’.  ~Jaimie Prybys (1st grade teacher) 
“I love the community and staff.  I’m thankful for our amazing students”. ~Lynette 
Paliani (Kindergarten teacher)
“I love that ALL staff put students first.  We ALL love our students”.~Ms. Doyle (2nd 
grade teacher) 

Congratulations to our West Shore and Torrey Hill library clerk, Julie 
Eichman.  Soon she will start a new chapter in her life as she enters 
retirement.  Mrs. Eichman’s passion for children’s literature has inspired 
our students for 14.5 years.  Over the years, she has planned fabulous 
March Is Reading Month activities, author visits, and she even planned 
a visit from the Detroit Tigers mascot “Paws!”  It was always important 
to Mrs. Eichman to provide quality literature to our students and bring 
stories to life during library time.  We LOVE Mrs. Eichman and will 
truly miss her.   Thank you for your dedication and service!  - Love, 
Your West Shore and Torrey Hill Family

Thank You Mrs. Eichman
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Lake Fenton Middle and High School
Why LFMS went “Screen Free” for 

the day to raise awareness

On November 21, LFMS went “Screen Free” in each of our classrooms.  
This effort was to raise awareness to the amount of screen time students 
are having not only throughout the school day, but beyond.  In a recent 
student, findings suggest that students who average more than seven 
hours of screen time or excessively use recreational screen time may be 
negatively impacted emotionally, academically, with activity, and face to 
face communications (Twenge and Campbell 2018).

To effectively manage screen time experts suggest creating a personalized 
family media plan.  Questions to consider include: What devices do I want 
my child to have access to?  Where will devices be allowed and where 
will they be off-limits?  How much time will my child be allowed to use 
them?  Will the same rules apply during weekends and school breaks? 
What content is appropriate for my child to access? How will I maintain 
consistency?  What consequences will there be for misusing devices?  
What example am I setting through my own use of technology?

In response to gauging the amount of screen time, LFMS teachers without 
notification were asked to reflect from the previous week’s lesson plans.  
The findings suggest during an average 47-minute class period, students 
are using 21 minutes of screen time.  Certainly there are classes with 
much more and others with much less.  In total, students on average spend 
two hours and 46 minutes of screen time at school per day.

With the adoption of our 1:1 chromebook technology, we have data to 
suggest not only increased student engagement, but their appreciation in 
satisfaction surveys.  As with so many other factors for our children, the 
search for the most appropriate balance will continue to be our goal.

We will be participating in another screen free day in February and will 
encourage our families to join in on the fun.

Art Mural
The Studio Art and Advanced Placement 
Studio Art class have been hard at work 
creating a mural in the high school office 
this fall.  Students were approached by Mr. 
Belcher with the proposal of creating a mural 
that represented all of Lake Fenton.  The class 
went to work creating sketches, having class 
critiques, and finally presenting their ideas to 
Mr. Belcher.  There were many great ideas 
and in the end two ideas were selected and 
combined together to create the final design.

The mural began with one student drawing 
the anchor and rope on the wall in detail and 
then quickly sketching the frames and images 
within the frame.  Students were divided up 
into small groups and selected areas of the 
mural they were interested in painting.  For 
several weeks students in groups went to 
paint the mural during the class period.  There 

were many discussions and changes of colors and techniques throughout 
the process.  Some areas had to be reworked, but it all started coming 
together from the hard work of the students.

By the end of October the mural was finally completed.  The class worked 
very hard to create an artwork that represents our school and culture as 
well as show-case the artistic talent that is in the advanced art classes 
at Lake Fenton High School.  Our art students continue to make Lake 
Fenton proud.  

Lake Fenton Early Middle College (EMC) presents an opportunity for 
high school students to start a post-secondary career with college credits.  
Lake Fenton Community Schools has partnered with Linden and Fenton 
to create a consortium cohort for the purpose of beginning college classes 
in eleventh grade.   

The EMC is an additional career pathway for juniors searching for a low cost 
alternative to a traditional four-year university experience.  Lake Fenton 
High School covers most of the cost of the program—students enrolled in 
the EMC program can save as much as $6,100 per year compared to non 
EMC students enrolled in the same classes.  Each program has different 
out of pocket costs for families but they are minimized by enrolling as a 
high school student.

Students in the EMC gradually increase the number of college classes 
they take each year and agree to an additional year of high school as 
they complete classes.  During this additional year of high school, EMC 
students complete their high school graduation requirements through two 
online classes—the rest of their schedule is filled with college courses.  
Students do NOT have to physically attend Lake Fenton High School 
during this additional year.
Two programs are currently available to 2020-2021 cohorts; Mott 
Community College (MCC) and the University of Michigan-Flint (UM-
F).  MCC represents a liberal arts associate pathway for students to 
complete up to 60 credits.  

Students selecting MCC have the possibility of earning an associates 
degree from MCC or transferring credits to a four-year institution.  
UM-F has two pathways for students: a Pre-Engineering program and a 
Humanities track.  

Specific questions can be sent to Vince Cicalo, EMC Coordinator at Lake 
Fenton High School.  810-591-9593 or vcicalo@lakefentonschools.org

The Lake Fenton High School Band recently performed in Chicago’s 
28th Annual Magnificent Mile Lights Festival Parade.   The Lights 
Festival is celebrated on the Saturday before Thanksgiving and is one 
of the largest Christmas holiday celebrations in the United States.   
Michigan Avenue is illuminated by over a million lights on the 200 trees 
that line the parade route.  The parade features helium-filled balloons, 
live musical performances, marching bands, grand marshals Mickey 
Mouse and Minnie Mouse, as well as their friends from Walt Disney 
World!  The Lake Fenton High School Band was the only Michigan 
high school band to march in the parade in 2019 and it was their second 
appearance in the parade since 2016.

The Lake Fenton Music Boosters would like to thank The Carswell 
Group, Dr. Mary Espy of Deltavsion Optical Center, Marsh Auto 
Sales, and Robert Zurell Company for being Illumination Sponsors this 
year.  Their generosity helped recharge our batteries for this incredible 
performance!

ABC7 Chicago’s broadcast of the grand Magnificent Mile Lights 
Festival Parade is syndicated to more than 90% of the United States 
and parts of Canada so viewers can relive the magic throughout the 
holiday season!
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CHILD FIND
Child Find is a program of active outreach by the Michigan Department of Education, Genesee Intermediate School District, and local school districts. 
Child Find specifically requires the district to identify, locate, and evaluate all children with disabilities, birth through age twenty-five. Child Find 
includes children who are homeless, wards of the state, migrant children, and those that attend private schools. The primary purpose is to identify 
children who have a disability that affects his or her progress in the general education curriculum (for preschool-age children that affects involvement 
in age-level activities). This information is used to determine if the student is eligible for appropriate special education programs and services to 
address the unique needs of the student that result from the disability. Genesee Intermediate School District, along with the 21 local school districts 
and the 13 public school academies, have a legal responsibility to provide a free and appropriate public education for all students with disabilities 
who reside within our districts.

The Genesee Intermediate School District (GISD) Assistant Superintendent for Special Services and the designated special education administrator 
of each local school district and public school academy will provide information to persons with disabilities, their parents, and other members of 
the community about the programs and opportunities, required under the law, in their district as well as within the intermediate school district. The 
Genesee Intermediate School District Assistant Superintendent for Special Services and local special education administrators may use the Special 
Education Parent Handbook for Genesee County School Districts to provide this information. The Genesee Intermediate School District, the GISD 
Principal of the Early Childhood Programs and Services (ECPS), and/or the special education administrators from each local school district and public 
school academy are appointed as the person(s) responsible for coordinating child find activities within the Genesee Intermediate School District. 
The ECPS principal will work in cooperation with Early On Genesee County to ensure uniform informational items are disseminated throughout 
the county. Examples of materials and communication items may include radio, television, newspaper advertisements, organizational presentations, 
social media outreach, and other public awareness activities. Insert LEA or PSA Name will include this information on its website.

Any parent, physician, agency, or individual may refer a child to Child Find by written request or by contacting Bob Hetherton, Director of Student 
Support Services, Carman-Ainsworth Community Schools, 1300 N. Linden Rd. Flint, MI, 48532. Phone: 810-591-6251, and requesting an evaluation. 
They will be referred to their local school district of residence or to the public school academy where the child is enrolled to obtain the evaluation 
requested. Any written requests received at the GISD, will be date stamped by that office and forwarded via fax or scan and e-mailed to their local 
school district of residence or to the public school academy where the child is enrolled within 24 hours of its receipt.

School aged students currently enrolled in a school within the Genesee Intermediate School District are provided with multiple tiers of intervention 
when difficulties arise. The Child Find Team monitors each student’s performance through the tiers of intervention. If these interventions do not 
achieve expected results, the team may refer the student for a special education evaluation. However, at any time the parent may still request an 
initial evaluation to determine if their child meets eligibility requirements, regardless of the district’s use of the multiple tiers of intervention. These 
interventions cannot be used to delay or deny the provision of an initial evaluation or a free and appropriate education.

All evaluations are coordinated and completed by either the local school district in which the student resides or by the public school academy in which 
the student is enrolled. Within ten (10) school days of the received written request, the district will respond to the request with a Prior Written Notice 
(PWN) statement. The PWN statement will include the action that the school district proposes or refuses to take, an explanation of why the school 
district proposes or refuses action, description of the evaluation data used to determine proposed or refused action, description of other choices that 
the IEP team considered, description of other reasons why the district proposes or refuses the action, resources for the parents to contact for help in 
understanding Part B of IDEA, and how a parent can obtain a copy of procedural safeguards. Initial special education evaluations will be completed 
only after the written parental consent to evaluate is received.

Each student suspected of having a disability will be evaluated by a multidisciplinary evaluation team. The multidisciplinary evaluation team will 
complete a full and individual evaluation, and make a recommendation of eligibility. The multidisciplinary team is comprised of certified highly qualified 
staff, such as psychologists, social workers, speech therapists, and other ancillary staff. These evaluators will prepare a report to be presented to the 
individualized education program team by the designated multidisciplinary evaluation team member who can explain the instructional implications 
of evaluation results. The report shall include information needed by the individualized education program team to determine the eligibility of the 
student, the student's present level of academic achievement and functional performance, and any educational needs of the student. The evaluation 
will be completed and, if eligible, an offer of FAPE (free and appropriate education) will be provided within 30 school days from the date the written 
parental consent to evaluate is received.

If the child is eligible for special education, a program and/or services will be developed to meet the child’s unique needs. Special Education services 
may include academic programs and/or ancillary support services. Ancillary services may include social work services, physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, and speech and language services. Consultation services from social workers, school psychologists, and teacher consultants for students 
with visual or hearing impairment, or autism, are also available when needed. Programs and services are dependent upon the individual needs of the 
student. Within seven (7) school days from the date of the individualized education program team meeting, the local school district or public school 
academy shall provide the parent with written notice of an offer of a free appropriate public education or determination of ineligibility. The notice 
shall identify where the programs and services are to be provided and when the individualized education program begins. The parent has 10 school 
days after receipt of the notice of an initial offer of a free appropriate public education to provide the public agency with written parental consent. The 
local school district or public school academy will implement the child’s IEP within 15 school days from the receipt of consent, unless a later date is 
agreed upon by the district and the parent. The local school district or public school academy will keep records documenting its compliance with all 
program requirements as identified in all rules and regulations. These services will be documented by the local special education administrator.

Additional information and details regarding Child Find and Special Education programs and services can be obtained by contacting Jennifer 
Reinfelder, Special Services Coordinator, Lake Fenton Community School, 11425 Torrey Rd, Fenton MI 48430, 810-591-6555.

The Lake Fenton Boys Cross Country team had another successful season ending in a trip to the State Finals. The boys 
returned to Brooklyn, MI and the Michigan International Speedway where they ran for a State Championship. The boys 
placed 22nd overall in the State Finals and were led by Joey Gilbert who finished 41st overall. The team consisted of 
seniors, Brenden Schroeder and Kyle Lewis, juniors Kevin Lewis and Joey Gilbert, and sophomores Matthew Fletcher, 
Colton Dietrich, Nicholas Learman, and Logan Whittecar. Congratulations gentlemen you represented Lake Fenton 
well and we are so proud of you!  Not to be outdone sophomore, Claire Hunt qualified as an individual on the girls side 
of the State Finals and she had a very impressive showing.  She ran a personal record 20:34 and finished in the top half 
of the standings.   

Cross Country Team Trip To The State Finals


